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Note verbale dated 1+ october 1976 ftom the Permanent

add.ressed to th€ Secretary-General

The Permanent lepresentative of Ghana to the United Nations presents his
compliments to the Secretary-General of the United lfations and has the honour to
request that the following statement made by the Governnent of Ghana on the
Anglo-American proposals for najority rule in Zinbabve be circuaated as an
official document of the Genera.l Assenbly under agend.a itern 86:

"Ttre Governnrent of the Supreme l{ilitary Council wel-cornes the Latest
effort of the United States Secretary of State to find a solution to the
probl-en of Zirbabwe but regrets that it led to no rnore than a cond.itional
acceptarce of the principle of rnal ority rule by the rebel rdnority r6gine.

"As the price of its acceptance of eventual rnajority xu1e, the rebel
r6gine has put fo"waral the denand that sanctions be lifted and the armed
struggle ended. before the transition to fu]-]- majority rule is complete. The
Government of the Supreme I'{ilitary CounciJ. is opposed to anlr relaxation of
the pressures on the minority r6gime before effective power in Zirnbabwe is
actually and irrevocabfy handed. over to the najority, that is, handed over
without any possibility of constituti.onal retrogression. The Government does
not believe that it lrou1d be in the interests of the people of Zimbabne to
J.ift sancti.ons or terninate the armed struggle of the Zirobabve nationalists
as long as the conclitions which necessitated those measures still- exist,
in other word.s, as long as the usurpation and retention by the rebel-s of the
substance of supreme power sti11 continues in any shape or forn,

"one exanple of this is the rebet r6gime's insistence that it should
retain sole responsibility for defence and internal security during the
transitiona"l- period while sanctions are l-ifted and the arned st"uggle ha1ted..
fhe Governnent of the Suprene Military Council takes the view that the lifting
of sanctions coul-d. not be cons id-ered unfess the unilaters.l declaration of
ind.ependence should cease to apply and soverei€nty in the territory in fact

T6-t92o5



Al 31_/ 258
English

as r^rel1 as in 1aw cfearly reverted to the administering por,rer or possibly
to the United Nations as trustee during a brief period of transition tofu1l maJority rule.

"Unti1 such conditions are fulfilled or until effective pover passes
irreversibly to the maJority of the Zinbabwe peapfe, the Government of the
Supreme l'{ilitary Council wil1 continue to cornmit it; fu11 support to the
armed struggle and to oppose a"ny attempt to lift sanctions."




