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Tne meeting was called to order at 10.55 a.m. 

~W.CTION OF THE VICli:-CHAIRi,lEN 

1. The CHJ\IRl·IAl'iJ said he expected that, at the following meeting, it 1vould be 
possible to proceed w·ith the election to the remaining office of Vice-Chairman. 

AG:CHDA ITEi:·i G9: ELiflliNATION OF ALL FORJ::JS OF n.ACIAL DISCRIHHJATION (A/31/97, 151, 
166, 170, 178) 206; h/C.3/31/2) (~ontinueu) 

(a) D:J:CADS FOR ACTIOH TO COiillAT RACISH fu'lD RACIAL DISCREUNATION (A/31/3 
(chap. III) sect. F), A/31/148, 223; E/5759 and Add.l, E/5760 and Add.l, 
E/5763) (continued) 

(c) STATUS OF THE I1·IT::l:RNATIONAL COi'iJ\I""BNTIO:;_,T ON THE ELilliNATIOi.T OF ALL FORIV!S OF 
RACIAL DISCBIUIHATIOl'iJ (A/31/201; A/C.3/31/L.3) (continued) 

(d) STATUS OF THE I1~TERI:TATIONAL COi'JVENTIOH ON THE SUPPRESSION Al\fD PUNISil!.illNT OF 
TH:J:; CRI1~ OF APARTHEID (A/31/209) (continued) 

2. Hr. LIUNDI (United Republic of Tanzania) said that racial discrimination, a. 
cancer in human society, was the root cause of many problems afflicting millions 
of people. In some countries, racial injustice was manifested in repressive ana 
discriminatory lmvs. Under South Africa 1 s policy of apartheid, the economy was 
controlled by the sHall 1-1hite minority but was heavily dependent on the blacl~ 
labour force. The majority of the people were jobless, landless and hoKeless, and 
the few that were employed were paid a mere subsistence wage. That situation 
created dissatisfaction and insecurity. The uprising of youths at Soweto and 
elsewhere indicated a rejection of the oppressive system and a search for a new 
orQer. His delegation was totally opposed to the inhuman policies of apartheid. 
As President liiyerere had emphasizecl, the apartheid policy of South Africa must be 
replaced by a system which accepted the principle of hmnan equality; anyone who 
failed to understand the depti1 of Africa 1 s feeling on that matter dia not 
understand apartheid. 

3. His delegation fully supported the two draft resolutions recommended by the 
Economic and Social Council for adoption by the General Assembly (.A/31/148, 
annexes I and II), and hoped that all members of the Committee would endorse them. 
He also congratulated the representative of Ghana on his up-to-date information and 
on his Government 1 s efforts to prepare for the forthcoming 1-Jorld Conference to 
Combat RacisB an<i Racial Discrimination. 

4. His delega,tion was proud to inform the Cowmittee that the United Republic of 
Tanzania had acceded to the International Convention on the Elimination of All 
Forms of Racial Discrimination, and was doing its utmost to eradicate racial 
discrilltination in conformity -vrith its Constitution and tl1e Arusha Declaration. 
Racism, racial discrimination and _?.partheid dewanded the immediate collective 
attention and co-ordinated action of He:11ber States. As the Secretary-General had 
indicated in document A/31/148, paragraph 2, the Programme for the j)ecade for 
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Action to Combat Rac~sm and Racial Discrimination called for a continuing effort by 
all peoples, Governments and institutions to eradicate racial discrimination and to 
promote respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms for all, irrespective of 
race~ colour, descent or national or ethnic origin. In his delegation's view~ that 
goal could be attained. 

5. Mrs. RAlifA (Nepal) said that her country's Constitution prohibited 
discrimination based on religion, race, sex, caste or tribe, and that a new law 
enacted in 1963 had abolished the deep-rooted system of untouchability. The Civil 
Liberties Act of 1954 predated the International Convention on the Elimination of 
All Forms of Racial Discrimination. Members of the backward and minority 
communities had been appointed to important political and social organs, including 
the Council of Ministers. That was an important step in promoting the objectives 
of the Decade for Action to Combat Racism and nacial Discrimination. Nepal was 
doing its best to make the Decade a success. Human Rights Day was celebrated on a 
nation-wide basis and its cherished goals had been given the widest publicity. 
Since 1963, 1 August had been celebrated as Liberation Day to commemorate the date 
on which the country had received a new Civil Code from the King of Nepal; the Code 
had abolished discrimination throughout the country. 

