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WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 5, ‘1984

Pair Died in Nicaraguan Clash

Two Americans Called Volunteers

By Don Oberdorfer
Washinglon Post Staff Writer

The two Americans killed in a
clash with government troops in
Nicaragua last Saturday were
volunteers who traveled to Cen-
‘tral America at their own ex-
pense to “fight communism,” the
leader of a year-old Alabama
paramilitary organization said
yesterday.

Tom Posey, founder of Civil-
ian-Military Assistance, said in a
telephone interview that he ar-
ranged the ill-fated trip for the
two men, who joined anti-Sandi-
nista - insurgents in Honduras
about a week before their deaths,

Posey said the victims and oth-
er Americans he recruited to aid
the rebels were in “no way, form
or fashion” connected with the
Central Intelligence Agency.

The Reagan administration has
also denied that the dead men or
their U,S. companions had any
connection with U.S, intelli-
gence. In statements to Sen.’
Daniel Patrick Moynihan (D-
N.Y.), the CIA denied involve-
ment and the State Department
issued an official denial.

There was no denial that the
operations in which the men
were involved when they were
killed' were part of the “secret

war” financed by the CIA for
more than two years against Nic-
aragua’s Sandinista government.
Congressional sources said the
UH500 helicopter in which the
men were flying when shot dewn
and three fixed-wing planes used
in the same military action had
been supplied by the CIA.
Various sources, including of-
ficials of the Nicaraguan Demo-
cratic Force (FDN) being as-
sisted by the two dead Ameri-
cans, identified the pair as Dana
H. Parker of Huntsville, Ala., a
detective with the Huntsville Po-
lice Department, and James P.

Sce lL.{\TIN, AlZ,Col. 1

Higher in Areas Approximately 75 Miles
From District of Columbla (See Box on A2)
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Powell I, a pilot from Memphis,
Tenn.

Pentagon officials said Parker
served part-time as a captain in the
Special Forces Group of the Ala-
bama National Guard in Decatur
and was an enlisted Marine in Viet-
nam. Powell’s mother, Rose, said in
Memphis that Powell owns a fixed-
wing airplane and had been an
Army helicopter pilot in Vietnam
where he survived being shot down.

Adolfo Calero, the FDN’s chief
executive officer, said in a tele-
phone interview that Parker, Pow-
ell, four other Americans and his
brother, Mario Calero, arrived in
Honduras Aug. 25 to aid the insur-
gents.

He said Parker and Powell had
been training Nicaraguan exiles at a
rebel base on flying a UH500 hel-
icopter when the two Americans
suddenly announced that they were
going on “a rescue mission” and
took off with Mario Pozo, a Ni-
caraguan killed with them,

Posey said FDN sources told him
indirectly that Parker and Powell
heard at the rebel base that “a plane
is in trouble” and decided on the
spur of the moment to go to its de-
fense in the helicopter.

“It wasn’t planned,” said Posey,
who insisted that volunteers proc-
essed by his organization went to
the Nicaraguan border area to
train, not fight.

Nicaraguan Defense Minister
Humberto Ortega charged that tlie
helicopter had joined three rebel
fixed-wing planes in an attack on a
government military school at
Santa Clara in northern Nicaragua.
Ortega said the raid was carried out
“with the direct involvement of el-
ements trained by the CIA” and that
a civilian worker, 28, and three chil-
dren had been killed.
 Nicaragua last night requested an
urgent meeting of the U.N. Secu-
rity Council to deal with the “situ-
ation created by the fresh escala-
tion of aggression.” A Nicaraguan
spokesman cited the military action
Saturday and the downing of a U.S.-
made C47 transport plane over Nic-
aragua last Wednesday as some ev-
idence of the “escalation.”

The Americans who.accompanied

Parker and Powell to Honduras on
their recent trip, according to FDN
chief Calero, included:
. e Cliff Albright of Memphis, a
yetired Republic Airlines pilot and
commander of a paramilitary organ-
fzation known as Phantom Division,
Tennessee Airborne.

The January 1984 edition of Sol-
dier of Fortune magazine said Al-
bright, described as a “master para-
chute rigger, jumpmaster and in-
structor with 510 jumps,” was part
of a three-week Soldier of Fortune
dnission to El Salvador in August
'1983.

e Louis McKnight, who had been
an instructor at Hagler Air Service
in Memphis. Powell had been a
friend of McKnight since high
school, according to Powell's moth-
er, Rose.

o Walter Branton of Huntsville,
who was not otherwise identified.

