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II4PI,Ei{EIITATION OF THE DEC]SIONS ADOPIXD BY THN
GENEnA], ASSEI,tsLY AT ITS SEVE.III]H SPECIAL SESSIOI{

leqlef dqled 1? December 19T6 tron the Permanent Representative
of PakisL"" to th" -Uffi F"" "ia."r. or

_the Geneaal Assembly_

The Group of 7T rnet yesterday afternoon to take note of the decision by menbers
of the Conference on International nconomic Ca-operation to postpone their
It'Iini c+ari o t r,t6a+.i-- -.-r. i, .-,ch was to have taken place betveen 15 and 17 December, to a
date sometine in the first half of next year. Discussion in rhe Croup reflected
disappointment at the fact that the meeting has had to be postponed aJld at the
ma'*'6 '6c r'lr - ..j6-r -16^ Lw Lhe Paris c^nfFr 6n.a c^ fler ThF maFf inruls^ took into
account the r^ri sh of the General Assenbly, exbressed in its resolution 31/1\ of
f9 November \976, that the results of the conference should be assessed in the
course of the current session. The Group also issued a conmuniqu6 containing its
vietrs on the subject, a copy of vhich is enclosed.

In the light of the postponement of the final x4inisteria] r'{eeting of the
Conference, the Group of 77 was of the vieu that the current session of the General
Assembly should not cl-ose on 21 Decenber as previously decided and that it should
be reconvened in a resumed session to discuss agenda iten 66, entitled
"Development and international economic co--operation: implementation of the
decisions adopted by Lhe Genera_l Assemblf at i[s seventh special session .

I l,/ou1d request that this letter as e1l as the enclosed comnuniqu6 of the
Group of 7? developing countries be circulated as a docunent of the General
Assembly.

( Siened ) Igbal AKI{UND
Ambassador and Pernanenl Fepresentative oC

?al:istan to the Unitecl i,lations
Chairy,an of the Group of 77

T5-28387
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Conraunioud issued by Lne Croup of 77 4ellelepln_q rlulqjss

l-. Eollowing the decision of Lhe countries partie ipatin,. in the Conference on
International Economic Co-operation not to convene the concluding Ministeria.l-
I'leeting on 15 to fT Decenrber L976 and. to hold that meeting in the first part of
I9'(T " tL1e Group of 77 met at United Natians Headquarters in Ner,/ York, on
16 December 1975, Lo consider the situation. The Group took note of that d.ecision.

2 'fha 'lr'-'rr Elc^ n^ra.l th.t as l'.4in iqter PSrt z Crrer-ero the Co-Cha.i rnan of the
Conference, stated to the press:

tThe developing countries of the oroup of 19 r"rere prepared to meet on
the origi.nal dates, but 1,hey have accepted the postponement in view of the
argument advanced that at this ti-'ne sorne industrial-ized countries of the
CrouD of B aro not alr-Le to assu're Lhe political Dosition vhich viLl ensure
the succcss of the Conflerence and that early jn the next year Lhe prospects
appear favourable. The initiative for the postponeilent did not come from
the Group of 19 but it arose from the croup of 8,"

3. The developing countries had agreed to participate in the restricLed
Conference on Tnternational Econornic Co-operation on the understarding that it
vould seek to transfate i.nto action the agreements and understandings reached at
the sixth and seventh specia.l sessions of the Ceneral Assembly and afso seek new
areas of agreement on issues affecting the world economy. The developing countries
expected the Conference to l-ead to concrete action to resol-ve the fundamental
problems arising from the inequitable econonic relations betr/een the developed and
the developing ccr.rntries, make a significant contribution to the d.evelopment of
the developing countries a*nd thereby promote the lrosperity of all nations, the
ult irnate objective of the ltrew Tnternatlonal Economic Order. This expectation vas
reinforced by the consensus reached at the seventh special session of the General
Asseslbly for concrete action to resolve [he economic problens of the developing
n^lln+'T; ac i n .a}-f . in cn6cific areas.

)+. The developing cou)tries harre become increasingly concetned. that after a whole
year, during which their economic conditions have continued. to deteriorate ' no
progress has been registered at the Conference on International Econonic
Co-operation, despite the fact that the Conference nas to have subriitted its final
conclusions to the General Assembly in Decenber 19?5.

,. The developing countries have presented detailed and specific proposals for
concrete action in all- the areas of the vork of the Conference " There has been no
positive response to these proposals fTom the developed countries; the fev proposals
put forward by thern were linited in nature.

6. It is in this perspective that the General AssembLy, in its resolution 3I/1\,
has expressed its deep concern and disappointnent at the failure of the Conference
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to achieve any conc-rete results so far, and its profound concern at the adverse
effect vhich the failure of the Conference vill have on international econonic
co-operaLion. The Assembly has urged af1 the participants in ?aris, especialfy the
developed countries, to ensure the success of the Conference and to respond
positively to the proposals put forward by the developing countries.

7, While ta.t<ing note of the postponement of the concluding Ministerial- Meeting,
the Group of 7? affirns the hope and expeetation of the developing courtries that
positive and concrete results in a.11 areas under consideration at the Conference
w'ill te forthconxing at the meeting which should be held in the earl-y part of 1977,
The Group expects the devefoped countries also to demonstrate the necessary
political vil1 and vision recluj.red. to achieve substantial- ard real progress in the
di aJogue and to promote solutions to the gTave aJ]d urgent problems affecting the
developing countries and bhe vorld economy. The Croup of ?7 reiterates ils
conviction that the achievement of substantive and concrete results in a].l areas of
major concern is a prerequisite for the success of the Conference. The developing
countries wifl nat be prepared to consider marginal results on periphera.l issues as
constituting such a success.

B, The Group of 77 alsc attaches great import ance to the achievement of
substantive results in the negotiations taking place in other foruns, particularly
in the current negotiations on cornnodities, including on the establishment of a
c crnrnon fund, the r0ultilateral trade negotiations and the forthcoming Ministerial
Meeting of the faad.e and Development Board on the problen of j.ndebtedness of ths
developing countries "

9 " The GrouD of Jf r,rishes to emphasize once again the central role of the United
Nations, especially the General Assenbly, in the field of international economic
co-operation. The General Assenbly decided. in its resolution 31/11+ "to consider
during its pxesent session the results of the concluding I'{inisterial l{eeting of the
Conference on International Economic Co-operation", vhich has nov been postponed
to the early part of next year. In viev oLl bhis, Lhe CrouF of TT considers that
the present session of the Genera,l- Assenbly should not be closed on the schedul-ed
date. A resumed meeting of the thirty-first session of the General Assembl-y should
be convened in the early part of 1977 fo consid.er the results of the concluding
Ministerial Meeting of the Conference on International Economic Co-operation a.nd
other relevant negotiations which are under vav,

10. Tn this contert, the Group of JJ expressed Lhe general desire to consider
convening a meeting of the developing cor-rnlries ab anoporopriaLcly high political
fevel to assess the situation and to co-ordinate ttleir strateg-y.




