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1. At its 64th meeting, on 16 December 19", the Committee took up the
consideration of the report of the Ad Hoc Committee on the Restructuring of the
Economic and Social Sectors of the United Nations System.

2. The Committee had before it the following documents:

(a) Report of the Ad Hoc Committee on the Restructuring of the Economic and
Social Sectors of the United Nations System (A/32/34 (Part I)); l!

(b) Administrative and financial implications on the conclusions and
recommendations of the Ad Hoc Committee (A/C.5/32/86 and Amend.l and 2 and Corr.l);

(c) Addendum to the report of the Economic and Social Council containing, in
section A, the cO~IDents of the Economic and Social Council on the report of the
Ad Hoc Corr@ittee and, in section B, the report of the Council on the rationalization
of its work as called for by General Assembly resolution 3341 (XXIX) of
1, December 1914 (A/32/3/Add.l (Part V)).

1/ To be issued as Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty­
second Session, Supplement No. 34 (A/32/34).
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3. At the same meeting, the Rapporteur of the ~~ Ho_~ Corr~ittee on the
Restructuring of the Economic and Social Sectors of the United Nations System
introduced the report of the Ad Hoc COID~ittee (A/32/34 (Part I)). The Under··
Secretary-General for Administration and l'1anagement also made a statement concerning
the administrative and financial implications of the recorrmendations of the Ad Hoc
Committee.

4. At the same meeting, the ~cT~csentative of Belgium, on behalf of Be13ium,
·cLi',,..lCC" F2:~, GeI.many., Feci,eral Republic of, Ireland, Italy, Luxembourg, the
Netherlands and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland,
introduced a draft resolution (A/C.2!32/L.I05) entitled "Feport of the Ad Hoc
Committee on the Restructuring of the Economic and Social Sectors of the United
l~ations System" which read as follo\fs:

"Recall in,,; resolutions 3201 (S-VI) and 3202 (S-VI) of 1 ljay 1974,
containing the Declaration and Programme of Action on the Establishment of a
Few International Economic Order, 3281 (XXIX) of 12 December 1974 containing
the Charter of Economic Rights and Duties of States, and 3362 (S-VII) of
16 September 1975 on development and international economic co-operation,

"Recalling that in resolution 3362 (S-VII) the General Assembly
established the Ad Hoc Committee on the Restructuring of the Economic and
Social Sectors of the United Nations System for the purpose of preparing
detailed action proposals, with a view to initiating the process of
restructuring the United Nations system so as to make it more fully capable of
dealing ,rith problems of international economic co-operation and development in
a comprehensive and effective manner, in pursuance of General Assembly
resolutions 3172 (XXVIII) of 17 December 1973 and 3343 (XXIX) of
17 December 1974, and to ID~ke it more responsive to the requirements of the
provisions of the Declaration and the Programme of Action on the Establishment
of a New International ~conomic Order as well as those of the Charter of
Economic Rights and Duties of States~

"I. Takes note of the report of the Ad Hoc Committee on the Restructuring
of the Economic and Social Sectors of the United Nations System l! and
expresses its deep appreciation to the Chairman of the Ad Hoc Committee for the
excellent manner in which he conducted its work;

H2.
contained
follows:

Decide~ that paragraph 5 of section
in chapter III of the report of the

VIII of the recommendations
Ad Hoc Committee should read as

c; 1.5. frhe General Assem.bly should invite the Secret2.yy-GeneY'al to
a:)-pcint aD.. Official at a hirh level corf:lmensuratc ~·Tith the fu~_ctions C!utline6.
below who, acting under the authority of the Secretary-General, would
effectively assist him in carrying out his responsibilities as chief

/ ...
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under the United Nations Charter in the economic
Accordingly, this official, under the direction of
should be in charge of:

H, (a) Ensuring the provision of effective leadership to the various
components of the United Nations system in the field of development and
international economic co-operation and in exercising over-all
co-ordination within the system in order to ensure a multidisciplinary
approach to the problems of development on a system-wide basis;

H'(b) Ensuring, within the United Nations, the coherence,
co-ordination and efficient management of all activities in the economic
and social fields, financed by the regular budget or by extrabudgetary
resources. ;y
H'In addition, the Secretary-General could entrust to this official other
tasks in areas of responsibility related to the ensemble of the economic
and social activities of the United Nations. This official should be
appointed by the Secretary-General for a period of up to four years. He
should be provided with the necessary support and resources.'

"3. Endorses the conclusions and recommendations, as amended in
paragraph 2 above, contained in the report of the Ad Hoc Committee and
reproduced as an annex to this resolution;

"4. Requests all organs, organizations and bodies within the United
Nations system to implement these recorrmendations within their respective
spheres of competence and to submit progress reports to the General Assembly
at its thirty-third session through their normal reporting procedures;

"5. Further requests the Secretary-General to implement, in the most
appropriate manner, those recommendations which are addressed to him; to assist
the organs, organizations and bodies involved, directly or indirectly, in the
restructuring process, and to report to the General Assembly at its thirty­
third session;

"6. Decides to keep under review the implementation of the above­
mentioned recommendations.

l1Annex

"{Chapter IH of A/32/34, as amendegn

~ This high-level official should have a status which would enable him to
deal, under the authority of the Secretary-General, on an equal footing with all
other high-ranking officials of the United Nations system.

;Y This applies equally to all services and organs within the United Nations
without prejudice to their respective spheres of competence or terms of reference
as contained in their relevant legislative mandates.

I . ..



-4-

5. At the same meeting, the representative of Jamaica introduced a draft
resolution, entitled "Report of the Ad Hoc Committee on the Restructuring of the
Economic and Social Sectors of the United Nations System" (A/C.2/32/L.I06), which
read as follows:

"The General Assembly,

"Recalling resolutions 3201 (S-VI) and 3202 (S-VI) of 1 May 1974,
containing the Declaration and the Programme of Action on the Establishment of
a New International Economic Order, as well as 3281 (XXIX) of 12 December 1974,
containing the Charter of Economic Rights and Duties of States, which laid
down the foundations of the New International Economic Order,

"Recalling also that in resolution 3362 (S-VII) of 16 September 1975 the
General Assembly established the Ad Hoc Committee on the Restructuring of the
Economic and Social Sectors of the United Nations System for the purpose of
preparing detailed action proposals, with a view to initiating the prccess of
restructuring the United Nations system so as to make it more fully capable of
dealing with problems of international economic co-operation and development
in a comprehensive and effective manner, in pursuance of General Assembly
resolutions 3172 (XXVIII) of 17 December 1973 and 3343 (XXIX) of
17 December 1974, and to make it more responsive to the requirements of the
provisions of the Declaration and the Programme of Action on the Establishment
of a New International Economic Order, as well as those of the Charter of
Economic Rights and Duties of States,

