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The meeting was called 'to order at 3.20 p.m.

STATE11ENTS BY NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS (continued)

The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from Spanish): To continue the business

we began this morning,an this day de·,oted to listening to statements made by

the representatives of non-goverl~ental organizations, I call on the first

speaker at this afternoon's meeting, the representative of the Organization

()f Traditional Religions of Africa, the Rev. Ony-ioha.

Rev. OI~IOHA (Organization of Traditional Relig~ons of Africa):

Permit me to preface my short address, 'tvhich is merely an extract from a

22-page paper which I have already handed to the Chief of the. Non-Governmental

Organizations Section of the United Nations for circulation to representatives,

with expressions of gratitude to the United Nations General Assembly first,

for convening this special session devoted to the very iJ!lportant..question

of world disarmament; and, secondly, for allOioring non~governmental representatives,

nf whom I am one~ to speak. My gratitude goes also to the Preparatory Committee

for the great pains and mental exertion that produced the draft final document

on which the deliberations of this disarmament session are based.

I attended the opening meeting o~ this session of the General Assembly

on the afternoon of' 23 May 1978 and listened to what I would call th~ despair~ng

account in which the President of the Assembly revealed that from 1946 until

23 May 1978 the United Nations had adopted some 228 resolutions on world

disarmament which~ given the continuing escalation of the arms race, had proved

abortive. I read the draft final document of the Preparatory Coro.mittee

as published in the Disarmament Times of 27 April 1978 and, si,nce the document

is full of bracketed annotations of contentious and alternative words, clauses

and paragraphs, I, setting the draft against the failures of the past, became

so scared that I began to pray that the document would not in the long run turn

out to be merely another protracted exercise in the semantics of diplomacy,

with nations preferring "COuld", "would ll or "should!' in the clauses of the

document and insisting that their preferences be asterisked and spelt out at
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the foot of every page -. such insistence showing the bewildering extent to which

the nations of the world have not yet achieved aggregatio mentium, a coming

together of minds ,on this vital issue. I knelt and prayed: may the

Governments of 8~l nations of the world not have gathered in this session

under the massive and dizzy heights of the United Nations building just

to kid the "tvorld in this horrific matter of whether mankind should continue

to exist or "")e wiped from the surface of the earth. Me:.y God not allow the

resolutions of this special session to fail in the same way as past United

Nations resolutions have failed. As it is a special session in name, so may

it also be a special session in its aChievements.

By 'YTay of introducing myself, I am a non-governmental representative from

Nigeria representing the Godian religion and the Organization of Traditional

Religions of Africa. Godianism is a philosophical synthesis of blark Africa's

traditional religious behaviours which, first, offers itself as a protective

philosophical umbrella under which the traditional religions of Africa, which

had hitherto been misrepresented by those who do not understand as paganism,

can continue to reform, grow and interact harmoniously without prejudice to

their individual identities and independent existences; and which, beyond

Africa 9 offers itself to all religions of the world as a co-ordinating and

harmonizing .philosophy whose mission on earth is to end religious qua.rrels

and give the world a new civilization of spiritUal balance and everlasting peace.

In paragraph 7 of the section on principles of the draft final document

in the report of the Preparatory Committee, there is a sentence which reads:

"Any State using nuclear and thermonuclear weapons is to be considered

as .•• committing a crime against mankind and c·:i,vilization."

(A/S-lO/l, p. 23)

The question arises, what in fact should the United Nations regard and declare

as the true civilization that would be offended by such nuclear aggression?

This makes the title of my short address, which is "Redefining

civilization as a conceptual approach to world disarmament ll
, very pertinent.
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The question of world disarmament and the security of man on earth :>.s a

question of the human mind. Disarmament presupposes the coming together of the

minds of men; it calls first and foremost for the reorientation of the mind

of man towards peace.