6. In the international arena, Nepal had actively supported efforts to combat 
apartheid and racial discrimination. It had acceded to the International Convention 
on the Elimination of All Forms of nacial Discrimination without any reservation. 
Racial discrimination persisted in some parts of the globe, and the Secretary­
General had rightly warned Hember States of the increasing likelihood of interracial 
violence on a large scale. Twenty-eight years after the adoption of the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights, some colonial and racist Governments continued to deny 
fundamental rights to the great majority of their people. That was most conspicuous 
in southern Africa, where millions were still deprived of equality, freedom and 
justice. The racist minority regimes of Pretoria and Salisbury continued to oppress 
the indigenous people through their policy of racial discrimination and apartheid. 
South Africa's official policy of apartheid~ which entailed racial segregation and 
the denial of the rights of the black majority, was a challenge to the United 
Nations Charter and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. Although apartheid 
had long been recognized by the international community as a crime against humanity, 
that heinous policy still survived. 

7. The United Nations had made every effort to arouse the world's conscience 
against racism and apartheid. In that connexion, she commended the invaluable role 
of the Special Committee against Apartheid. Nepal, as a member of that Committee, 
would continue to co-operate closely in efforts to mobilize world public op~n~on 
against apartheid and to expose its evils. Mere verbal condemnation and the 
adoption of resolutions would not help eradicate racial discrimination. Her 
delegation appealed to those Hember States which maintained ties with the racists 
to terminate their economic and other relations with South Africa. The racist 
regime there continued to flout United Nations resolutions; mandatory sanctions 
against that regime must therefore be agreed upon and fully enforced. Furthermore, 
the international community must increase its moral and material assistance to the 
liberation movements of South Africa in their just struggle for equality and freedom. 
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8. !n its continuing illegal occupation of Namibia, the Pretoria regime had 
intensifiec its policy of terror and exploitation and had fragmented that Territory 
into bantustans. The United Nations Council for Namibia had provided an invaluable 
service to humanity and her delegation firmly believed that the Council would 
continue to expose and condemn South Africa's exploitation and illegal occupation 
of the Territory. In Southern Rhodesia, the racist regime was doing its utmost to 
postpone the inevitable day of liberation for the people of Zimbabwe. 

9. Her delegation noted with satisfaction the measures taken by Member States to 
implement the Programme for the Decade. If the Programme was implemented at the 
national, regional and international levels, the last remnants of racism, racial 
discrimination and apartheid would be swept away. 

10. Her delegation would support the draft resolution recommended by the Economic 
and Social Council for adoption by the General Assembly in document A/31/143, 
annex I, and hoped that it would be adopted by consensus. 

11. With regard to the other draft resolution recommended by the Council for 
adoption (A/31/148, annex II), she said that the forthcoming World Conference to 
Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination would represent a high point in the Decade. 
She was sure that all Member States would co-operate to make the Conference a 
landmark in the struggle for the liberation of the people of South Africa. Her 
delegation welcow.ed Ghana 1 s offer to act as host to the Conference and hoped that 
the draft resolution would be adopted by acclamation. Despite the intransigence 
of the racist regimes in SO'~thern Africa, the forces of progress were marching 
ahead and, if the international community was united, the last remnants of 
colonialism, racism and apartheid would crumble. 

12. lvir. CARTAS (Romania) said that his country had always attached great 
importance to the elimination of racism and racial discrimination, one of the major 
problems confronting the United Nations. Romania firmly supported the abolition of 
all foreign domination and took the view that the persistence of racial 
discrimination threatened peace and international security. As had been pointed 
out by President Ceau?escu, the establishment of peace, co-operation and 
understanding among peoples required the intensified efforts of all anti-imperialist 
forces to eliminate apartheid and colonial domination. Romania had consistently 
promoted the principles of international law and the observance of the inviolable 
right of each people to freedom and independence. Accordingly, the Romanian people 
expressed its solidarity with the struggle of all peoples against imperialism, 
colonialisLl, neo-colonialism and other forms of domination and exploitation. 
Romania continued to grant full political, diplomatic~ moral and material support 
to the national liberation movements and to peoples fighting for freedom, 
independence and the right to decide their own destiny. 

