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In order to ensure that the Draft Convention will cover all aspects of
the problem, the International LEumanist and Ethicel Union »Hroposes the
following naragranhs for inclusion in the document.

Yor the 2reamble:

Considering that the Charter of the United Nations is based on the
princivnles of the dignity and equality inherent in a2ll human beings, and that
the rights of human beings are not contingent upon the acceptance or
rejection of any given religio: cr‘of religion in generals

Congidering that all Member States have nledged themselives to nromote
and encourage universal respect for and observence of human rights and
fundamental freedom for all withoubv discrimination as to race, sex, language
or religious beliefs and »nrectices or dissention from any and all religious

beliefs or nractices;
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 Considering that the Universal Declaration of Human Rights provides that
everyone has the right of freedom of thought, conscience and religiouj; +this right
includes freedom to change onets vesligion and freedom to develop cne's moral
potential while not adhering to any religion and freedorn,g either alonehof in
community with others and in publie or private, to manifest his religion in teaching,
pracvice worship and observance, or his dissent from any or all religious‘beliefs
or practices.

Ariticles to be included in the body cf the Convention

i. In this Convention, the teim "discrimination on ground of religion or
belief" shall mean any distinction, exclusion, restriction,'of preference based on
one's wveligious beliefs or practices, which has the purpose or effect of nullifying
or impairing the recogmition, enjoyment or exercise, on an equal footing, of human
rignts and freedoms in the political, economic, social, cultural orvany otherbfield
of public life.

2. Parents or legal guardians have the right to decide upon the religion or
beliief in which a child should be brought vup. This vight should be free from
intverference from any religious group, from the State, or any combination of
religion and State. In the case of a child who has been deprived of its parents,
the best interest of the child being the guiding princinle, adoptive or foster

sarenss or guardians should b: chosen without primary regard to religion or bglief
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and they should have the right to guide +he development of the child's religion or
Lelief., However, all welfare factors being equal, if adoptive or foster parents
or guardians are available whose religious beliefs or ﬁonwbeliefs are similar to
these held by the natural parents; they should recoive preference. If the child

han reached a sufficient degree of understanding, his wish shall be primary.