Denouncing ar.mamen~ in resolutions against the proliferation of nuclear

weapons, as the United Nations has been doing all these years, can lead nowhere

011 the road to disarmament and human security. Not even if you reduce the

stockpile of the much-dreaded nuclear weapons from 100 per cent to 1 per cent

can you claim to have made an7. progress towards peace on earth; for as long as

1 per cent of the stockpile of d,estructi',e weapons is lying carelessly somewhere

in a world in which the minds o~ men are poles apart and mutually antagonistic,

man is in danger, because, any time one crazy man - and just now there are

more crazy men than sane ones in this hate-pulverized world - picks up one

u'eapon from the 1 per cent of the stockpile which remains and shoots across

a border, the target shot at feels at once in danger and, for self-preservation,

immediately proceeds to ree.rm in self-defence - and, pronto, the 1vorld is aflame

once more.

On the other hand ro you may have 100 per cent of the stockpile in a big mound

in your back yarl,., but if your mind is not oriented towards war, if your mind

is cultivated for peace, the stockpile will rot away and be of no danger to the

human race, beca.use man has to pick up a weapon to shoot.; the weapons cannot

shoot themselves.

The lament contained on page 11 of the Work Book of the Second VTorld

Conference on Religion and Peace held in 1974 in the Catholic University of

Leuven in Belgium, vrhich I also had the honour to attend, that despite

disarmament deliberations in the United Nations General Assembly since 1946
:ithe arms race has outrun efforts to stop it", is a red light signalling the

need for an immediate dramatic change of approach - indeed, for a conceptual

approach - to the disarmament problem if the world is to survive.

So the hullabaloo over the Strategic Arms Limitation Talks and other

disarmament agreements is chasing shadows, leaving i!he substance severely alone.

Ai;; the present session, therefore, the General Assembly should not engage in

the old exercise of revamping its old resolutions on disarmament which time

has proved worthless.
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~.re must take the opportunity offered by this special session of' the United

Nations General Assembly to redefine civilization for mankind to mean not just

economic opulence or hair-raising technological advancement. You may have all

the luxuries of good living that economic opulence bestows; you may have

journeyed to the moon 10 times; but, if your heart is not so cultivated that

yOll ca.n live in harmony with your fell01oT-men, regardless of creed or colour,

you are simply a brute at heart, the equal of the lower animals, uncivilized.

For, threshed to its basic cob, civilization simply means living together,

and living together presupposes harmony among those who so live together.

It is this harmonious gregariousness that makes man the superior he is of

the lower animals. The moment. the ability of man to live in harmony 10Tith his

fellow-men, regardless of creed or colour, is destroyed, man has become SUb-human,

on the same level as the lower animals, uncivilized.

It would seem that up till now the world, for the past many centuries,

l1a8 been holding the stick of civilization by the wrong end and upside-doW7.1,

with emphasis on technological advancement and economic developmen"l;. In this

misconception of what is civilization the heart of man has been left to rot

away a,lld has become overgrovm with the bush of hate for fellmr men. In this

misconception, too, .some nations have been spitefully categorized as the

third world, without our being told which make up the first world and which

the second world in a world which should be seen as one world. In this

"bushism" of the human heart man has become amoral and gone on a rampage all

over the 1oTorld to ferment trouble and kill in order to enhance his econcmic

interests and flaunt his technological advancement in destruction as the yardstick

for measuring the degree of his civilization.

~'.
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Should this United Nations session redefine true civilization to mean lIa

cultivation of the human heart to live in harmony with. fellow men despite

creed or colour" and declare "as a brute heart equal to ,~he lower animals,

uncivilized, that heart which, despite all its hair-raising technological

advancement and econom~c development, is not so cultivated as to live in harmony

't·dth fellow men despite creed or colour", the United Nations would take 5.

devastating conceptual step towards world disarmament.

For with that kind of declaration from the United Nations to humanity of

what civilization really is, every nation would be forced back to self­

re-examination and self-re-evaluation, to resolve whether, set upon the balance

of this new United Nations interpretation of civilization, it can really pass

as civilized - a self-reassessment that is more likely to compel nations to seek

to outclass one another in the race for world peace than in the race for the

production of larger stockpiles of strategic weapons for the destruction of

God's own creations and the :provocation of unrest all over the world.