13. In view of the increasing need for new international relations based on 
legality and observance of the inalienable right of peoples to freedoru, the United 
l\Jations must take firm action to support the oppressed population of South Africa. 
To that end, Romania had taken a firm stand at the r.1eetings held by the Security 

/ ... 
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Council earlier during the current year in connexion with the bloody events in 
South Africa. It had strongly condenmed the crimes of the South African racist 
regime - which, through its inhumane behaviour, had placed itself outside the 
community of civilized nations -· and it had manifested its solidarity with the 
courageous struggle of the African people. Romania had co-sponsored resolution 
392 (1976) adopted by the Security Council on that question. 

14. The policy of apartheid practised in South Africa represented a total 
anachronism. The victories of the liberation movements of Africa, and particularly 
the foundation of the independent States of Angola and Mozambique, had opened up 
to the peoples of South Africa, Southern Rhodesia and Namibia ne~ prospects for 
the abolishment of colonialism, racism and apartheiu and for the free development 
of all the peoples of the region in accordance with their legitimate aspirations. 

15. Faithful to its principles, Romania 1muld co-operate by all means in its power 
to implement the Programme for the Decade. It fully supported the two draft 
resolutions recommended by the Economic and Social Council for adoption by the 
General Assembly (A/31/148, (2nnexes I and II). His deler;ation welcomed Ghana's 
generous offer to act as host to the 1-lorld Conference~ and pledged its full 
co-operation to make that Conference a success. 

16. ])Jr. DANOVI (Italy) said that racism and racial discrimination were among the 
most abhorrent forms of the neGation of hwnan rishts, human dignity and the hJman 
personality and that, as such, they were a direct threat to the basic principles 
of the United Hations. The search for the most appropriate means of bringing such 
practices to an encl -.ras probably the heaviest responsibliity entrusted to the 
Organization and to its Member States. The appropriateness of the action taken 
thus far was seen in the dynamic evolution of events in southern Africa. TI1e 
political and economic pressure brought to bear for years on the regimes of 
southern Africa - nmr parallelled by the revolt of peoples too long the victims of 
racism and oppression - had unleashed a process which could no longer be halted. 
His Government which, together with its partners in the European Community, had 
constantly worked to promote equitable race relations and a peaceful transition 
to majority :rule in southern Africa, welcomed those develoyments and hoped that the 
transition woulcl take place with a minimum of suffering. 
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17. In October 1S'76 Italy had ratified the Internationa~ Convention on the 
lc:liT"ination of .'\_11 For..::1s of :rlacial Discrh1ination and had becm1e a party to it in 
February 1976. The Italian Parliament hao. previously o..do:Jted all the le~islative 
"~teasures needecl_ to implencent the Convention, al tllour;h it sJ.1ould. be noted that in 
the case of Ita~y the purllOSe of those measures i-rould 'be to prevent the ;.'ossible 
emerr;ence of racis111 rather than to coLJ.0e.t a phenoNenon ·Fhich was unl"nmm in his 
country. 

18. ',:itl.1 regard to the Decade for Action to Combat Racis11 and Racial 
Discrirtination, he recalled that his dele --;ation had joined in the consensus on 
General Assembly resolution 3057 ( )C~·TVIII) and had stron.0;ly supported both the idea 
of t:ne Decac!.e itself and the Pro,n~ramme for the Decade annexecc to that resolution. 
however, an unfortunate initiative tal~:en at the thirtieth session of the General 
Assel!Lbly haG_ introduced into that ProcTamme a.n extraneous ele111ent \·Thich had since 
proved hi~.J.1ly divisive. Italy had folloued i-Tith appreciation the efforts made by 
numerous delegations at the sixtieth session of the =-:conor.1ic and Social Council anc 
elseHhere to redirect the Pro'_,rffi,lille for the Decade towards its ori ~:inal objectives. 
Those efforts hac_ culr·'inated in the submission of a draft resolution on the Decade 
{.,:'c/31/148, annex I) which, altl.10U'2,h incluc!.in.r; SOLle aspects about vhich his delegation 
had reservations, contained no eleruents that it mic:l1t find unaccelJtable in 
principle. That was 2 hichly positive develop~1ent, in the li[~ht of both the recent 
events in southern Af:cic~. and the need to concentrate on eliminatinr; the r•lOSt 
heinous forms of racial discrir11ination. Unfortunately, the periodic attempts -
including those ;:_:ade during the current debate - to revive an issue which his 
delegation fir": .. ly rejected continued to oblige it, much a:sainst its wishes, to be 
cautious. Yet it -vras Hore than vrillin?: to lool-: touard.s the future rather than dwell 
on the past. 