"Affirming that the process of restructuring the economic and social
sectors of the United Nations system should be based, inter alia, on the need
for more equitable participation by the developing countries in decision­
making processes within the United Nations system,

"'i'akinp: note cl' t'le rey:ort of tte Ad Hoc Committee on Restructuring )~/

and expressing its deep appreciation to the Chairman of the Ad Hoc Committ-ee
for the excellent ~anner in which he conducted its work,

"Reaffirming its desire to continue the process of restructuring towards
which the results of the work of the Ad Hoc Corr@ittee constitute a valuable
initial contribution,

"10
contained
follows:

Decides that paragraph 5 of section VIII of the recorr@endations
in chapter 111 of the report of the Ad Hoc Committee should read as

"'5. The General Assembly should invite the Secretary-General to
appoint an official to be called Director-General for Development and
International Economic Co-operation, at a high level corresponding to a
level higher than that of Under-Secretary-General who, acting under the
authority of the Secretary-General, would effectively assist him in
carrying out his responsibilities as chief administrative officer under
the United Nations Charter in the economic and social fields. Accordingly,
the Director-General should, under the direction of the Secretary-
General, be in charge of:

4/ Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty second Session,
Supplement Ho. 3L~ (AI32!34). / ••.
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n'(a) Ensuring the provision of 2ffective leadership to the various
components of the United Nations system in the field of development and
international economic co-operation and in exercising over-all
co-ordination within the system in order to ensure a multidisciplinary
approach to the problems of development on a system-wide basis;

"'(b) Ensuring, within the United Nations Organization, the
coherence, co-ordination and efficient management of all activities in
the economic and social fields, financed by the regular bUdget or by
extrabudgetary resources.*

"'In addition, the Secretary-General could entrus to the Director-General
other tasks in areas of responsibility related to the ensemble of the
economic and social activities of the United Nations Organization. The
Director-General should be appointed by the Secretary-General for a
period of up to four years and the appointment should be sUbject to
confirmation by the General Assembly. He should be provided with the
necessary support and resources.

'" *This applies equally to all services and organs within the United
Nations Organization without prejudice to their respective spheres of
competence or terms of reference as contained in their relevant
legislative mandates.'

"2. Endorses the conclusions and recommendations of the Ad Hoc Committee
as amended in paragraph 1 above, and reproduced in the annex to the present
resolution;

"3. Decides further that the confirmation required under the terms of
paragraph 5 of section VIII of the annex to the present resolution will be
undertaken at a resumption of its current session, to be convened not later
than March 1978, at which the Assembly will also examine detailed proposals
for implementation of those conclusions and recommendations, to be submitted by
the Secretary-General in the light of comments 51 made on the financial and
administrative implications of the proposals contained in the report of the
Ad Hoc Committee; §j

"4. Decides also to keep under revie" the implementation of the
conclusions and recommendations contained in the annex to the present
resolution, and in that context requests all organs, organizations and bodies
within the United Nations system to implement these recommendations "ithin
their respective spheres of competence and to submit progress reports to the
General Assembly at its thirty-third session;

21 Comments made in the Ad Hoc Committee, the resumed sixty-third session of
the Economic and Social Council and the current session of the General Assembly.

§j A/C.5/32/86.

I . ..
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"5. Reguests the Secretary-General to implement those recommendations
which are addressed to him, to assist the organs, organizations and bodies
involved in the restructuring process and to report to the General Assembly
at its thirty-third session;

"6. Decides further that the Director-General should, inter alia,
assist the Secretary-General in giving effect to the relevant recommendations
contained in the annex to the present resolutioDa

"[chapter III of A/32/34, as amende.c'l7n

6. At the same meeting, the representative of the SUdan, on behalf of Iraq,
Kuwai t, Somalia and the Sudan, introduced a draft resolution entitled "Report of the
Ad Hoc Committee on the Restructuring of the Economic and Social Sectors of the
United Nations System" (A/C.2/::;2/L.I04) which read as follmlS:

"The General A blSsem y,

"Recalling resolution 3172 (XXVIII) of 17 December 1973 which called for
a special session on development and international economic co-operation with
the objective, inter alia, of initiating the necessary and appropriate
structural changes to make the United Nations system a more effective
instrument of world economic co-operation~

"Recalling resolutions 3201 (S-VI) and 3202 (S-VI) of 1 Hay 1974,
containing the Declaration and Programme of Action on the Establishment of a
New International Economic Order, 3281 (XXIX) on the Charter of Economic
Rights and Duties of States and 3362 (S-VII), which laid down the foundation
of the New International Economic Order,

"Recalling further resolution 3362 (S-VII), which established the
Ad Hoc Committee on Restructuring of the Economic and Social Sectors of the
United Nations System to prepare detailed action proposals,

"Taking note with appreciation of the report of the Ad Hoc Committee on
the Restructuring of the Economic and Social Sectors of the United Nations
System, ])

"Taking note also that the detailed financial and administrative
implications Q/ of the proposals contained in the report of the Ad Hoc
Committee could not be considered thoroughly and agreed upon at the
present session~

7/ Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-second Session,
Supplement No. 34 (A/32/34).

§j A/C.5/32/86.
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"Convinced that the United Nations system in the field of economic and
social sectors should be restructured on an urgent basis to make it more
effective in carrying out its responsibilities for global development and
enabling the United Nations to play its central role in the implementation
of the New International Economic Order,

"1. Affirms that the process of restructuring of the economic and social
sectors of the United Nations system should be based, inter alia, on the need
for more equitable participation by the developing countries in
decision-making processes within the United Nations system;

"2. Expresses its appreciation to the Ad Hoc Committee for having
submitted detailed action proposals as requested by the General Assembly
in resolution 3362 (S-VII);

"3.
report of

"(a)

Decides to amend paragraph 5 of section VIII of chapter III of the
the Ad Hoc Committee in the following manner:

Delete the brackets around the words corresponding to a level higher
than that of Under-Secretary-General and delete bracketed phrases in
the third and fourth lines;

"(b) Delete the brackets in the last three lines of the paragraph;

"4. Endorses the conclusions and recommendations in the report of the
Ad Hoc Committee, as so amended;

"5. Decides further that, in addition, the Secretary-General could
entrust to that official other tasks in areas of responsibility related to
the ensemble of the economic and social activities of the United Nations;

"6. Decides also that this high-level official, to be called
Director-General for Development and International Economic Co-operation,
shall be ~ppointed for a period of four years, to be confirmed by the
General Assembly at a resumed thirty-second session, to be held not
later than February 1978;

"7. Decides further that the Director-General shall be provided with
the necessary support and resources;

"8. Requests the Secretary-General, with the assistance of the Director­
General, to prepare forconsid~ration and action by the General Ass€~bly at its

/ ...
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thirty-third session, a detailed statement of administrative and financial
implications of the proposals contained in the report of the Ad Hoc
Co~mittee and a plan of phase implementation of those proposals;

"9. Requests the Secretary-General, with the assistance of the Director­
General, to submit progress reports on the above-mentioned action to the
Committee of the "lliole, established by resolution 32/ •.• of
. .. December 1977."