This psychological reaction cannot be dOUbted, for, given this new United

Nations concept of civilization, no nation could again brandish weapons 1nth

pride among men and expect to be classified and respected as civilized. Surely

110 nation wou:Ld want, for brandishing weapons, to have itself and its citizens

treated witb contempt in the comity of nations as a bunch of uncivilized brutes.

Under the spell of this United Nations new concept .of civilization, the

super-Powers would find it more rewarding to divert the mar.;,- billions in money

they have been burning for the production of nuclear armaments and in space

research to the production of more food to eat, clothing and shelter from the

badgerings of weather for the poor millions of human beings all over the world

now dying every day from hunger, and to develop the so-called under-developed

third world.

To cap this redefinition of civilization, the United Nations should

institute a trophy of civilization that would be awarded to any nation that had

been watched over a period of five years and had been seen to have given its

citizens domestic peace and to have contributed largely to international harmony,

so as 'co convert the arms race into a new competition as to which nation would

win the United Nations Trophy of Civilization to become the super-Power of peace
1.-

that would sit on the throne of love among all the nations of the world. F~)r
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until a nation had won the United Nations Trophy of Civili.zation it would
remain regarded as uncivilized. I am convinced that, if the recommenaations of
the Preparatory Committee are pursued under the shadow of such a United Nations
declaration as to what constitutes true civilization, the world would be mentally
prodding itself towards total disarmament, consciously or unconsciously, more
than it has ever done in the past.

For years now the world has been run on the ideologies of the white European
world which, though it is painful, we must admit have been valueless because of
the chaos they have inflicted upon our tumultuous world. An African proverb
says, "Knowledge and wisdom are a big forest which r£o one person can contain. li

Surely the European forest of wisdom does not contain all the answers to the
world is problems. ~ve even seem now to have exhausted all it can offer and to be
cascading downhill in retrogression to barbarism. For many years now old Africa's
forest of wisdom has remained nt'lect,edand unexplored by humanity for what it
could yield in the interest of world peace.

I have come to this specia~ session of the General Assembly of the United
Nations devoted to disarmament to invite all human races to the hitherto neglected
but virgin forest of Afl'ican wisdom and experience for explo::ration. For through
the mist of the throes of the present chaos in which the world is now tormented
I can see the light of a new world flickering in the da~- ness of black Africa.
Let us turn to Africa and reach that light of the new w'orld.

There must be no more pretences. We must now admit it. What hitherto we
have flaunted, with pride and contempt for everybody around as Western civilization
has collapsed. The world is once more in the darkness of conflicts. The dark age
of vandalism is once more with us.

True, Western civilization has bestowed on man economic opulence and
advanced technological know-how. But it has, on the other hand, churned the
heart of man dry of the milk of human kindness and made man a wolf to his fellow
man, to the chagrin of world peace. Of what value, then, is civilization, if it
cannot make man live in harmony with his fellow man?

For all these reasons I put this suggestion of redefining civilization to the
United Nations for adoption as one positive conceptual approach to world disarmament.
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I hold that no declaration by this session on disarmament could be more heart­

piercing, more conscience-tormenting and more heart-possessing than this.

The CHAIRJ.I,1AN (interpretation from Spanish): The next speaker is the.
representative of the Pugwash Conferences on Science and World Affairs,

Mr. Bernard Feld.

~~. FELD (Pugwash Conferences on Science and World Affairs): Twenty-one

years ago, in the Canadian village of Pugwash, a small band of scientists and

scholars from 10 countries met to consider how to avert nuclear war. This was

the beginning of the Pugwash Movement, which now comprises thousands of scientists

from all over the worlc. - cast and west, north and south.

It is more than two decades since the famous appeal by Albert Einstein,

Bertrand Russell and their distinguished colleagues which warned us that mankind

had reached the stage where liwe must face a stark, dreadful and inesca..pable

choice bet10Teen the renunciation of nuclear weapons (and of war itself) and the

future continuation of the human race". Today, as I speak 'to you 011 behalf of thE:~

the Pugwash Movement, the danger is ~',;~en greater than it was then.

