
UNITED NATIONS 

ECONOMIC 
AND 
SOCIAL COUNC 

3 = ^ 

GEHEIUiL 
S/CÍÍ.4/SR.I597 
13 Eebruaiy 19S1 

Original-: 31IGLISH 

COMIISGIOH ON ШЛ'ШТ EIGHTS.. 
Thirty-seventli session 

STfflHAEJ EûCORû OF THE 1597 th ííEETfflG 
held at the Palais dés Nations, Geneva,, 
on Thursday, 12 Febru.arj^.l9Sl, at. 10 a.ui. 

Ghairraan; Ilr. CALERO RODRIGUES ( B r a z i l ) 

.COITTENTS. 

Violations of Нглпап rights in southern Africas report of the M .Шс Working 
Groiip of Experts (continued) 

The adverse consequences for the enjoyraent of human rights of p o l i t i c a l , m i l i t a r y , 
economic and other forms of assistance given to colonial and r a c i s t régimes i n 
southern.Africa (continued) 

Implementation of the International Convention on. the Svippression and Punisliment. 
of the " Grime of Apartheid (contintied) 

(a) Study i n collaboration viith the Sub-Commission on Prevention of Discrimination 
ahd Protection of Minorities of ways and means of eneuring.the implementation 
of United Nations resolutions bearing on aparthe i d , racism and r a c i a l 
discriminât ion 

(b) Implementation of the Programtie f o r the Decade for. Action to Combat Racism 
ana. .Racial Discrimina.tion ( contihn-ed'j 
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The meeting was called to order at 10.15 a.m. 

VIOLATIONS OP ШМШ RIGHTS Ш SOüTHERIT JffiRlCAî REPORT OF THE AD HOC WORKINQ ÍJRCÜP 
OP ЕХРШТЗ (agenda item 6) (continued) (E/GN.4/14IO5 E/CÏÏ.4/14II» E/CN.4/1429? 
E/CÏÏ.4/143O5 E/CN.4/NGO/290) 

THE ADVERSE CCŒTSEQUENCES POR THE ENJOÏliEHT OP Ш Ш RIGHTS OP POLITICAL^ ICLITAET, 
ECONOMIC AND OTHER FORI© CP ASSISTAITCE GIVEN TO COLONIAL AND RACIST REGBES IN 
SOUTHERN AFRICA (agenda item ?) (continued) (A/RES/35/32; E/CN.4/Sub.2/425 and 
Add.1-7) 

IMPLEMENTATION OP THE INTERÎIATIONAL CONVEMÏION ON THE SUPPRESSION AMD PUNISHMEINT 
OP THE CRBE OP APARTHEID (agenda item 17) (continued) (E/CN.4/1415 ала Add.1-9? 
Б/СЖ.4/1416; E/CN.4/14175 E/CN.4/1426; E/CN ,4/NGO/290; A/RES/35/39) 

(a) STUDY IN COLLABORATION V/ITH THE SUB-COIMSSION ON PREVENTION OP DISCRII-IINATICÎî 
àïïD PROTECTION OP MINORITIES OP WAYS AND MEANS OP ENSURING THE D'lPLEMENTATIQN 
OP UNITED NATIONS RESOLUTIONS BEARING ON APARTHEID. RACISM AND RACIAL 
DISCRDUNATION 

(b) IMPLEîffiNTATION OP THE PROGRAI'IME POR THE DECADE POR ACTION TO COMBAT RACISM 
AND RACIAL DISCRIIOTATION (agenda item 21 ) (continued) (E/CN.4/14515 
E/CN.4/1447? E/CN.4/1448 and Add.15 A/REs/54/24? A/EES/35/ЗЗ5 A/RES/35/343 
ST/HR/SER.A/35 ST/HR/SER.A/5) 

1. № . ORTIZ RODRIGUEZ (СггЪа), Chairman/Rapporteur of the Group of Three 
established under the International Convention on the Svippression and Punishment 
of the Crime of Apartheid, introduced the report of the Group (E/CN ,4/1417). He 
noted that the Group had made an exhaustive analysis of the reports submitted by-
States Parties -under ar t i c l e VTI of the Convention and had concluded that progress 
had been made i n the presentation of reports. However, the Grotip had expressed 
concern at the fact that only 58 States had thus far become parties to the 
Convention and i t s conviction that r a t i f i c a t i o n of that instrument on a xmiversal 
basis and the implementation of i t s provisions -were necessary for i t s effectiveness. 

2. Mr. MtJNTASSER (Organization of African Unity) said that one of the basic 
pua?poses of OAU was to promote international co-operation and understanding within 
the framework of the Charter of the United Nations and the Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights. Its foremost objective was the elimination of apartheid and 
a l l the human rights violations i t involved. He welcomed the growing realization 
of the suffering caused by raci a l discrimination as practised under the apartheid 
system. 

