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United l{ations studies on disarn€ment

Report of the SecretarY-General-

f, In laxagraph 98 of the Final Docr:ment of the Tenth Special Session of the

cen.rat it" ".ilrv 
(see resolution S-10/2)' the As serob1)- stated that "at its

thirty-third and subsequent sessions the General Assembly should detemine the

specific guid.elines 1or carrying out studies, tatring into account the proposals

aireaoy "l,Litt"a including ihosc made by i-ndividual countries at the
special session, as vell a! other p"opo"ul" vhicb can be introduced later in this
field. In d.oing so, the Assembl-y i,o.,1d tuL" into consideration a report on these

matters prepared by the Secretary-Genera1. "

2, In paragraph 121+ of the Final Docr.'uient, the General Assenbly requested the

Secretary-General to sct up an advisory boal"d of eminent persons' sel-ected on the

basis of their personal exiertise and iaking into account the principle of equitable
geographical representation, to advise him on various aspects of studies to be made

under the auspices or the U;ited Nations in the field of disafl0ament and a1"nxs

limitation, inc!-uding a prograirrle of such studies'

3. fn the vi e\,' of the Secretary-Ceneraf it rrould have been desirable' in
submitting this report, to take account of the reconmendations of the Advisory

Board on Disarmarnent Studies. That Board is sti11 being constituted' hol'rever ' and

it has not been 1lossibJ.e to schedule lts first xleeting until mid-Novercber ' The

Secret ary-General therefore considers it appropriate to submit a first report on tbe

subjeci without defay. A further repori to the Assembty vi1l be subnitted on the

basis of the aclvice received from the Advisory Boar:d, as soon as possible after
the Boarcl' s fiTst neeting'
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4' ror the infornation of the General Assenbly, a list of reports on the stud.ies
on disama.ment a-nd" arms limitation, which have so faa been nade und.er Unlted Nations
auspices, is annexed to the present report. l.{ost, of the studies in question have
been carried out by the gecretary-GeneraL vith the assistance of consultant expertsor governmental experts appointed. by him. others vere prepared by experts appointed.
by Goverrraents: t:he I9T2 report on llapaln and Other fncendiary !,treapons and Al-1
Aspects of their Possible Us€, the 1975 Conprehensive Stud.y of the Question of
I{uclear-Weapon-Iree Zones in A11 fts Aspects and the I9?8 report of the Ad Hoc
Group of scientific Experts to consid.er international co-operative neasures to
detect and to identify seismie events, the tast ino having been prepaxed undex the
auspices of the conference of the conrnittee on Disarmarnent. rn all- cases..ni-th
the exception of the 197T paper on disarmament and d.evelopnent and the lpl8 reportof the Ad Hoc Group of scientific Experts, the studies vere r'repared. forfoving
specific requests mad.e by the General Assembly. Although it may be difficutt to
establish precise categories a.mong thern, it should be noted that they may serve a
nr,u[ber of purposes:

(a) studies r,rhi ch may originate from ongoing negotiations and are nade tofaci.litate such negotiations (see for exarple, thc 1978 report of the Ad. Hoc
Group of Scientific Experts to consider International Co-operative ltcaEiiEi
to Detect and to Idcntify Seisrnic lvents);

(b) Studies intended. to assist
a vicv to a ncgotiating process
and Bacteriol.o-ica_t ( Biol_ogical )
L,se/;

in the identification of specific topics 'nritii
(see, for examo.le, thc 1969 Study on Chemical
I,ieapons and the Effects of tbcir Possible

(c) Stud.ies undertaken lyith a view to trovidinn thF DenerFt he.ksyound to
current discussions (.uu, ro, .*u,o;r;; i;; i;i;'c;;;;;;;;i;u"Jtuly or tr,.
Question of l:lucf ear-ifeapon-Free Zones in AIl lts Aspects);

(d) Studies attempting to assess the irnpact of armanents in the international
situation (see, for ex6mp1e, the various stud-ies on the Economic and Sociaf
Consequences of the Arns Race).

5- on occasion, analyses having the cbaracteristics of studies are made by thesecretariat, as part of its staff functions and on the basis of the exnertise ofthe staif n€nnbers concerned, vith the assistanc€, vhen. reqriired, of consultants.
Thus o for exanp.Le, the f97? Corapilation of ltiaterial on Chernical l{eapons frou CCD
L,Iarhing Fapers and Statenents, 19T2-1916 " 1/ and. background and vorking papers
prepared for the Prenaratory corilittee tor-the special scssion of the General
Assenbly Devoted to Disanna:rent. 2/

l,r Distributed to th-- menbers of the Conference of the Ccrnmittee or:
Disarmament as an informal docr.rment.

