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TIIE SITUATION IN TT{E MIDDLE EAST

SinceMr.Carni]"leCha.mor:n,ItlinisterofthelnteriorinnyGovernnent'nas
requested of you through the Permanent Mission of Lebanon the circulation of
bis l-etter ad.dressed to the President of the Conference of Non-Aligned Countries

in Colonbo as an officia.l document of the United Nations V tlttiiit he signed as

Deputy Prir0e Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs ' I find it necessary to

reaffirrn n{r te]-egrams ""ot to you on 20 Jwre } 2 ana : 
"r"ly 

anrl 21 Awust 19?5'

in which I brought to your attention that the appointment of MI' 
-Cha'nor-m 

as

Minister of I'oreign Afl'airs is nuLl anil voi cI teciuse such an appointnent

constitutes a vioLation of the practice of the Constitution ' the principle of

;;;;r;i;;ii"n i., goterni.,e ana ihe spirit or the nationaf pact in Lebanon '

Regarding the substance of the letter I lrou].d like to make the fol]-owing

obset'vations:

1. To say that the Pafestinian people did not lose anything in
Lebanon o tfrat tnere were no attenpts to l"iorriaate them' and that Lebaron

alone l/as a victirn oi a vicious "io"piracy 
-"rtich destroyed its econon$/ '

, caused the loss "i i;"; of thousands of its citizens arrd destroyed its
institutions, ."".t-io "w tntt Lebanon alone was the rrictin is sinply

fooking at tne problern "riih one eye and does not express the t:rue aspect

of the situation.

The Palestinian people have been subiected to considerable l-osses in

hunan J_ife " in their interests, and in ttreir potential capacity to achi'eve

- their legitinate "it'lggJ.", 
wtlicfr is recognize-d by the United Nations and

x s/J!/rJo.
tJ elztltlg.
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endorsed by its resolutions. perhaps ltu. chamoun would. recalr with ne thathistoric session of the ceneral" As-s enbly in l9?l+ r^rhen bothMr. Suleiman Frenjieh, president of f,etanon, and I\4n. yasser Arafat, Head.of the PaLestine Liberation Organization, addressed. the worLd conmurityand thus crol'ned the international recognition of the inarienable ri.ghtsof the Palestinian people and their legitimate struggle.

The truth of the r0atter is that l'hat is taking place in Lebanon isdirected against both l,ebanon and the pJ""tioi.r, feipfe, ."d ;;;--;;r_inflicted on our country is also inflicted on the pal,estinians.

f'or this reason the support given by the Lebanese to the palestinian
people in their struggl_e to achieve theii national aspirations is one ofthe basic elernents of Lebanon r s nationaL policy and at the same tine is anecessity which serves the interest or toitr the r.ebanese and. the palestinian
peoples.

2. To say that the paLestinian revolution is the nain pa"ty carryingo,ut- a_ conspiracy against Lebanon is a natter of personal inteipreiation.we believe that severar- parties play a prin-ipar. rofe in tne cin*ict. rfLre assLrrDe for the sake of arg'ment that the pa.r,estinians bear 
"esponsibitity,it cannot be thei.rs a1one. ierhaps our responsibility as Lebanese is fargreater because Lebanon, wbich is being desiroyea, is ours,

3. It is true that paLestinians cane to Lebanon after being evicted.by Israel in 1!\8 and they settl_ed in camps. But since then they have beenexposed to afl kinds of fear, nisery and aggression by fsrael -T?re 
vantons.ttacks by the Israel,is against the refugeJ camps caused thousands ofvictims, and the nulaerous conplaints of iebanon against Israel- to thesecurity council- are probably stil-l fresh in the mind.s of Menbers of theUnited Nations. As a result of these attacks the palestinians, in self_defence' felt the need to am and this r-ed to the conclusion of agreementsbetween them and the lebanese authority.

. !. The Agreement betareen the rebanese authority and the palestlne
Liberation organization in J969 regul-ates the palestinian amed. presence onLebanese soil r,rhich rnras also approied by the lebanese parlianenti Ho*u.r"r,certain Lebanese parties vhich critici"L u*"""""" by some pal-estinians
regarding the Agreen0ent d.o not recognize it thernsel,ves. rt is noted thatsome excesses take place every nov aatl then because the concept of revolutiond.iffers from the concept of a State. At any rate the solution of thisproblenx cannot be reached by viol_ence and. figtrting vhich is destructive loall, as this crisis has shovn, but rather ttrrough dial_ogue and mutual-confidence.

5, The differences between the Lebanese and. the presence of varior:sconflicting parties in the Lebanese &rena are known to a.1.I and are due ropolitical, economic, sociar- and inie.rlectual reasons aJrd are certainly notof Palestinian naking alone, as some c1ain.
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6. The responsibility for the Lebanese crisis vhich r:nilersined the

basis of the State and its instit'utions lies vith all- the conflicting
parbies in the Lebanese arena, and if they ltere to come to an agreement the

crisis .,n oufd end and then it wou.Ld become possible to aehieve an r:ntterstanding

with the PaLestinians to inplernent the Agreement conclud'ed vith then' Fox

this reason it is in the inierest of peace in Lebanon tbat all parties
concert their efforts to eLininate thair differences through dialogue'

7. We d.o not befieve the allegation that the Palestinians contemplate

naking l,ebanon their home instead of Palestine ' The Palestinian people

have nade great sacrifiees in ord'er to achieve their nobl-e an'l Just cause

anil to return to their honeland. Tbeir revolution has folmd its way to
the conscience of atl free peopfes of the wo"Id and has received their ful1
support. The Palestinians witL never replace Palestine by any other hone

"n.Joo 
or," except IsraeL, of coutse, could entertain such an idea'

8. I a.m stiu conwincecl that the consideration of the Lebanese probl-en

by the united Nations \tould result in escalating the differences between tbe

lebanese anrl would foil, Arab peace efforts, especially at a tine-.vhen the

Special Envoy of the Arab League endeavours to achieve a cease-fire and'

preparations are under vay to convene the Arab srumit conference wbose aim

is to find. a lasting p.."" itt Lebanon' The interest of.peace in lebanon

i.qoi""" the creatiin of a proper atnosphere to ensure the success of these

efforts .

We conclude by saying that it is not in the interest of anyone in the world

to further conplicate the Lebanese crisis'

I request that this letter be circulated as an official docunent of the

Ceneral Assenbly of the United Nations '

Rachid KAIAMI
President of the Council of Ministers

Minister of Foreign Affairs, a'i'