+ & A man described only as Bill.

Powell’s former wife, Geri, told’

Washington Post staff writer Fred
Barbash that Powell left Aug. 23 for
Central America, telling her that
“he was going over there to fly sup-
plies and clothes and medicine” and
would be back in 10 days.

On Aug. 1, she said, Powell at-
tended a meeting at a Memphis
Veterans of Foreign Wars post at
which Mario Calero was the main
speaker. An advertisement for the
meeting said the subject was “the
Nicaraguan Democratic Force:
FDN, previously sponsored by the
CIA and had to function secretly but
they are now free to tell the truth.”
CMA of Decatur, presumably
Posey’s Civilian-Military  Assist-
ance, was listed among the spon-
Sors.

Previous accounts described Par-
ker and Powell as the first U.S. cit-
izens killed in the “secret war.”
However, Washington Post special
correspondent John Lantigua re-
ported from Managua that the U.S.
Embassy there confirmed that Hec-
tor Jove Torres, 39, of Arrecino,
Puerto Rico, died in combat near
the Costa Rican border this spring.

In an interview from his home in
Decatur, Posey rejected the wide-
spread description of Parker and
Powell as mercenaries. “Those peo-
ple do not fight for money or train
for money,” he said of the volun-
teers, mostly Vietnam vetérans,
who have signed up through his or-
ganization to go to Central Amer-
ica.

Saying that “99 percent of what
we do is out of our own pockets,”
Posey said of the dead Americans,
“The only thing they got out of it is
some beans and rice.”

Posey said he had been visited in
April by an FBI agent from Hunts-
ville to ask questions that appeared
to be related to the U.S. Neutrality
Act.

Posey said he obtained a legal
opinion from a local attorney that
his organization did not violate this
act, which makes it a crime for pri-
vate citizens to launch an invasion
of a foreign country from U.S.
shores or for foreign groups to re-
cruit in the United States for mil-
itary purposes.

Washington Post special corre-
spondent Brian Barger, who con-
ducted research into Posey and his
organization this spring, quoted an
FBI agent assigned to the Hunts-
ville office as saying “an investiga-
tion is pending” on possible Neutral-
ity Act violations.

The agent, who was not named,
said in a telephone interview, “We
are waiting for word from the De-
partment of Justice for a final de-
termination.”

Justice Department sources told
staff writer Mary Thornton yester-
day that they know of no pending
investigation. A department official
said the State Department normally
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would refer such a case to the Jus-
tice Department but that no case

“ regarding Posey’s group had been

forwarded.

Posey said he has heard nothing
from the FBI since April. Asked if
he had been informed that there
would be no charges, he replied,
“Well, I haven’t been arrested for
anything.”

Congress, after repeated clashes
divided along largely party lines,
has rejected U.S. funding for the

“Nicaraguan anti-government forces

after the current fiscal year, which
ends Sept. 30.

Posey said FDN officials told him
that their CIA funds were cut off as

‘of June 1 and that U.S.-paid trainers

“had to leave.” At this point, he said,
the FDN said it would welcome
American volunteers to train FDN
troops along the Honduran-Ni-
caraguan border.

“Indirectly, you might say it was
Congress that killed my two men”
because there would have been no
reason for them to go if CIA funds
had not been cut off, Posey
charged.

Moynihan, vice chairman of the
Senate Select Committee on Intel-
ligence, rejected this charge, saying
that “funds [to support the insur-
gents} for this period have been
appropriated and are still available.”

He added, “I hope young Amer-
icans will not get the idea that being
soldiers of fortune gets you any-
where, They are acting without the
approval of the government or the
support of the government, and
there is a history of getting into lots
of trouble.”

Correspondent Barger reported
that Posey and other CMA officials
revealed as early as last May that
they had sent three paramilitary
training teams to Honduras to train
anti-Sandinista rebels there.

“Many of our people are Special
Forces-qualified  trainers, with
years of experience around the
world. We teach [the insurgents]
the basics—booby traps, zip guns,
bombs, basic survival skills, that
sort of thing,” Posey was quoted as
saying then.

