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I. INTIODUCTION

1, At its 5th pl-enary meeting, on 23 Septemb er I97T, the cenerat Assembtyall-ocated to the Third Connittee agenda itern gl- entitled:

"International Covenants on Hurnan Rights:

(") Report of the Human Rights Corunittee;

(b) status of the rnternational covenant on Economic, social and c,J-lturalRights, the International Covenant on Civil and. political Rights and theoptional Protocor to the Tnternationar covenant on civil and political
Rights: report of the Secretary_General . "

2. The Conmittee consid.ered tbis iten at its 30th to 33rd and 37th rneeti.ngs, heldon 26 and- 27 october and 2 Noyember'. The vievs expressed by representatives ofMer'ber states on this item are contained in the sunmary records of those meetings(A/c.3/32/sR.30-33 and 37).

3. The Connittee had before it the following documents:

("1 Report of the Economic and Social Council to the ceneral Assenbly(a/ tz/l//'aat (Part rr));
(b) Report of the Human Bights Connittee for the year 19?2, subnitted to theGeneral Assembly in accord-ance with article )+5 or tne rnternational- covenant onCivil and Folitical Fights; V
(c) Report of the Secretary-General on the status of the Tnternationaf

Covenants (A32/IBB) \
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(d) Letter dated 18 October 1977 fron the Permanent Representative of the
United States of America to the United Nations addressed to the Se cretary-Gene"al
(A/c.3/32/1+) ;

(") Stat enent subnitted by the Secretary-General on the financial inplications
of tlre work of the Humar] Rights Cournitr"ee (A/C.3/32/L.ff).

4. The Director of the Division of Humarl Rights introduced the item at the
3Oth neeting, on 26 Ocrober (see A/C,3/32/SR.30, paras. 35-39).

II. CONSIDERAT]ON OF DRAFT RESOLUTIONS

5. Ar the 30th meeting, on 26
of Costa Ricau Denmark, Ecuador,
a draf't resolution (Alc .3/ 32/L.1)
sponsoled also by Canada, Colorobia,
follows:

October, the representative of
nar.Y"an\r Fada-ql R,.nrrhl ic of

Denmark, on behalf
and Norr^ray, introduced

The draft resolution, which was subsequently
Italy, the Netherlands and Peru, read as

'&s--aeleref-4ffs"bry,
JrHaving noted the report of the Secretary-General on the status of the

InterndElEiaf-tEiEnant on Economic, Social and Cul-tural nights, the
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and the optional Frotocol
to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, 2/

'rFecalling irs resolution 3I/86 of 13 Decernber 1976 and in parricular its
teti e f-IIdi-1I6 entry into force of the Interns.tional Covenants on Human Rights
is a ma inr q.:,=- in lha intel'nationat ef-torts tO r'rnm^rF and crnnrr-aoe Fesnar'f'

- eePse w

for human rights and fundament aI freedoms for all, thereby contributing
greatly to the co-operation of States in the attainlcent of the purposes and
principtes of the Charter of the UniLed NaLions"

with appreciation that folloving

'!SSgstiSi!9. the import ant rcle
implementation of the Internat ional
and the Optional Protocol thereto,

to the fnternational Covenants on

'rBc=rino in mird t-ha i--,---!Jrranr
Socia^l Council in the implementation
boc .Ia_L ano uu_Ltura_L ftfghtsl

its aplea1 severa-l Member States
H1lmart Right s ,

of the Human Rights Connittee in the
Covenant on Civil and Polilical Rights

,6^h^h^: F.i t .i+.i ^^ ^r. .L- ECOnOniC and
of the International Covenant on Economic,

2/ A/32/rBB.
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'tl Notes vith artnrcoieti^h lhA varnrf nf -recratlon the report of the Human Rights Conrmittee
on its first and second sessions 3/ and expresses its satisfaction at th.
serious manner in which the Comnit-tee is unaertaking its functions;

1t2. Reconmend-s that the Human Rights Conmittee strive for uniform---.:-_..:-stendards of impl- ement at i on of the provisions of the rnternational covenart
on Civil and Political Rights and of the Optional protocol thereto;

the Sub-Conmission
the Human Rights Connittee, the Cornmission on Human Rights"
on Prevention of Discrinination and Protection of

