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The "Study of Discrimination i n Respect of the Right of ïïvc^-'One to Leave 
Any Country, Including His Own, and to Return to His Country", i n our judgement, 
constitutes a v i t a l l y s i g n i f i c a n t contribution to the cause of human rights and 
we commend the Special Rapporteur for the thoroughness and o b j e c t i v i t y of his 
analysis. The study's disclosures of regrettable retrogressive trends i n an 
area affecting a basic human right serves to focus attention on the need for 
the kind of national and international action which the Special Rapporteur has 
proposed. 

We are p a r t i c u l a r l y Impressed v/lth certain of his observations, among them 
the following: that v i o l a t i o n s of A r t i c l e 15 (2) inevitably Infringe on other 
basic rights of the victims, such as t h e i r rights to found fami l i e s , to associate 
with r e l a t i v e s , to practise r e l i g i o n , or to seek asylum from persecution; that 
discrimination i n respect to t h i s A r t i c l e " i s almost invariably of an Indirect 
character", occurring as a result of administrative action; that perhaps the most 
serious form of discrimination occurs when a l l nationals, with the exception of 
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members of a small governing group are prevented from going clr c c d ; that 
li m i t a t i o n s on the right to leave, such as may be required by considerations 
of national security or national interest, ought not to be imposed except 
"within the framework of a general p o l i c y permitting everyone to leave the 
country". 

We commend the emphasis placed by the Special Rapporteur on the " a v a i l a b i l i t y 
of an effective remedy against a r b i t r a r y action or abuse of discrimination by 
Government o f f i c i a l s " , including the right of an aggrieved person "to bring his 
case before an Independent and impartial body". 

We support his suggestion that the Sub-Commission recommend that Governments 
incorporate i n t h e i r national law the right spelled out i n A r t i c l e 13 ( 2 ) , and we 
hope that the Sub-Commission w i l l formulate a series of princ i p l e s on freedom 
and non-discrimination i n the matter of t h i s right along the lin e s suggested by 
him, which would ultimately become the basis of both regional and international 
instruments. 

We p a r t i c u l a r l y commend the suggestion of the Special Rapporteur i n 
pai-agraph 285 that the t r i e n n i a l reporting procedure of the Commission on Human 
Rights may provide a suitable framework within which Governments might Indicate 
t h e i r progress i n combating discrimination i n t h i s area, that relevant information 
be submitted at regular intervals by the Secretary-General to the appropriate 
organs of the United Nations for comment and recommendation, and that 
non-governmental organizations could serve as an additional source of information. 

F i n a l l y , we hope that, as suggested by the Special Rapporteur, the 
Sub-Commission w i l l make a proposal not only for p r i n t i n g his report, but also 
fo r disseminating the information contained i n i t . This suggestion i s of 
pa r t i c u l a r importance i n respect to t h i s area, since there do not e x i s t , as i n 
the areas of education and employment, specialized agencies with special competence 
to carry forward such a task. The Sub-Commission should therefore suggest ways 
to bring understanding of the information and ideas i n the report, not only to 
s p e c i a l i s t s , but also to the wider public i n United Nations Member States. 