Posey said yesterday that Parker
and Powell were part of the first
group sent to the FDN by his or-
ganization to provide sophisticated
training, beyond the military “ba-
sics.”

About 90 percent of those who
joined the CMA, he said, are Viet-
nam veterans like himself who “felt
guilt about not winning” and “decid-
ed to do something about fighting
communism without ropes on us.”

Posey said the CMA's aid to anti-
Sandinista forces was undertaken
after he received a letter last No-.
vember from Gen. Gustavo Alvarez
Martinez, then chief of the Hondu-
ran armed forces, welcoming the
group’s offer of assistance.

Four CMA officials, including
Posey, went to Honduras in January
carrying supplies for the rebels.
They conferred with Alvarez's em-

issary, Capt. Jorge Belardo Andino,
a top official in Honduran military
intelligence.

At the State Department,
spokesman John Hughes said there
had been “no U.S. awareness” of the
plan for last Saturday’'s FDN raid
before its initiation. A senior State
Department official told reporters
that, because of the congres-
sionally-mandated cutoff of U.S.
support, “I think the “contras” [the
anti-government Nicaraguan reb-
els] are raising money and recruit-
ing in all kinds of places.”

Referring to the U.S. govern-
ment role, the official said, “If you
don't control the flow of money, you
don’t have that much influence” on
what the rebels do.
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2 Americans Assert U.S. Assisted
Private Effort Against Latin Left

By PHILIP TAUBMAN
Special to The New York Times

HUNTSVILLE, Ala., Sept. § — Two

Americans involved in aiding Nicara-
guan rebels said today that they re-
ceived assistance from United States
Embassies in Honduras and El Salva-
dor in their effort to provide military
equipment to antl-Communist forces in
Central America. ,

Although the two maintained that
they were not assoclated with the Gov-
ernment In any way and had received
1o money for their work, they said that
United States officials in El Salvador
and Honduras helped put them in touch
with the Chief of Staff of the Salvado-
ran armed forces and with Honduran
iailitary officers who escorted them to
Nicaraguan rebel leaders.

[In Washington, the State Depart-
ment said it had no knowledge of any
contact between the two men and
United States Embassy personnel in
either El Salvador or Honduras, but
that checks were being made with
ihe embassies in both countries.

[Privately, State Deparment offi-
cials acknowledged that it was con-
celvable that the two men could have
recejved some assistance in getting
in touch with Salvadoran and Hondu-
ran military officials. One official
noted, for example, that Americah
citizens in foreign countries often
seek embassy assistance in making
commerclal or government contacts
and. that embassy personnel gen-
erally do their best to be helpful.]

The Reagan Administration has
Jenied any connection with the men
since two of thelr assoclates were
killed when thelr helicopter was shot
down in Nicaragua on Saturday.

Conflicting Accounts |,

Nicaragua sald the helicopter was
shot down after it and four small planes
hiad attacked a military training school
in Santa Clara, near the Honduran bor-
der, killing four children, Nicaraguan
rebel leaders have said that the heli-
copter was on a rescue mission and was
not involved in the attack.

In interviews today, two military
veterans who helped organize the
assistance effort, Thomas V. Posey
and Walton Blanton, described them-
selves as “freedom fighters’ against
Communism who, acting on their own,
provided advice and military equip-
ment to Nicar:gua.n rebels and the Sal-
vadoran armed forces and arranged
for more than a dozen Vietnam vet-
erans to work with the rehels inside
Nicaragua in recent monthg,

They said that their organization,
callzd Civilian Military Assistance, has
about 1,000 members in chapters in
Algbama, Tennesgsee and Mississippl
and expects to open offices soon E1
Michigan and Florida.

.U.S, Aid Has Diminished

United States aid to the rebels has di-
minished recently because of Congres-
slonal opposition. Nicaragua has
charged that the Reagan Administra.
tion has turned to private individuals
and organizations to help the rebels.

In meetings that were spontaneous
and unplanned, Mr. Posey said, he
talked last October to a United States
military officer in El Salvador who ar-
ranged a mesting for him with Colonel
Mario Reyes Mena, the Chief of Staff of
the Salvadoran Army, and an official at
the United States Embassy in Hon-
duras helped arrange a meeting in
January with the Commander In Chief
of the Honduran armed forces.

