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i n c o n s u l t a t i v e status (Ser<ister) 
The Secretary-General has re c e i v e d the f o l l o w i n g statement, which i s 

c i r c u l a t e d i n accordance with paragraphs 28 and 29 of Economic and G o c i a l 
C o u n c i l R e s o l u t i o n 288 В (X),. 

deceived 2 January 1965 
I n order to ensure t h a t the D r a f t Convention w i l l cover a l l aspects of 

the problem, the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Humanist and E t h i c a l Union proposes the 
f o l l o w i n g paragraphs f o r i n c l u s i o n i n the document.. 

For the 'Preamble ; 
Considering that the Charter of the Un i t e d Nations i s based on the 

p r i n c i p l e s of the d i g n i t y and e q u a l i t y i nherent i n a l l huma,n beings, and that 
thé rirgh't» of human beings are not contingent upon the acceptance or 
r e j e c t i o n of any given r e l i g i o n or of r e l i g i o n i n genero.l; 

ConstderinR t h a t a l l Member otates have pledged themselves to promote 
and encourage u n i v e r s a l respect f o r and observance of hui'nan r i g h t s and 
futtdamental freedom f o r a l l without d i s c r i m i n a t i o n as to race, sex, language 
or r e l i g i o u s b e l i e f s a,nd p r a c t i c e s or d i s s e n t i o n from s.ny and a l l r e l i g i o u s 
b e l i e f s or p r a c t i c e s ; 
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Oonsiáeii ng th a t the U n i v e r s a l D e c l a r a t i o n of Human Rights provides t h a t 
everyone has the r i g h t of freedom of thought, conscience and r e l i g i o n ; t h i s r i g h t 
i n c l u d e s freedom to change one's r e l i g i o n and freedom to develop one's moral 
p o t e n t i a l w h i l e not adhering to any r e l i g i o n and freedom^ e i t h e r alone or i n 
coffimunity yá-th others and i n p u b l i c or p r i v a t e , to manifest h i s religión i n teaching 
p r a c t i c e worship and observanco, or h i s d i s s e n t from any or a l l r e l i g i o u s b e l i e f s 
or p r a c t i ces. 

A r t i c l e s to be i n c l u d e d i n the body of the Convention 
1. I n t h i s Con^^ention, ths term " d i s c r i m i n a t i o n on ground of r e l i g i o n or 

b e l i e i " s h a l l mean any d i s t i n c t i o n , exclusionj, r e s t r i c t i o n , or preference based on 
ono's r e l i g i o u s b e l i e f s or p r a c t i c e s , which has the purpose or e f f e c t of n u l l i f y i n g 
or iinpa:^ r i n g the r e c o g r i i t i o u , enjoyment or e x e r c i s e , on an equal f o o t i n g , of human 
r i g h t o and freedoms i n the p o l i t i c a l , economic, s o c i a l , c u l t u r a l or впу other f i e l d 
of рг-.ЬИс l i f e . 

2, Parents or l e g a l guardians have the r i g h t to decide upon the r e l i g i o n or 
b e l i e f i n v,'hich a c h i l d should be brought up. This r i g h t should be f r e e from 
i n t e r f e r e n c e from any r e l i g i o u c grouj), from the S t a t e , or any combination of 
r o l i g i o n and S t a t e . I n the case of a c h i l d who has been deprived of i t s parents, 
the host i n t e r e s t of the c h i l d being the guidi n g p r i n c i p l e , adoi^tive or f o s t e r 
parenOK or guardians should Ъэ chosen without primary regard to r e l i g i o n or b e l i e f 
and they should have the r i g h t to guide the development of the c h i l d ' s r e l i g i o n or 
b e l i e f . However, a l l welfare f a c t o r s being equal, i f adoptive or f o s t e r parents 
or guardians are a v a i l a b l e who'̂ ie r e l i g i o u s b e l i e f s or n o n - b e l i e f s are s i m i l a r to 
those h e l d by the n a t u r a l parents* tliey should r e c e i v e preference. I f the c h i l d 
ha.T reached a s u f f i c i e n t deg:_-ee of understanding, h i s ̂ s h s h a l l be primary. 


