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1. In paragraph 7 of General Assembly resolut ion 32/1BO of 19 Decenber I97T on
econoxcic co-operatlon among developinpl countries, the Assembly requested the
secretary-General to submit a cornprehensive report at its thirty-third session on
the implernentation of that resolution. The present report was prepared in response
to that request . !
2" In paragrapb 2 of the resolution the General Assembly also requested the
Secretary-General to ensure, through the appropriate nachinery of the Adrninlstrative
cc,nmittee on co-ordination (Acc), effective co-ordination of activities within the
Uni.ted Nations system in support of measures of economic co-oleration a,,none
n-.,-t ^-i^^ ^^.,^ r- -..i ^^ , -. identified in the relevant decisions of the United Nations
on the subject. Such decisions include those based on the programne of action
adopted. at the Third lqlinisterial l4eeting of the croup of 77, 2/ the Action
Drograrame flor Economic co-operation (see A/ir/r91, annex rrr ;;d rV) adopted at
the Fifth conference of Heads of state or Government of Non-Aligned ccuntries, and
the report of the conference on Economic co-operation among Developing countries
(see A/C"2/3I/7, part one)" The Ceneral As sernbly further requested the Secretary-
General in paragraph 3 to continue to include in the nedium-term Dlan an
intersectoraf presentation of the activities envisaged to implement the relevant
resolutions of the United Nations on eeonomic co-operation among developing
countries and tc secure the same kind of intersectoraJ- presentation on a system-wide
basis. Fina11y, in laragraph \ of the resolution, the General Assernbly urged the
special,ized agencies and other organizations of the United. Nations system, in
accordance r,rith their established procedures and practices, to support measures of
econonic co-operation arnong d-eveloping countries" including, as and when recLuested"
the continued provision of the necessary secretaxiat support serviees and other
suitable arrange:nents to facilitate the holding of neetings by the developing
counLries in pursuance of the objecLives of economic co-operation among developing
countries,

3" The present report accordingllr reviews action undertaken in order to
co-ordinate activities in the field of econonic co-cperation among developin€i
countries within the United ldations systetl, as r_re1l as action by speciatized agencies
ancl other organizaticns of the system in support of econonic co-operation among
developing countries. Concerning the latter, it should be noted that ACC submitted
a report (see E/AC,5I/90/Add,.I (parts r and IT)) to the eighteenth session of the
cormrittee for Programe and co-ordination (cpc), giving a cros s -organi zational
review of LLe .r-esponse by organizations of the united Nations systen, including
arrangements at the interagency leve1, to the relevant decisions of the united
Nations on the subj ect and to the ctecisions and requests of the developing countries
envisaged at the llexico citv conference on economic co-operation among developing

I.

V This report vas prepared. by the United. l{ations Conference on Trad.e and
Development in consul_tation with the organizations and units concerned.

_ 2/ 
_ 
See 

. 
Proce edingq_€ llre United Nations Conference on Trade and Deve]opment,

Ig!,$t' 99!!io"., ;1. r ; Bepgl!-g4llllg;r9:.T*ft.d ltat'ons ;ubli;at ion,l are;
i{o. E.76.rr.D.10), annex V" annE; r;liiilution }. 
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countries. J/ The ACC report, which covers the biennium 1978-1979, provides the
first guid.e for the purpose of determining the aleas in vhich'the different bodies
of the United Nations are operating in support of economic co-operation among
developing countries. Therefore, the annex to the present report, Tather than
providing a detaifed analysis of measures adopted ldthin the United Nations system
in support of economic co-operation anong developinpl countries, which vould
d.uplic ate the ACC report, constitutes instead an up-dating of that report taking
into account import ant developments which have taken pface since it was finalized.
Such d-evelopments have been grouped in the annex folloving the presentation of the
ACC report" This presentation will ensure complementarity between the present

"eport 
and the ACC report, which should be read together"

II. CO-ORDINATION OF ACTIV]TIES I,]TTHIN THE U}IITED NATIONS SYSTEI{ IN
THE FIELD OF ECONOMIC CO-OPERATTOII Ai'IONG DEIELOPING COUIITRIES

)+. In consi.d.ering the various aspects related to co-ordination cf activities
{ithin the United Nations system in the field of economic co-operation among
developing countries, a number of aspects must be taken into account, Firstly, the
development of collective self-reliance as an integral paJt of the nen international
economic order has given new inpetus to econornic co-operation among developing
countries. In line with nev approaches and ideas vhich go belrond the linits of
subregional and regional trade and integratior arrangeroents, and vhich emphasize
the need. for co-operation a:long aJl developing ccuntries, the !'laniIa, Coloml:o and
Mexico City programnes provide for the development of an integral global system fox
economic co-operation arnong developing countries. The systen" as it has been
conceived, involves a set of interrelated policies, mechanisrns and institutions,
rthich, cutting across sectors and regions, are d-esigned to impfement different
forms of action within the wide framework of economic co-operation among developing
countries. The intersectoral and- cross -organiz at ional nature of economic
co-operation among d.eveloping countries, as well as the videning of its scope,
therefore inplies new approaches and progranmes on the part of the United Nations
system as a vhole in order to support and promote sueh co-operation. Also,
inasmuch as economie co-operation among developin.-q countries is subject to evolving
governnental- d.ecisions, a systematic appraisal of ongoing activities is needed to
make them fuI1y support ive of such efforts.

5" Second]-y, it should be noted that the progra.rrmes of economic co-operation among
d.eveloping countries, as ad.opt ed. at the Manil-a, Colombo and l{exico City conferences,
are broad in scope and address requests for specific action only on well defined
issues or projects to particular agencies. In a nrmber of cases, supporting action
required f"on the various organizations of the United Nations system is d.efined in
very broad terns and, therefore, organizations concerned must proceed first to the
ictentification of substantive and operational activities derived from those
prograrmes.

3/ As pointed out in the previous report of the S ecret ary-Gene"a"1 on economlc
co-operation among d.eveloping countries (A/32/3L2 and Add.l) , the report of the
lilexico city conference (A/c.2/3I/7 and Add.l,) may be considered the consolidated
position of the Group of ?? on this subject.
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6. Third1y, the response already given to the prografines of econonie co-operation
among devefoping countries has d-epended to a great extent on the initiative takenby the legislative bodies of the different organizations concerned. For instance.the Trad'e and Development Board of the united ldations conference on Trade and.
Development (uNcrAD) has established. a main intergovernmental conmittee of the
Board entirely rlevoted. to questions related to economic co_operation arnong
developing eountries and has adopted a specific progranme of work in this fierd.rn other cases intergovernmentar decisions on speciiic required. action have notyet been fu11y speft out by the respective legislative organs.

7, Fourthly, by its nature and scope, econonic co-operation a:nong developing
countries constitutes a new and inportant ove"-alL approach to problens of
developrnent inasmuch as it touches virtually all related issues. As a result, thetranslation of the concept of economic eo-operation among d.eveloping countries intooperational terms entails ' first" additional activities directed srecificalty to nev
measures required to implement eeonomic co-operation among deve.loping countries and-,
secondlyu a nev orientation given to continuing activities. Co-ordination efforts
must consequently take into account the global" dimension of the issues as r,re1l astheir regional and subregional aspects, on one hand, and the relationship arong
substantive issues at the intersectoral 1eveJ-, on the other hand,

B. Fina11y, the d.efinition of econonic co-operation among developing countries inoperational terms d.epends essentially on decisions adopted by the developingcountries themselves as to priority areas and projects, ttle tJrpe of supportingaction required from the internationaL conmunity in general ara the Uniied Nations
system in particular, their or.rn negotiations and the establishment of theinstitutional framevork required for the inpleraentation and. forlow-up of the
prograrnmes of economic co-operation €mong developing countries.

9. tr'rom the above considerations it is apparent that the scope, eomplexity and
innovative character of many of the issues involved in the field of economic
co-operat::on among developing countries nake it imperative to strengthen
organizational arrangements and co-ordinative mechanisms within the United Nations
system so as to adJust them to the policy, substantive and operational requireraentsof economic cc-oleration among developing countries. How€ver, it should be borne in
raind that the methods of worL of the system require great flexibility so as to
d.evelop, through a pragmatic and selective process, meaningful operaiional
arrangenents and mechanisms in support of econonic co-operation among developing
countries.