19. As to the draft resolution recommended by the Economic and Social Council on 
the convenin.-::; of the T.Torld. Conference to Cornbat Tiacism and Racial Discrinination 
(A/31/148, annex II), his dele::_:-ation thanked Ghana for its offer to act as host to 
the Conference. It had some reservations about the financial a.rran3;ern.ents provided 
for in the draft resolution and had already expressed them. in the Council. i-Iovrever, 
it fully understood the economic factors vhich had prompted the Government of Ghana 
to as):( the United Nations to share the heavy burden of ore-anizing the Conference. 
The representative of Ghana had correctly re10.arked that a favourable decision on 
that '·'atter would be rec;arded as a precedent only if the Third Committee or any 
other coHulittee wished to regard it as such. In such a case, his delegation HOuld 
refuse to rer;ard any such decision by the Cor.nuittee as a precedent. 

20. r.r. }0Th0l·ili (BelgiULJ.) said that during the sixtieth session of the Economic 
and Social Council his dele3:ation had explained its position on all proble:rn_s 
concernin;; the Decade and that, in addition, the i'iinister for Foreign Affairs of 
the Netherlands, speakinr~ recently in a f>lenary l!1.eetinc; of the General Assembly, 
had stated the position of the European Colrtrnunity, includint. that of .belgium, on 
the ouestion of southern P.frica. The Belgian Government considered that the 
comp;o:rnise reached in connexion with the Decade durin~ the Council's sixtieth 
ses~ion must be maintained in order to avoid reopenin: an acri11onious clebate. 

/ ... 
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If , '~'intainec,, tl1e cOk!)rOl·lise vould also 1Jave a favourable influence on tl•e 
J:>re·~·e.ratory vorl~ for the \!orlcl Conference. 

~~1. ~:e then ii1troclu.cec:;., on l·ehalf of the s~Jonsors, c1rcJt resolution r.;c.:,/)J/I .. 3, 
':Thich relo,ted. to the status of t11e Inte::r·national Convention on. the _.,:liJ-'in2-tion of 
i·ll Forms of ::iacial Discri1:1ination. l'he sponsors 11oped that the resolution would 
be ~fio~teJ by consensus. 

22. 1~rs. BIRDLOVA (Uuion of Soviet Socialist Repu1Jlics) sdd tlmt the Soviet Union 
consistently- Ol_1IJOsed all for1.1s of racism anCi racial discriJrrination, exploitation, 
oppression ancc colonialisl' as a matter of principle and actively supported and 
utc>erve0. all Uniteci Hations c~ecisions ained at eliminatine' theiil. That position vas 
a reflectio11 of t~1e socialist nature of t~1e iJlUl tinationa_l Soviet State, vrhich was 
free of all fonas of oppression and ciscri1·1ination, and it llad oeen re0.ffirmed in 
tile decisions of the Tvrenty-;::'ifth Con"-ress of the Co;-:_:r,,unist Partv of the Soviet 
Union. 

23. Racisr,l -vras a procluct of social conditions and 0. tool of those classes -v:hicn 
profited froh the exploi t0.tion of man by 111an. The recent intensification of 
repression in southern Africa, particularly the events in Sovreto, 11ad caused s:necial 
concern and aroused the indi~nation of all freedom-levin~ peoples. l'he racist 
reo;ime of South Africa continued to flaunt -vrorld opinion by its ille;;al an6. 
repressive OCCUj_lation of liai:libia, anc. to i~nore Unitec,_ Nations demands for the 
transfer of power to the Nm'tibian people. The pattern of reTJression of the '\.fricen 
po;::>ulations in southern Africa -vras also reflected in the behaviour of the ille-sal 
vhite minority ret;ime of Southern Rhodesia -vrhich not only persisted in its brutal 
op:9ression of the i:.fricans of that country but also co:··u:~ited acts of ac,;.c::ression 
ac;ainst neighbouring African States. 