Mr. Posey said he could not recall the
identity of either the military officer or
the embassy official,

In addition, he said, he and three as-
soclates were waved through customs
when they arrived in Honduras in Janu-
ary even though they were carrying
combat weapons and 4,000 rounds of
ammunition, because they had a letter
{rom the commander of the Honduran
niilitary inviting him to visit,

The commander at the time was
(yeén. Gustavo Alvarez Martinez, who
was described by American officials ag
a strong supporter of increased United
States military involvement in Hon-
duras and an advocate of American aid
to the rebels. General Alvarez was
ovsted by fellow officers last spring.

Mr. Posey, a former Marine who
fought in Vietnam -and now runs a
produce distribution business in Deca.
tur, Ala., and Mr. Blanton, a veteran of
the of the Army Special Forces from
Sheffield, Ala,, said they started Civil-
jan Military Assistance after deciding
last summer that they should get ac-
tively involved in fighting Communist
subversion in Central America,

Mr. Posey said that the group first
concentrated on assisting the Salvado-
ran military. '

He sald he went on a fact-finding trip
to El Salvador in QOctober because Con-
gress seemed to be blocking military
assistance requests made by the Rea-
gan Administration.

Once in El Salvador, Mr. Posey said,
he went to the United States Embassy
to seek help in meeting Salvadoran
military leaders.

“As I was standing in the lobby,” he
recalled, “I saw an American officer
and told him what I wanted to do, He
told me to go back to my hotel and wait
for a call.”

Says Appointment Was Arranged

Several hours later, Mr. Posey said,
the officer called to tell him an appoint-
ment had been arranged with Colonel
Reyes Mena, Mr. Posey said that
United States military officers also
translated into Spanish a letter he had
written to Colonel Reyes Mena that de-
scribed in detall the military equip-
ment the Americans thought they could
provide,

He sald his group ended up supplying
the Salvadoran mllltar{s with fleld
equipment, including packs, belts, can-
teens and pouches to hold ammunition.
, In January, Mr. Posey said, he and
several assoclates flew to Honduras,
after having determined that the Nica-
raguan rebels were in greater need of

Caﬁen Press
Luils Alberto Monge

agsistance than the Salvadoran mili-
tary.

By then, he said, he had an answer-
ing letter from General Alvarez, wel-
coming the offer to assist the rebels.

He said the Americans went to the

United States Embassy to ask for
assistance In contacting thé general.
. Mr. Posey said a civilian official at
the embassy examined the letter and
sald he would call the Honduran mili-
tary. Later that day, Mr. Posey said,
he was called by an aide to General Al-
varez. The Americans eventually met
with senior Honduran military officers,
not including General Alvarez, and
were escorted to a rebel camp near the
Nicaraguan border, Mr. Posey said.

The visit, Mr. Posey and Mr, Blanton
said, led to the involvement of Civilian
Military Assistance in rebel activities,
including the training of pilots and the
planning of military missions.

Nicaraguans Cali Families

MANAGUA, Nicaragua, Sept. 5
(UPI) — Nicaraguan officials tele-
phoned the families of two Americans
killed in Saturday’s rebel attack and in-
vited them to Nicaragua to retrieve the
bodies, Forelgn Minister Miguel D’Es.
coto Brockmann said today,

The Foreign Minister said Nicaragua
was doing everything possible to com-
ply with the wishes of the families.

C.LA. Sald to Know of Group

WASHINGTON, Sept. § (UPI) —
Congressional sources sald today that
C.LA. officials had informed some
members of the Senate Select Commit-
tee on Intelligence that the agency
knew a United States paramilitary
group was sending men to join Nicara-
guan rebels,

According to Senator Danie!l Patrick
Moynihan, Democrat of New York, and
vice: chairman of the Senate Inelli-
gence Committee, the C,I.A. has
denied any connection to the group of
volunteers,
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A U.S. Nicaragua policy
wrestles in the shadows

No need to split hairs. Whether or
not the two Americans killed flying
the U.S. military helicopter that was
downed over Nicaragua last week were
CIA agents or not is beside the point.
“What is important,” Nicaraguan For-
eign Minister Miguel D'Escoto ob-
served perceptively, “is that the activi-
ty in which they were involved could
not have been carried out without the
knowledge and consent of the CIA.”

That is almost assuredly true. But it
certainly is not all that is important.