A. Inters ecret ariat co-ordination arran€lenents

l-0. The report of the Administrative conrnittee on co-ordination referred to in
paragraph 3 above, outlines the decisions taken by ACC in f9T? regarding interagency
el'rangenents in support of econonic co-operation arnong developing countries, l+/ and

4/ The discussions in ACC on tbe natter vere pronpted., inter a1ia, by a request
addressed by the Trade and Developm:.ent Board to the Secretarl]EEiEiEt-of UltrcTAD to
make reconnendations regarding a sub-conrmittee on Economic co-operation a,nong
Developing Countries, or such other mechanisms as nay be appropriate within tbe
franework of the Administrative comnittee on Co-ordination. See official Records ofthe Gelerg1 4sEembly, Thirly-first session, supplement No. 15 fal:tZif vo:-. rr,
annex Ie d.ecision 142 (XVI), p.ffi
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describes the functions to be carried out in this connexion at the intersecretaaiat
level, inciud.ing: (a) regul-ar exchange of infornation on activities unAertaken and
envlsaged in support of econonic co-operation anong developing countriesi (b)
identification of areas requiring co-operation by two or more organizations, rith a
view to ensuring mutual support and compleuentarity of efforts; ana (c) continuous
review of the response of the system to directives set by policy-rnaking bodies in
respect of economic co-operation among d.eveloping countries. The report further
states that the perfonnance of these functions would be entfusted to a new
interagency group on econonic co-operation among developing countries '

11. As a result of the decisions adopted by ACC at its october 19?B session 5/ on
the restTucturing of the subsidiary machinery, substantive firnctions hitherto
performed by d.ifferent subconmittees and. interagency groups have been assumed
by a nev Consultative Cor0mittee on Substantive Questions organized- into tvo
distinct components dealing respectively w'ith programrre anal related natters ard
operational matters. In additionn the prograome of work of the ACC subsidiary
rnachinery will provide for subJ ect-ori ented neetings, at the required level of
substantive authority, to deal with issues requiring separs.te consid,eration at
the intersecret ariat 1eve1, either cn a periodic o" ad hoc basis, particularly
issues having programtre as well as operational inplications ' ACC agreed that
this device vould be particularly suited for the carrying out of intersecretariat
vork in support of eeonomic co-operation anong developing countries. A1go,
specific reference to activities of econornic and. technical co-operation among
d-veloping countries wilL be containecl in the teyms of reference of the component
of the Cor0nittee on Substantive Q,uestions dealing with operational- natters.

B. Systen-lride review by the Connittee for Programme and
co-ordination of ectivities in support of economic
co-operation among developing countries

l,2. At their 1977 joint meetings CPC and. ACC agreed that there should be in-depth
reviews of the activities of the system in selected areas " and that one of the
areas to be reviewed by CPC in 1978 would be activities of the system in support
of economic co-operation among devel-oping countries, ACC subnitterl a report
to CPC (see para. 3 above) providing a cros s-organi zational review of action
by the United Natj.ons system in support of economic co-operation alnong tleveloping
countries. This repo"t, prepa"ed on the basis of an UNCTAD secretariat draft,
was first considered at two meetings of the Tnter-Agency Group. 6/

5/ A separate progress report by ACC on the restructuring of the ACC subsidiary
nachiiery vi1l be submitted to the current session of the General Assenbly.

6/ Tlre draft vas based on contributions rnsd.e by the Departrnent of International
Econornic and Social Affairs, UNCT.AD, the United Nations Ind.ustrial Developnent
Organization (UNIDo), the United Nations Environment PTograme (tnffp) ' trre
United Nations Development ?rogranme (ump) ana the regional conmissions, i.e. the
Economic Cornmission for Africa (rcn), trre Economic and Social Conmission for
Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP), the Economic Conmission for Latin America (scLA)'
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13, This report vas considered at the 13th of the series of joint meetings of
CPC and ACC held at ceneva on 3 and )1 Ju.ly 1978. rn the consideration of the
report, the joint neeting concluded. that the report l/as very useful in that
it provided for the fi.rst time detaileal inforrnation on the activities of the
organizations of the united Nations system in support of econornic co-operation
annong rieveloping countries, Ilovever, it was considered that the report did not
provide an analysis baseat on an ope"ational definition of econornic co-operation
amon€t aleveloping countries, vhich remained to be d.eveloped, permitting a:rr
evaluation of the retevance of the various activities. rt was pointed out that
nethodofogical short*comin€{s encountered were d.ue to the fact that more precise
guiderines for the preparation of the report were required.. The joint neeting
also covered other aspects, including the concept of econornic co-operation among
developing countries and. the diffe:'ence between economic and technical
co-operation, the oper&tional significance of the concept in teflns of theactivities of the united Nations system in the field of econornic co-operation
anong developing countries, the nature of the inforrnation that should be provid.ed
in the future and the possibilities of inproving future reports. Finally, it
was proposed that the subject be discussed. further by cpc at the second part ofits eighteenth session in Aug,ust ]-918. T/

l-4. At the second. part of the eighteenth session of cpc the question was raisedof irproving the nethodology for dealing with cross-sectoral enalysis in the
field of econornic co-operation among d.eveloping countries. rt was noted that
a nore specific focus vas difficult if the intention was to "eflect faithful,l-y
the activities of the vhoLe system and xeconcile these with the policies of
the various intergoverrulental bodies concerned. criteria to narro$ the focus
woulal have to be developeal and this vould irDly nore eareful elucidatlon ofpriorities by the developing countries and by the respective interdiovernmental
bodies. ft was pointed out that classifli.ng the objectives of economic co.-operation
allrong developing countries would hel-p to circumscribe the fiel-d and therefore

:*"---
( continued )

the nconomic Conmission forl.lestern Asia ( ECI,IA) and the Economic Conurission for
I',urope (ECE). It was also based on contributions from the folloving organizations:
tbe Food and AgricuLture Organization of the United Nations (fAO), ttre
rnter-Governmental Mari.time consultative organlzation (ruco), the fnternational
ciwil- Aviation organization (rcAo), the rnternational Labour organisation (rto)"
the rnternational Atomic Energy Agency (rAEA), the rnternatianal Monetary Fund
(:futf') 

" tne fnternational TeLeconrunicati on Union (ffu), tt. United Nations
Educational, scientific and curtural organi zation (uI'rESco), the universaf postal
Union (uPU), the World B€l1k (IBRD), the l,trortd Heatth Organization (Wuo), the
I.{orld fntellectual Property Organization (I,IIPO) 

" the L,rorld Meteorological
organization (Wi,10 ) and the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT).

1/ See
of the

of the Chairnan of the Com[ittee for and Co-ordination

the two Connittees
ve

, 17 July 1 , paras. 30-59.
o
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assist in resolving the nethodological issues. Finafly, CPc found that the
concept of economic co-operation amon€! developing eountries vas not sufficiently
aetinla in operational- terrns t. permit, as yetu the most effective co-ordinatian'
and it hoped that the forthcorning; meetings of the UNCTAD Conrmittee on lconomic
Co-ope?stion among Developing Cor.rntries, as vc1l as the results of the United
llations Conference on Technical Co-operation amon€! Developing Countries, r'rou1d

assist agencies in defining the activities of economic co-operation among

developing countries of the United Nations system. The Conrnittee further
reconmended that the ACC continue its effoTts to arrive at better operational
conceprs,

:-r. At its second session held at Geneva faom 2 to 11 october 1978, the UNOTAD

committee on Economic co-operation amon6 Developing countries consldered the
iten of review and facilitation of the co-ordination of measutes of suppoTt,
including technical assista.nce, of the United- Nations syEtem to the efforts of
econonic co.,ope"ation among developing countries and took note of the conclusions
and reco mendations of cPC. The corinitteeis report r"iIl be before the Trade
and Development Board at its next session.
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ANNEX

ACTTVITIES BY ONGANIZATIONS IN SUPPORT OF ECONOMIC

CO-OPERATION AMONG DEVELOPING COUMNIES

1. This annex updetes the second part of the report of the Aduinistrative
Cornmittee on Co-ortlination on econouic co-operation anotg tleveloping countries
(E/Ac.51/90/Add.1 (Palt rr)) which identifies and describes activities being
carrierl out throughout the United Nations systen in support of econonlc co-operation
anong d.eveloping countries during ttre bienniun :-978-]!979. It shoultl therefore be
read as a conplenent to the ACC report vhich" es mentioned. earlier, is being
circulateal with the present repo"t. The p"eaentation of the ACC report is folfoved
covering support for subregional, regional and intenegional economic co-operetion
and. integration, as velI as specific progra$mes of co-operation. Under the ]atter
section two ailditional itens have been incfud.ed: co-operation in postal services
end. co-operation in neteorology, so as to exanine action unalertaken in support
of econornic co-operation a"mon€! tleveloping countries in these fields' If 8n
organization with co$petence in a specific field of co-operation i3 not mentioneil'
that irlplies that its activitj.es were adequately covered in the report of ACC'

]. SUPPORT FOR SUtsREGIONA],, REGTONAL AND TNTEBREGIONAIJ

ECOIIOMIC CO-OPEMTION AND ]NTEGNATION

A. United Nations

?. pursuant to resolution f (f) of the Corsittee on Economic Co-operation anong
Developing Cowrtries and to decision 155 (XVII) of the Tratle antl Developnent
Soarcl, a llorking Party on trade E:cpansion and Begional Econornic Integration among

Developing Countries lJas convened in April 1978 by the UNCTAD secretariat. In
accordance v"ith the inyj.tation issued by the G"oup of ?? at the Mexico City
conference on econonic co-operation among developing countries to the existing
secretariats of subregional and. regional grouping, the Working Perty consiilered
in particular guid.elines for: (a) neasures of support of conconitant action at
the interregional level- to be irnplernentetl by the tleveloping countries as a lrho1e i
(U) establilhnent of links amon6l such groupings; (c) facilitation of participation
in co-oleration anat integration schenes of countries that are at present outsicle
such schemes I ana (d) consideration of a possible nechanisrn or consul-tative body '
whichever is appropriate, to co-orclinate LntI pronote their actirrities 'witb regard
to the above-nentionetl areas.