24. Those racist regLleS OFecJ tlleir survival and the irnpur:it.r '·rit:!:l 1vllicll they 
i2nored the der.1and.s of the int.ernationt:'.l co~·w.uni ty to -t-,1-;:o .c;llT·:•ort 2nd encoln:··:_·~e-•nent 

of the tre.nsnationc.l corrorations c)f certain ~'ec:t.::=r:::; (;~ .. . ~:.::h·c; ··11i~n sousht to 
perpetuate neo-colonialis:J in tno.t port of t;1e \~orld. 'I'lie f:c.ilure of a nur·1ber of 
countries to cor.··;)ly •.rith ti1e r·e::;ui:r.t:'E'ents of' the Pro(3rm:rrntc: for the LC'co.de for Action 
to Coml!E:t; I.acis .. : anc' ~.acir:l T;iscril.liuu.tion coulu only l1e intC:l'preted as support for 
raci sr: <me neo-coloniu.lis .1 and as C0''·lplici ty •::i t~1 the racic~t :re: ·imes. 

25. The ;;ide-spread concl_cmnation of apartheici c:·.ncl the .. rouin ~- pouer of the peoples 
•rho \·rere t::..rovinc off trle ~;:r:r-anny of the racists made the c-:.ercat of racism in 
:~outhern icfricc:. inevitable. The Soviet Union continuecl to ~..lelaand an unconditional 
end to the :~Jolicy of apartheid and racis;': in Soutl1 Af:.:ica. 'l'he irm:1ecliate 
l.'ithdra-vral of Soutl1 Africa froJ-2 Panibia and the nncondition::J transfer of pouer to 
the :9eople of Ziro.bab-vre. 

I ... 
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26. Ia the.t connexion the Soviet Union stronr.l v su1morted General "ll_sser,-·1J]_'•' 

resolution 337S: (xx:c) concleimin"; zioniSJ' as a fo:r···l ~-f :racis:-, ~me_ racial 
discrii:1ination. '_(he Soviet Union also uelcome0., e.nd he.<i in fact been one of the 
first to ratify, the International Convention on tl1e Sup:~Jression and Punishment of 
the CriL,e of l~parthei<-1, 'Thich it vie11ed as a c'.ecisive stejJ to,-rarcl establishinc; in 
international law· the principle th1:.,t apartheid is a crin1e a~ainst lm~na11i ty. Her 
c_:_elegation 1·ms convince<i that the eli:raination of racisn uould be hastened b•r 
increasin::., the number of parties to that Convention, as uell as to the 
International Convention on the ~·:li1dnation of All Forr·1s of Tiacial Discrimination. 
It -vrc;.s "Lmfortunate that sane States uldch forJrmlly conder.med racisr,1 and anartheic'. 
did not assume the international obligations clee.rly provided for in those 
Conventions. Concrete action vas more necesse.ry tl1an ever and the General Asser.iiJly 
s!10uld call upon all States to accec"..e to those instrurnents. 

27. The United I':e>,tions, its s:_oecialized a,v:encies and other international 
organize.tions Lmst also clo their ut;.lost to hasten the elinination of racis-r.' by 
ensuriw· imple:·:entation of the Pror:;rarcme for the Decac!.e, vrhich her country 
supported unconditionally. Soi-,e delegations hacl allezed that General Assembly 
resolution 3379 (XXX), i·Jhich branded zionis1.t1 as a forJ1 of racisn1 and re.cial 
cliscriHination, prevented certain States frm1. inplementin.:; the PrograTJme for the 
Decade. It should IJe recalled that those very clele~cations had already expressed 
reservations on o. nur,lber of the r·~ost im_flortant provisions of the PrograJl'l.Fe even 
-fJefore tlle ado)tion of ti1e.t resolution. '['heir reluctance to i;,,lpleHent measures to 
isolate the racist re·.-j_Ji'eS, to curtc:.il political, Pilitary and Other aid to those 
regir 1eS, ane_ to provide IL10ral an( liOlitical SU:p:'_)ort for national liberation 
strw;gles thus had nothinc to do vith the resolution on zionisr,l. 

28. In conclusion, her delefation ;:ave its full en<J. unc:ue.lified support to the t 1:ro 
ci_raft resolutions of the _ _;canonic and C:~ocial Council containec1 in docm1ent 
AtJl/148. Only the full Hnd llitcondi tional ir.ple1nentation of all the r.1easures 
provicleci. for in those resolutions coulcl fncilitate the realization of the c_;oals of 
the Pro,:rruilme for the necade. 

2)'. tier dele;_~ation trelco,,1_ec1 the forthcor,1ing Conference in Ghana and 1ras prepared 
to co-operate in the prep2>ration for it. 'I'he ma,jor tash: of the Conference should 
be to tal~-= effective 1.1easures for the unconditional and definitive elh~_ination of 
racisn, racial discri1:.1ination, apartheid and coloniulisL. 