Minorities and the Conmittee on the Elinination of Racial Discrimination to
take appropriate xneasures to keep one another informed of their resl)ective
activit ies ;

ttl+. Appeal-s once again to a'll States vhich have not yet done so to
become parties to the fnternational Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural
Right s and the International- Covenant an Civil- and political Rights and the
Opt ional- Protocof thereto;

"5. Invites the States parties to the International Covenant on Civil
ana fofitiEFnights to consider raaking the decfaration provided for in
article 41 of that Covenant I

t16 Ra^,,A.+ c +h6 qrLvyueieo u-ru recreta ry-General to submit to the General Assemb-Ly at
its thirtyJEfia---ra session a report on the status of the rnternational covenant
on Economic, Socia^l and Cultura]. Rights, the International Covenant on Civil-
and Politicaf nights and the Optional protocol to the Intehational Covenant
on Civil and Politicat_ Rishts:

117 Ra.^ dh i ?ae ih.
alfocated to enabl-e the Secret ary-Generajl to provide the appropriate staff
and- facilitj.es for the effective servicing of the International Covenants
and. the optionaJ- Protoco], tl

At the 31st meeting, on 25 October, the representative of Bulgaria, on behalf
, the German Democratic lic, Guyana " Iraq, Madagascar, l9]ggl, ttt"

ted of Tanzania. introduced a draft
n .i/32 /L .9). nle drart ch vas subsequentfy sponsored

a].so by Kenya and Ma1i, read as follor,rs:

'I!S_gg:""r_j::emfr,

"Convinced that the Internationa-l Covenants on l{uman Rights constitute,.^.-- '----:-:--.tne rr.rst aJ_L-embracr.ng and legafly bindlng international treaties in the
field of human right s,

6.
of

reso

- -1/ Official" Reco_rdq, gf the ceners.l Assenbly, lqirty-second Session,
:jupprenenr No, q{ \A/32/)14 and corr,1).
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"Recognizing the inxportance of the entry into force of the Tnternational
Covenants vhich will udoubtedly enhance the ability of the United Nations to
promote and encourage respect for human rights and fimdanent a1 freedoms for
a-U, a"nd will thus contribute greatly to the co-operation of States in the
altainment of the purFoses and princiFles of the Charter of the United Nations,

"Recalling in this respect its resolutions 22OO A (XXI) of
- 1.?1,!o leceruOer lyOO and JZ IU ( 

^rt-LI/ 
01 .l.U lJecenbef ty l+, as we-L.l us -r'esoluuf On

3I/86 of 13 December 19?5,

"Bearing in nind the important re sponsibilit ies of tbe Econonic and Social
Counc if-fi-TG-TfrlGroentat ion of the International Covenant on Econonic, Social
and Cu-ltural Right s ,

the inporbant role of the Human Rights Committee in the
the International Covenant on Civil and. Political Riehts-

noted v-ith the report of the lIuman Rights Cor0mittee 
"

'tHaving ncted the report of the Secret ary-GeneraJ- on the status of the
Internationa^l Covenant on Econonic, Sociaf and Cu.1tural Rights, the
International- Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and the Optional Protocol
to the Internaticnal Covenant on Civil and Politica.l Rights, 5/

'rExpressing those States which have become parties to
the InternationaJ_

Recogrizes the inporta.nce of the International Covenant on Economic,
Social and cul_turaI Fights and the International covenant on Civi.l and
Po1itical Rights as a major step in the inteynational. efforts to proraote
univcrsal respect for and observalce of human righrs and funda.nental freedons;

Expresses its appreciation for the work done by the
in the inpl-enent at ion of the International Cavenant
Rights;

"3. nxpresses its appreciation to States pa"ties tc the fnternational
Covenant on Civil- and. Political Rights whicb have ettended their co-operation
to the Human Rights Cornnittee;

Cornittee
Political

u)+,

part i es
and the

Human Rights
on Civil and

Invites once again those States
to the International Covenant on
fnt ernati on€.1 Covena.nt on Civil

which have not yet done so to becone
Econonic, Social and culLural RighLs

and Pol,itical Right s ;

"r. Requests the Secret ary-General to subnit to the General Assembiy ar
i-"s ihi ri;y-lfil]-f,Js s s ion a report on the status of the lnrernatjonal CovenanL
on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights" the International Covenant on Cir.il
and Politicaf Rights aJId the Optional protocol to the Internationa1 Covenant
on Civil and Politlcal Rishts.r'

4/ rbid.

il a/sz/tae.

