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The n e e t i n g v a s c a l l e d to order at 4«45 P'^» 

QUESTION OE THE ШШ RIGHTS OF ALL PERSONS SUBJECTED TO AIÎY K M ! OP DETENTION 
OR IMPRISOMISNT, 'Ш PARTIGuLAR: 

(b) QUESTION OP MISSING AND DISAPPEilRED PERSONS (agenda item .10) (continued) 
(E/CN.4/1434 and AddJ., E/CN.4/1435 and Add.l; E/CN.4 / 1 4 5 5 ; E/GN.4/L.I552) 

4 ^ ' : Р-̂ .̂̂ У̂'̂ ЖЕА̂ Юи (Greece) s a i d i t vas q u i t e obvious that the United Nations 
and Member States must m.ake an e f f o r t to put an end to the phenomenon of 
disappearances, o b t a i n i n f o r m a t i o n about missing and disappeared persons, and ensure 
the r e t u r n of those persons to t h e i r families„ The United Nations must condemn that 
phenomenon, whatever i t s cairse and i n whatever c o n d i t i o n s i t ocotirredj and e s t a b l i s h 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l machinery to i d e n t i f y s p e c i f i c csoos and enable the v i c t i m s to retu.rn 
home. In r e s o l u t i o n s 33/173 and 35/l?35 the General Assem.bly had expressed i t s 
deep concern about enforced or i n v o l u n t a r y disappearances о The Commission, i n i t s 
r e s o l i i t i o n 20 (}wŒVl), had e s t a b l i s h e d a working group to consider the matter and 
the Sub-Commission had c a r r i e d out a study of the problem. His d e l e g a t i o n was 
aw a i t i n g the r e s u l t s of those e f f o r t s , i/hich had been imdertaken at v a r i o u s l e v e l s 
but which were a l l designed to p r o t e c t the v i c t i m s and t h e i r f a m i l i e s . 

2. His d e l e g a t i o n welcomed the irork a lready c a r r i e d out by the l i o r k i n g Group on 
Enforced or In v o l u n t a r y Disappearances, which had demonstrated that i t was determined 
e f f e c t i v e l y to perfona i t s considerable taisk. As the s i t u a t i o n n o v stood, however, 
the United Nations vrould not be able to achieve p o s i t i v e r e s u l t s witho-at the 
co-operation of the Governments and e n t i t i e s concerned. I t was therefore a matter 
of r e g r e t t h a t , i n some cases, Gov^-emments had adopted an imco-operative a t t i t u d e . 

3. I n the l i g h t of the r e p o r t of the Group, h i s d e l e g a t i o n supported the proposal 
f o r an e3:tenBÍon of the Group's mandate, i n the hope that i t s e f f o r t s would y i e l d 
s a t i s f a c t o r y r e s u l t s . 

4* lb?. ЗМШ (Federal Republic of Grermany) said i t was d i f f i c u l t to b e l i e v e t h a t , 
at the present t i n e , States were committing so many v i o l a t i o n s of humian r i g h t s , 
Germans f e l t x j a r t i c u l a r l y concerned by that problem since they could remember only 
too c l e a r l y how, i n 1933, the'Nazi " n i g h t and fog'"' commandos had begim to abduct 
p o l i t i c a l opponents and, i n some cases, had caused them, to disappear f o r e v e r . H i s 
o \ m f a m i l y had experienced s u f f e r i n g and sorroii 37 уоапз p r e v i o u s l y when one of i t s 
members had. disappeared without a trace f o r s e v e r a l weeks i n a Gestapo p r i s o n . A t 
the time of the GestaiDO, many o.f the mi s s i n g persons had been v h a t were now larioim 
as " l e f t i s t s " , i n other words, persons of the same p o l i t i c a l persuasion as those on 
whose f a t e the Group was t r y i n g to shed some l i g h t . I t seemed to him that some 
people were w i l l i n g i n геьгозресо to grant a b s o l u t i o n to the Nazi "night and fog" 
commandos when they u.sed an apparent or r e a l s t a t e o f n a t i o n a l emergency as a 
pr e t e x t f o r t r y i n g to j u s t i f y the disap.pearance of thousands of persons and f o r 
wit h h o l d i n g - i n f o r m a t i o n about t h e i r f a t e , 

5. He had considered i t important to trac e the o r i g i n of the p r a c t i c e of the 
"disappearance"- of persons as a reminder to those who had spoken out at the 
beginning of the s e s s i o n against a n j r e v i v a l of nazism and neo-faciom and who, he 
hoped, would remain true to t h e i r . c o n v i c t i o n s when thoy d e a l t f i i r t h e r w i t h the 
matter under c o n s i d e r a t i o n . 
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6. In the o p i n i o n of h i s delegation;, the V/orking Group we,s on the r i g h t t r a c k . I t s 
report mentioned 11,000 to 13,000 cases of missing persons, although that \ i a s only a 
f r a c t i o n of the t o t a l number of missing persons throughout the world. The Commission 
must^^bear i n mind the f a c t that the d i s t r e s s which l a y behind that number was not 
q u a n t i f i a b l e . 