5 . It was permissible to thinlc that the ¥estem groups which controlled world 
trade had a vested interes-fc i n the perpetuation of -the apartheid sys-tem as a means 
of protecting their inves-fcments. The Vfestem transnational corporations i n 
South Africa relied on the avai l a b i l i t y of cheap labour, and the collapse of that 
system WQ-uld mean loss of profits and investment oppor-tunities which would damage 
the economies of certain Western countries. Changes could be introduced i n 
South Africa only, i f investments viere reduced and an economic embargo was imposed. 
The struggle against the apartheid system was a struggle be-tween those possessing 
capital and̂  advanced' technology and an exploited class lacking capital and having 
limited education and poor technology. The exclusion of the majority of the 
poptuation from the p o l i t i c a l l i f e of their country and degrading treatment and 
torture must be brought to an end. 



lii/си. 4/SR. 1597 
page 

4. The accession to independence 01 Zinbabwe had dealt a blovr to the r a c i s t 
forces vrhich OAU had hoped vould be follovred up by the independence of i l l e g a l l y 
occupied lîamibia. Hovrever, the recent attempt by the Secretary-General of the 
United Nations to f a c i l i t a t e an agreement betvreen South A f r i c a and SbuiPO vrith a 
vievr to implementing the United Nations plan f o r the independence of Namibia had 
f a i l e d because of South.Africa's intransigence and i t s rejection of that plan as 
premature. OAU had not only strongly condemned South Africa's position in that 
regard bvit had also deplored the half-hearted efforts of the liestern countries to 
bring the necessary pressure to bear on South A f r i c a . I t agreed vrith the 
Secretary-General that there could be no true and l a s t i n g peace in sovithern A f r i c a 
as long as the majority ox the population v-as excluded from p o l i t i c a l l i f e and i t s 
moct respected leaders v^ere imprisoned or banned. 

5. Mrs. К Ш Ж С ('Jomen's Iirternational Democratic Federation) said that vflDF 
vras deeply concerned at the flagrant a.nd massive violations of the human rights 
of vromen and children in South Afi-ica and Namibia and uas unremitting in i t s 
efforts to end the racirjt regime's policy of domination and ins t i t u t i o n a J i z e d 
exploitation. As a vromen's organization, i t had helped атэлт the attention of 
•ï.rorld public opinion to the unfortunately deteriorating situation of vromen in that 
a.rea., and vrelcomed the resolutions concerning that problem adopted at the "Jorld 
Conference of the United Nations Decade for lomen. 

6. Apartheid vrould not have survived vrithout the economic and m i l i t a r y assistance 
provided by the major h'estern countries. Foreign -monopolies controlled and 
exploited the natural resources of the area and propped up -fche minority r a c i s t 
régimeovrhich protected t h e i r p r o f i t s . A l l States vrhich supported the r a c i s t 
regime of South A f r i c a made themselves accomplices to the nujueroiis and. vrell-
documented violations of the rights of vromen i n southern A f r i c a . Those violations 
vrhich included glaring inequalities in the d i s t r i b u t i o n of vrea.lth, deportation to 
ba.ntustans and poor-quality education, had reduced Vifi-ioan vrom.en and their families 
to an i n f e r i o r status and deprived -them of dignity and fi-eedom. As pa.rt of the 
apa.rtheid regime's increasing repression, thousands of innocent persons uere being 
im.prisoned in South A f r i c a and Namibia., and i-IDF urged the Commission to do 
vrha.tever i t could to a l l e v i a t e t h e i r sufferings. Through i t s repeated a.cts of 
aggression the r a c i s t régime of South .-ifrica was also im.peding development and 
preventing the exercise of hviman rights in neighbouring .Ifricaii States. That 
régime had created an explosive situation vrhich v.ras a threat to pea.ce in A f r i c a 
and throughout the world. l.'IDF therefore urged the uormiiission to do -vrha-t i t could 
to ensure the universal applicat.'.on of economtc and other sanctions against South 
Africa, under Chapter VII of the Charter. I t also called upon i t to take a l l 
possible steps to solve the problera of .Namibia on the basis of Security Covincil 
resolution 455 (1970) and to ensure .implementation of the recommendations 
concerning assistance to vromen in eouthern i:.frica contained i n the Progra.mr.ie of 
Action for the Second Half of the Uinited Nations-, Decade for homen. 

7. Mr. ВНД'-ЬШ (Nigeria), noting that only 58 States had r a t i f i e d the International 
Convention on the Suppression and Pi.rnislmient of the Crime of Apartheid, appealed 
to those States vrhich had not yet done so to accede to that instrument. Universal 
acceptance of the Convention vroirtd help remove the la.st vestiges of apartheid, 
vrhich a l l Member States deplored. 

The meetinrc rose at 11.05 a.m.. 




