
---
=:J A 

-
::=/ cr E:

---
:=::

{.JN'IED 0.dAT'of{s

GENERAfl.
ASSEl\/tBI.Y

lJrstr.
GENENAI,

A/3r/\58
r 

" 
roaanhcr 'l 476

ORIGINAI: ENGLISfl

Thirty-first ses sion
Agend.a items 69 ana 83

ELIMINATTON OF AII, FOXT4S OF NACIAI DISCRTMINATION

PRESERVATION AND I'URTIIER DEVELOPIMNT OF CULTURAL VAIIJES

d.ated 17 December l- 5 from the Pernanent
to the Unitetl N addressed to the Secret

ive of

On instructions of ny Government, I have the honour to subnit an English
trarrslation of a comunication addressed at the beginning of December 1975 io
the President of the State of Israel by 92 Soviet Jews in protest against official
attenpts to sabotage a slmpos ium devoted to Jelrish culture in the soviet union'
due to be held in l{oscow fTom 2L to 23 December.

In accordance with the wish etrpressed by the signatories, I have the honour
to request that this letter sntl its annex be circulated as an official docunent
of the General Assembly und.er agenda itens 69 and 83.

(sienea) chaim HEFZoG

Pe rmanent Representative of Israel
to the United Nations

76-28016
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ANNEX

Comunication add-res sett to the Presid.ent of the State of Israel

Unusual circumstances have forced. us to tuxn to you, Together with 34 other
countries, the Union of Soviet Socialist Republic s connitted itself, in Helsinki,
to enable the national, minorities to develop their cultures. 0n the basis of this
agteenent, and taking into consid.eration the ever-growing interest of the Jews in
their ovn culture anrl heritage, a gxoup of people has taken the decision to
convene a symposir:n, to be held fron 2l- to 23 December 1975, detlicated to ttre
situation and possibilities of d.eveloping Jelrish cul,ture in the Soviet Union.

This purely national-cultural initiatiye raised a favourable echo amongst
Jews in the Soviet Union, as we].l as those of a number of other countries,
includi.ng Israel. Many papers were received. fron al-l- these countries. The
preparations for the synpcsi..rm were conducted in an ent irely open and Iega1 manner.
Invitations to the slruxpos iuro were sent out to a number of Soviet institutions and
cu-l-tural personalities.

At a press conference, held on t? November 1976, the progra.@e of the
synposiun was nad.e public. Tbis progra,me incfudes !)+ papers, nore than 30 of
rthich lrere written by Soviet cjtizens. Later on, as netrs of the sympos iu:n was
broadcast by severa.f radio stations, including the Israel Radio arld "The Voice
of America'r, thousaads of Jews in the Soviet Union began to reveal s. hopeflrl
interest in its preparations.

However, the Soviet authorities, in spite of all- their own comitments srd
of the purely national-cu1tural and legitimate character of the synposium, initiated,
on 23 November, a massive action ained. s.t preventing the slmposium from taking place.
To this end., meEbers of the KGB and. of the State Prosecution searched. at night the
apartments of the organizers of the symposium: Professor V. Rein, Dr. L. Volvovski,
Dr. I. negun,P. Abranovich (engineer), V. Prestin (engineer), V, Lazaris (advocate),
I. Essas (nathenatieian) , l. Vilenskair (psychologist), and V. Bogonolnii
(nechanical engineer) .

Al-1 the naterial for the symposium was confiscated., including papers, theses,
prograrnmes, the fin<Iings of a sociological survey and similar nateria.l.

In adtlition, they confiscated. eve4rthing relating to Jev-isb cu.lture, such as
textbooks of the Hebrelr language and. Jewish history, as well as other books on
Jewish subJects, even inclutling rare Soviet editions, prayer books, and. notations
of Jewish mus ic.

Many of the organizers of the slrmpos iu:n are under KGB surveillance tlay and
night, Consequently, the convening of the synposiue, which night have become en
important preced.ent for Jewish revival- in the Soviet Union, came lurder the threat
of being vitiated. Al1 these measu?es constitute, in or:r opinion, a clear
infringement of the rights of the Jewish nationa.l ninority in the spheres of culture
and tradition.
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In this connexion, and taking into account the fact that the State of Israel
is the spiritual- centte and, as suchr the obvious representative of I'Ior1d Jewry'
we express our hope that you will help us.

We assume that you will find it appropriate to instruct your representative
at the United Nations to rs.ise the question of the viol-ation of the cuJ-tural
rights of the Jer.dsh national- rninority in ttre Soviet Union and to circulate this
letter as an official docr.urent of the Ilnited Nations.

Mo s cor,/

V. Fein, L. Volvovski, V. Prestin, P. Abramovich ' E. Lieberman' L. Vilenskaia'
I. Begun, I. nssas, A. Mai, V. Lazaris, V. Bogonolnii' F. Mandel, S. Rosanskaia,
V. Slepak, M. Ili.rnen, E. Beilin, V. !'urnan, M, Novikov, I' Seilin, B. Chernobilski'
I. Kosharovski, L, rvlenes, L. Shabashov' L. UJ-anovski ' A' Bolshoi' V. Elist?atov,
1. Elkind, M. Gorbatov, A. Pol-ischiuk, D. Shiglik, A' Swarzman, G' Vigclorov'
V. Brailovski, M, Azbel, E. orl-eanskaia, M. Antlriuhin, !. Vitshiein' E. Nizlmikov.
A. Druk, A. KruJkov, A. Gvinter, A. Lerner, V. Broiter, M' Liublinski., V' oi-xo7 '
S. Spekiorova, Leizertan, f. Kogan, V, Lesskis, P. Einbinder'

lvlansK

I. Gol,dman.

Tbilis si

G. Gold.stein, I. Coldstein.

_L A_L_L 1n

B. Gurfel.

Vilna

N. Salanski, D. Drot.

Vinnltze

M. Mager, B. Dehovich.

Kishinev

P. Roitberg, I. Shehtnan, P.
S. Abramovich, K. Weinshtein,
f. Shneider, T. Starkman, M.
V, Bal-barer, M. Margulis, I.

Tila6pol-

G. Levitt.

Shehtman, L, Iakubovic, l. Iskubovich, E. Abranovich,
L. Weinshtein, M. Mamontlivi, L. Mamontlivaia,

Stsrkman, I. Swarzman ' L' Swarzm8ll, M' Rois'
V€nshtuk, z. Vanshtu}, D' vatzman.
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D, Ariev, H. Shrrr, D. Gordin, H. Fru.rnkin, S. Zabrodskai.a, .4.. Zinober' B. Ralrhman 'Kaminski, tr'. Lenberg, I. Minkina, B. Ziternan,