30. ; ir. Dii:Z (Chile) said ti1at there he..Cl been no cliscrimination in Chile since the 
estal;lishlflent of the Lepv'LJlic 166 years before. The l)riclCi)>le of the equality of 
all races before Chilean laH ue.s laid do1-m in the Consti·cution of 1836 and hac1 
since Lieen m:1;:1lifie~- by subsequent lerrislation. That :;;rinciple no~! a'9plied not 
only to equalit-; before the lau, but to equalit·r before the acl·lini;:tro.tion a:::,C: 
::qual op:9ortunities in resr:ect of emplO~"·lent, housinr;, social bc;aefits fmd so on. 
Chile llacl taken in il11mic;rants frat;_ all parts of the ',-'orld, Fhich it treat'c::..<. or> the 
sm11e foot in:; as its mra nat:i_onal:3. 

/ ... 
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31. Chile abhorred and had always condemned all racial discrimination. The 
present Government of Chile was fully in accord with the country's ancient 
traditions, as could be seen from the constitutional acts that had been promulgated 
during the current year. Article 1 of Act No. 3 of 11 September 1976 on 
constitutional rights and duties provided that all men were born free and equal in 
dignity, and it ensured that all persons and groups were equal before the law. 
There were no privileged persons or groups in Chile. Article 1 of Decree No. 383 
of 16 September 1976 prohibited any discrimination on grounds of race, colour, 
sex, religion, political opinion or national or social origin which might interfere 
with equal opportunity for employment or the equal treatment of employed persons. 
Article 2 of the Decree provided that the selection of persons having special 
qualifications for certain jobs or special measures of protection for workers in 
certain activities such as heavy manual labour or night work should not be 
considered discriminatory. Furthermore, persons working in isolated places where 
the cost of living was higher than elsewhere because of the lack of communications 
might be paid higher wages and enjoy special social security benefits without that 
being considered discrimination. 

32. In the international sphere, Chile had ratified the International Convention 
on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination in 1971 and had striven 
to translate its precepts into legislation. He urged all States that had not yet 
done so to become parties to the Convention. 

33. Chile was a member of the Committee of 24 and of the Council for Namibia, with 
which it had always co-operated. In accordance with its traditions, Chile condemned 
the policy of apartheid, which violated all human rights. It welcomed the offer to 
host the World Conference made by Ghana. Chile would co-operate to the utmost to 
ensure the success of the Conference. 

34. Mr. FAURIS (France) said that the measures to be taken against racism laid 
down in the Programme for the Decade were rightly divided into national and 
international measures. In his view, the evils of racism should be attacked 
primarily at the national level and the domestic legislation must be sufficiently 
clear to prevent any resurgence of racial discrimination, from which no country 
could be entirely free. He would like to mention some of the measures taken in 
France in the last few years to combat discrimination measures which affected the 
status both of French nationals and of other persons living in France. 

35. The problem of racism and the elimination of all forms of racial discrimination 
lay close to the heart of all Frenchmen and affected both France's domestic and its 
foreign policy. Racial discrimination had always been proscribed in French lm.r and 
yet, immediately following the International Year for Action to Combat Racism and 
Racial Discrimination (1971) France had decided to strengthen its own already· 
strict domestic legislation against discrimination. The French Parliament had 
adopted the Act of 1 July 1972 on combating racism, which imposed stringent 
measures for the repression of racism and even went so far as to restrict the 
freedom of the press in that connexion. He would mention only the most sir,nificant 
provisions. First, every person or group of persons, whatever their origin, was 
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protected against slander and libel based on their racial, ethnic or national 
origin without there being any need to prove incitement to discrimination, hatred 
or violence. Secondly, discrimination on economic and social grounds, such as a 
refusal to grant benefits to certain persons or to recruit them, or their wrongful 
dismissal, was forbidden. Such acts could be punished with special severity if 
they were committed by civil servants. Thirdly, organizations were authorized to 
sue before the courts, with the agreement of the victim, and to constitute 
themselves partie civile. That was most important because such associations thus 
had the power to ensure that criminal proceedings were started. Those measures 
were fully in accordance with the Programme for the Decade, although they had been 
taken one year before resolution 3057 (XXVIII) had been adopted. 