7. At the same meeting, the Committee decided that informal consultations
should be held on the basis of the three draft resolutions set out in
paragraphs 4 to 6 above.

8. At the 65th meeting, on 16 December, Mr. U.Tukan, the Vice-Chairman of the
Committee, introduced a draft resolution (A/C.2/32/L.I07) submitted on the
basis of informal consultations on draft resolutions A/c.2/32/L.104, L.I05 and
L.I06. In introducing the draft resolution, the Vice-Chairman orally revised it
by deleting the foot-note, indicated by an asterisk in paragraph 2, Which read
as follows:

"*The over-all remuneration of the Director-General would be
intermediate between that of an Under-Secretary-General and that of the
Secretary-General. The Staff Regulations should be amended accordingly."

9. At the same meeting, the Committee also agreed to reverse the order of
operative paragraphs 5 and 6 of the draft resolution.

10. At the same meeting draft resolutions A/c.2/32/L.104, L.I05 and L.I06 were
withdra,;n respectively by the co-sponsors in the light of the consensus reached
in the informal consultations on draft resolution A/c.2/32/L.107.

11. At the same meeting, the Committee adopted draft resolution A/c.2/32/L.107,
as amended (see para. 15 below).

12, At the same meeting, the Committee agreed that the over-all remuneration
of the Director-General for Development and International Fconomic Co-operation
would be intermediate between that of an Under-Secretary-General and that of the
Secretary-General and that the Staff Regulations should be amended accordingly.

13. After the adoption of draft resolution AIC.2/32/L.I07, statements were made
by the representatives of Finland (also on behalf of Iceland, Norway and Sweden)
Japan, the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, the United Republic of
Cameroon (on behalf of the African Group), Jamaica (on behalf of Member States
which are members of the Group of 77), Belgium (on behalf of States members of
the European Economic Co~~unity), Spain, the Sudan, India, Turkey, Canada,
Australia and Ghana.

14. At the same meeting, the Committee decided to recommend that the General
Assembly should take note of the report of the Economic and Social Council on the
rationalization of its work as call~d for by General Assembly resolution
3341 (XXIX) of 17 December 1974 (A/32/3/Add.l (Part V)) (see para. 16 below).

I . ..
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RECOM~W)mATIONS OF THE SECOND CO~~rrTTEE

15. The Second Committee recommends to the General Assembly the adoption of the
following draft resolution:

Restructuring of the economic and social
sectors of the United Nations system

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolutions 3201 (S-VI) and 3202 (S-VI) of 1 May 1974,
containing the Declaration and Programme of Action on the Establishment of a New
International Economic Order, and 3281 (XXIX) of 12 December 1974 containing the
Charter of Economic Rights and Duties of States,

Recalling also its resolution 3362 (S-VII) of 16 September 1975, by which it
established the Ad Hoc Committee on the Restructuring of the Economic and Social
Sectors of the United Nations System for the purpose of preparing detailed
action proposals with a view to initiating the process of restructuring the United
Nations system so as to make it more fully capable of dealing with problems of
international economic co-operation and development in a comprehensive and
effective manner, in pursuance of General Assembly resolutions 3172 (XXVIII) of
17 December 1973 and 3343 (XXIX) of 17 December 1974, and to make it more
responsive to the requirements of the provisions of the Declaration and the
Programme of Action on the Establishment of a New International Economic Order
as well as those of the Charter of Economic Rights and Duties of States,

Reaffirming its desire to continue the process of restructuring the United
Nations system, of which the results of the work of the Ad Hoc Committee
constitute a valuable initial contribution,

1. Takes note of the report of the Ad Hoc Committee on the Restructuring
of the Economic and Social Sectors of the United Nations System 9/ and expresses
its deep appreciation to the Chairman of the p~ Hoc Committee for the excellent
manner in Which he conducted its work;

2.
contained
follows:

Decides that section VIII, paragraph 5, of the recommendations
in chapter III of the report of the Ad Hoc Committee should read as

"5. The General Assembly should invite the Secretary-General to appoint,
in full conSUltation with Member States, a Director-General for Development
and International Economic Co-operation, at a high level which he determines
as commensurate with the functions outlined below, who, acting under the
authority of the Secretary-General, would effectively assist him in carrying
out his responsibilities as chief administrative officer, under the Charter

9/ Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-second Session,
Suppl;ment No. 34 (A/32/34).

/ ...
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of the United Nations, in the economic and social fields. Accordingly, the
Director-General, under the direction of the Secretary-General, should be
in charge of:

"(a) Ensuring the provlslon of effective leadership to the various
components of the United Nations system in the field of development and
international economic co-operation and in exercising over-all co-ordination
within the system in order to ensure a multidisciplinary approach to the
problems of development on a system-wide basis;

"(b) Ensuring, within the United Nations, the coherence, co-ordination
and efficient management of all activities in the economic and social
fields financed by the regular budget or by extrabudgetary resources. 10/

"In addition, the Secretary-General could entrust to the Director-General
other tasks in areas of responsibility related to the whole of the economic
and social activities of the United Nations. The Director-General should
be appointed by the Secretary-General for a period of up to four years.
He should be provided with the necessary support and resources."

3. Endorses the conclusions and recommendations of the Ad Hoc Committee, as
amended in paragraph 2 above and reproduced in the annex to the present
res olution;

4. Invites the Secretary-General to appoint a Director-General for
Development and International Economic Co-operation as soon as possible,
preferably during the first quarter of 1978;

5. Requests the Secretary-General to implement those recommendations
which are addressed to him, to assist the organs, organizations and bodies involved
in the restructuring process and to report to the General Assembly at its
thirty-third session, through the Economic and Social Council, within the scope
of its competence, at its sixty-fifth session;

6. Invites the Secretary-General to submit to the Economic and Social
Council at its sixty-fourth session a report giving further details on how he
plans to implement the conclusions and recommendations annexed to the present
resolution in the light of comments made 11/ and to seek guidance, as necessary,
on issues requiring further clarificatio~ .

7. Requests all organs, organizations and bodies within the United Nations
system to implement these recommendations within their respective spheres of
competence and to submit progress reports, including plans for further
implementation, to the General Assembly at its thirty-third session through the
Economic and Social Council at its sixty-fifth session;

8. Decides to keep under review the implementation of the above-mentioned
conclusion~-a~d--;ecom~endations.

10/ 'Phis applies equ"lly to all services ano orrans within the United. Nations
Organization without prejudice to their respective spheres of competence or terms
of reference as contained in their relevant legislative mandates.

ll/Comments made in the Ad Hoc Committee, the resumed sixty-third session of
the Economic and Social Council and the current session of the General Assembly.