3, fn its guidelines regariling (a) above, the Working Party recolnnend'ed 'inter alia, the establ"i shrnent by the Group of T? of subsidiary intergovernmentaf
tfrFFT6-aear with the various aspects of thu innpltt"ntation of the Mexico City
programe. It furtber recoru0entled th&t these organs be.assistetl by the_ appropriate
organizations of the united Nations system. a/ As for (b) above, the I'Iorking Pa'rty

a/ See "Report of the working Party -on .fraile - 
Eq)ansion antl Regional Eeonomic

Integiation among Developing Conntries" (m/B/7o2). 
/.,.
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n"ade su€oFstiors a:'r'ed at rcinforcing the links arnong regional and subregional
econornic grout'ings in a- nurnber of fiefds. Regarding (c), tne UNCT.A-D secretarj.at
was re'quested, in consu-ltation and co*ordination with relevant or6Janizations, to
proposel at the request of interested countries, action to facilitate lartieipation
in co*olera.ti on and inteAration schemes of countries that are at lresent outside
such sche.."nes.

il . Einalh', as regards (a) atove, the Workin5l ?arty advocated the desirability
of establishing a. central co-ordination arrangement among the secretariats of
regional and subregicnal econonic groupings to assist and promote co-operation
arnong the secretarr'rLts themselves; to contribute to the harmonization of their:
positions in regard to g]obal negotiations; to develop a system of exchange of
infor*p.inn. i. .r'rl,F rrnrocals a+ +hp r.pat)Fqf nf +li6 c$^rrh af 77 fnr oA \9g
action to be taken at the interregional ]evel in lursuance of the Mexico City
prograrme on econorcic co-operation among developing countries and to identify othex.
opportunities for co-oleration at the interregional 1eve1. In connexion vith this
recornmendat ion , th€ l^lorking' Party estabtished, on a provisional and informal
basis, an fnter-Secretari at Consul-tative Group, cornposed of the secretariats of
such groupings, r^'hich could neet at least once a year to consider proposals and
revier'r the iniplenrentation of the various co-.operative programtres of the
secreia.riats in specific sectors. The Croup could also act as an ad.visory body to
the Group of T7 and assume responsibility together vith USICTAD and other appropriate
organizations of the United llations systen, ineluding the regiona] cornmissions,
for the preparation of studies and for providing servicing faciLities to the Group
of 77 on economic co-oneration among developing countries. The Group coufd also
nerforn as an advisory body to the various organizations of the United Nations
st/stem, if required to do so. In the view of the Working Party, this bod.y could
be organized and serviced by UNCTAD, whieh should also be requested to act as a
centre of information related to DrograrDmes and activities of economic co-operation
anong developing countries.

unltco l:at10ns lt1eod1tuartet s./ b/

5. The United i'latr:ons (lleadquarters ) wilf continue to provide assistance to
co-operation schernes of develoDing countries. Activities in this field vil1 include
assistance in the forrnulation of the Actjon Prograrme for Econornic Co-operation
among non-aligned countries, to the Cor:nci1 of Arab Econornic Unity, to the
Caribbean Cornmunity (CAXICOI{] secretariat, to the Organi zatlon foy the Developnent
of the Senegal River, to the Pernanent Inter-State Connittee on Drought Control in
thr Sahel (CTLSS), Activities will also include interregional exchange of
exr:erience and tlaining in grassroots corununity developnent and appropriate
technoloqv.

6. UllIl-rO iqi11 continue to
regional econonic groupings

provide advice
of developing

and assistance to the subregional and
cor.mtries in sulnort of their concerted

b/ Includinq, for. tl-c purpose of the present paper. the Dcpartment of
International Ticononic and Social Affairs and the Denartment of Technical
Co-operation for Develolrment.
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efforts to develop vi abJ-e ind.ustries. Such assistance v-ilI continue to deal
prinarily with the identification of industrial opportunities for regional
co-operation, techno-econonic studies of specific industrial proJects and
formulation of long-range strategy a.nd methodology for regionaf industrial planning
and develoDnent. Focsil points at the regionaf and subregional levels, such a,s
the Latin Arnerican lconomic System, the Arab Federation of Chetd cal tr'ertilizer
Producers and the Association for the Development of the tr'ertilize" fndustry in
Latin America are being supported in order to facilitate the exchange of current
operating experience and tbe design and inplementation of progranres for
co-operation.

Economic ard Social Conrrni ssion for Asia antl the Pacific (ESCAP)

7, Assistance vi1l continue to be provid.ed to the Comlittee for Co-ordination
of fnvestigations of the Lower Mekong River Basin, the Soutbeast Asian Tin Besearch
ard Development Centre " the Regional Mineral Resources Development Cent"e
(FIBDC), the two Co-ordinating comittees for Joint Prospecting in Asian and South
Pacific offshore Areas (ccDP and CCDP/SDPAC), tne typhoon Con:littee and the Pane1
on Tropical Cyclones. Tn co -operation with UNDP and. UNCTAD, ESCAP will convene a
regional neeting of secretariats of econornic co-operation and. integration scbenes
in ]978. An interagency task force on water for Asia and the Pacific was set up
in 19?B with a viev to strengthening co-operation anil Joint action anong
participating ag-encies in their prograrnnes to assist cormtries in the investigation 'development, use and n€ragement of nrater regources for alL purposes.

Econornic Conrnission for Africa (ECA)

B. A najor activity of ECA in the fieLd of econornic co-operation among developing
countries has been the establishnent at the subregional- 1€vel of Multins.tional
Progranning and opera.tional Centres (tuuf,poc ) in the five sub"egions of Africa
centred on Lusaka, Gisenyi, Yaound6, llia.rney and. Tangiers. A nunber of proJects of
a roultinational , nultisectoral and interdisciplinary natrre, particufa"ly in the
l-i€lds of agricuLture, industry and eomrunicati.ons , are now being inpleuented by
the WLPOCs. At the regional level the Office is co-ordinatirrg a number of
activities, most of vhich relate to the creation of various intergovernmental
cent?€s ainxeal at fostering economic and technical co-operation a:nong African
countries. At the interregional level- ECA, in conJunction with ECLA, is preparing
conmon proJects in priority areas such as econonic integration, interregional
tfade, transport and eornrnunic ations and the alevelopment and. adaptation of science
and technologlr.

Econornic Conmission for Latin America (ECLA)

9. Following a resolution of its member countries, ECLA is finaLizing a serj.es
of t€chnical studies to be subnitted to a seminar on Latin American Econonic
Co-cperntion and Integration to be held during the fourth quarter of 19?8. This
seminar will consider the present sitr:ation and evaluate the experience of existing
co-operation movements in Latin .A-neri ca rtith a view to exanining ltays srrd neans of
strengthening the process of econonic integration and co-operation in the region
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through a set of practieal neasures. These would include measures to increaseinterregional trade, to conpensate unfavourable effects d.erived from theinternational- economic situation and to increase exports of nanufactured goods
produced by the industrially iess advarced countries.

lblted Natfons Develop )

10. UNDP has pleilgeii assistance to the developing
in forrnulating a roed.iun-term prograrlrne of regional
a region-lride survey of selected aspects of mutual
as for a neeting of existing economic groupings of
region, are under negotiation.

United I'Tatign s Environtnen! ?rogranme (UNEP)

11. The trork prograrme of uNEp emphasizes the need fo? subregional, re4qional ,interregional and globa1 co-operation in the field of environment. T-e International
Referrar system fo" sources of E'vironmental rnfornation is based on this approach.rn the fiel-d of environrnent and developnent, lJNEp, in collaboration r^rith the
regional cornnissions, is preparing reeiional serninars on alternative latterns ofdevelopnent. The estabu.shment of a network of eco-developrnent proJEcts in different
regions r,ri 11 also stimulate and create the conditions for a useful exchange 01'
inforrnation and experience. The envi"onnental aspects of ind.ustrial redeploynentalso incl-ude regional economi c and technical co-operation. Following decisions ofits Governing councit, UNEP is establishing an institutional network for pilot
projects for the d.isseurination of appropriate technologies, rn this ccnnexion, two
netvorks for the developnent of huloan settlements technologies have been devefoFedin collaboration with ECA, ECWA and ECLA. progranmes of UNEP on oceans anddesertification also cover co-operation on environnenta.l aspects anong deveroping
countries.