What also is important is whether
American taxpayers are funding oper-
ations — including the expansion of
air bases across the border from Nica-
ragua in Honduras — that are being
used to conduct hostilities against a
nation with which the United States is
not at war.

What is important is whether, as
has been reported, the U.S. Treasury
Department, the U.S. Embassy and U.S.
military personnel had cooperated
with James Powell 3d of Memphis,
Tenn., and Dana H. Parker Jr. of Hunts-
ville, Ala. — granting firearms li-
censes, arranging appointments and
generally assisting them — before
they embarked on their fatal mission.

What is important is whether, as
the presidential campaign rocks along,
the Reagan administration is playing
up its efforts at peace negotiations in
Central America while pumping the
bellows of war beneath the table.

What is important is that the Ameri-
can people, once again, are left watch-

Ing a so-called low-intensity war gath-
er steam in their name, but without
their informed consent.

Let scholars and pundits debate
whether the two dead Americans vio-
lated the U.S. Neutrality Act, whether
they were slipped money from CIA
fronts, what constituted improper aid
from U.S. officers.

The simple fact is the men were
there. The U.S. government knew they
were there and assisted them. They
killed Nicaraguan civilians. And they
were killed themselves.

Now it is time for the American
people — told repeatedly that no ag-
gressive actions would be launched
from beefed-up bases in Honduras — to
hear whether such actions are con-
doned by the White House.

The United States has spilled too
much blood and squandered too much
treasure on undeclared, backdoor
wars that have won no hearts, turned
no tides. Yet the scent of state terror-
ism, so condemned when it emanates
from other countries, is all over the
mission of the dead Americans. And
the most ominous porient of that is
that it suggests, strongly, a deepening
U.S. commitment to combat in Central
America.

Until the President and CIA Direc-
tor William J. Casey give a satisfactory
accounting of the mission, that scent
will linger. 1t will hang over Mr. Rea-
gan's bid for re-election. It will poison
the talks for peace, and hopes for
peace, such as they are.
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spokesman John Hughes said. “... 1
suppose it is entirely possible that
those people who feel that their revo-
lution has been stolen ... may resort
to other sources.” ‘

The bulk of the aid has come from
three foreign natjons — Argentina,
Israel and Honduras.

In Argentina, the recently elected
civilian government — which op-
poses Reagan's Central Aimerica poli-
cies — has nonetheless agreed to
honor agrecments signed by its mili-
tary predecessors over the last two
years, according to Argentine diplo-
matic sources.

The agreements call for the ship-
ment of $10 million in riftes, ammu-
nition and spare parts through the
Honduran government to the rebels,
who consider the aid critical to their
continued fighting ability.

The participation of the Israeli and
Honduran governments is less visi-
ble — and denied by each of them.
Congressional sources say Israel has
contributed as much as $5 million —
and Honduras an unspecified addi-
tional amount — to help meet the
contras’ payrol! of roughly $800,000 a
month for an estimated 12,000 to
15,000 soldiers.

The money also pays for opera-
tions, trave! and international arms
purchases, the sources sald. In addi-
tion, both nations reportedly have
supplied the rebels with weapons,
materiel and — in the case of Hondu-
ras — logistical support.

According to the sources, Israel
and Honduras are reimbursed indi-
rectly by the United States via eco-
nomic aid funds. Although the US.
dollars are spent on legitimate devel-
opment projects, the sources. said,
the foreign governments match the
amount with local currency drawn
on their central banks — and ship
this money to the contras.

In addition, congressional sources
say they belleve that US. military
- aircraft secretly airlifted some of the
private aid to the contras.

One congressional source said it
was understood that the Defense De-
partment organized 10 or 15 missions
to carry the supplies to Honduras in
the last six months. A Pentagon
spokesman said he knew of only one
such mission, in May, when an Air
National Guard plane carried private
aid to Honduras for Nicaraguan
refugees.

The sources also said the U.S. Em-
bassy in Honduras may have played
an active role in facilitating contacts
between private groups and Hondu-
ran military officials, who in turn
served as go-betweens for the
contras,

Widespread interest in the contras’
alternate sources of funds and sup-
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plies was aroused recently when a
Sandinista military unit shot down a
rebel helicopter over Nicaraguan
territory, a few miles from the bor-
der with Honduras where the insur-
gents are based.

Two of the three men aboard were
American citizens — members of the
Huntsville-based Civilian Military
Assistance — whom a rebel spokes-
man said were training a Nicaraguan
pilot. All three men were killed.