7. V/lien the phenomenon of disappearances a f f e c t e d thousands of persons i n a s i n g l e 
countiy,. there could be no doubt that i t was the r e s u l t of the p o l i c y of that 
country's Government. j\mnosty I n t e r n a t i o n a l had r i g h t l y s tressed that the p r a c t i c e 
of disappearances was not the p r e r o g a t i v e of any region or ideology. Everyone Icnew 
that only some cou n t r i e s were l i s t e d i n the r e p o r t , whereas оШетщ, where people a l s o 
disappeared as a r e s u l t of State i n t e r v e n t i o n were not. I t was the r e l a t i v e freedom 
of informa,tion and the press i n L a t i n America, that made i t p o s s i b l e to consider the 
many cases vrhich occiirred there. His Government vras p a r t i c u l a . r l y concerned about 
I'/hat Vías happening i n Argentina because i t ha.d been unable to obtain any information 
about 21 missing persons of German n a t i o n a l i t y or of Argentine n a t i o n a l i t y but of 
German o r i g i n . In the opinion of h i s delegation hovrever, Argentina vras not the only 
country about vrhich the Commission should be concerned, V/ith regard to'the 
P h i l i p p i n e s , i t hoped that the l i f t i n g of ma.rtial la.w vrould ena.ble a s a t i s f a c t o r y 
s o l u t i o n to be found f o r the problem of missing persons. . 

8. The phenomenon of disa.ppearances had assumed such proportions throughout the 
vrorld that i t could not sim,ply be v r r i t t e n o f f by a reference to the problem of 
t e r r o r i s m . Nor vras i t enough to deplore i t p a s s i v e l y ; measures must bo taken to 
eradicate i t . H i s delega-tion t h e r e f o r e a-ppeaJ.ed to a l l Governments concerned to take 
the vrork of the Group more s e r i o u s l y than they had done h i t h e r t o and to shovr t h e i r 
v r i l l i n g n e s s to co-operate vrith i t , 

9. His d e l e g a t i o n considered that the work of the Group xras one of the Commission's 
most important a c t i v i t i e s and t h a t , as long as people continued to disappear or to be 
reported m i s s i n g , the Group must continue t h a t vrork. I t t h e r e f o r e f u l l y supported 
the d r a f t r e s o l u t i o n submitted by the delegation of Prance (E / C N , 4 / L , 1 5 5 2 ) , 

10. I l r , INGLES ( P h i l i p p i n e s ) s a i d he vriohed to r e f e r to the case of a P h i l i p p i n e 
n a t i o n a l vrho had been missing abroad f o r one year. One year p r e v i o u s l y , i t had been 
reported i n the nevrspapers that a P h i l i p p i n e C a t h o l i c p r i e s t had been abducted i n 
Guatemala, According to the i n f o r m a t i o n vrhich the P h i l i p p i n e ambassador i n Mexico 
had been able to o b t a i n , tho p r i e s t had not been abducted, but a r r e s t e d , and no one 
knevr vrhy, Шеп contacted by telegram, the M i n i s t e r f o r Foreign A f f a i r s of Guatemala 
had given no r e p l y . A diplomat from the P h i l i p p i n e Embassy i n Mexico had gone to 
Guatemala, but the M i n i s t r y of Foreign A f f a i r s of Guatemala had been unable to 
f u r n i s h any i n f o r m a t i o n . Everyone the r e f o r e feared f o r the l i f e of that p r i e s t , of 
vrhom there had been no nevrs f o r one year. 

11. I t vras thus i n a humanitarian s p i r i t that h i s delegation vras svipporting the 
French d r a f t r e s o l u t i o n proposing a one-year extension of the V/orking Group's 
mandate. I t a l s o supported the viev-r expressed by the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of A u s t r a l i a 
at the preceding meeting that the Group had been e s t a b l i s h e d not to judge Governments, 
but r a t h e r to obtain i n f o i r a a t i o n on missing or disappeared persons. 
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12. With regard to persons who had, disappeared i n the P h i l i p p i n e s , h i s Government 
v/ould send i t s r e p l y to the Group as soon as i t had completed i t s i n q u i r i e s .into the 
•fate of those persons. A sts.te of i n s u r r e c t i o n e::i3ced .in the north and south of the 
coimtry, the regions v/hcre most of the disa-ppearances had talten plcico, and i n such 
circumstances i t v;3,s not always p o s s i b l e to Icnow what harl happened to missing or 
disappeared persons, some of vrhom might have taken part i n a-ction i n the f i e l d . 