12, lllllT-aR wifl organize in I97g a confe?ence on development scenarios for
South-Eest Asia. fhis conference rril1 explore attitudes in governnental and pullic
opinion regarding d.evelopnent strategies including regional co-operation andcollective self-reliance, rt nil1 also exanine development poli-ies regardin6l
in dustriari zati on , agriculture and their interrelationships, as well as the impact
of development strategies on social, political and cultu.ral structures. special
techn:lcaI studies are also being mdertaken by UNITAI in Africa on ind.ustrialpotential of selected r'ar,r materials and on eonditions for self-reliant develoilment
in food production under different circurnstances-

eountries of Asia and the Pacific
co-operation. Arrangements for
economic co-operation, as vell
the developing countries in the

R

13. The African
IITPO and UNDP for

Tntellectual Property
the establi shnent of

Organization is receiving
a latent d.ocrunentation and

assistance from
infornation centre.
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ftnphasis is being given to close working relationships with the African Regional
Centre for Techno1o6q,.. The Council of the Industrial p"operty Organization for
Engli sh-speaking Africa decided at its first session held in l4av 19TB that the
regional office would be situated in Nairobi and. that its Director should t a.ke
office in 1980. The Counci] invited ECA and WIPO to continue to act as interirn
secretariat and to prepare a project for the establishment of a patent
do c r:mentat ion and inforrnation centre in the franework of the regional office with
a rrorking relationship with the African Regional Centre for Technolog:y. In
September 1978 IfiPO published a survey entitled rtsituation of Industrial pr.operty
in the Arab Statesrr. The Latin American Data Service on Industrial ?roperty and
Transfer of TechnoLogy established rdth the assistance of I\rIpO, started its
operations in 1978 vith the narticipation of f0 countries. Its first bulletin
will ar:pear in October f978.

y""r4_!c4E

1)+, lhe l^lorld Bank vilf continue to support economic co-operation efforts
arnong developing cor.rntries in Asia, Africa and Latin America. A nunber of
investments financed by the Bank have an impact on the process of econornic
integration even though loans may be made to one country only. fn nany instances
loans suDpolt nationaf projects which are in fact an integral part of a regional
network. In sone cases, the Bank supports regional co-operation through financing
re65iona1 proJects as well- as by providing technical assistance to regional planning
efforts and suppfying technical- advisers to regional organizations, The Bank al-so
supports intercountry co-operation by its participation^ along with that of other
nu-ltilateraf and bilatera-I donors, in undertakings of regional concern. Thus, the
folloving organizations have benefited fron the Bankrs finarrcial support and/or
technical assistance: the Indus Basin Fr-rnd; the East African Conmunity; the
East African Deve.Lopment Bank, the !'und for Co-operation, Compensation and
Development of the Economic Connunity of West African States (ECOIdAS); the I^Iest
African Developnent Bank, the African Develonment Bank, the Central American Bank
for Econoaic Integration (Cneff); the Caribbean Development Bank ( CARIBANK) and
the Mekong Cohnittee.

15. In Africa, the Bank has financed a joint Tvory Coast-Upner Volta railway
projeet, a railway in Senegal ruhich will also be used by Mali and Nigeria, and
a highwav in the United Republic of Cameroon which will also benefit Chad, The
Bank has also participated in a Joint action p1an for control of river blindness
in the Volta Biver basin, in a regional transportation study for the Sahcl, and in
development planning for the Senegal River basin and the Lake Chad region. The
Bank has also r.mdertaken a regional migration study for the West African region.

16. In 19?B the Caribbean Group for Co-operation in Econornic Development was
organized by the World Bank. Its nain objective is to start a process through vhich
external donors can increase, in a co-ordinated way, their financial and technical
assistance to the Ceribbean area in support of long-term economic progranmes. In
June l-978, 30 Governments and 15 intet:national agencies rnet at the Bankts
headquarters and a new Caribbean facility was set up to co-ord.inate developnent
assistance to the Caribbean eountries.
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17. The International Fina.nce Carporation (IFC) also pronotes economic
co-operation among del/eloping countries, fn particufar, fIC is supporting several
financial institutions in Africa and latin Alerica in order to finance manufs.ctured
exports, and in rrromoting and financing investments in lthich a relatively more
industrialized country offers technology and expertise to a relatively J-ess
d.eveLoped one. Such investrnents account for a groving portion of IFCrs investments.

11. SP;CIITC PROGBA},IMES OF CO-OPERATION

A. m-sdn no-nneration" 'i-:::____::___:.!:i: 

-_t. United Nations

United Nations Conference on Trade and DeveLopment

]8. Since tne adoption by the Committee on economic co-operation arnong d.eveloping
countries of its resolution 1 (I), the UNCTAD secretariat has lawrched an
intensive studlr lrograrnme on the establishnent of a global scheme of trade
preferences among developing countries. The first stage of studies pres€ntly rmder
way will lead. towards the elaboration of a prelininary set of proposals regarding
the main features of a gfobal systen of trade preferences, It will include
statistical- and other information concerning foreign trade and trad.e barriers
encountered by developing eountries. So far, the ma.J or emphasis has been upon a
number of policy studies which respond to the orientation given by the Mexico City
progranme and the above-nentioned resolution l- (I). The nain aims of the studies
are to ensure that the largest possible number of developing countries becomes
interested in participating in a g1oba1 system of trade p"eferehces, that to the
lar€lest extent possible the effects of preferences are balanced amon€ the
d€veloping countries and that the system Lrould be harmoniously linked ltith existing
integration and preference schenes at the subregional, regional and interegional
leve1s. The studies are being prepared. in consultation vith relevant international
organizations of the developing countries, as wel]- as with concerned bodies of the
United Nations systenr.

19, Co-or.reration among State-trad.ing organizations is also referred to in
resolution 1 (I) of the Comnittee on econornic co-operation anong developing
countries as one of the priority areas. A nr:mber of studies is being carried. out
on the folloving subjects: (a) dewelopment of joint inport procurement poficies;
(b) e stabli s tirnent of a trade information and joint narhet research systen among
develoDing countries, and (c) co-operation among State-trading organizations in
such fields as imports of products of cornnon interest, Joint export promotion
activities, and the promotion of mutual trade through such direct Eeasures as long-
te"m purchase and supply conmitments. hrhere app"opriate " the long-term obJective
of this progranme is to utilize trade channels directly or indirectly controlfed by
+ha hrrll i- a6^+^? ih ^,,],.. -. *er to expand trade ajlong developing eountries and inprove
the general position of developing countries in world trade.

20, The Cormittee on econornic co-operation arnong develoning countries requested
the ltNC?AD secretariat to take into account the possible rnodalities of establishing
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mul-tinational rnarketing enterprises amor.d developing countries at the subregional ,
regional and interregional levets. lreparatory activities have aheady been
initiated arrd include research and operational activities in sup"oort of export
and import co-operation through the establishment and reinforcement of multinational
narketing enterprises, taking into account the progress already made by developing
countries in this field. The research activities include a survey of institutional
and fegal aspects, as wel.l as an econornic analysis of opportuni.ties to promote the
establishnent of such entemrises.

United lJations Developnent Prog anme

2l-. In addition to UNDP support fox th€ promotion of intla-Afxican trade, the
development of the Asian Tlad.e Eryansion Progrs.nme and the promotion of
intra-reglonal trade in the Cor.rncil of Arab Economic Unity, an inportant part of
tnlDP projects 6qoes to regional institutions in Latin America in charge of pronoting
trade within the different subregions. fn addition, efforts to strengthen the
erbernal trade position of groups of countries exporting particular conmodities, such
as the Union of Banana Exporting Countries (UBEC) and the Latin Arneric an and
Caribbean Sugar Exporting Countries, are being supported by UNDP.

22. The nain forns of UNDP support for efforts to prornote co-operation a-nong
developing countries in the area of international trade is being financed from
the interregicnal D"o€trarme, Among such activities, nost of which are executed
through UNCtAD, are the folloving: advisory services for nul-tilateral trade
negotiations: assistance to enable developing countries to eq)and their exports
by rnahing use of the Generalized Systen of Preferences; assistance fo} a number of
technical stud.ies concerning arrangenents for corunodities under the Integrated.
Progra.:rme for Conanod.ities; assistance to improve the planning and developnent of
the external trade sector in least d€veloped ancl land-]-ocked developing countriesj
prelininary investigation of the possibilities of bufk irrport procuremert of food.
connaodities i and assistance to the International fea Promotion Association.

Econonic and Social Conmission for Asia and the Pacific

23' fn ltrovember 1977, an Expert Group on Co-operation in Tratle for Asia and the
Pacific was convened to establish principles and guidelines lor trade co-operation
in the region and the e4pansion of intra-regional t"ade. Specific proposals were
submitted at the Conference, held in New Del-hi 21-23 August 1978, ot the l'linisters
for Trade of the countries of the region. The Conference decided on a progranne of
regional trade expansion and co-operation. The Coumission will continue to undertake
technical- assistance to various corunodi.ty communities, includ.ing in the field of
+rel|a n'^m^+ i ^h

Econornic Connission for Africq

2\. Iilithin the context of an Afri.can proJect on the l,Iu.ttilateral Trade Negotiations,
ECA, services the African d.elegations at meetings of the co-ordinating conmittee of
the Group of ?7 on the multilateral tracle negotiations, It also issues a newsfetter
addressed to all African countries on progress of the nultilateral trade negotiations.
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ECA. has carried out two studies, one on Joint import procurement between Africa
and T,atin America, and the other on existing and potential trade between Africa
and Latin Anerican corutries. These studies have been canied out in elose
collaboration lrith ECLA. Contacts have also been established with ESCAP snd they
have resulted in an agreeroent on a .Joint stutly to be undertaken in I97B on the
expansion of trade between developing African and Asian countries. ECA is afso
analysin€ the structules and operations of State-trading organizations in the
African region with a view to identifying organizations vhicir could co*operate with
sinilar institutions in other developing regions.