36. France had taken another series of measures to prevent discrimination, 
concerned with the protection of immigrant workers in France. The French 
regulations relating to foreign workers were based on the principle of 
non-discrimination. All the French labour laws applied equally to foreign and to 
French nationals. Administrative measures had also been adopted in the past few 
years to improve residence conditions and employment opportunities of foreign 
nationals wishing to work in France, the most recent relating to the reception of 
their families~ education, the cultural environment, social action and housine. 
Special educational programmes in harmony with the Decade and aimed at making the 
French public more aware of the problems of racial discrimination and of immigrants 
had been broadcast on radio and television. If many countries took the kind of 
domestic measures he had mentioned, that would help to improve international 
attitudes to racism and discrimination. 

37. In the international field, France had supported the United Nations efforts 
and had taken an active part in drafting the international legal instruments on 
discrimination. France had adhered to the International Convention on the 
Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination and was reporting regularly to 
the Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination on the steps it was 
taking to give effect to the provisions of the Convention. 

38. France had taken a firm position against apartheid and all other forms of 
racial segregation, and it was contributing to the United Nations programmes of 
assistance to the victims of apartheid. France had always spoken out clearly 
against apartheid and all forms of racial segregation. At the thirtieth session 
of the General Assembly, it had participated in the consensus on resolution 
3411 B (XXX), which condemned South Africa for its refusal to heed the United 
Nations resolutions calling for the release of all persons imprisoned or restricted 
for their opposition to apartheid. France was as anxious to eliminate racism root 
and branch as any of its victims. 

39. With some reservations, his delegation had concurred in the texts on the 
Programme for the Decade and in resolution 3378 (XXX) on the World Conference to 
Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination because the aim sought had France's full 
support. However, it had to be borne in mind that when the United Nations 
confirmed its intention to combat racism, it had in mind a definite programme of 
activities. 
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40. He recalled that his delegation had -vrarned the sponsors of resolution 
3379 (XXX) that it might have to abstain on the Programme and on resolution 
3378 (XXX)before actually doing so, thus demonstrating that it had made every 
effort to leave the door open for further discussion. Conciliation had produced 
encouraging results at the spring and summer sessions of the Economic and Social 
Council held in 1976. It would be unfortunate if through confusion over words 
and meanings or by a process of amalgamation the Programme became distorted when 
it was applied~ in which case France would be compelled to voice its disagreement. 

41. Mr. HACHEME (Benin) said that the present item was of particular importance to 
his country in view of the situation in southern Africa, where South Africa 
exercised economic and racial domination over its African population. The policy 
of the Government of South Africa had been stigmatized in the resolutions of the 
Security Council expressing abhorrence of the apartheid system. It was to be 
hoped that the Decade would bring greater awareness of the terrible evils of such 
policies and lead to the adoption of effective measures against them. The 
Economic and Social Council had recognized the legitimacy of the struggle of the 
Africans against the regimes in southern Africa which employed violence to deprive 
Africans of their freedom and human rights. He therefor supported the two draft 
resolutions (A/31/148, annexes I and II) submitted by the Council for the 
consideration of the General Assembly. Some progress had been made at the recent 
meeting of non-aligned countries at Colombo, but much still remained to be done 
if the world was to be freed of the fascist white regimes which had enslaved 
African peoples, a classic form of capitalist exploitation. 

42. He welcomed the fact that the General Assembly had decided that the World 
Conference to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination should be held at Accra. It 
would provide an opportunity to consider what further measures must be taken to 
put an end to the present disastrous situation. 

43. Mr. DAMMERT (Peru) said that there was no racial discrimination in Peru, where 
many different races had converged to become Peruvians, 11ithout distinction based 
on creed, colour, race, sex, language, national or social origin, economic 
situation, birth or any other condition. .All had the same rights and duties and 
the same free access to professional and productive employment in both the public 
and the private sectors. Peruvian legislation was based on the principle of the 
equality of all human beings and on the prohibition of all discrimination on the 
grounds he had mentioned. 