13. On 17 January 1931 s m a r t i a l law had been l i f t e d i n the P h i l i p p i n e s ; many ;. 
p o l i t i c a l p r i s o n e r s had been r e l e a s e d , others had been t r a n s f e r r e d from m i l i t a r y to 
c i v i l i a n p r i s o n s , the militaa-y courts ha,d been a.bolishsd and the remedy of 
habea.s согтэив had been r e - e s t a b l i s h e d . As c o n d i t i o n s became more normal, i t would 
be eo.sier to find, out vrhat haxl become of persons vrho vrere not among the p r i s o n e r s 
vrho had been relea-ced or t r a n s f e r r e d to c i v i l i a n p r i s o n s , 

14. His Government vras p e r f e c t l y v r i l l i n g to co-operate vrith the Group- to vrhich i t 
vrovdd send d e t a i l e d i n f o r m a t i o n concerning the cases brought to i t s a t t e n t i o n . 

15. Ш. HEREDIA (Cuba) s a i d that i t vras of the highest importance to consider the 
problem of disappearances from a humanita.rian p o i n t of vievr. There should not be 
undue concern about voluntary absences or even disappearances a r i s i n g out of 
p a r t i c u l a r circiimstances, such as s o c i a l disturbances as a r e s i i l t of vrhich some 
persons vrere no longer to be found i n the plo-ces they had h a b i t u a l l y frequented. 
Rather, the Coimnission should focus a t t e n t i o n on d.i s appearances r e s u l t i n g from 
oppression. I n v o l u n t a i y disappeavrances became an i n t e r n a t i o n a l problem vrhen unpopular 
régimes used that method to s t i f l e o p p o s i t i o n . The enforced disappearance of 
p o l i t i c a l opponents had become a nevf method of oppression i n c o u n t r i e s vrhere the 
a u t h o r i t i e s e x e r c i s e d povrer against the w i l l of the m a j o r i t y of the p o p u l a t i o n . ; 
F a s c i s t s and other i n t e r n a t i o n a l r e a c t i o n a r y elements vrould not succeed by that 
method or any other i n preventing the triumph of the j u s t caiise of peoples. The 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l coiMunity, outranged by the m.urders, t o r t u r e and i l l - t r e a . t m e n t to víhich 
p o l i t i c a l opponents vrere subjected and by the very fa.ct of i n v o l u n t a r y disappearances 
vrhich vrere c o n t r a r y to every p r i n c i p l e of htiman r i g h t s , nust nevertheless continue 
to concern i t s e l f vrith that question. 

16. Three years p r e v i o u s l y , i n the Coiamission, a, man vrho had devoted h i s e n t i r e 
l i f e to a people and vrho had been a r e v o l u t i o n a r y ho,d p u b l i c l y denounced v i o l a t i o n s 
of human r i g h t s i n h i s country. He had been i n c a r c e r a t e d i n the worst p r i s o n s . f o r 
19 years f o r the mere f a c t of having supported h i s people against the tyranny of the 
Paraguayan a u t h o r i t i e s . Hovr that nan Imd disappeared. The Cuban people, together 
vrith the other peoples of the vrorld; vrere t h e r e f o r e c a l l i n g on the Paraguayan i-égime 
to s'pare the l i f e of Antonio Ilaidana, to release him immediately and to allovr him 
to e x e r c i s e a l l fundajaontal human r i g h t s and freedoms. 

17. His d e l e g a t i o n shared the sorrovr and s u f f e r i n g s of the r e l a t i v e s a.nd. f r i e n d s 
of persons vrho haxl disa.ppeared as a r e s u l t of oppression and a.ppealed to the 
Commission and the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community s t r o n g l y to oppose the pra.ctice of 
enforced disappearances. 

18. His d e l e g a t i o n reserved the r i g h t to r e f e r at a l a t e r stage to vrhat i t 
considered vrere the most appropriate means of continuing that himianitarian task. 
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19' I'ír. Si\L/JI-_EEY ( A l g e r i a ) oaid that tho question of misaing and disappeared persons 
was a n a t t o r of deep concorn i n that i t was a world-wide phenonenon a f f e c t i n g a. lavrgc 
nuEihcr of persons. In ••icw of the s i s e of tho t a s h entrustod to i t , tho l i m i t e d means 
a.vaila.üle to i t and the covjplexity of the prohlom, the Vfcrhing G-roup had p c r i o r a o d i t s 
mission t o tho host of i t s o h i l i t y . That d i d not, hoijevor, mean that h i s deleg'ation 
supported the Group's conclusions or that i't cndorGod the prcccdi;re v/hich had l e d to 
the Group's csta,hlÍGln-icnt. 