The great majority of people alive today were not even yet born 33 years ago

when two atomic bombs, in each case a single bomb dr9Pp~d by a lone aircraft,

completely annihilated two Japanese cities together 1vith their inhabitants. MoE'

people, and indeed most nations of the world, now think, when they think about

the problem"at all, that nuclear war is not possible, that Hiroshima and Nagasaki

could never happen again.

~Te pray they may be right. But what is the real situation? Today, in 1978,

f!ix nations have already demonstrated their ability to wage nulcear war. The

United States and the Soviet Union alone, the two so-called super-Powers, together

possess more than 50,000 nuclear bombs having an explosive power ranging from a

fraction of the destructive force of the Hiroshima and Nagasaki weapons up to

bombs of more than 1,000 times the explosive intensity of those horrible but

primitive instruments of death.

An all~out nuclear ,iar today between the two super-Powers would annihilate

the populations and destroy the treasure of both nations - and this is irrefutably

true, irrespective of any measures, offensive, protective or otherwise, that either
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of' the two giants is abl,e to take. Both countries would for all pra.~tical

purposes cease to exist. But that is far from 'i;he who:';"e story. The lethal

radio-activity~ carried by the prevailing winds well beyond the borders of the

victim nations, vTould take a toll of many tens of millions of innocents throughout

the northern hemisphere. And yet the devastation ~'1Ould not be confined to the

countries of the northern hemisphere alone.
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Radioactivity, spread throughout the globe by stratospheric air

currents, would eventually rain ~O'nl on all peoples, everywhere, from the

arctic tundra to the vast continent of the Antarctic, not intense enough

to be lethal to all , it is true, but enough to claim. a vast toll through.
radiation-connected diseases in this generation, and incalculable damage

to future generations in hereditary malformity and lethal mutations.

Not enough is known about the effect of such a large genetic load to be

able to say at this time whether the survival of the species would thus be

placed at risk, but there is no doubt that the sufferings would be fantastic

and the risk very great indeed.

Yet what to me at least is even more frightening is tha.t the current

and anticipated rates of accumulation of materials capable of being made

into nuclear weapons - through peaceful nuclear fission energy progrwmnes

in addition to military programmes - are such that by the end of this century,

enough w'eapons material ,·dll be available, and perhaps a sufficient number of

w'eapons as well, for their use in an all-out nuclear war to guarantee the

elimination of the human species from the entire earth.

Admi'ctedly, I have presented an extreme picture. It is difficult to

believe that .,e, the human race, could be so short-sighted, so stupid as to

put ourselves knowingly into the kind of jeopardy I have jUE>t described. But

humankind has got itself into serious trouble before - through pride, through

misplaced national Chauvinistic sentiments, through greed, through thoughtlessness,

through accident, through stupidity and through the madness of false prophets.

If the weapons are around, the danger of their being used, no matter how

small, is too large a danger for us to tolerate.

But it is not enough just to talk about disarmament, nuclear disarmament or any

other kind. 't'le have been talking nuclear disarmament for 30 years, and the

stockpiles continue to grow and the weapons continue to proliferate.
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A journey of a thousand miles, desperately as that journey ma:y bE?

needed, still must begin with single steps. We of the Pugwash movement

believe that such steps, so long as they move us resolutely in the

right direction, are not only essential, they are also possible. We have

been ~r€6cnting and pushing for such steps for many years with small

success, but with success. Pugwash conferences were the first to introduce

the concept of the test ban, and we hope tha.t coon that test ban will become

comprehensive and universal. The cut-off of the production of fissile

materials for nuclear-weapons use is another step which is long overdue, as is the

limitation of budgets. The Non-Proliferation Treaty, which we helped to introduce,

must be strengthened. A recent example of the kind of small step which could

help the move t0wards disarmament is the idea first introduced in the

Pugwash conferences a few years ago and brought to the attention of the

special session of this Assembly by the President of the Republic of France

is that of using modern satellite technology to monitor and improve

d.isarmament prospects and verification possibilities.