4 Official leqords p-f the Ceneraf Assembly: Tenth Special Session"_
PyppleTe4t IIo. I (A/S-10/1), yo1. Ir: A/ !\C.IB7/29 and Corr.l and Add,l; vot. III:
A/Ac.1U7l30 and Corr.1, and A/Ac.18Tl31; vo1, rV: A/AC.rBT/67-I2; vol, V:
A/AC.rBT/73, A/AC.LBT/T\ and Corr.f and. A/AC.IBI /75 and. Corr.1 and 2; and vol-. vI:
A/ AC .rBT /Lo9 .
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6. A number ol specialized agencies and other institutions and prograrnmes i'rithin
the LTnited lilations system cond.uct studies on subjects in the field of disarmanent
and arms limitation (see, for example, the 1969 report on llealth Aspects of
Chcr.ical and Biologicol \:leapons, -oreoarcd by a eroup of consultants undcr the
auspices of thc World Heartn organi zation), ll That report is an expanded and'

revised version of an interin relort that th; Uorld Health Organization provided
to assist in the preparation of lrre f969 United liiations Report on Chenical and

Bacteriologicaf (iioiogical) lieapons and the xffects of their Possible Use' Some

of the information contained in the interin report rras included in the United
Nations study. The United i\lations report presents a comprehensive discussion of
the probfL.n, while the Idorld Health Organization report deals specifically with
the public health inplications of the possible use of such weapons and is addressed'

mainiy to nedical authoritles. These reports are' therefore, conplernentary'

7. There are also various non-goverrfiental organizations and research institutions '
both of an international and a natlonal nature and including a nl]niber in the
academic field, which nake sludies that are of direct relevance to the vork of the
United Nations in this regard, and compile d.ata that nay be of use in the United'

llations studies. sone of thos€ organizations and institutions al'e also equipped
to carry out elments of suctr studies.

B. To the extent appropriate, resu-Its of the activities of those bodies
referred to in paragraphs 5 and 7 may be used in the preparation of 

- 
documentatlon

for studies on d.i 
" 
u.ruroe.rt and arms lirnitation carried. out under united Nations

auspices. Th€ Advisory Board may need' colairrehensive knorrledge of the results of
ihlrqe actiwitie.s- in order to be able to d-ischarge its functions properly. The

Secretariat will therefore take steps to provide the Advisory Soard with
infornation in that respect '

9. The General Assenbly decided' at its tenth special session, that the Secretary-
General should, vlth the assistance of a group of qualified experts appointed by

him, initiate an expert study on the relatlonship between disarmament and'

developlaent, s'.rbmit an interin report on the subiect to the General Assenbly at
its ttrirty-iourbh session and sublxit the final- result to the Assembly at its
thirty-sixth session fot--"1r1".q,-runt action (see resolution S-IO/2, para. 9l+). The

Group of Governmental Experts on the Relationship between Disarmament 
- 
and

Deveioprent held its firit meeting in Geneva fron I+ to 13 Septenber l-978' The

Group iecided that it roight be of interest for the thirty-third session of the
General Assembfy to have an organizational report on its work' which is being
subnitted sepaxatefy.

10. Also at its tenth special session, the General Assembly had before it a

report of the secret ary-General- on the interrelat ionship betlleen disarm8ment and

iniernational security. 4/ By paragraph 9? of the Final Document " the Assembly

1/
Geneva,

Health As s of Chemical lJloIoEfCaa rr,l , liorld Health organi zation,
1970 .

l+/ Official necords of the Generaf Assembly, Tenth Speciaf Session'
docuoent A/S-7O/7 and Cory.1'
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called rrpon the secretary-General to continue, vith the assistance of consur-tantexperts appointeai by him, the study on the interrelat ionship between disarmament
and ilrternational security requested in Assenbly resofution 32 /BT C ot
12 Dcceriber 197'l and. subnii it to the thirty-fourth session of the ceneral Assembry.
The Secretary- General accordingly intends iio convene a study group of governmental
expert s during 1979.