2Û. F i r s t of э21, i.íha.t d e c i s i o n could the Conmiscion tal:e concornin^' the r e p o r t ? I t 
could, at most, tal:o note of the r e p o r t . In GO doing-, i t would have decided to endorse 
a l l the elements, trvie or" f a l s e , contained t h e r e i n . I t vras cloa.r t h a i , althougli a l l 
tho memoers of the Co-nmission haxl probaoly studied tho ropoi't, the same \;ould not be 
true of p u b l i c opinion, f o r which the report vac u l t i m a t e l y intended, as achnowlodgod 
by the Cri-oun i n tho reconmondation contained i n para.gra.ph I 9 6 of i t s r e p o r t . His 
d e l e g a t i o n was t h e r e f o r e concerned that ри^эНс o p i n i o n might remember only the l i s t of 
countries r e f e r r e d to i r . the repoi-t, without t a i l i n g account of tho circumstances i n 
vrhich the event s complained of had talcen plaice or of the t r u t l i of the a l l e g a t i o n s made. 
There l a y the f i r s t f a n l t i n tho procedure adopted. Serious ca.soa were lumped tog'ethar 
vrith l e s s s e r i o u s ones, C-ovornmonts which vrere accountable were lumped together vrith 
those which were not. -In h i s delegation's opinion, tho Commission sho-old, at a stage 
to be determined and i n accordance \ r i t h procedures bo be e s t a b l i s h e d , be c a l l e d upon 
to consider only d e f i n i t e l y pi-'ovon cases c f disappearance. 

21. Secondly, h i s d e l e g a t i o n h e l d the view that bring'ing d i s c u s s i o n s or a c t s to the 
a t t e n t i o n of tho p u b l i c wa.G a vra.y of punishing the Govorninents •'.rhich had been 
i n c r i m i n a t e d and that such punishraent should be meted out only a f t e r ovor;>̂  p r e c a u t i o n 
had bean talcen to determine the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y of the Government i n question. 

22. T h i r d l y , the Commission's v o r l i must not be i n f l u e n c e d by outside pressure or, i n 
p a r t i c u l a r , by c e r t a i n mass media which vmfortunatcly sought i n most cases t o 
s e n s a t i o n a l i z e events r a t h e r than to provide o b j e c t i v e i n f o r m a t i o n . I t vras a. v r e l l 
laiovm f a c t that various media had already reported most of the d e t a i l e d cases r e f e r r e d 
to i n the r e p o r t . The Commission could not, however, be considered as a sounding-board 
f o r an orchestrated campaign against a. p a r t i c u l a r country. 

23. For those and other reasons, and i n p a r t i c u l a r because the Groiip had studied only 
a fcvr hundred of the thousands of cases s u b a i t t a d to i t , he -iras of the o p i n i o n t h a i , 
i n order to combat tha;c s e r i o u s and scandalous phenomenon, any procedure e s t a b l i s h e d 
by the Commission nust moot the f o l l o v r i n g reciuirerjcntG" i t inust enahle the Group or 
any other body e s t a b l i s h e d by the Commission to choche c o n p l c i n t s c l o s e l y and s i f t them 
r e s p o n s i b l y ; i t nust ensure the o,bsolutc independence of tho Commission's vrork; and 
i t must periiiit p u b l i c i t y only concerning" those Covcrnncnts that had been recognized as 
r e s p o n s i b l e by the Commission as a r e s u l t of i t s vrork. 

24. Ijr_. TEjfflEFE_ ( E t h i o p i a ) s a i d he vrishsd to make i t c l e a r that the purpose of the 
remarks he wa.s about t o maJcc -/as not t o cjuestion the personal i n t e g r i t y or a u t h o r i t y 
of the nenbers of the Working Group on Enforced or I n v o l i u i t a r y Disappearances. 

25. H i s d e l e g a t i o n cfaeriod the c r i t e r i a and notiv'os f o r s i n g l i n g ' cut I5 c o u n t r i e s - i n 
I i a t i n America, Africa., yisio, and Evirope - and the nathodolog^r'' i t had used i n order to 
a s c e r t a i n the a u t h e n t i c i t y of the informa.tion i t had r e c e i v e d on 11,000 to 13,000 cases 
of disappearance. Quite c l e a r l y , the Group, i n three sessions t o t a l l i n g - I9 da,ys, could 
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not have d e a l t fairlj»- vdth cuch a vast snhject. The f a c t that c e r t a i n of i t с members 
had- perhaps been i n c l i n e d to accept unsubstantiated a l l e g a t i o n s , tha,t thoro had been 
an i n t e r r u p t i o n i n the Group's l e a d e r s h i p , and that c e r t a i n absent nemberc had had to 
be roplacod a,dversely a,ffectod- tho scope and content of i t s report (Е/СП.4/1435 
and A d d . l ) . 

26. ^fich respect to the Group's recorariondation that i t s mandate should bo renevred 
(para. 193 of the r e p o r t ) , IrLo i l o l e g a t i o n would endorse i t only i f there vras a 
consonsLis. Tho Group had been e s t a b l i s h e d f o r one JQCX imder Commission 
r e s o l u t i o n . 20 (ХХХП), and i t s mandate d i d not n e c e s s a r i l y . have to be extended, 
e s p e c i a l l y since a considerable number of Member Gtatori wore not pleased v i t h the vray 
i n , which i t had boon performing i t s f u n c t i o n s . Iloroover, i n h i s d.elogation's o p i n i o n , 
tho m u l t i p l i c i t y of coamittoos i n the area c f human r i g h t s d i d not n e c e s s a r i l y guarantee 
b e t t e r pro.tsction of the exorcise of those r i g h t s . In any event, M s d e l e g a t i o n vrould 
not adopt a. p o s i t i o n on proposals f o r changing the c o n p o s i t i o n or mandate of any 
,subsidiary organ of the Connission r n t i l i t had c a r e f u l l y weighed a l l those 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n s . 