I . ..
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ANNEX

I. THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

1. The effectiveness of the General Assembly in fulfilling its responsibilities
under the Charter as the supreme organ of the United Nations system in the
economic and social fields should be increased by the following measures:

(a) The Assembly should fully exercise its powers under the Charter to
promote, inter alia, solutions as to international economic, social and related
problems and to that end, to function as the principal forum for policy-making and
for the harmonization of international action in respect of those problems;

(b) The Assembly should concentrate on the establishment of over-all
strategies, policies and priorities for the system as a whole in respect of
international co-operation, including operational activities, in the economic,
social and related fields. It may assign to other forums within the United
Nations system, as necessary, the responsibility for negotiating and submitting
recommendations for action in specific areas;

(c) The Assembly should review and evaluate developments in other forums
within the United Nations system and establish appropriate guidelines for further
action. It may also review and evaluate developments in forums outside the United
Nations system and address recommendations to them.

2. The General Assembly should promote support and assistance to the developing
countries, in the context of measures agreed upon by those countries, for the
purpose of strengthening and enlarging their mutual economic co-operation.

3. The General Assembly should rationalize its methods of work and procedures in
the economic and social fields and, as a first step, should adopt the following
measures:

(a) The Assembly should organize its agenda and allocate the items thereon
in such a way as to achieve a balanced and efficient distribution of items thereon
in the Second and Third Committees, taking due account of the respective functions
of those Committees, the nature of the items concerned, their substantive
interrelationships, and the need to consider questions of economic and social
development in a co-ordinated manner. The Chairmen of the Second and Third
Committees should hold consultations with a view to assisting the General
Committee to that end. Steps should also be taken to improve co-ordination
between the Second and Third Committees, on the one hand, and the Fifth Committee
on the other:

/ ...
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(b) The Second and Third Committees should, within their respective spheres
of ~ompetence, fully utilize the possibility of grouping substantively-related items
un«er one heading for purposes of consideration;

(c) Discussions in the Second Committee should focus on individual items or
groups of items, organized in the manner indicated in (b) above. Such discussions
!MY be held concurrently on more than one item or group of items and should be
addlessed as far as possible to proposals submitted under these items. The
'Committee should set agreed deadlines for the submission of such proposals. These
measures should also be adopted, to the extent applicable, by the Third Committee.

4. Documentation submitted by or on behalf of the Secretary-General to the
Second and Third Committees as well as to other United Nations bodies in the
economic and social fields concerning items on their agenda, should be concise,
action-oriented and in conformity with the relevant general and specific legislative
directives.

II. THE ECONOMIC AJ.'IJD SOCIAL COUNCIL

1. In exercising its functions and powers under the Charter and in fulfilling its
role as set out in the relevant General Assembly and Economic and Social-Council
resolutions, the Council. under the authority of the Assembly or in the performance
of such functions as mBlf be assigned to it by the General Assembly, should
concentrate on its responsibilities:

(a) To serve as the central forum for the discussion of international
economic and social issues of a global or interdisciplinarY nature and the
formulation of policy recommendations thereon addressed to Member States and to the
United Nations system as a Whole;

(b) To monitor and evaluate the implementation of over-all strategies,
policies and priorities established by the General Assembly in the economic, social
and related fields, and to ensure the harmonization and coherent practical
operational implementation~ on an integrated basis~ of relevant policy decisions
and recommendations emanating from United Nations conferences and other forums
within the United Nations system after their approval by the General Assembly and/or
the Economic and Social Council;

(c) To ensure the over-all co-ordination of the activities of the organizations
of the United Nations system in the economic, social and related fields and, to
that end, the implementation of the priorities established by the General Assembly
for the system as a whole;

(d) To carry out comprehensive policy reviews of operational activities
throughout the United Nations system, bearing in mind the need for balance,
compatibility and conformity with the priorities established by the General Assembly
for the system as a whole.

2. In discharging these responsibilities, the Economic and Social Council should
bear in mind the importance of assisting in the preparation of the work of the
General Assembly in the economic, social and related fields so that the Assembly
may give timely and effective attention to the substantive issues reQuiring
consideration. Such preparation should include the drawing up, for consideration
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by the Assembly, of Buggestions regarding the latter's documentation and .
organization of work in the economic and social fields, as well as of recommendat10ns
for action by the Assembly on substantive issues.

3. The Economic and Social Council should org~~ize its work on a biennial basis
and provide for shorter but more frequent SUbject-oriented sessions spread .
throughout the year, except when the General Assembly is in ~ession. S~ch .sess10ns
of the Council should be scheduled for the purpose, inter al1a, of cons1der1ng
action by the United Nations system in particular sectors, re~ie~ing t~e r~sults
of technical work undertaken in specialized bodies and establ1sh1ng gu1del1nes for
such work, reviewing programme budgets and medium-term plans ,:,ithin th~ ~n~ted
Nations system, and recommending policy guidelines for operat10nal act1v1t1es.
The Council. taking into account the provisions of paragraphs 6 and 7 below.
should identify subject areas on which such sessions should be held.

4. In formulating its biennial progr8lllllle of work, the Economic and Social Council
should identifY the issues Which will require priority consideration, decide on the
schedule and agenda for its SUbject-oriented sessions and determine the manner in
which substantively-related issues on its agenda should be grouped together under
one heading for purposes of consideration. The Council mao', in modification of its
programme, decide on ad hoc arrangements, including in particular the convening of
special sessions, to deal with emerging problems meriting special or urgent
international attention. In formulating its programme, the Council should take into
account the possibility of transmitting certain of the reports submitted through it
to the General Assembly without debate.

5. At such times as may be decided upon by its members, the Economic and Social
COllilCil should also hold periodic meetings at the ~inisterial or other sufficiently
high level, to review major issues in the world economic and social situation.
Such meetings should be effectively prepared and should concentrate on important
policy areas justifYing high-level participation.

6. In the light of the foregoing and in order to ensure that the subject areas
referred t~ in paragraph 3 above are given the most effective and informed
consideration possible within the broad context of the tasks indicated in
paragraph 1, the Economic and Social Council should assume to the maximum extent
possible direct responsibility for performing the functions of its subsidiary
bodies; these bodies would accordingly be discontinued or their terms of reference
redefined and/or regrouped. Subject to the provisions of section IV, paragraph 9,
the regional commissions should continue in being.

7. On the basis of the foregoing the following measures should be adopted by
the Council not later than the end of 1978 in respect of its expert and advisory
groups, its standing committees and the functional. commissions. The Council should
give high priority to this task in formulating its programme of work.