11. During the tenth special session of the Genera-I As.embly, a number of Memberstates nad.e proposals and suggestions for various studies to be undertaken underthe auspices of the United l,trations. Some of its proposals and suggestions arelisted or referred to in paragraph I25 of the l,inal Document of the Tenthspecial session. The secretary-Generar intends to subrnit to the Advisory Boa*d
on Disarmament studies, at its first roeeting, a conpilation of all proposals and-suggestions for studies in the area of di sarnament and arms limitation, raade
during the tenth special session. neference is also nad.e to various provisions ofthe Final Docr xent r,rhich, if the Assexxbly so decides, would lead to si.roies t,eingltndertaken, such as paragraphs 92 and 93 (c), The Secretary-General expects thatthis materiaf will assist the Advisory loard on Disanxament studies to -arry 

our,its m;indate. In that connexion, in his report on the 1.,rork of the Organi zalion, l/the secretary-ceneral stated that, if a comprehensive approach to dilarmanent
were to be successful, it should encorrlpass not only the deliberative and negotiatinglevels, but al-sc supporting activities, such as research, study and. information.
He also lointed out that the Advisory Board. should develop a programne of studiestesponsive to the requirements imposed by the prograrune of action on disarmar'ent.

aJ and _14.2/ rbid., Thirty*-third Session, Supplement iilo. 1 (A/ZZ/L), ,n,
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The following studies iu the area of dis armament and arns limitation have been
unde"taken in the past under the auspices cf the United Nati.ons:

of Disarna:rent, T/3593 'Re'r.1 (Uniued
I'trations publication" Sal-es No. 2. rx.1) ;

1967 nffects cf the Possible Use of Nuclear Weatrions €.nd, the Securit
Iconorric uisition and tr'urther
Devefopment of these l,leapons r 58 (United Nations publicatlon, ga-les

1969 Chepicgl" a+d Bacteriol.gical (Biolgeicat) hreapons and the Effects of
Lheir Possible Us", l/?5
publication, Sales No, E.69 .T.29) ;

1971 Econonic and Socia1 Consequences of the Arms Race and of l,4ilitarv
.uxpendrtures r A/U4b9/Rev.1 (United I\abions pubJication, Sales
No. n.[2.IX.16);

1972 Napalm and Other Incendie.ry Weapons and A_lt AsDects of Their Fossible
Use, A/EbO3/Rev.-I (United Nations pubfication, Sales No, E.73.1.3),

1972 !i s armq.nent and Developnent; nep.rt of tbe Group of.nxperts on the
Eco!94+! q4d Social Consequences of Disarmament, ST/ECA/]?\ (Unitea
Narions publication, SaLes No. E.T3.IX.l) 

"

1![\ I'actLral statement prepared by the Secretary-Genexa]- vith the assistance
of qua-lified consult ant eleerts, of the Great Pover?s dlitary presence
in the India:r Ocean (a/AC.t59 /r/Re.,,r,I) t

1974 Reduction of the military budgets of States pennanent members of the
Securiry Council by l0 per cent a_nd. utjfization of paJt . f the firnds
lhus saved to provide assista"nce to developing countries, A/977O/Rev,f
(United Nations publication, Sa1es No, E.T5,I.t0);

lpll Conprehensive Study of the Question of Nucl-ear-Weapon-f'ree Zones in Al"l-
Its Aspects: repo
Experts under the auspices of the Conference of the Corurittee on

No. n. ?6.I. ?) ;

1975 ieduction of I'{ilitary Budgets. Measurernent and Internationa.l Reporting
o,f Military Expenditures, A/ 3I/222/Rev.1 (United Nations publlcation,

Studies in the area of disarnament and
undertaken undef the ausr.inFc ^P tl^F

cations for States of the

Sal-es No. E.??.I.6);
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Ana-Iytic a.l- surmaries of a nr:mber of these
response to a request of the Preparatory
Genera-l Assembly Devoted to Disarnanent,
the Preparatory Com.ittee. a/

19?? Disarnament and devel-opment: an ala.lytical survey and pointers for
action. Paper prepared by consultarts Barry M. Bfechnan and
Edmond R. F"ied (united Nations document E/AC-5\/L.9o)t

1977 Reduction of nilitary budget6: repolt of the Secaetary-Gene}€-l vith the
assistance of an i nt e rgovernlrent el group of budgetary expelts (A/32/]_9\
and Aoo.l- J :

19TT Economic and Sociat Consequences of the -A-rus R-499 an4 of Uilitary
@ Nilions publication' sales
rl6l-ElJElrx.r) ;

19TB Report to the conference of the Connittee on Di s armement of the Ad Hoc

Group of Scientific nxperts to consider internationa'l co-operative
measures to detect and to iaentily seisnic events (!g! sig']- Regrq!- iI

studies prepaxed by the Secretariat in
Committee for the Special Session of the
are included in vo].unle IV of the report of

Sulp].ement No. 1 A/ S-10 , vol. IV, document AC .1
al Ses siona/ official Record.s of the General Assenb Tenth