27. ïhosc general renorhs should' i n no v.'a.y be construed, as meaning that tho E t h i o p i a n 
GovorniTicnt would coa.se to. co-opcrato w i t h the e x i s t i n g su.bsidiary orgoais ; i t had alvrays 
co-oporated v.'ith such organs vrithout h e s i t a t i o n . 

20. The o b j e c t i v e of the E t h i o p i a n r e v o l u t i o n v;as to r e s t o r e to tho people at largo 
tho p o l i t i c a l , economic, s o c i a l and other human r i g h t s vrhich had been usurped by the 
d i s c r e d i t e d pro-1974 regiuo. The human i-ights of a l l persons, includ-ing those subjected 
to any foriii of d e t e n t i o n a„nd inprisonment, were f u l l y respected i n E t h i o p i a , i n 
accorda,nco vrith Generar Asoonbly r e s o l u t i o n 3.3/173, and ho qu.otod i n that connection 
a r t i c l e s 410, 414 and 417 of tho E t h i o p i a n Penal Codo. Even at tho time i/hon : 
i n d i v i d u a l s and groups, a s s i s t e d by outside f o r c e s , had attached the E t h i o p i a n 
r e v o l u t i o n andi the u n i t y and t e r r i t o r i a l i n t e g r i t y of the country, daio pi-ocess of law 
had boon a.pplied. Tho accusation na.do by one non-governnontal o r g a n i z a t i o n , as 
r e f l e c t e d i n paragraphs 102 and 103 of the Uorking Group's r e p o r t , was f a l s e and 
l a r g e l y derived f r o n a p r i v i l o g e d group of f o r n o r o f f i c i a l s and descendants o f tho 
foriiier f e u d a l monarch, irho had l i v e d i n l a v i s h l y f u r n i s h e d palaces while the oppressed 
masses had boon s u f f e r i n g f r o n a p p a l l i n g poverty. Those p o l i t i c a l l y - m o t i v a t e d a t t a c k s 
vrero being launched, a t a time when the i-cprosontativc of tho Secretary-General, vrho had 
esta.blichcd d i r e c t conta.ct w i t h tho E t h i o p i a n Governnent i n n a t t e r s p e r t a i n i n g , t o the 
hunan-rights s i t u a t i o n i n E t h i o p i a , had been i n v i t e d to gr^ to .Ethiopia f o r the second 
t i n e . The i n c l u s i o n of E t h i o p i a i n the l i s t of c o u n t r i e s considorod uncicr Commission . 
r e s o l u t i o n 20 (;GCCVl) was u n j u s t i f i e d . Tho Commission should therefore-talvO a l l those 
fa.cts i n t i : considera.tion before adopting the report of tho Working" Group or extending 
i t s nandate, as proposed i n d.raft r e s o l u t i o n Е / С П . / / L . 1552, about wMch h i s d e l e g a t i o n , 
tog''ether w i t h othoi-s, had very s e r i o u s r e s e r v a t i o n s . 

I r . ..p.ipGTiriJIT (observer f o r ITorway) s a i d that the ilorrregian. people were very 
s e n s i t i v o to tho problon of enforced or invol\uita.ry disappoaxances. The Uonregiaai 
Comraittoo on Ilanan Paghts had c o l l e c t e d , through various IToCT/egian h ^ i a n - r i g h t s 
org-anizationo, i n f o r m a t i o n on cases of dicappoaranco i n a nunber of c o u n t r i e s i n various 
continents a.nd had siibmittod i t to tho Viorking-. Group on,Enforced or Invol;mtary 
Dioappeatrancos. I t intend.ed to continue that p r a c t i c e . 
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50. Tlis d e l e g a t i o n congratulated the Group on i t s e x c e l l e n t report (E/CN.4/1435 and 
Ad d . l ) , which was a l l the more coinmendahle since i t had had only s i x months i n which 
t o prepare the report and c e r t a i n Governments had extended t o i t i n s u i T i c i e n t 
co-operation or none at a l l . H i s d e l e g a t i o n hoped that the Governments i n question 
would adopt a more c o n s t r u c t i v e a t t i t u d e toward.s the Group, thus demonstrating t h e i r 
d e s i r e t o pr o t e c t human r i g h t s . 

