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I 5hoLld be rrateful if You
docr.rment of the General As senbly

would have the text distributed as an official
under item 5l of the prelininary list '

TIITEFNATIONAL CO-OPEBATIOII lIiI T]]E PEACEtrUL USNS OF OUTER SPACE

l,etter dated 28 June 19?8 fro-P the Pelaanent Reprelenla't ive 
' 9f the-

m;lTf-c s t;lhe united r\atians addressed
to the Secr etary-Ggneral

I have the honour to transmit to you herevith the text of the Convention on

the Transfer and use ol Data of the Remote sensing of the xarth flom Outer space'

r,ihich vas signed. in trloscow on 19 May 19?B by cuba' Cz echoslovakia ' , 
the Geman

Denocratic Fepublic, Hungary" l{ongofia, Poland, Rornanj a and the Union of Soviet
Socialist Bepublics u.ta trlitf.' afier its entry into force, Iri1l be opened for
accession bv aff other States.
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Annex

A]iII]EX

COII\T}ITIOI.I

0n the Transfer and Use of Data of the nenote SensinA
of the Xarth fron Outer Slace

The States Parties to this Convention, hereinafter referred to as the"Contracting Parties rr,

considering that outer space is free for use by all States vithoutcliscrirninati on of any kind, on a basis of equality and in accordance withinternational 1ar,r, includ.ing the charter of itre united Nations and the Treaty onPrinciples Governing the Activities of states in the nx oration and use of outerspace, including the l4oon and. other celestial Bodies, for the purpose of carryingon activities in the reuote sensing of the Earth from outer space;

believing that in carrying on such activities the sovereign rights ot states,in particular their inalienabre right to dispose of their naturar resou.Tces and ofinformation concerning those resources, should be respected;

reaffirning that activities in the field of the rernote sensing of the Earth
from outer space and international co--operation to this end should promote peace
and understa"nding among states and be carried out for the benefit and in theinterests of aff peoples irrespective of their degree of econor.ic or scientific
developnent ;

convinced- that space technofogy can provide nerar valuable information necessaryfor the exploration of the natura] resources of the Xarth, geology, agriculture,forestry, hydrolo g.y, oceanographyr geography and cartography, meteorology,
environmental control ' and for the solution of other problems eonnected with thesystematic exploration of the Earth and its sur1orrndino snane in fha ih+erests of
sci.ence and the economic activities ol States;

deternined to create favour able conditions and necessary technical and
economic prerequisites for expa.nd.ing co-operation in the effective practical useof data of the renote sensing of the Earth fron outer srace.

Have agreed. as follows:

Article f
For the purposes of this Convention;

(u) The term ttreaote sensing of the Earth from outer space" means
observations and measu:aements of energy and polarization characteristics ofself-radiation and reflected radiation of elements of the land, ocean and atrnosphereof the Earth ih different ranges of electronagnetic waves vhich facifitate the
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location, descu.iption of the nature and tenporal variations of natural parameters
and phenomena, naturaf resources of tbe Earth, the en'/iror-'ment as rlefl as

'rnlhrooocenic objects an I forn.a.tions

(b) The terfl "oata of the rerote sensing o'Lhe Earll^ fron outer srace''
means the initial data obtained by Ternote sensors installed on space objects and
r-:.ns" iLled fro.1 Lhe:'r bv -ala-ntrf ih 'ha f.-r .f elect-oragnetic si:nals or
nhvcico- lw .n -.1 o .r- -'r rf rhrrLoo-anhie filn or nagnetic Laoe" aS lr''lL as

lreprocessed data derived fron the florv of data vhich may be used for later
analys is i

(c) The tern "infornation" means the end-product of the analytical process of
hano)in;, d-cipherin: and inLerpretinr re|otc sensing data lron outer space" in
combination with the data and evid.ence obtained from other sourcesi

(d) The tern "natural resources of the Earthrr neans natura] resources forming
-rpr- flr -.-ft qds'"6opr.., ^f nalural condicions of Lhe hunan habitat and constir-rrin6
rna3or componenis or m.n's natural environnent vhich are used in social production
i'n- co-is-wina l-ha *it,=ri,il "nl crr'ltr1r.r.1 reo,:irerentS of society"

Articfe II

The contracting larties shall co-operate vith each other in the transfer a-n"i

use of data of the rernote sensinE of the Ea"th from outer space.

Article lII

l-1 6 c-a^i.i. Ii-l ipnhnin.l r'pa,qma-.r.Fq fhe Volufle of the sa;d cata, the

tir0e-table of their receipt and conclitions of the transfel as welL as the degree
n' rcri.:c:nrl.inr ol tr F C.r'lrFcl. inp Darties concerned i"] their processing and
thernatlc interpretation shal1 be rletermined by agreerent bet'ween the Contracting
Parties concerned on a bilateral or nultilateral basis.

