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The Secretary-General has r e c e i v e d the f o l l o w i n g statement, which i s c i r c u l a t e d 
i n accordance w i t h paragraphs 28 and 29 of Economic and S o c i a l C o u n c i l 
r e s o l u t i o n 238 В (x). 

The I n t e r n a t i o n a l Humanist and E t h i c a l Union commends the S p e c i a l Rapporteur 
f o r the e x c e l l e n t , thox'ough and comprehensive r e p o r t he has submitted on the 
S p e c i a l Study o f R a c i a l D i s c r i m i n a t i o n i n the P o l i t i c a l , Economic, S o c i a l and 
C u l t u r a l Spheres ( Е / С Н Л / З Ц Ь . 2 / 2 6 7 ) . 

A f t e r mature r e f l e c t i o n the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Humanist and E t h i c a l Union suggests 
t h a t , i n a separate s e c t i o n , the matter o f r a c i a l d i s c r i m i n a t i o n i n marriage and 
adoption should be discussed, w i t h the de f a c t o and the de j u r e s i t u a t i o n s 
presented* The negative p o s i t i o n taken by various e t h n i c groups towards one 
another concerning marriage and adoption, the s c i e n t i f i c f i n d i n g s which r e f u t e 
the reasons e t h n i c groups o f t e n advance, and the p r i n c i p l e s against r a c i a l 
d i s c r i m i n a t i o n i n a l l spheres o f l i f e , a b l y and f o r c i b l y expressed i n Un i t e d 
Nations r e s o l u t i o n s i n the t o t a l U nited Nations complex, p o i n t t o the need f o r 
c o n s i d e r i n g these items. 
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A f t e r World War I I , the Un i t e d Nations considereü the need f o r l e g i s l a t i o n 
to p r o t e c t the thousands o f l e g i t i m a t e and i l l e g i t i m a t e c h i l d r e n i n various occupied 
areas - most o f them born of parents of d i f f e r e n t e t h n i c background. 

The I n t e r n a t i o n a l Humanist and E t h i c a l Union b e l i e v e s i n the worth o f the 
i n d i v i d u a l ; i r r e s p e c t i v e of h i s colour^ creed, e t h n i c or r e l i g i o u s o r i g i n , or 
p h i l o s o p h i c a l o r i e n t a t i o n . The líIEU b e l i e v e s t h a t people should be t r e a t e d i n 
the l i g h t o f the afoi-esaid p r i n c i p l e . 

S e v e r a l members of our o r g a n i z a t i o n have adopted c h i l d r e n of e t h n i c backgrounds 
other than t h e i r own¡, They have proven t h e i r c o n v i c t i o n i n t h e i r own l i v e s . 

Therefore the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Ilutianist and E t h i c a l Union recommends f o r i n c l u s i o n 
i n the study a s e c t i o n r e l a t i n g to A c t i o n to El i r a i n a t e K a c i a l D i s c r i m i n a t i o n i n 
Marriage and Adoption. 