(a) The discontinuance of the expert and advisory bodies of the Council unless
the Council takes affirmative action to renew and redefine their mandates and
where appropriate to set deadlines for the completion of their activities;

/ ...
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(b) The thorough streamlining, including discontinuance as appropriate, of
the standing intergovernmental committees;

(c) The redefinition and regrouping, On the basis of their substantive and
methodological interrelationships, of the terms of reference of the functional
commissions, or the assumption by the Council in appropriate instances. of direct
responsibility for their work;

(d) The assumption by the Council of direct responsibility for carrying out
the preparatory work for ad hoc conferences ~onvened by the Council itself and, as
appropriate, by the General Assembly, without prejudice to arrangements already
agreed upon for conferences currently under preparation.

8. The Economic and Social Council should to the maximum extent possible refrain
from establishing new subsidiary bodies; it should make every effort to meet the
need for any new bodies by holding subject-oriented sessions as provided for in
paragraph 3 above. For their part subsidiary bodies of the Council should refrain
from creating new subordinate sessional or intersessional groups without the prior
concurrence of the Council.

9. (a) In the light of paragraphs 6 and 7 above, all States Members of the
United Nations wishing to participate in the work of the Economic and Social
Council should be enabled to do so to the fullest possible extent. In addition
consideration should be given to ways and means of making the Economic and Social
Council fully representative. ~/ Where the Council decides in the context of the
measures envisaged in paragraph 7 above to regroup the terms of reference of
particular SUbsidiary bodies, it should also give consideration to the possibility
of such regrouping being accompanied by an increase· in the memberShip of the
reconstituted body/bodies;

(b) The Council should continue to invite non-member States to participate
in its deliberations on any matter of particular concern to them.

10. The Secretary-General and the executive heads of the organizations of the
United Nations system should participate more actively in the deliberations of the
Economic and Social Council and should provide full assistance to the Council in
accordance with the relevant general and specific legislative directives.

11. The Economic and Social Council should examine and improve its consultative
relationships with the non-governmental organizations, taking fully into account
the provisions of the Declaration and Programme of Action on the Establishment
of a New International Economic Order. The Council should also make recommendations
for the rationalization and harmonization of conSUltative relationships with the
non-governmental organizations by the organizations of the United Nations system
as a whole and in the context of ad hoc world conferences. £I

":../ For reservations and interpretative statements regarding this formulation,
see Official Records of the General Assembl , Thirty-second Session Su lement
No. 34 A/32/34), annex 11.

Q! For interpretative statements regarding this paragraph, see Official Records
of the General Assembly, Thirty-~econd Session, Supplement No. 34 (A/32/34),
annex 11.
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III. OTHER UNITED NATIOIJS FORUMS FOR NEGOTIATIONS, INCLUDING THE UNITED NATIONS
CONFERE:1CE ON TRADE AilD DEVELOPllENT AND OTHER UNITED NATIm,S ORGANS AND
PROGRAMMFS, THE SPECIALIZED AGENCIES, Cl THE INTERNATIONAL ATOMIC ENERGY AGENCY
AND AD HOC HORLD CONFERENCES -

1. All United Nations organs, progra.rrrrnes, specialized agencies, the
General A.3rer:-ment on Tariffs and Trade, the International Atomic Energy Agency and
,ad hoc world conferences ~ should co-operate in whatever measures are necessary for
the effective discharge of the responsibilities of the General Assembly and the
Economic and Social Council and should, in accordance with the Charter of the United
Nations and within the scope of their respective basic instrument~give full and
prompt effect to their specific policy recommendations.

2. In carrying out their respective mandates, all United Nations organs,
programmes, agencies and ad hoc world conferences should be similarly guided by
the over-all policy framework established by the General Assembly and the Economic
and Social Council, taJdne fully into account the needs and requirements of the
developing countries.

3. In the light of General Assembly resolution 31/159, appropriate measures should
accordingly be taken to enable UNCTAD, within available resources effectively to
play the major role envisaged in illlCTAD resolution 90 (IV), as an organ of the
Assembly for deliberation, negotiation, review and implementation in the field of
international trade and related areas of international economic co-operation,
bearing in mind the need to maintain its close and co-operative relationship with
the Assembly and to co·,operate with the Economic and Social Council in carrying out
the Council's responsibilities under the Charter.

IV. STRUCTURES FOR REGIONAL AND INTERREGIONAL CO-OPERATION

1. The regional commissions should be enabled fully to play their role under the
authority of the General Assembly and the Economic and Social Council as the main
general economic and social development centres within the United Nations system
for their respective regions, having due regard to the responsibilities of the
specialized agencies and other United Nations bodies in specific sectoral fields and
the co-ordinating role of the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) in
respect of technical co-operation activities.

2. Taking into account the special needs and conditions of their respective
regions, they should exercise team leadership and r~sponsibility for co-ordination
and co-operation at the regional level. They may convene periodic meetings, as
necessary, for the purpose of improving the co-ordination bf the relevant econoffiic
and social activities of the United Nations system in their respective regions.

3. Toe regional commissions should provide inputs for the ~lobal policy-making
processes of the competent United Nations organs and should participate fully in
the implementation of the relevant policy and programme decisions taken by these
organs. They should be consulted on the definition of the objectives to be
included in the United Nations medium-term plan covering fields of interest to them,
taking into account the special needs and conditions of their respective regions.

cl It is the understanding of the Ad Hoc Committee that the General Agreement
on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) is treated by the United Nations as a d_,,--f'.acto
specialized agency (see, inter alia, E/SR.1973).
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4. Subject to such guidance as ma,v be provided by the Governments concerned and
without prejudice to membership of regional bodies concerned, the organizations of
the United Nations system should take early steps to achieve a common definition of
regions and subregions and the identical l~c~tion of regional and subregional
offices.

5. Relations bet"een regional commissions and the organizations of the United
Nations system should be strengthened. Close co-operation with the United Nations
Development Programme should be established and appropriate arrangements be made to
enable the regional commissions to participate actively in operational activities
carried out through the United Nations system, including the preparation of
intercountry pror.rarr~es, as may be required, in their respective regioud. Without
prejudice to the special needs and conditions of each region, and taking into
account the plans and priorities of the Governments concerned, the General. Assembly
and the Economic and Social C01illCil should take measures to enable them to function
expeditiously as executing agencies for intersectoral, subregional t regional and
interregional projects and in areas which do not fall within the purview of the
sectoral responsibilities of specialized agencies and other United Nations bodies,
other sUbregional, regional and interregional projects.