25. fn the field of intra-Africar trad.e, the work prograrnme includes a number of
studies and projects covering coumodities and rsw naterials. Work has already
been initiated on the iclentification of existing and potential products for trad.e
between African countries, intra-African trade in raw materials for basie
industries and tbe e stab.Ii. shxoent of an Africen Connon Market. In the context of
the latter, vork has alrea4y reached an advanced stage in the establishment of a
preferential- trade area for the easte?n and southern Africar States. Sone of the
work in this field i.s beine undertaken in close colleboration v'ith UNCTAD.

?. Specialized agencies and other international organizations

irorld Heal-th Organi zation

26, Actiwities of I{Eo in the pharnaceutical sector will be concentrated on
establishing integrated. policies regarding health, trade and production, so as to
ensure an adequate supply of anal access to essential- drugs in sulport of efforts by
develcping countries to extend basic hea-lth c€"re coverage to the population. The
Organization has formulated requirenrents for good practices in the manufacture and
quality contxol of d"ugs and has recoronended a certifications scheme on the
quality of pharmaceutical proctucts ruoving in international trade. The trlHO Exparded
Progralrne on ftnnuni zat i on involves direct action at the country 1eve1 in fornulating
plans for vaccination prog"ann€s, ineluding the p"ocurement of vaccines, and seeks
to reduce the dependency of the d€veloping r,ror1d. on developed cor.:ntries for thei.r
vaccine needs. At its twenty-first session in May 1978, the world Health
As senbly adopted resolution WIiA 31.32, including an action progranme of technical
co-opeaation on essential drugs, This prograrnrne is ained at strengthening the
national capabilities of developing cor:ntries in the field of selection and proper
use of essential drugs to meet their real needs, Further, it encourages loca1
production arld quality control, uherever feasible, of such drugs. The World Health
As sembl-y urged Member States to establ-ish adequate drug procurenent, storage
and distribution systems in order to n€ke avail-able reasonably-priced. d.rugs of
ad.equate quality to the population. fn addition, it reqr.rested the Director-Generaf
of WgO, inter alia, to stutty the means by which prices of pha"maceutical products
are determinetl and to examine possible strategies for reducing such prices'
including the developrent of a code of ma"keting practices, with special emphasis
on pharrnaceutical products essential for the popLrlations of developing countries.
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World Bank

27, Ttre Bank continues to be concerned with ways in vbich developing countries
carl accelerate their exports of prirnary and nanufactured gooals, ReseErrch is
cr:rrently unde! way on increasing the potentiaf of trad.e anong developing
countries. A chapter of tbe Worki Devefopment Report, 1978 deals vith this subJect.
An exa:nple of the Sankrs operational assistance in this field is provided by the
credit extend.ea in 1978 to Afghanistan for the irnprovenent of the prorluction of
fruits antl vegetables for export to neighbouring countries. A direct effect of the
Bankts activities, includ.ing those of If'C, has been the procurenent, in developing
countries, of gootls ard services for proJects financed by the Bank. This concerns
the supply of equipnent and civil works as 1'e11 as engineering.

B. Monetary antl financial c<j-operation

Unitetl llations Conference on Trad.e and Development

28. The activities undertaken by the ITNCTAD secretariat enconpass not only the
question of linkages a.nong clea"ing and payments arrangenents but also maDy other
issues rel-ated to nonetary co-operation as outlined by the Mexico City Conference
on Econorn:ic Co-operation amon6 Developing Countries. Thus, UNCTAD has been
contributing in collaboration vith UNDP and regional connissions to the
inplernentation of various of the clearing antl paylnents alrargements arnong
developing countries. It ri11 continue to e:rt end such assistance' upon request,
in order to identify the nonetary and paynents obstacfes tbat are ha$pering the
increase of traile an<l financial- flows; to enLarge the nenbership in existing
schenes; to establish nev nultilateral paynents arrangenents; to extend. the volune
of eligibl,e transactions; to increase the credit nergin mrtualLy granted; and to
]engthen the settlenent period.s,

29. The first neeting of the Coumittee on Mul-til"ateral Paynents Affa.ngenents and
Monetary Co*operation a&ong Developing Countries was convened by the Secretary-
General of UNCTAD and took pLace at Sangkok flon 11 to 1l+ fir1y 1978 r:ntter the Joint
auspices of UNCTAD anct ESCAP and vith the financial support of UNDP. At this
neeting the Co-ordination Conmittee adoptecl its rules of procedure and progra"me of
vork and invited. UNCTAD to act as its technical secretariat for a period of two
years. The Comittee also invitecl the United Nations regional connissions, the
fnternational Monetary !'untt and other relevant international organizations to
continue extending assistance fol strengthening paynents arrargement 5 activities
and to suppo"t fi:J-ly tbe technical secretariat in carrying out its functions. the
Comnittee agreed to hold its next neeting in July 1979.

30. Pursuant to T?ade and Development Board decision l-60 (XVII) of 2 Septenber 197?
on eqport credits as a Eeans of pronoting elq)orts fYorn developiog countries, ttre
Connittee on fnvisibles and tr'inancing relateal to Trade at the forthconing second
part of its eighth session viI1, on the basis of docr.rnents subnitted to the Board
at its seventeenth session, consider the question of setting up an export cretlit
guarantee mechanisn. The UNCTAD secretariat, in consuLtation with a number of
technical experts ard Governnents, vil-l prepare the alraft articfes of agreement of
the pronoseal facility. 

t
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31. The InICTAD secretariat also intend.s to undertake a series of stud.ies on
capital- markets in potential capital-exnorting d.eveloping countries in which the
experience of successful borrowers in those markets will be examined in order tofacilitate access to then by other d.eveloping countries.

United lTations Devefor:rn nt proFrarnroe

3?. In Africa, UNDp vil1 provide institutional support to the liest African
Pal'nent s and Clearing Union during the next five years. Assistance to the
rnvestment unit of the African Developrnent Bank rsilf continue. The terrns of
co-operation with the central African Developnent Bank are uncler d.iscussion. rn
the Arab region, ui{DP is co-operating vith the Arab Frmd for Economic and social
Developnent in a progranme fo? thp identification and preparation of intereountry
investment prolects and related feasibility studies. uNDp is also assisting in
the establishment of the Arab Institute in Banking and !'inancial Studies. fn
Latin America assistance will continue to be provided to the caribbean DeveJ,opnent
Bank and the Central American Bank for Economic fntearation.

Economic Cornnission for Africa

33. Within the context of activities related to intra-African trade promotion 
"studies are planned on monetary and finalcial- co-operation aimed at strengthening

the West African Clearing Ilouse and wid.ening its scope to co.icr the remaining
countries of the Economic corrnunity of West African States (ECOWAS), and on the
establishment of a clearin6g and payments arfangements for central Africa. work
is in progress for the estabfishrnent of an African association of coomercia1 banks.

C. Co-operation in food, agriculture ald fisheries production

1, United llations

United llations Developnent Proeranme

31+. fn the African region assistance to subregional groupings and to
intergovernment al organizations has been provided. or is planned. A projeet on
improvement and prod.uetion of field food crops has as its long-range objective
assistance in increasing arrd irnproving the lroduction of cereals, food legr.ures
and oilseeds through strengthening and linking nationat research progranmes in
22 participating countries in the Near and Middle East and Norbh Africa. tr'our
continuing proJects are providing training in various aspects of marine and inland
fisheries developrnent to a number of officials fron countries in Asia alrd the
Pacific. A root-crop development prograrnme for the benefit of the South pacific
countries is under investigation. In Latin Arrerica, UNDP, in collaboration with
FAO, the Governments and subregional and regional institutions, has been involved.
in progra-rnmes designed to expand the ag?icuJ-tura1 sector and to rationalize the
development and use of resources, including forests and fisheries. Support for
the development of fishexies is also being provided through the interregional
pro Sranme .
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Economic end Social Cornmission lor Asia and the Pacific

35, As a resu-It of activities udertaken under the Agricultural Requisites Schene
for Asia ard the Pacific, an EScAP/I'Ao/UtrIrDO fertifizer aclvisory' development and
information netl,rork for Asia and the Pacifie is being established in f978. The

areas covered by the netlrcrk include, inter a1ia, marketing, distribution and
consunption and regional co-operation in prod.uction ald trade.

36. fhe Cornnissionrs integrated prograffne on rural developuent provides
opportunities for economic and t€chnicat co-operation. The rnain mechanisn
through which the prograrnme is iuplemented is a systern of national liaison officers
vho in periodic meetings enrich each other's knowledge of problems and possible
solutions in dealing with ru"a1 poverty.

Economic Conmis sion for Africa

37, ECA has prepared a number of studies for ECOI^IAS on agricultula)- production
potential in l^lest Africa and on trade promotion in food, livestock, fishery and
forest products. The con:nission co-sponsored, with the InteI-African Bureau for
Aninal lesources, a conference on co-operation in the control of aninal health
and the promotion of livestock production for the Eastern anal southern African
subregion. Assistance has also been providecl to the Custons and Economic Union
of Central Africa (UDEAC ) secretariat ancl the lake Chad Basin Connission in
prornoting co-operative proJects in agriculture. A study has also been caried
out in co-operation vittr the West African Rice Developnent Association (WARDA)

on the possibility of the I'trest African subregion attaining self-suffieiency in
rice production. The Commission is colfaborating with FAo in the preparation of
various documents for the tenth Regional Conference of African l{inisters of
Agriculture, the tenth tr'AO Be5liona} Confererrce for Africa and the llorld. Conference
on Agrari.an Reform and Rural Development.