31. H i s d e l e g a t i o n had not been convinced by the arguments adduced, f o r a p p l y i n g the 
procedxire set f o r t h i n Economic and S o c i a l Council r e s o l u t i o n I503 ( X L V I I l ) to the 
Group's work, ifh i c h vrould b e n e f i t from being made p u b l i c , although a c e r t a i n degree 
of d i s c r e t i o n should, be ex e r c i s e d i n order t o p r o t e c t the f a m i l i e s and i n d i v i d u a l s 
concerned. The Group's mandate should t h e r e f o r e be extended mid i t should, talce s . l l 
necessary emergency measures i n every case of disappea,rance brought t o i t s a t t e n t i o n . 
His d e l e g a t i o n a c c o r d i n g l y supported, the d r e t t r e s o l u t i o n svtbmitted by the French 
de l e g a t i o n ( E / C H . 4 / L . 1 5 5 2 ), vrhich i t hoped vrould be adopted vrithout a vote. 

32. Mr. HtJCETTE (observer for'Venezuela) s a i d that Venezuela had g r e a t l y vrelcomed 
the establishment of the Working Group on Enforced or Inv o l u n t a r y Disappearances,, not 
only beca,use i t represented a, ste;3 forxrard, i n the search f o r s o l u t i o n s t o the problem 
of enforced- or i n v o l u n t a r y disappearances, but a l s o because i t had been agreed t o ' . 
by consensus,' Hovrever,- i n the •cur.rent debate there vrere . signs of se r i o u s divergences 
of o p i n i o n concerning the vrork accomplished by the Group, vrhich'had nevertheless 
f u l f i l l e d i t s mission vrith a keen avrareness of i t s r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s . As cases of 
disappearance vrere c o n t i n u i n g t o occi-ir, h i s d e l e g a t i o n considered i t imperative that 
the Grovip's mandate sho-uld be renevred. I t t h e r e f o r e vrished, t o co-sponsor d r a f t 
r e s o l u t i o n E/CII .4/L.1552 and appealed t o a l l the States concerned t o co-operate vrith 
the Group, 

33. Mr. LIBEROFF (observer f o r the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Union of St-udents) r e c a l l e d -fchat at 
the preceding session of the Commission a number of non-governmental o r g a n i z a t i o n s 
had, a l r e a d y dravm p a r t i c u l a r a t t e n t i o n to tho seriousness of the problem of enforced' 
disappearances, vrhich had, a l s o been empho-sized at the b r i e f i n g meeting at the 
governmental l e v e l vrhich had been h e l d at the P a l a i s des ITatiens- on tha t question. 
The report of tho Working Group on Enforced, or Involuntary Disappearai-ices 
(2/011,4/1435 and Add.l) ]\РЛ h i g h l i g h t o d 00th the scate of "ôhe question and the 
d i v e r s i t y of a t t i t u d e s among the Governments concerned,. The i n t e m a t i o n a J 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s had a p a r t i c u l a r l y s e rious r e s p o n s i b i l i t y vrhen. the v i c t i m s and -fcheir 
f a m l i e s vrere deprived, of any domestic remedy; the s i t u a t i o n vras d i f f e r e n t i n 
count r i e s such as, Hicaragaa, and .'Sthiopia., vrhere the Governments vrere malcing e f f o r t s 
to put an end t o the problem, an attit-ade vrhich should be dul y recognized, by the 
Commission. 

34. The Grotip's report shovred that anti-democratic régimes i n v a r i o u s p a r t s of the 
world, p a r t i c u l a r l y L a t i n America, vrere s y s t e m a t i c a l l y abducting t h e i r p o l i t i c a l 
opponents. They gave a.s excuses the struggle against t e r r o r i s m , the l i m i t e d number 
of cases of disappearance, ox- the la.ck of time to study them, but such excuses vrere 
not acceptable. The struggle a g a i n s t t e r r o r i s m d i d not c o n s i s t i n abdxicting young 
c h i l d r e n and having them adopted by other f a m i l i e s vrithout the Icnovrledge of t h e i r 
parents, or abducting:convalescent or s i c k p a t i e n t s from h o s p i t a l s . From the 
inf o r m a t i o n presented i n the r e p o r t , and from other i n f o r m a t i o n vrhich the 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l Union c f Students ha.d s u p p l i e d t o the Group, i t vras a^pparent that 
thousands of students, p r o f e s s o r s and- i - u i i v e r s i t y s t a f f had disappeared, often a f t e r 
having been abducted i n f r o n t of t h e i r colleagues or p u p i l s by members of the 
s e c u r i t y s e r v i c e s or the armed f o r c e s ; l a t e r i t vras reported that those m i s s i n g 
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persons had been k i l l e d i n c l a s h e s , had gone xmderground or had l e f t the country. , 
Yet. i n most cases there had been eyewitnesses of the abductions,.and complaints had 
been lodged v;ith' the competent s e c u r i t y s e r v i c e s . The i n f o r m a t i o n at present 
submitted t o the Commission h i g h l i g h t e d the p e r s i s t e n c e of a t r a g i c s i t u a t i o n ; i n 
order t o study that s i t u a t i o n thoroughly,, the procedures f o r the examination of 
cases should be modified, although imdue manipulation .of the Group' should be avoided. 
The I n t e r n a t i o n a l Union of Students, which c o n s i s t e d of more than 100 stu.dent 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s throughout the i / o r l d sind c o n s t a n t l y denounced the r e p r e s s i v e p r a c t i c e s 
that.were the'cause of the disappearances, considered that the Group's mandate should, 
be extended and, as an o r g a n i z a t i o n recognized by the Economic and S o c i a l C o u n c i l , ' i t 
would continue to co-operate w i t h the Group. 