6. The regional commissions concerned should assist developing countries at the
request of the Governments concerned in identifYing projects and preparing
programmes for the promotion of co-operation among those countries. Taking fully
into account the relevant global policy decisions of the competent United Nations
organs, the regional commissions concerned should intensifY their efforts, with
the assistance of the competent organizations of the United Nations system and at.
the request of the Governments concerned, to strengthen and enlarge economic
co-operation arrnng the developing countires at the subregional, regional and
interregional levels.

7. As a means of promotinG more effective interregional co-operation, the
regional commissions should strengthen and, as appropriate, expand existing
arrangements for the continuous exchange between them of information and experience.
Such arrangements may include the holding of periodic intersecretariat meetings,
utilizing existing machinery as far as possible for that purpose.

8. In order to enable them effectively to discharge the responsibilities
indicated in the preceding paragraphs, the necessary authority should be delegated
to the regional commissions and, to the same end, adequate budgetary and financial
provision should be made for their activities.

9. Taking into account the special needs and conditions of their respective
resions and bearing in mind the objectives set forth above, the regional
commissions should rationalize their structures, inter alia, by streamlining
their subsidiary machinery.

V. OPERATIONAL ACTIVITIES OF THE UNITED NATIONS SYSTEM

1. Restructuring measures in respect of the operational activit es of the
United Nations system for development should serve to promote the 'tchievement of
the following objectives:

(a) A real increase in the flow of resources for such activ, "ies on a
predictable, continuous and assured basis~

I . ..
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(b) The assis"ance provided should be in conformity with the national
objectives and priorities of the recipient countries,

(c) The orientation of these activities and the allocation of available
resources for these activities to fully reflect the over-all strategies, policies
and priorities of the General Assembly and the Economic and Social Council,

(d) The achievement of optimum efficiency and the reduction of administrative
costs with a consequent increase in the proportion of resources available to meet
the assistance requirements of recipient countries.

2. In carrying out the comprehensive policy review of operational activities for
development, as provided for in section II, paragraph 1 (d), the Economic and Social
Council should be guided by the objectives outlined in paragraph 1 above.

3. With these objectives in view and as a first step, with future steps to be
determined by the General Assembly, integration measures as outlined in the
following paragraphs should be gradually undertaken, under the authority of the
Secretary-General wherever appropriate, in respect of existing United Nations
programmes and Funds for development financed by extrabudgetary resources. The
implementation of these measures should be carried out under the gUidance of the
General Assembly and the Economic and Social Council particularly bearing in mind,
firstly that a major premise underlying such integration is that it will s.timulate
SUbstantially higher levels of voluntary contributions to operational activities for
development, and secondly that it should accordingly be carrieo forward with due
regard to the current levels of such voluntary contributions. The resources, aims
and objectives of each programme, as reflected in existing programmes and Funds,
should remain clearly identified.

4. Without prejudice to other arrangements for mobilizing ,additional funds for
particular programmes through other measures or from other sources and subject to
provision being made for the earmarking of contributions for specific programmes,
there should be held a single annual United Nations Pledging Conference for all
United Nations operational activities for development. In preparing for the
Pledging Conference the Secretariat should make available to Governments information
concerning previous (and current) contributions for the various programmes from
Governments and other sources.

5. Measures should be taken to achieve maximum uniformity of administrative,
financial, budgetary, personnel, and planning procedures (including the establishment
of a common procurement system, harmonized budget and programme cycles, a unified
personnel system, a common recruitment and training system).

6. At the country level, there should be improved coherence of action and
effective integration, in accordance with the objectives and priorities of the
Government concerned, of the various sectoral inputs from the United Nations
system. The United Nations Development Programme country-programming process ~/
should be utilized as a frame of reference for the operational activities carried
out and financed by the organizations of the United Nations system from their own
resources.

£/ See para•• 1-5 of the annex to resolution 2688 (XXV) of 11 December 1970.

/ ...
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7. On behalf of the United Nations system, over-all responsibility for, and
co-ordination of, operational activities for development carried out at the
country level should be entrusted to a single official to be designated taking
into account the sectors of particular interest to the countries of assignment,
in consultation with and with the consent of the Government concerned, who should
exercise team leadership and be responsible for evolving, at the country level,
a multidisciplinary dimension in sectoral development assistance programmes.
These tasks should be carried out in conformity with the priorities established
by the competent national authorities and with the assistance, as necessary, of
joint interagency advisory groups. Subject to the requirements of individual
countries, steps should be taken to unify the country offices of the various
United Nations organizations.

8. In the context of the foregoing, consideration should be given by the
General Assembly to the establishment of a single governing body responsible
for the management and control, at the intergovernmental level, of United Nations
operational activities for development. e/ This body should replace the existing
governing bodies. Its composition should be such as to ensure a wide, equitable
and balanced representation.

9. Steps should be taken to ensure adequate developing country representation
at the executive management and other central decision-making levels of
secretarial structures in the area of operational activities for development of
the United Nations system.

VI. PLANNING, PROGRAMMING, BUDGETING AND EVALUATION

To enhance the effectiveness of the planning, progra~ming, budgetary and
evaluation processes within the United Nations system:

1. The competent intergovernmental bodies charged with programming and
budgeting should develop thematic approaches with a view to ensuring the
implementation, by the Secretariat units concerned, of the over-all priorities
established by the General Assembly;

2. The Committee for Programme and Co-ordination should fully discharge its
responsibilities, in accordance with its terms of reference, as the main SUbsidiary
organ of the Economic and Social Council and the General Assembly for planning,
programming and co-ordination. In discharging those responsibilities, it should
also assist the Council and the Assembly in supervising, reviewing and carrying
out, as appropriate, evaluation exercises in respect of the activities of the
United Nations, particularly those having system-wide implications. Furthermore, it
should consider and make recommendations regarding the establishment and
harmonization of medium-term plans and programmes, including the concepts on which
they are based;

£J It is agreed that the United Nations Environment Programme, the United
Nations Children's Fund and the World Food Programme are to be excluded.