"Recognizing
implement at ion of

!rHaving
Comittee,
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7, A consolidation of draft resolutions A/c.3/32/L"T ana g/C.3/32/L.9 was
submjlLed by the Chairman (A/C.3/32/L.16) and jntroduced at thc JTrf meetinc on
2 Novenber' The corunittee adopted this text vithout objection at that neeting
(see para. B letow) ,

III. BECOI{IENDATION OF THE TIITRD C0}.41',1ITTEE

B. The Third Colmittee recommend.s
following draft resolution :

Status

the Prot

to the Ceneraf Asserubly the adoplion of the

of the fnternationaf Covenant on lcononric Social and Cu].tura-I
ts and

International Covenar
Po cal Risht s

The General Assenbly,

Convinced that the Tnternational Covenants on i{uman Rights constitute the first
ar:--entTac-Tnf-and lega:-ty binding international treaties in the fiefd of human
rights,

Recalfing its resolution 3I/86 of 13 Decenrbe r 1976 and, in particular the
importance of the entry into foree of the rnternational covenants on Human Rights
as a major step in the international efforts to p"onlote and encourage respect for
human rights and funda,ne nt af freedons for all, thereby ccntributing great.ly to the
co-operation of states in the attainnent of the purposes and principles of the
Charler of the United Nations.

to the

report of the Secretary-Ccneral on the status
on Econon.ic, Soc-la-L and Cul"tural, Rights" the

Political Rights and the Optional PTotocof to
on Civil and Political Rights, 6/

of the
International-
the

and SocialBearjng in nind bhe inportant responsibilities of the Economic
on Hr:man Right s ,Council in relation to the fnternational Covena.nts

important rofe of the llurnan Rights Cornnittee in the
fnternati.onaf Covenant on Civil and political RiEhts and
thereto,

with appreciatioq the report of the Human Rights Con,nittee on itsfirst and second sessions, /

9.'1 n/zz/:-ge.
7/ official Records _gl_q!E lqener?l Assenbly, ?hiIty-second Session,

supprEneiTTo-l-T[lT73Z-l+4 and corr.]- ) .

Recalling in this respect its resolutions 2200 A (xxr) of 15 December 1956 and
32?o TxXiX-);i 10 Decenber 19 Tl+ 

"

Noting that foll-or^'ing its
acceded to

Havlng noted the
Int ernational Covenant
Covenant on Civil and
Int ernat ional Covenant

Recognizing the
implement at ion of the
the Optional Protocol

Covenants on lluman
q.rnFel sevcrel Ven}'pr qtaLes have

Right s ,

with appreciation
the fnternat iona-l
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I. Recoqnizes the importance of the fnternational Covenants on Hu.nan Rights
as a major step in the international efforts to pronote universal respect for and
observance of humdn rights and fundamental freedoms;

2. Nores with appreci&tion the report of the Human RighLs Comrittee on its
fljrst and second sessions and expresses ils satisfaction at thc serious roanner in
vhich the Corimittee is undertaking its functions;

3. Expresses its appreciation to States parties to the International
Covenant on Civil and" Political Rights which have extended their co-operation to
the lluman Rights Cottrnittee;

)r. Invites again all States wbich have not yet d.one so to become parties to
the Internationel Covenant on Econonic, Social and Cu].tural Fights and the
fnternationaf Covenant on Civil ard Po].itical nights as vell as to consider the
possibilities of acceding to the Optional Protocol thereto;

5.  pplsciqtes that the Hurnan Rights Connittee strives for uniform
standards in the-ffiGnentation of the provisions of the International Covenant
on Civil- and Politicat Rights and of the optional Protocol thereto;

6. Fequests the Secretary-General to keep the Human Rights Cornroittee
infomed of the activities of the Counission on Human Rights, the Sub-Conraission
on Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities and the Conrnittee on
the Eliroination of Racial Discrimination:

7. Requests the Secretary-General to submit to the General Assenbly at its
thirty-third session a report on the status of the International Covenant on
lconomic, Social and Cultura]. Rights, the International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights and the Optional Protocol to the fnternational Covenant on Civil
and Political Rights ;

B. Recalls that the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights
envisages that the Secretary-General shafl provide the necessary staff a.nd.

facilities for the effective performance of the Hrman Bights Connittee.