Civilian Military Assistance,
formed last summer to “fight com-
munism in Central America,” has
been aiding the contras since Janu:
ary and has collected nearly $15,000
in cash and about $70,000 in clothes,
food and medical supplies for them
from private individuals, according
to the group’s leader, Thomas Posey.

Although Posey denied that his
group was recruited by the CIA, he
did acknowledge receiving assist-
ance from the U.S. Embassy in Hon:
duras, which he said helped him
contact Honduran military officials
who then led him to the contras.

Besides Civilian Miliatry Assist-
ance, the contras have received aid
in recent months from a variety of
other groups throughout the United
States.

Soldier of Fortune magazine,
which appeals to paramilitary and
survivalist groups, said that since
November, its Central American De-
fense Fund has collected about $2,400
in cash for the contras and is using it
to finance the shipping of other do-
nated assistance — mostly clothing
— to the rebels.

In addition, $4.2 million worth of
medical supplies have been sent to
the contras and to the Salvadoran
army, said magazine executive editor
Dale Dye.

Dye also acknowledged that Sol-
dier of Fortune had “piggybacked”
some of the donations aboard U.S.
military aircraft bound for Central
America.

“We are doing this not because we
are aiding the CIA or the administra-
tion but because we are, first of all,
unashamedly and unabashedly anti-
communist and because we believe
ln“t’he freedom fighters’ cause,” Dye
said.

The 1.9-millioh member Veterans
of Foreign Wars approved a reselu-
tion authorizing aid to the rebels at
its convention last year shortly after
VFW leaders met with Rcagan at the
White House, It has raised ahout
$2,000, a spokesman said.

Congressional sources also said
that wealthy persons in various U.S.
cities — including Nicaraguan exiles
and Cuban-Americans in Miami —
also had contributed heavily to the
contras' cause this year.
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Civilian group obeys the call

to fight communisin

Civilians obey the call
to battle communism

By Julia Cass

Inquirer Staff Writer

DECATUR, Ala. — The way Tom'

Posey tells it, Civilian Military Assist-
ance started out as five guys, all
Vietnam veterans, who “got ticked
off real bad” every time they “heard
about the communists doing some-
thing someplace.”

The men knew each other, Posey
said, from going to gun shows
around northern Alabama, and they
“mostly talked” about communism
until the downing of the South Kore-
an jetliner by the Soviet Union last
September, when they vowed to do
something to stop its spread.

So Posey, a 38-year-old produce
dealer, wrote a letter in November to
Gen. Gustavo Alvarez Martinez, then
chief of the Honduran Armed Forces
and an advocate of U.S. military aid
to the Nicaraguan rebels who are
fighting the pro-Marxist Sandinista

government of their country from
bases in Honduras. Posey got the
idea, he said, when he saw the gener-
al “talking tough about communism”
in a television interview.

Offering his group's assistance, Po-
sey addressed the letter simply to
“Gen. Martinez, Honduran Govern-
ment, Honduras, Central America.”
He was thrilled, he said, when the
general replied, inviting Posey and
his men to come down and talk about
what kind of aid they might give.

It was this exchange between be-
tween the Alabama produce dealer
and the Honduran general that led to
a series of expeditions that ended in
tragedy Sept. 1 when two Civilian
Military Assistance members were

shot down and killed in a rebel heli- -

copter over Nicaragua,
Since the middle of last week,
when the identity of the two men

became known, the previously ob- °

Tom Posey
Founded Civilian Military Assistance

scure Civilian Military Assistance
has been the center of a storm of
controversy in Washington — with
calls for investigations by several
Democratic members of Congress,
angry accusations from the Sandinis-
ta government in Nicaragua and a
(See CIVILIANS on 6-A)




CIVILIANS, from 1-A
U.N, Security Council meeting.

Almost everything about the group
is in dispute.

The Sandinistas charged that its
members were CIA-backed merce-
naries and called their actions “a
fresh escalation of aggression” by
the US. government.

The State Department has stead-
fastly denied any connection be-
tween Civilian Military Assistance
and the US. government, although
spokesmen have said that various US
Embassy officials facilitated the
group’s missions in Central America.