/ ...
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3. In addition, the Committee should in the light of the perspective indicated
above formulate recommendations, for consideration by the Council and the
Assembly, on the relative priorities of United Nations programmes; in this context
sUbsidiary intergovernmental and expert bodies should accordingly refrain from
making recommendations on the relative priorities of the major programmes as
outlined in the medium-term plan, and should instead propose, through the
Committee, the relative priorities to be accorded to the various subprogrammes
within their respective fields of competence;

4. The Corr~ittee for Programme and Co-ordination should make such further
improvements in its programme and methods of work as would facilitate the full
discharge of the above-mentioned responsibilities. The General Assembly and the
Economic and Social Council should, in the light of experience, keep under
continuous review the terms of reference of the Committee;

5. Measures should be taken to improve the effectiveness of internal
evaluation procedures in respect of programme implementation. Appropriate methods
should also be developed in order to ~s8ist the competent intergovernmental bOdies,
with the assistance as required of the Joint Inspection Unit, in carrying out their
responsibilities for external evaluation;

6. The organizations of the United Nations system should intensify their
efforts to develop harmonized budget presentations and a common methodolOgy of
programme classification and description of content. They should synchronize their
programme budget cycles and provide full and compatible information on
extrabudgetary resources in their programme budgets;

7. These organizations should work out without further delay solutions to the
timing and technical problems which are impeding the effective application of
the existing procedures for prior consultation on work programmes in order that the
competent governing bodies may be enabled to take full account of the results
thereof before approving such programmes. In the same context, vigorous steps
should be taken towards joint programming in related programme areas;

8. These organizations should intensify their work on the elaboration of
medium-term plans, including the problems of methodology, procedure and the
harmonization of plan cycles. In addition, the procedures for prior consultation
should be applied to these plans with a view to establishing an increasing measure
of joint planning in areas of mutual concern and eventually to system-wide
medium-term planning;

9. Measures should be taken to facilitate representation by States members
of the Committee for Programme and Co-ordination at a high level of expertise and
to ensure the continuity of such representation. To this end, and SUbject to the
review envisaged in paragraph 9 of General Assembly resolution 31/93, the payment
by the United Nations of the travel and per diem expenses of one representative of
each State member of the Committee should be continued;

/ ...
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10. In exercising its responsibilities as defined by the relevant General
Assembly resolutions, the Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary
Questions should be guided by the priorities of the General Assembly and the
Economic and Social Council. To ensure more equitable representation, particularly
for the interests of the developing countries, the size of the Advisory Committee
should be increased to at least 16"

11. There should be close co-operation between the Committee for Programme
and Co-ordination and the Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary
Questions and they should work out appropriate arrangements for maintaining
continuous contact. The two Committees should so organize their respective
programmes of work as to facilitate the discharge of the foregoing tasks; to the
same end the Secretary-General should make the necessary adjustments to the cycle
for the preparation of the relevant documentation and generally ensure compliance
by the Secretariat with the procedures indicated above.

12. Intergovernmental bodies should enforce existing rules concerning the
submission of programme-budget implications of proposals submitted to them. To the
extent possible, a statement of prograrr~e-budget implications should be available
in writing during the consideration of proposals and normally not later than 24
hours before the approval of the proposals concerned. Such statements shall
indicate, as appropriate, related programmes already included in the relevant
medium-term plan, the percentage increase in the expenditures of the Secretariat
units concerned and the resources which could be released from any programme
elements which have become obsolete, of marginal usefulness or ineffective. If in
the course of a session two or more statements of programme-budget implications
have been sUbmitted, the Secretary-General shall sUbmit, at the conclusion of the
session, a summary of such statements containing aggregate figures.

VII. INTERAGENCY CO-ORDINATION

1. Interagency co-ordination at the intergovernmental level should be governed
by the policy guidelines, directives and priorities established by the General
Assembly and, under its authority, by the Economic and Social Council in the
exercise of their over-all responsibilities as outlined in sections I and 11.

2. At the intersecretariat level, interagency co-ordination should aim at
effectively assisting in the preparatory work for intergovernmental decisions, in
the implementation of such decisions, and in their translation into mutually
complementary or joint programme activities. To that end, it should integrate into
a coherent whole the relevant expertise and inputs of the organizations of the
United Nations system. It should also be a built-in element of the sUbstantive
support to be provided to the intergovernmental bodies concerned for the discharge
of their policy-making functions as well as an intergral part of intersecretariat
arrangements for policy and programme execution.

3. On the basis of the foregoing, interagency co-ordination at the
intersecretariat level should concentrate on the following tasks:

I . ..
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(a) Preparing, in compliance with the relevant general and specific
legislative directives, concise and action-oriented recommendations for
consideration by the intergovernmental bodies concerned;

(b) Concerting in an effective manner the implementation in accordance
with paragraph 1 of section III by United Nations organs, programmes and
agencies concerned of policy guidelines, directives and priorities emanating
from the General Assembly and the Economic and Social Council;

(c) Developing the co-operative and, wherever possible, the joint planning
and programming, as well as the co-ordinated execution, of programme activities
decided upon at the intergovernmental level.

4. Interagency co-ordination at the intersecretariat level should be pursued
with full respect for the competence, where relevant, of the regional commissions
as outlined in section IV. In the field, such co-ordination should be pursued in
conformity with the objectives and priorities of the Government concerned and
should be supportive of the local co-ordination arrangements established by that
Government.

5. The machinery for interagency co-ordination at the intersecretariat level
should centre on the Administrative Committee on Co-ordination under the leadership
of the Secretary-General. SUbject to the guidance and supervision of the Economic
and Social Council, that machinery should be streamlined and reduced to a minimum;
except where the discharge of permanent functions necessitates the retention of
continuing machinery, maximum use should be made of flexible, ad hoc arrangements
designed to meet the specific requirements of the intergovernmental bodies
concerned and geared to the policy-making and programming processes of the General
Assembly and the Economic and Social Council. In the light of these
considerations, steps should be taken to merge the Environment Co-ordination Board
(ECB), the Inter-Agency Consultative Board (IACB) and the UNIDO Advisory Committee
with the Administrative Committee on Co-ordination, which should assume their
respective functions.

6. The agenda, functioning and reporting systems of the Administrative Committee
on Co-ordination should be adjusted to respond fully and promptly to the priority
concerns, specific requirements and programme of work of the General Assembly and
the Economic and Social Council. The reporting schedules of the Administrative
Committee on Co-ordination should be reorganized so as to conform to the meetings
calendar of the intergovernmental bodies concerned. Under the authority of the
Secretary-General, the executive secretaries of the regional commissions should be
enabled fully and effectively to participate in the work of the Administrative
Committee on Co-ordination on matters of concern to their respective commissions.

7. Arrangements should be made to improve communication between the
Administrative Committee on Co-ordination and the intergovernmental bodies
concerned, inclUding wider access to the results of the relevant Administrative
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COIT@ittee on Co-ordination discussions by these bodies on matters of concern to
them. As necessary, mutually convenient procedures should be worked out to enable
the Chairman or desienated representative of any of these bodies to be associated
in an appropriate manner with Administrative Committee on Co-ordination
discussions of particular concern to that body.

8. The review by the Economic and Social Council of the relationship agreements
between the United Nations and the specialized agencies should be guided, inter
alia, by the need to ensure that the agencies give full and prompt effect in
accordance with the Charter of the United Nations and within the scope of their
respective basic instruments to the recommendations made by the General Assembly
and the Council for the co-ordination of their pOlicies and activities.