World Health Organization

38. The activities of 14rH0 in the field of food safety, food hvgiene and

sanitation concentrate on the protection of the health of the consumer and provicle
for the developnent of appropriate nationa] food control prograrlnes and services'
The programle includes "a.ti". ott the organization of laboratory facilities'
suitabLe methoclology, and the surveillance of nanufacturing establi sb.nents . The

need for legislation and stand.ards co-ncerning food. whose purpose is to protect the
health of the consrtrer and to ensure fair practice in food txade is assessed

through the m€chanism of the regional co-ordinating cornnittees for Africa, Asia
and. Latin America of the Codex Alimentaries Cormission. The acceptance of Codex

standards brings to the developing cor:ntries the added benefit of facilitating
international trade in food.' The health aspects of the developnent of vater and

irri6lation systems have inportant economic consequences and l{HO -technica'I
co-of,eration- activities in this field should thus a.lso be considered '.rithin the

2.
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objectives of economic co-operation a:nong developing countries, The
Onchocerciasis Control PrograurLe in the Volta River basin.areau in which I,iHO is
participating as executing agency for the health sector, is one example of an
activity of ltrHo contributing to the economic developnent of an area vhj. ch is
prinarily based. on agriculture and cattle raising. The efforts of WllO for the
study and. control of parasitic diseases can also be linked to the objectives
of economic co-operation among d.eveloping countries, as nany of these diseases
have serious economic irnplications and consequences. Ttre incialence of diseases
like schistosomiasis is favoured by man-made ecological- changes, such as those
resulting fTom the creation of dams, lakes and irrigation schemes. The WHO

interregional project for research on the epidemiolo€:y and methodology of
schistosniasis control in nan-macle lakes is a co-opefative effort. ft will be
comDleted by 1978 and the results will be analysed and evaluated in f979.

World f'ood Councif

39. At the fourth hrorld Food Council Ministerial Session held in Mexico in
June 1pl8, a reconmendation on increase in the production of food was adopted,
stressing the need to ensure continued support of donor countries and international
orplanizations: to provicle financial and technical assistanee to specific pxograrunes
and projects for agricultural snd food co-operation among d.eveloping countries at
the subreEiional , regional and interregional leve1s, designed. to increase their
agricultural lroduction and fisheries and developnent of technologi.es; to inprove
security and conditions of supply; to pronote their nutritional prograflnes; to
expand. their reciproca-l tlade; to develop teehnologies; and to increase their
Joint negotiating capacity in international markets.

D. Industrial co-operation

1. Lbites_&g!"e_

United l,Tations Conference on Trad.e and Development

l+0. UNCTAD is activ€fy working on the first stage of a series of studies on
multinational production enterprises, analysing the viability of establishing
such enterprises anong d.eveloping cowrtries. The goa]. is to expand and diversify
production through trad.e expansion, using a mu]-tinational approach to production.
Further, productive resources will be better utilized through multicountry
arran6qenents for ind.ustrial co-'operation for plart allocation" co-production,
conplementaritv and specialization. These studies are being undertaken in close
consultation and collaboration with UNIDO, FAo, the regional conmissions and other
aplropriate bod.ies ol'the United Nations system and international organizations
of d-eveloping countries .

Uniteal Nations Jnalustrial, Developnent Organization

hl. In I9T7 UNTDo initiated a series of consultation meetings to facilitate
the red€pto1'nent of certain prod.uctive capacities existing in developed countries
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and the creation of new industrial facilities in developing countries. so far,
meetings have been convened for iron and steel, fertilizer, leather and. leather
products and. the vegetable oils and fats industries. Al-though such is not their
primary objective, it is expected that these consultations wil_l pLay a major role
in irionti frrino ,rrnoc ^hd e--^.i +i^-.,J specific opportunities for economic co-operation among
develo::ing countries. These consuftations rnay be expected to lead to the
establishnent and strengthening of infornal as ve11 as institutiona.L anansenrcnrs
for intensifving sectoral co-operation among developing countries.

)t2. UNIDO intends to organize in 1978-19?9 in three teast. .deveLoped countries(Afghanistan, Haiti and ianzania) round table ninisterial neetings on industrial
ard technical co-operation anong d.eveloping countries. These meetings will explore
the way in vhich the invited. developing countries could facilitate the flow of
technical assistance, financial resources and joint participation in accord.ance
r,rith the specific industria-I needs of the feasi-deveiopea countries,

L3. Tn pursuance of the Action Progranme for Econornic Co-operation among
non-aligned and other developing countries and based on reconmendations of the
group of experts in pharmaceuticals which uet in Guyana in 1976, uNrDo is cleveloping
a progralmle of econonic and technical co-operation in the pharmaceutical- sector,
This progrannae is designed to initiate concer:ted action among tleveloping countries
vith the suFport of the relevant international agencies in the field of d.rug policy,
production, procurement and distribution of pharmaceuticals .

United llations Developraqnt Progranmre

44. Tn Africa, UNDP assistance to subregional integration groupings is di"ected.
tova"ds helping Gove"nmehts in industrial planning, Assistaace is being provided
to the fndustrial Development Centre for Arab States (IDCAS). tn asia, UNDp is
assisting in building a regional network of a6ricu-ltural nachinery ained at linking
together national institutions to lroduce equiprnent especially suited to Asian
conditions. Fre-investment feasibiJ_ity studies are being carried out for the
production of pulp and paper based on indigenous naterials in order to lxeet the
anticipated demand of the countries of the Association of South East Asian Nations
(ASEAN). In Latin America, UNDp is assisting in the formulation of a straregy
for the developnent of capital goods industries " which woul,d include Latin Alrerican
multinational enterprises for this purpose.

nconomic Commission for Africa

45, ln 19?9r ECA wil,l convene a slnnpo s irm on industrial policies and planning
r'rhich is expected to id.enti fy new priorities in industry and related sectors, as
wel,1 as various types of instruments for inplementing national and r€gional
industrial development policies. The synposium is also eq)ected to make
reconmendations concerning consultations on interregional- co-operation in
industry. The Cornnission is collaborating vith the Olganization of African Unity
(OAU), UNIDO, FAO and UNCTAD in the fornulati on and iraplementation of industrial
development progr:affnes for Africa, Preliminary consultations have taken place ra-ith
ECLA to determine areas of possible collaboration in industry. There has al"so been
an exchange of infornation r,rith ESCAP in the field of technology for sna1l-sca1e
iron and steel industries. 

/...
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2, Specialized agencies and other internationql !Igqq!?gU!94q

United lTations Educational , Scientific and Cu-ltura! Oreanization

l+6. UNESCO has started to pronote a prog"arme of economic and technical
co-operation among developing countries in the fiel-d of educational equiprnent and
material in order to build regional and national self-suffi ciency. This
progranme aims at the development, through the different industrial sectors
concerned, of the production of naterial-s and equipment necessary for education
in the folloving subsectors: construction, g.lass industry' light mechanical
industry, tlul'n and paper nills and paper converting industries, print and book
publishing, records, cassettes and film production, manufacture of radio and
television receivers, prod.uction of con:nunication equipnent, electronics,
infornatics and solar energy generators. An interagency consultation on ed.ucationaf
industries is planned in 1979 in oraler to discuss how to promote an increase in the
Frodr:ction capacities of the tleveloping countries of the above-mentioned r0ateriafs.
A prelininary consu.ltation with UNIDO, FAO, the African Developrrcnt Bank, UNDP and
fLO vas held in Septernber 1978.

E. Co-operation in transport

1. United llations

United llations Conference on Trade arld Development

l+7. UNCTAD is seeking to provide interregional advisory services on transit and.

transport problems and to establish a series of regional and subregional projects
to carry out planning and costing studies and to address the specific problems of
particular transit corridors. -A number of UNDP-financeal technical assistance
projects are being executed 8nd involve assistance on matters of transit and.

transportation in l-and-1ocked. and island countries. UNCTAD has begun to collect
the necessary data for the estabfishnent of nodel rul"es on regional associations
of ports, shippers and. joint ventures in naritirne transport of tleveloping
countries and has Farticipated or will participate in several irnportant neetings
on co-operative efforts among d.eveloping countries that will be considered by
IINCTAD int ergovernmental bodies, A number of operational activities axe being
d.eveloped to pronote co-operation among devel-oping countries in the fiefd of
transport.

unlted Natt ons t Headquarters ,J

l+8, The work progrannne includes co-ordination of efforts to study interregional-
tTanspo"t policies and interregional transport technology, and to assess the
imolications of bottr for transfer of transport technology among regions in the
develoDing !'or1d,

1".n.*" ..a S""tat C

)+q. Eigh priority is given to the prornotion of integrated translort systems at
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the regional, subregional and national levels, Regional seminars and rorkshops vi11
be organized on training in transport planning and co-ordination, including urban
transport- A seminar to be organized in co-operation with rcAo will determine
the scope of a nunber of eubregiona-l studies ained. at deternining the contribution
civil aviation can nake to the socio-economic d.evelopment of the countries of the
ESCAP region. The ESCAP r^rork prograrnme also includes a progranme on shipping,
Dorts ard island watervays, dealing with regional and interregional co-operation.