.35. He went on t o describe a personal s i t u a t i o n . H i s f a t h e r , a doctor, had obtained 
Uruguayan n a t i o n a l i t y a f t e r 2 0 years' residence i n that country. On.12 J u l y 1973» 
he had been a r r e s t e d at h i s home, and i t had l a t e r been lea,med t h a t he was being 
h e l d i n a barracks near the c a p i t a l where no one was allowed to v i s i t him. On 
7 November 1973 he had been oDcpelled from the country, vrithout any t r i a l , on the -
p r e t e x t that he had been bortt i n Argentina. He had resumed, h i s p r o f e s s i o n i n e x i l e 
and had had a cancer operation i n l i a r c h I976; on 19 Ш у 197^, vrhile he vras 
convalescing, a group of 50 members of the s e c u r i t y s e r v i c e s had burst i n t o h i s home 
at n i g h t and had abd.ucted him a f t e r having struck h i s vrife and daughters* Since then 
i t had been-impossible to o b t a i n i n f o r m a t i o n on h i s whereabouts from any a u t h o r i t y . 
Pour other Uruguayan c i t i z e n s a r r e s t e d on the same nig h t had been found murdered 
three days l a t e r , ' t h e i r bodies b e a r i n g marks of t o r t u r e . That vras one example among 
thousands of the p r a c t i c e s of the C h i l e a n , Argentine, Uriiguayan, Salvadorian, 
Guatemalan, Paraguayan and other régimes, régimes vrhich i n t e r n a t i o n a l • p v i b l i c o p i nion 
condemned. 

36. Viscount COL'VILLE of CULFiOSS (United Kingdom), speaking as A c t i n g Chairman/ 
Rapporteur'of the Working Group on .Enforced or I n v o l u n t a r y Disappearances, s a i d he 
vrished t o r e p l y t o a number of qtiestions and observations on the a c t i v i t i e s and 
r e p o r t of the Group of vrhich he vras Chairman. He noted that a l l the spealcers had 
agreed,-that the phenomenon under c o n s i d e r a t i o n was a s e r i o u s one and' i n v o l v e d 
v i o l a t i o n of many b a s i c r i g h t s . i n that respect the Group's view had been end.orsed. 
by the Commission. The Group had t r i e d i n the course of i t s vrork t o be f a i t h f u l t o 
i t s terras of reference and. t o the s p i r i t vrhich had. inspired, them. I t haxl been avrare 
of the reqггirement to act vrith d i s c r e t i o n s some r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s at lea.st ' ha.d t h o u ^ i t 
i t had succeeded, Hovrever,• there had been c r i t i c i s m s and suggestions f o r changés, 
and the Group vrouild give thesji the most c a r e f u l c o n s i d e r a t i o n i f i t s mandate vra.s 
extended; i t vras alvrays open t o c o n s t r u c t i v e c r i t i c i s m . With respect t o i t s f u t i i r e 
a c t i v i t i e s , the Group wa.s o b v i o u s l y dependent on the d e c i s i o n of the Commission, which 
had. e s t a b l i s h e d i t . 

37. A common theme of the statements d u r i n g the debate had been the humanitarian 
nat'ure of the Group's task, ' The constant anguish of the fatrailles of m i s s i n g persons 
could indeed not be ignored. R e f e r r i n g t o suggestions concerning c o n f i d e n t i a l i t y , he 
drevr a t t e n t i o n to the p r a c t i c a l d i f f i c u l t i e s i n t h a t area. One r e p r e s e n t a t i v e had 
c r i t i c i z e d the Group's l a c k of progress; hovrever, i t had managed t o shed l i g h t on 
the fa.te of a number of m i s s i n g persons, thanlcs t o the co-operation of Governments. 
During the course of the deba.te, s t i l l other Governments Imd offered, t h e i r 
co-operation. R e s u l t s had ' sometimes been a.chieved. through the svibmission of the ' 
i n i t i a l l i s t of cases and at other times tlirough subsequent i n q u i r i e s i n t o nevr cases. 
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38. In a l l i t s emotivities, the Group ha,d made an e f f o r t to f u l f i l the d i r e c t i v e o 
contained i n Commission r e s o l u t i o n 20(XXXVl), and paragraph 6 i n p a r t i c u l a r . I t had 
communicated a l l the information i t had been able to obtain to the f a m i l i e s of missing 
persons:, i t vrould be r e g r e t t a b l e i f a. new procedure prevented them from being so 
informed i n the f u t u r e . The many d e t a i l s which the Group had ga,thered on so many 
i n d i v i d u a l tragedies were a v a i l a b l e to a.ll members of the Commission. At i t s preceding 
session the General Assembly had a,dopted by consensus r e s o l u t i o n 35/193» whose s p i r i t 
could not be f o r g o t t e n . A f t e r cjuoting parograph 2 of that r e s o l u t i o n , he assured the 
Commission t h a t , whatever method was chosen by the Commission i n order to continue 
consideration, of the question as the General Assembly had requested, the Group would 
talce the g r e a t e s t a.ccount of the opinions expressed, during the débale i f i t s mandate 
was renev/ed. In c o n c l u s i o n , the members of the Group v/ished to acknov/ledge the 
compliments and v/ords of encouragement a^ddressed to them by many de l e g a t i o n s . 