Posey and other members of his
organization also deny any link be-
tween them and the government and
insist that they are unpaid volun-
tgers. However, local newspapers
have quoted unidentified friends of
Parker's as saying, “The money was
ton good to turn down,” and, “I un-
derstand he got $1,000 a week and
more if he made a hit on something
like a tanker or a refueling site.”

Differing accounts

There also are differing accounts
of what the two Americans who were
killed — Dana Herbert Parker Jr., 36,
a police detective from Huntsville,
Ala,, and James Powell 3d, also 36, a
flight instructor from Memphis,
Tenn. — were doing in Nicaragua.
The Sandinistas said that the helicop»
ter was shot down after it and four
small planes attacked a military
training school in Santa Clara, near
the Honduran border, killing four
children.

According to Civilian Military As-
sistance members and spokesmen for
the CIA-backed rebel group Nicara-
guan Democratic Force (FDN),
Parker, Powell and four other Civil-
ian Military Assistance members
came to a rebel base in Honduras last
month to train, not to fight. They say
that the two men and a rebel pilot
just. suddenly took off, saying they
had to go on an “emergency mis-
sion.”

From interviews last week with six
Civilian Military Assistance mem-
bers here and in Memphis, members
of the controversial organization
portray themselves as a loosely knit
collection of veterans, some current-
ly in Army reserve units, and their
wives.

- 30 -

Many fought in Vietnam and were
frustrated when the U.S. government.
“wouldn’t let us win,” as one put it.
They seem to be true believers that
the communists will not stop until
they take over America, and they
expressed an admiration bordering
on envy for the Nicaraguan “free-
dom fighters” who are battling from
the jungles of Honduras 1o defeat the
pro-Marxist Sandinistas in their
country.

Collect supplies

According to Posey, the majority of
his group’s membership — about a
thousand in all, he says — are “sup-
porters” who contribute or collect
supplies to send to the anti-commu-
nist rebels.

The rest are “trainers,” former
members of the Armed Forces and
reservists who have offered to go to
the rebel bases and teach the finer
points of parachuting, helicopter fly-
ing, booby traps, bombs and survival
skills.

The group has no dues, no regular
meetings, no officers and no office —
except for Posey's modest home in
nearby Flint City, where he has
served as a city councilman and as a
Little League coach and is “pretty
much thought of as a good civic-
minded person,” according to Rocky
Huddleston, the police chief.

Posey, a lanky, jugeared man
wearing an olive-drab T-shirt that
read, “Zero Hour for Communism!”
talked at length about himself, about
communism and about his organiza-
tion Thursday morning at his small
produce warehouse along the rail-
road tracks here. -

“I've always been a military-type
person,” he said. “Whenever a war
movie came on, [ watched it, and I
remember Korea, Hungary, watch-
ing the civilians fight tanks with
Molotov cocktails, ‘the Bay of Pigs,
the Cubans fighting for their free-
dom.”

‘Sour taste’

Posey joined the Marines when he
was 18, he said, and spent a year in
combat in Vietnam, an experience
that left him with “sort of a sour
taste” because “we were there to do a
job we were trained to do and we
wanted to do but the politicians
wouldn't let us.”

After the Korean jetliner incident,
in which 269 people were killed, Po-
sey and his four buddies — he would
not give their names — decided that
what they could personally do to stop
communism was to send supplies and
possibly military trainers to anti-
communists in Central America.

Their first focus was the govern-
ment of El Salvador “because we saw
them in the news media saying they
needed help to fight the communists
there,” Posey said. “It was decided I
would make a trip down there to
make contact.”

Before he left, he wrote a letter
addressed to Central Intelligence
Agency, Washington, D.C., informing
“to whom it may concern” of his
group's plans. “l never did hear back
from them, I guess because 1 later
found out the CIA is in Virginia, not
Washington, D.C.." he said.

In October, Posey flew to San Salva-
dor and went to the U.S. Embassy
there. An official put him in contact
with Col. Mario Reyes Mena, the Sal-
vadoran army chief of staff.

An embassy official, Army Maj.
C.A. McAnarney; a logistics officer,
confirmed last week that he had
translated into Spanish a letter Posey
wrote to the Salvadoran government.
McAnarney also said he had signed
for shipments of military gear and
medical supplies Posey later sent
down for the Salvadorans via the U.S.
Postal Service. Posey said he wanted
to send weapons but did not have
enough money to buy them.
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