Ilconomic Cornrnission for Africa

50. The Corrrrnission is directty involved in the inrplenentation of the
Trans-African Highway projects. Assistance is being provided. to ECOWAS in the
preparation of studies on transport problems, rn the field of Dort managenent and
develoDment, ECA has contributed" to the creation of African port management
associations in order to bring about greater co-operation among African countries.
Coffaboration is being developed with the Tnter-Governmental Maritime Consultative
Organization (ruCo) in dealing with the problerns of maritine transport and the
creation of a joint ECA/I!,{CO unit in order to ensure follow-up actior in this
fie1d. ECA is also co-operating ldth the African Airline Association.

2. Specialized agencies and other international organizations

Trternational Civil Aviation Oreanizati on

51. The work of ICAO on air passenger and freight development for Latin America,
Africa, the Middle East, Asia and the Pacific should enable it to give valuable help
to the developing countries in promoting the establishment of multinational services
and enterprises of air trai-rsport facilities. TCAO has carried out a study to
determine the contribution thai civil aviation can make to the devel-opm€nt of the
national econornies of African States (UNDP/fCAO proJect RAF/I\/OA].) and id.entified
nore than 200 proJects that invoLve economic co-operation anron5g developing
countries, A study on air passenger and freight development for Latin Arerica vas
conpl-eted recently. A similar study for Africa is in progress and will be followed
by other studies for the Middfe East, Asia and the Pacific. A11 these studies r.rilJ-
provid.e a basis for co-ordination at the regional level. In add.ition to
participation in a joint ECLA/ICAO study of air transport between countries nembers
of the Caribbean Developm€nt and Co-opera'"ion Comrittee, TCAO is actively seeking
increased co-operation with other regional connnissions.

F, Co-operation in teleconmunic ations

Econonic and Social Cornnission for Asia and the Pacific

52. In close co-operation I'ith th€ Tnternational- Teleconmunic at ions Union (ItU),
and with the assistance of UNDP and volwrtary contributions, ESCAP has pronoted
co-operation amonE developing countries in this sector. The ESCAP/ITU Unit, during
the prograrnme cycle 1972-l-9J5, prepared a numb€r of regional studies for the
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establishnent of the Asian Telecornnuni cation Network. Technical assistance was
provj.ded. for establishing regional tariff studies, traffic forecast, routing of
traffic end regional signal.ling, as well as for the establishment of the Asia-
Pacific Telecorrmrnity o a regional intergovernmental organization which will pool
the resources of th€ countries concerned. for f\rture assistance in the oneration of
ttre Asian Tefeconmunication Network,

Econorni c Corarnission for Africa

53. fhe ECA work progral,ne provides for assistance and support to co-operative
efforts in the developnent of teleconnunications . Activities in this field are
centred. on the ?an African Telecoflmunications Network,

G. Co-operation in the field of energy

Econoroic and Social- Cononission for Asia and the Pacific

5]{, Based on a meeting of the Energy Working Group on Energg Planning and
Programming o held in August 1978, a regioneJ prograume on enexgy is being developed
by ESCAP as an extension of activities in recent years vhich have concentrated.
largely on energy requirements in rural areas, including the use of non-conventional
and xenewable energy resou.rces. The programme is expected. to invol-ve technical
assistance in energy planning and progre-nming as such, and the establishment of
a regular process of information exchange and of co-operative researeh and
devel-opnent, together with studies ancl serrinars on topics of particular concern
to the countries.

Economic Conmission for Africa

55. The eo-operative activities of ECA in the fiefd of cnerfy involve assistance
to nenber States in the fornulation of integrated energy policies, and the
eval-uation, development, exploitation and use of energy resoulces.

H. Co-operation in science and teghngLogy

l-. United Nations

United Nations Conference on Trade and Development

56. Apart from the continuing work on the code of conduct on transfe" of
technology and. on the rev-ision of the industrial property system, the UNCTIJ
secretariat is involved in a series of activities" including studies, in which
co-operation among developing countries in the technology field is the central cr
naJor elenent. Studies regard.ing co-operation in the field of technology cover
both general aspects and secto?s of critical inportance to developing cormtries.
Two me€tings \,'ere held in 1978 dealing with subJects involving co-operation a:nong
developing countries in thc teehnolog-y field; (a) a rneeting of an expert group to
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re\rien and contribute to d.rafting a hand-book on the acquisition of technol-ogy by
developing countries, and (b) an intergovernmental expert group on brain clrain,
Operational activities in this field have continued to be developeat at the
regional leve1 with the regional conmissions and intergovernmental organizations,
At the sectoral leve1, assistance is being given, in co-operation vith the
secretariat of the Caribbean Cor0nunity (CmfCOl,l), in the establishment of a
pharnaceutical centr"e for the CARfCOM re6ion. UNCTAD is al-so participating,
together with the Action Prograrme on Economic Co-opers.tion of non-afigned anal
other states, UNrDO and wEO, in the uNDp-financed. proJect on economic co-operation
anong developing countries in the pharnaceutical sector. Regarding training
activities, the TINCTA-D secretariat organized the thi"d LTNCTI-D/SIDA ( Sweatistr
International Development Authority) Training progrs-nne on Transfer and
Developnent of Technology for the Central American and the Spani sh-speaking
Caribbean countries vhich took place in San Jos6 and in Ca"acas fron 3 to
21 April 1978. UNCTAD is nov organizing the fourth UNCTAD/SIDA Training progranne
on the Transfer anil Developlrent of Technology, for the French-speaking African
cor:ntries. Finally, the UNCTAD secretariat is also providing assistance at
subregional and regional meetings in preparation for the United Nations Conference
on Science and Technology for Development and is contributing t.o iegional papers
to be subnitted to that Conference.

Unitecl lrTations ( Head.quarters )

57. Activities on econonic co-operation among d.eve].opj.ng countries will continue
in the framework of the progranrne on science and technolory, particularly
concerning the transfer of technolog'y anong developing cor.ntries, taking into
account the results of the Uniteal Nations Conference on Science and Technolog.y.
fn the prograrnne on ocean econornics and technology, specialized work \^.i11 be
undertaken on specific aspects of econonic co-operation anong aleveloping countries
in narine and. coastal s.ffairs. Specifically, the global off-shore /near-shore
marine resources survey will be extenaled on a regional basis and a report on
regionalization in marine affairs wilf be prepared. The subprograrme on
integrated coastal, area clevelopment concerns nultinational co-operation. fhe
subprogra"ume on narine and coastal technology wil"l include studies on the
adaptation of existing ind.igenous technology in d.eveloping countries, including an
analysis of regional potential for economic and technical co-operation anong
developing countries in this area.

United l\lations hrvironment Progranme

58. The fifth session of the Governing Council of UNEP adopteal a decision on ttte
establishnent of a global netTork of institutions to test, apply, publish and
aclvise on appropriate a:rd. environnentally sound technol"ogy, includ.ing human
settlement technology and technology for harnessing renewable resources of energy,
particularl-y for use in isolated rure.l areas.

2, Specializeil agencies and other international organizalions

Uniteal Nations Educational-, Scientiflc and Cu.1tural Orgarization

59. UNESCO continues to promote co-operative progranmes of regional and subregional
I---
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networks of educational i.nnovation for de'elopment. The ob.iective of these
netvorks is to interfink existing national institutes underiaking innovative
activities contributing to national development with a view to ontinizing the use
of r€solrlces through co-olerative efforts. UNESCO now has three op€rational
innovation networks for education: the Asian Progr€-nnne of Educational Innovation
for Developnent, Co-operation for the Devel-opnent of Education in South-East
Europe ard the lletr^rork of Educational fnnovation for Development in Africa.
liletworks for the -Arab states and the caribbean region are under preparation,
UI]ESCO is rnaking efforts to interlink different networks in the perspective of
a B1oba1 progranme of intemational co-operation for educationaL innovation for
developnent.

World Health Organi zation

60. In 1976, the tventy -ninth World Health As serably recognized. that the
develonment of apnropriate nethodologies and technologies is a-n inportanc supporr
el-ement in primary health care and rural development and" as such, should be
considered a triority area. Tt requested the Director-General to take ad.equate
aeasures to establish and develop a pro€ranme of heal-th teehnology as it relates
to primary health care and mral development. fn pr_rsuanee of the resolution
adopted by the l.iorld Health Assenbly, llHO initiated a progranme of alpropriate
technologlr for heafth.