44. The revolution that had taken place in Peru was a revolution of human values. 
Peru could not accept such regimes as those in southern Africa~ which degraded 
men and were based on the outworn concept of racial superiority. The aim of the 
revolution was to reclaim men, not as individuals, but as members of a society 
governed by a system of values which ensured their full participation and real 
freedom. Its philosophy of human values involved a dedication to the struggle for 
their full development within an order of real social justice, vhich could not exist 
side by side with domination, discrimination and other forms of exploitation and 
enslavement. 
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45. All the negative characteristics he had mentioned were to be found in 
southern Africa. The peoples of Zimbabwe, Namibia and Azania 1-1ere oppressed, 
exploited and dominated by vrhite minorities w·hich denied them their human rights 
and fundamental freedoms. The efforts of the international community to eradicate 
racism and racial discrimination h9.d led to the adoption of General Assembly 
resolution 3057 (XXVIII) approving the Programme for the Decade, the principal aim 
of which Has to :promote human rights and fundamental freedoms for all without 
distinction as to race, colour, descent or ethnic or national origin by eradicating 
racism, racial discrimination and racial prejudice. It also aimed at combating all 
forms of racial discrimination, as provided in article 1 of the International 
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination. The Decade 
"l·ras now ir.. its third year and progress had already been made towards the elimination 
of racial discrimination, ~-Thich had gone hand in hand -vrith the disappearance of 
colonialism, particularly in Africa. As a result, many States had achieved 
independence and irere now full Members of the United Nations. 

46. Peru "t;TaS concerned to ensure the success of the Decade, which could not be 
achieved ~~til apartheid had been completely eliminated. It was the duty of the 
international community to come to the aid of the oppressed peoples and help them 
to secure their fundamental rights and freedoms. In that connexion, it must be 
borne in mind that the racist regimes were able to survive because of economic, 
political, military ~~d strategic considerations and thanks to the assistance they 
received from certain Powers that were seeking their own self-interest. 

47. Ghana iras to be congratulated on having offered to act as host to the lvorld 
Conference in 1948 to evaluate, half--vray through the Decade, the progress that 
had been made in the elimination of racism and racial discrimination. Peru was 
following with close attention the preparations being made by Ghana and it hoped 
that the assistance which the United Nations could provide would ensure the 
success of the Conference. 

48. Lastly, his delegation would vote for both the draft resolutions submitted to 
the General Assembly by the Economic and Social Council contained in document 
A/31/148. 

49. Mrs. SHAHAHI (Philippines) observed that the item on racial discrimination had 
become increasingly important as a result of recent events in southern Africa. In 
the introduction to the report of the Secretary-General on the work of the 
Organization (A/31/1/Add.l), which gave priority to the problem of racial 
discrimination, it was stated that there could be no peace in southern Africa 
~~til the necessary changes called for by the United Nations came about, and that 
the world could no lonc;er afford delay, as the potential for major disaster became 
more real every day. 

50. The time for paying lip service to freedom and equality ~ras over. The 
Philippin~s tad an excellent record, as her country's Secretary for Foreign Affairs, 
Mr. Romulo, had stated before the General Assembly at the 13th plenary meeting, 
of consistently and ~~compromisingly supporting the righteous cause of the 
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African peoples. In the case of southern Africa, he had added, it had scrupulously 
implemented United Nations decisions, including the application Of economic 
sanctions, the severance of diplomatic and consUlar relations, and even the 
observance of sanctions in the field of sports. Mr. Romulo had fUrther pointed 
out that the formulas offered for transition to majority rule in Zimbabwe should 
conform to the legitimate demands of the African people and that proposed solutions 
should not be dictated by expediency or considerations relating to the balance of 
power; they should be consonant with the Charter and with the expresseq desires 
and aspirations of the African people (A/31/PV.l3). 

51. Her Government whole-heartedly supported the goals of the Decade for Action 
to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination and welcomed the forthcoming Conference 
in Ghana. She particularly welcomed the fact that women had been given an 
important role to play in the Programme for the Decade, for past events had already 
shown how effective they could be in combating racial discrimination. 

52. Her delegation fully supported the two draft resolutions recommended by the 
Economic and Social Council for adoption by the General Assembly (A/31/148, 
annexes I and II). The Philippines, which was a signatory to the International 
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination, also warmly 
welcomed the fact that as of 1 September 1976, five States parties to the 
Convention, namely, Costa Rica, the Netherlands, Norway, Sweden and Uruguay, had 
made the declaration provided for under article 14 of the Convention. 

53. Her delegation was also gratified to note that 21 States had already acceded to 
the International Convention on the Suppression and Punishment of the Crime of 
Apartheid, ratification of which was especially important in the light of recent 
events in southern Africa. 

The meeting rose at 12.50 p.m. 