Article TV

A Conf.r;:ctin,- PArtv in nnqqosqinn rc 'r iLial oaLa of the rerole sensing of
I hF .tr--t 1^ .'.d a.rl-6r cr,^- *r'i!; - L-f!6f . r"-- LO t0elTes reso-Lution on tne terrain'slrduqr w!ull 4 uuurcr urra'r 2

relating to the territoTy of another Contracting Party, shal1 not disclose or ma,ke

r.h +r. .rveil.hlF T.o Fnvone av-p-j ' ifl- - ^-nl i.'i1. consent bhereLo of the Contractin€'
Party to rihich the sensed territories belon[, nor sha11 it use them or any other
data in any vay to the detrirqent of that Contracting Party.

Article V

^ n^r+,6^+.i,6 p4?+r' that has obtained as a resul-t of the deciphering andurrr6 r aa !J
nhemolin inJ-ernra*rtinn af qnrr /lal:a ^f r.ne rnmnhp qensint of Llle larth fl-om oute-rf,,'LUr P' Luau'u
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space lnforEation about the natural resources or the econcnic potential ol another
contracting Party shall nct disclose such infornation or make it available to
anyone excert riith an explicit consent thereto of the contracting llarty to r,rhich
Lhe SenSed terrico-ies and natr-i:.a.] resourceS be1^.- *n- -l-olt it -r"^ cr].. ^. 2,1v

^rhAF 
;nc^vh-ri^^.'* -^;---.;*.--",, L-(----L-L/r, rr arry way to Lhe detrinent of LhaL Contrrctin5 Darr,y.

Article VI

The contracting Parties sha11 bear responsibility for national activities in
the use of da'ta of the remote sensing of the Earth from outer srace relating to
the territories of other Contractins parties.

Articfe VII

The contracting Parties sha1l co-operate, subject to agreement on a bilateral
or multilateral basis, in elaborating anal developing technical neans and raethods
necessary for tahing neasurenents, the processing and thenatic interpretation of
the daLa obtcined r'ror Lhe renore sensinf; of the [artn -[ron out,ef' space, as verl
as jn training appropriate personnel for rraking an early and most eificient
prac.Lical use of modern space technology and data of the remote sensine of the
EeJth fron outer snace.

AIIIC1C VLII

1. The contracting Parries shal L resorve q:esbions arisino -in Lhe process o-the inplementation of this Convention in the spirit of rnutual reipect by
ncgotiP Lion and consul LaLion.

2, fn order to resolve questions arising in connection vith the
implenentation of this convent ion " neetings of representatives of the contracting
Parties concerned flay be he-ld, vhen necessety, by a.reer.-ent betveen such Contracting
Parties.

Article IX

Aly Contracting Party may proFose a[endrents to this Convention. _A,:lendments
shaff enter into force for each ccntracting party accepting the amendmenrs upon
their approval by tr.ro-thirds of the contracting parties. An amendment that has
entered into force becornes binding upon the other contracting parties upon their
acceptance of such amendment.

Article X

1. This Convention sha^ll be subject to apo.oval of signarory ltates in
accordance with their legislation. The convention sha11 enter into force on the
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ue )csjt oi instr-rents on anproval by five Covernnents" jncludin.- the Decositary
(lovelri,rent of the Convent ion.

For Contractin; ?arties lrhose instru0ents of appt:ova1 al'e deposited aftel the
.Fr.- i-r- f---a n" ihi. r^r,.Arf i^n if cr-alr Fnter inlo force on rhe -latc of the
.l^.^cii ^ 1'h.-:r ircl-rrrnenl < 
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2, This Convention sh.Il remain in force for five years.

Ior each of the Contracting Parties lrhich does not lrithdra\"I fron the
Corvention si; ronths grior lo the exDiry o.rl the said flive-year period and

i',p lir,-..'.-p- rFv.'ni!- ir- .hFl' -ar,ni- ir fOICe for each SUCCeSSive periOd
of flve veaJas.

Article XI

l. clher stetes sharing the purposes 8nd lrincipfes of the convention nay

accede to this convention. Instrulents of accession sha.l1 be deposited with the
delositary of the Convent ion.

2, Accession of a nel,r state shall be considered to have taken effect 30 days
from the crate of l:eceigt by the denositary of the instrurnent of accession' l,iho

shall pr:o pt1y notify so all the Contracting Parties.

Adicle XII

1. lach of the Contracting Parties rlay I'rithdraw fron this Convention by
givin3 notice to the al,epositary of the convention. such withdxawal shall take
effect 12 nonths lrom the date of receipt by the de?ositary of the notification.

2. I.iithdra.l,ra1 from the Convention sha1l not affect obligations of
r1.-oner-al. in,' orr:anisr.tionq no the (-^'rt-acf in(' Pafties under the vorking agreenents
or contracts concluded by them.

Article XI]I

1. This convention shalt be deposited vith the Government of the union of
soviet lociE-lisr Fepublics, ',rh,ich shaIl act as the depositary'

2. Ttre clepositary shall transmit certified copies of this convention to all
the coi:rtracting Parties and inform them of a"11 notifications received by him.

3. This Convenbion shall be registered iry the depositary pursuant to
Article 102 of the Charter of the United I'lations.
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