Tnternational Labour Organisation

6I. The vo"k progJaxrune of ILO includes a najor emphasis on the collection and
dissernination of appropriate technologies. rn the cases of civil construction and
industry, TLO co-operates with fBRD and UNIDO respectively.

llorld Intellectual Property Organi zation

62. A stuqy of existing arrangements and future lossibilities in the field of
industrial property for the pronotion of technological innovation r,ras prepared
by tdIPO and considered by a vorking group on this subject in 1978. The r,rorking
group forrnu-lated a number of recornmendations concerning the Fronotion, development
and protection of inventions and innovations. It recomrnended the adoption by
Governments of integrated policies and progranmes for stimulating technological
innovation, particularly concerning srnall inventions, as vel1 as the adoption of
legislative measures for protecting inventions and innovations; the establishment
of institutions which could provide technical , financial and 1e65a1 assistance to
inventors and innovators: the encouragement of inventors and. innovators to form
rrofessionaf associations; the d.evelopnent of factors contributing to a positive
national innovative clinate, and the developnent of neans for finding and pronoting
latent innovative talent. l4oreover, the wcrking group recornmended that WIPO should
examin" the possibility of (a) expanding the WfpO Training programme to provide
training for officia-ls of govexnnent institutions active in the fietd of the
promotion of technological innovation, (b) issuing a publication containing
infornation on sefected innovations and new ideas, in particular those emanating
from developing countries, (c) collecting infomation and establishing a clearing
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house for information on legal and institutional arrangenents for pronoting
technological innovation, ana (a) convening a meetin6q of representatives of
various institutions dealing r'rith the promotion of technological innovation. The
purpose ol the neeting is to identify the factors r^rhich create a favourable national
innovative cliftate in developing countries and to prepare guitlelines for the
creation and adninistration of institutions in aeveloping countries dealing with
the promotion of technological innovation. fn add.ition, the working group
reconnended that WIPO should continue its efforts to facilitate and. improve access
by developing courrtries to the technologicat infornation contained in patent
docunents and reratetl non-patent literature and to search Teports on the state-of-the-art in technology prepared by industrial property offices in d.eveloped coqntries
in order to examine patent applications.

I. Co-operation in insurence and tourism

United Nations Developnent ?rogranme

63. fn Africa, UNDP has provided assistance for a training progranne for
officials from national insurance companies. In Asia, UNDp has assisted in
determining the feasibility of establ-ishing the Regional Asian fnsurance
Corporation, which is expected to start o.peration in tbe near futr.!.e.

6\, ESCAP is assisting its membe? countries in the formulation of their naster
plans on tourism, ancl is currently planning a regional seminar and sublegional
ltorkshops on the development of tor:rism. Close co-operation i,rith the World Tourism
Organization (!iTo) has be€n naintained in both formulation ancl irnlementation of
touri sm activities .

Economic Conlri ssion for Africa

65. fn the field of tourisn and as a way of inproving the development of tourisn
in Africa, ECA organized, in collaboration with nrTO, the first Regional African
Conference on Tourisn and Economic Developlrent at BanJul (Zanbia) frorn 16 to
19 Oetober 1978.

J.

1, United Nations

United Nations Devel-opme4t ProArapme

56, An overwhelming factor of UNDP technical co-operation is the pronotion and
d.evelopment of human resources. Accordingly, training anit skil,l development
constitute parl of UNDP technical co-operation activities covering the four regions
of the develor:ine vorld.

Cormission f
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Economic and Social Cornnission for Asia and the pacific

('7. The Voluntary Fund. for the Decad.e is facilitating ISCAP technical- s.ssistance
and co-operative activities for the integ?ation of women in the developrnent process
in ltenber cor.rntries. A l4obile Training Scheme financed by the Office of Technical-
co-operation of the united Nations secretariat is currently undertaking follov-up
activities in Nepa1, Afghanistan arrd Bangladesh and vil1 develop training progrannes
for trainees in Papua-Ne\n' Guinea anal other interested coultries in the South
Faci.fic. Thailand has also expressed interest in the scheme.

2. Specialized aAencies and other-lqlg].Lational organizations

liorId lIealth OrAsr.ization

68. At th€ request of its member States and with financial and other support from
nationaf and international bod.ies, WIIO has undertaken a study of the problen of
international rnigration of physicians and nurses. The study is being carried out
in three phases, and the first phase is based on existing published and unpublished
infornation. This infornation has provided valuable clues as to the dirnensions,
directions, determinant s and consequences of health nanpower mi65ration. The
p?inary objeetive of possible fo1low-up stud.ies vould be the design and
inplenentation, through the health system, of a feasibfe progranme of action to
nodi f-v the pattern of nigration of physicians and nurses in direct vays, the focus
being on resolwing the inconsistencies lrithin the health nanpower system and betwe€n
it and the health service system.

69, UNESCO has organized a series of re8ional ninisterial conferences on
educational policies in all regions; four in Africa, four in Asia, four in the
Arab statesn three in Latin America and two in Europe. These conferences regularly
analyse, inter alia, educational policieso strategies, pIans, as well as
achievem€nts, problems, new nobilities and dinensions of international and aegional
co-operation among institutions of higher education and r€search.

World Bank

?0. Research carried out by the Bank at the regional 1evel is intended to assist
individual countries in identifyinA potential areas fo? co-oneration, such as
poficies relating to migration. One special application has been the provision
of technical assistance to capital-surplus developing countries for the planning
and execution of projects that lri1l be implenentecl by imrigrants from labour*surplus
developing countries. On a global basis, the Bank has been sponsoring the
Consultative croup of fnternational Agricultural Besearch (CGIAR), together with
FAO and UNDP. Research centres for the deve.Iopment of products and techniques
to be employed in d.evelopinEJ countries are being financed by CGIAR in 11 developing
countries. The sharing of knovledge and experience among mana€lers through Tegiona-l
training proJects and study tours in developing countries cont"ibutes to the
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strengthening of economic and technical co-operation arnong dev€loping countries.
The Sank supports this type of exchange by including fellowships and t"aining
conponents in nany of its nroJects. AI1 sectors of the Bank bcn€fit from these
progranmes. The Bank also offers courses for senior officials fron developing
countries through the Econornic Development fnstitute, in collaboration with
regional institutions wherever possible,

World L'leteorological Organi zation

7I. I'II40 is instrumental in promotin6q the excharge of meteorological infor:nation,
e:qrerienee and skills arong its members. Such exchanges constitute an important
contribution to econonic and social- d.evelopnent not onfy in the expansion of
agricultural prod.uctivity, development of water resource potential and improvement
of air transportation, but a]-so in providing ad.vanced warnings on bad treather.

K. Co-gpqration in pqstal services

72. The Manila, Colornbo and Mexico City prograrnmes do not include a specific
section dea^ling with co-operation among developing countries in postal services.
Eowever, the Universal Postal Union (UPU) and UNDP are active in this fie1d,
pronoting regional and subregional co-operation throughout the developing wor.Id.
Co-operation is p"onoted. at the t€chnical 1eve1 with a view to anelioraiing the
postal sefvices and at the level- of postal adninistration in order to encourage
the establishment of closer li.nks among the postal services. Through UNDP-finenced
projects, UPU is providing technical assistance and organizing training activities
in the postal sector in Africa, the Middle East, Asia and the Pacific and latin
America,

L. Co-operation in neteorol,ogy

World l.{eteorologicaf Organization

73. fn collaboration with UNDP, and through sFecial- prograrnmes fr-nded by members,
tr'IMO assists developing countries in inplementing intercountry proJects vhich have
as their basic purtose the collection of infornation to develop ws.ter resources
potential, increase agricultural productivity and Teduce the deleterious effects
of tropical storns. I^rll0 is developing a programme for strengthening the
agroneteorologi cal a:rd hydrological services in the drought-stricken countries of
the Sahel and for establishing a regional centre for training and application
of agrometeorolo€ry and hydrology. The prograrrne consists of seven co-ordinated
national proJects for devetoning agroneteorological and hydrological station
netvorks and strengthening services for data processing, as well as disseninating
agrometeorological inforrnation to the farrning conr:nunity, The co-operation of
the individual countries concerned is essential , both in terms of technical and-
financial support, in order that optimur use can be made of meteorological and
hydrological infor:nation for the planning and developnent of agricultural
production,
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74. A hydrDmeteorologi ca1 survey of the catchments of the Lake Victoria, Kiogo
and Mobutu Sese Seko involves tbe co-operation of seven other African countries.
The analysis of data on the catchments of the l-akes provides the basis for the
study of the water balance of the Upper Ni1e. This will enable the countries
involved to plan irrigation schemes, swanp reclanation and other development
proJects and initiate intergovernmental- co-operation in the storage, Tegulation
and use of the waters of the Nile.

75. Under both an intercountry projeet and individual proiects in six cor.:ntries
of the Central Anexican istlurus, meteorological and hydrological observation
station netvorks have been expanded and modernized; national data-processing
centres have been establishedl countelTart institutions have been strengthened and
data fo" plarning, water conservation and use" especially hydroelectric power
generation, and agricultr:ral developnent, are being published. This co-operative
effort enables each of the participating countries to benefit from the d"evelopnent
of the infrastructure of other cor:ntries of the region.

75- Another example of intercountry co-operation is the I.t'140 /ESCA? Tfphoon
Cornnittee of the Southeast Asia and ?acific Region. Through the exchange of
inforrnation, experience and technical ski1Is, and the improvement of obserwation
netvorks and telecornmunication facilities, the rnember countries are co-operating
in a joint endeavour designed to develop an effective t}?hoon f1ood. varning system.
Improved disaster benefit frorn this co-operative progranme is evident.