39. I'h:. van. BÔ /HJN ( D i r e c t o r , D i v i s i o n of Human Rights) s a i d he had noted, during the 
debate, one delegation's sometimes heatedL comments on the r o l e of the S e c r e t a r i a t and 
the D i v i s i o n of Human Rights i n p a r t i c u l a r . He would not enter i n t o various 
substantive asx^ects on v/hich members of the Commission had already commented, but 
simply v/ished to s t a t e t h a t the S e c r e t a r i a t v/as i n s p i r e d by the p r i n c i p l e s of the 
Charter, and i n p a r t i c u l a r A r t i c l e 100 thereof, in. c a r r y i n g out i t s d-uties o b j e c t i v e l y , 
i m p a r t i a l l y and c o n s c i e n t i o u s l y . In dis c h a r g i n g i t s mand.ates, i t v/as guided by the 
re l e v a n t r e s o l u t i o n s of higher policy-malcing organs, by the dec i s i o n s of p a r t i c u l a r 
human r i g h t s organs of s u b s i d i a r y organs, and by considerations of p r i n c i p l e , v/hether 
they v/ere human-rights p r i n c i p l e s , l e g a l p r i n c i p l e s or other p r i n c i p l e s . The question 
of the c h a n n e l l i n g of i n f o r m a t i o n had a r i s e n during the debate; the Working Group on 
Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances had talcen. a c l e a r p o s i t i o n , regarding that 
question, v/hich v/as r e f l e c t e d i n annex X of i t s r e p o r t , and had o u t l i n e d the issues of 
p r i n c i p l e p e r t a i n i n g to the Group's methods of v/ork and the r o l e of the S e c r e t a r i a t . 
Granted that various bodies considered a l l e g a t i o n s of v i o l a t i o n s of human r i g h t s , i f a 
human-rights organ or s u b s i d i a r y organ i n t e r p r e t e d i t s mandate as r e q u i r i n g a c e r t a i n 
course of a c t i o n and the S e c r e t a r i a t could see no g l a r i n g l e g a l o b j e c t i o n to the 
course of a c t i o n proposed, the S e c r e t a r i a t v/ould c a r r y out the duties requested of i t 
by such an organ and leave matters p e r t a i n i n g to the correctness of l e g a l 
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n to the organs r e s p o n s i b l e f o r determining such questions. 

VIOLATIONS OF HШÍA1̂ Í RIGHTS I N SOUTHERN AFRICA; REPORT OF THE AD HOG WORICING GROUP 
OP EXIîlRTS (agenda item 6) (continued) (E/CN.4 /L . 1 5 5 3 ) 

40. Mr. В Е Ш Ш А (Morocco) introduced d r a f t r e s o l u t i o n E/CN . 4 / L . 1 5 5 3 concerning 
agenda item б on behalf of i t s sponsors (Burundi, Egypt, E t h i o p i a , Ghana, I n d i a , 
I r a q , Morocco, N i g e r i a , P h i l i p p i n e s , Senegal, S y r i a n Arab Republic, Y u g o s l a v i a , Z a i r e 
and Zambia). The debate on item б had demonstrated the great i n t e r e s t that the 
Commission v/as c o n t i n u i n g to talce i n i t . A l l the statements had s t r e s s e d the 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l community's grave concern about the v/orsening of human-rights 
v i o l a t i o n s i n southern A f r i c a , a concern that had been f u r t h e r increased by the recent 
f a i l u r e of the n e g o t i a t i o n s on Namibia. A f t e r commenting b r i e f l y on d r a f t 
r e s o l u t i o n E/CN.4/L.I553 and drav/ing p a r t i c u l a r a t t e n t i o n to operative paragraphs 3j 
4, 6, 8, 10 and 13, he s a i d that the sponsors regarded i t as a contribution, to the 
safeguarding of j u s t i c e and d i g n i t y i n southern A f r i c a and a r e a f f i r m a t i o n of t h e i r 
devotion to the i d e a l s of the Charter. They v;ere convinced that the members of the 
Commission v/ho v/ished to champion those i d e a l s vrould have no h e s i t a t i o n supporting 
the t e x t . 

The meeting rose at 6 . I 5 p.m. 