9. The powers of the General Assembly under Article 17 paragraph 3 of the
Charter should be ~ully exercised in the interests of system-wide co-ordination,
particularly in the context of the establishment of over-all priorities and in
relation to administrative and budgetary issues of broad applicability.
Appropriate arrangements to assist the General Assembly in that regard should be
made '.Jy the Economic and Social Council, the Committee for Programme and
Co-ordination and the Advisory Committee for Administrative and Budgetary
Questions.

VIII. SECRETARIAT SU~~ORT SERVICES

The recommendations in this section represent guidelines, the detailed
implementation of which the Secretary-General would carry out in exercise of his
powers under the Charter.

1. In the economic and social sectors, the United Nations Secretariat should be
restructured so as effectively to meet the requirements and the policy directives
of the General Assembly and the Economic and Social Council, and in the context of
the purposes stated in Article 1, paragraphs (3) and (4), as well as of the
provisions of Articles 100 and 101 of the Charter, to take fully into account in
particular the development re~Jirements of the developing countries.

2. In support of the relevant inter~overnmentalbodies, the United Nations
Secreta.riat should concentrate on the following functions:

(a) Interdisciplinary research and analysis, drawing as necessary upon all
relevant parts of the United Nations system. On the basis of the relevant
legislative authority~ this function includes:

(i) Preparing, on a regular basis, global economic and social surveys
and projections to assist the General Assembly and the Economic and
Social Council in the discharge of their responsibilities as set out
in sections (i) and (ii);

/ ...
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(ii) Undertaking in-depth intersectoral analyses and syntheses of
development issues~ in close collaboration with those ele~ents of
the United Nations system engaged in similar work, and takins into
account relevant work in the various sectoral components of the
United Nations system~ and preparing concise and action-oriented
recommendations on those issues in accordance with the requirements
of the General Assembly and the Economic and Social Council, for
consideration by those organs;

(iii) Identifying and bringing to the attention of Governments emerging
economic and social issues of international concern.

This function would accordingly cover 9 ~nter alia, the provision of substantive
support services for the work of the Committee for Development Planning.

(b) Cross-sectoral analysis of programmes and plans in the economic and
social sectors of the United Nations system with a view to mobilizing and
integrating at the planning and programming stages, the inputs and expertise of
the organizations of the United Nations system for the following tasks:

(i) Concerting in an effective manner the implementation of policy
guidelines, directives and priorities emanating from the General
Assembly and the Economic and Social Council;

(ii) Developing the co-operative and, wherever possible, joint planning
of programme activities decided upon at the intergovernmental level,
with a view to system-wide medium-term planning at the earliest
possible time.

This function would accordingly cover~ inter alia~ the provls1on of substantive
support services for the relevant work of the Committee for Programme and
Co-ordination and the Administrative Committee on Co-ordination.

(c) Substantive support for technical co-operation activities in economic
and social sectors which are not covered by other United Nations organs, programmes
or specialized agencies. These functions include, inter alia 5 the provision of
technical expertise in the formulation, implementation and evaluation of country
and intercountry programmes and of specific projects; the provision of direct
advisory assistance to Governments; the development of training materials and
support of training institutions.

(d) Management of technical co-operation activities carried out by the
United Nations in respect of:

(i) Projects under the regular programme for technical assistance;

(ii) Projects of the United Nations Development Programme for which the
United Nations is the executing aBency;
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(iii) Projects financed by voluntary contributions from Governments and
other external donors including funds in trust.

(e) Provision~ on an integrated basis~ of technical secretariat services for
the Committee for Pro~ramme and Co-ordination, the Economic and Social Council,
the General Assembly, ad hoc conferences and intersecretariat co-ordination
machinery; this function includes organizing and co-ordinatin~ the provision by the
Secretariat units concerned of substantive support services, particularly
documentation, as required by the above-mentioned bodies; ensurin~ that the
substantive units concerned are informed of relevant developments in the work of
these bodies, includin~ resolutions and decisions adopted by them; and ensuring
that these bodies are kept informed of action being taken in response to their
decisions by the Secretariat units concerned.

(fl Hithout prejudice to the function defined in subparagraph (a) above, and
in response to directives from the relevant inter~overnmentalbodies, research,
includinG the collection of relevant data, and analysis in those economic and
social sectors that do not fall within the purview of other United Nations organs,
prograrr®es~ and specialized agencies~

3. In vie.' of their particularly close substantive and methodological
relationship, the functions defined in paragraphs 2 (a) and 2 (b) should be
clustered together in accordance with a programme of phased implementation. In the
same context, the functions defined in paragraphs 2 (c) and 2 (d) should also be
clustered together in a separate organizational entity in accordance with a
prograrr@e of phased implementation. The function defined in paragraph 2 (e) should
be treated as a distinct function in a senarate organizational entity. The
Secretary-General should deploy the function in subparagraph (f) to the clusters of
functions defined in subparagraphs (a) and (b) or (c) and (d) respectively on the
basis of the SUbstantive, practical and methodological relationships inVOlved, and
allmring for the possibility of deploying appropriate elements to the regional
commissions.

1,. The clustering of functions indicated in paragraph 3 above should be
accompanied by a thorough rationalization and streamlining of the capabilities of
the orsanizational units concerned, including the redeployment, as necessary, of
their staff resources.

5. The General Assembly should invite the Secretary-General to appoint, in full
consultation with Member States, a Director-General for Development and
International Economic Co-operation, at a high level which he determines as
commensurate with the functions outlined belOW, who, acting under the authority of
the SecretarJ-General, would effectively assist him in carrying out his
responsibilities as chief administrative officer, under the Charter of the United
Nations in the economic and social fields. Accordingly, the Director-General,
under the direction of the Secretary-General, should be in charge of:

(al Ensuring the provision of effective leadership to the various components
of the United Nations system in the field of development and international economic
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co-operation and in exercISIng over-all co-ordination within the system in order
to ensure a multi disciplinary approach to the problems of development on a system­
lride basis;

(b) Ensuring, within the United Nations, the coherence, co-ordination and
efficient management of all activities in the economic and social fields financed
by the regular budget or by extrabudc;etary resources. lj

In addition, the Secretary-General could entrust to the Director-General other
tasks in areas of responsibility related to the whole of the economic and social
activities of the United Nations. The Director-General should be appointed by the
Secretary-General for a period of up to four years. He should be provided with the
necessary support and reSOurces.

16. The Second Committee also reco~~ends to the General Assembly the adoption of
the following draft decision:

The General Assembly takes note of the report of the Economic and Social
Council on the rationalization of its work, 12/ as called for by Assembly
resolution 33l~1 (XXIX) of 17 December 1974. -

f/ This applies equally to all services and organs within the United Nations
Organization without prejudice to their respective spheres of competence or terms
of reference as contained in their relevant legislative mandates.

~_~/To be issued as Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-secon~

Session, Supplement No. 3A (A/32/3/Add.l) , part v.


