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Letter 12N from the Permanent
of the ted N

the Secretary-General-

T harra iha l'^-^"- ^-on behalf of the African croup at the United Nat,-,,., "-draw youl attention to the explosive situation created by the recent cl_osure
by the South African racist r6gine of the border betveen South Africa and the
southern border of Lesotho adJacent to the so-called ind.ependent Transkei.

The closure of the trorder on 25 eetober 19T6 is calculated to arm-twist
Lesotho into accordin€ recognition to the bantustan Transkei which is an appendage
of the apartheid Govetament of South Africa.

The African Group views with the greatest concern the serious adverse
econonic effects which this action taken by the racist r6gine in Pretoria has on
Lesotho. If the situation is al]-owed to continue for any length of tirne, over a
third of the population of Lesotho wilJ. be deprived. of its basic needs such as
food ard nedi.cal" supplies, Moreover, export conmodities could not be sent out
owing to the mountain ranges that separate the area affected from the rest of the
country and render commr:nication irrpossible.

South Africars action is a flagrant breach of international- 1aw whi ch
stipulates safe passage of transit goods to arld from land-l-ocked cor:ntries.

The situe.tion in that area does not only pose a serious economie probJ-em to
the people of Lesotho but constitutes a threat to the peace and security in that
region.

fhe African croup strongl-y naintains that the international community must
assrrne its responsibility to give every support required by l,esotho fot its
exi.stence and the welfare of its people. The Government of that countr:r shoultl
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not be left alone to be coved d-own by the Pretoria r6gime because of lesothors
abhorrence of the policy of apartheid in South Africa and its ful1 support of all
United. Nations resolutions, in parbicular General Asserfoly resolution J1/6 A
of 26 October l-9?5 in I'hi ch the Assenbly reJected the so-called independence
granted by the racist r6gime in South Africa and cal.ted upon aJ-J- Goverrrments to
deny any form of recognition to the so-cal1ed. independent Transkei a.nd. to refrain
frorc haying sny deaf,"ings vith the so-ca1led ind.ependent Transkei.

I w'ou1d appreciate it if you voulcl circulate this letter as a document cf the
General Assenbly,

(Sisned) Marsur R. KIICIIA
Pernqnnrl k. 
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