Thus the proposals that we have already presented to the Preparatory

Committee for this session, and which we hope will at least be looked at,

considered, and perhaps discussed, even if no definite conclusions are

reached before its deliberations are adjourned, are relatively modest, but

we believe that they are of far-reaching significance,

We draw our inspiration on this occasion from the fact that the one

really successful disarmament measure of this century, relating to the

elimination of a weapon of mass destruction, took almost 50 years of patient

but steady effort. I refer to the treaty banning the production, stockpiling

and use of biological weapons, the lineal descendent of the Geneva Protocol

of 1925. The next step, incidentally, that of the banning of chemical

weapons, is well within our grasp; one of the Pugwash proposals before this

session now, which we have circulated to the Preparatory Committee, relates

to the final and, we hope, imminent achievement of that goal.
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loTith respect to the elimination of nuclea.r weapons, a goal which we

all desire and 'Which we all of course must work for, the aim of our proposal

which we placed before the PreparatoI')" Committee is to build up and to

reinforce the univers~ accept&'1ce of an obviously new tenet of

international morality, that such weapons can never again be used. To us,

the important barrier un which world survival depends is not between good

and bad nuclear weapons - they are all bad; not-between small and large

nuclear weapons - there is no small nuclear weapon; but between the use and the

non-use of nuclea:r weapons, between any nuclear weapon and none ever again.

The purpose of our proposed convention for the renunciation of nuclear

weapons, th~n, is to begin the essential process of building, strengthening and.
reinforcing this barrier to the point that any use of a nuclear weapon will

become unthinkable to all sane and civilized human beings and their Governments.

To accomplish that end, our proposed convention draws simultaneously

on a number of precedents: the nuclear-free zone concept, the pledge of

non-use or threat of use of nuclear weapons against nations adhering to the

convention, and tl:.e concept of D:utl:.al security guare.ntees for non-belligerent

States already embodied in the original idea of the United Nations.

Primarily, our convention attempts to establish a distinct security advantage

in the adoption of and the adherence to the status of membership in a club of

non-nuclear-weapons states.

Unfortunately, I have not enough time on this occasion to explain the

details of our proposed convention for the renunciation of nuclear weapons,

but the idea is simple and straightforward, and for those who have not yet
/

had the opportunity to read and study the proposal, copies of it are available

through the Secretariat.

Allow me to end by recalling a few more of the immortal words from the

manifesto of Albert Einstein and Bertrand Russell that started our Pugwash movement:
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"There lies before us, if we choose, continual progress in happiness,

knowledge, and wisdom. Shall we, instead, choose death, because we

cannot forget our quarrels? We appeal, as human beings to human

beings: remember your humanity, and forget the rest. If you can do

so, the way lies open to a new Paradise; if you cannot, there lies

before you the risk of universal death. 11,

The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from Spanish): I call now on the

General Secretary of the Socialist International, Mr. Carlsson.

Mr. CARLSSON (Socialist International): It is

my privilege to be able to speak on behalf of the Socialist International to

the special session on disarmament of the United Nations. We welcome the

initiative of the non-aligned States which has led to this Conference, and

hope that it will be able to give new impulse to the policy of disarmament.

In this connexion we especially welcome and support the action by our comrades

in Japan in their campaign to collect more than 20 million signatures in

support of their three-point programme against nuclear weapons. We also

welcome the initiat'ive of the International Council of Social Democratic Women

in its efforts to mobilize public opinion in support of disarmament.

In Articles 11 and 26 of the Charter of the United Nations, disarmament

and arms control are referred to as instruments safeguarding world peaee and

security. However, since the United Nations Charter was signed on 26 June 1945,

the international arms race has basically remained unchecked.
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But since 1945 there have also been more thnn 100 initiat.ives ".in:;d

a.t stabilizing 'toTorld peace and 'toTorld security by means of arms control and

cl.isarmament. In some areas it has been possible to come to an arrangement

limiting the arms race. That has led to stabilization in those areas, but

as a consequence the'arms race has been switched to areas for which there are

no such treaties and which are not covered by such negotiations. That applies

in particular to the qUalitative arms race.

So far it has not been possible to negotiate the renunciation of weapon

systems which are not yet available to the other side. Whatever technology

has made it possible to develop has been developed.

New qualitatively superior nuclear weapon systems are being fully

developed and can be introduced at any time. Unless the utmost effort is made

to put a stop to any further qUalitative growth and if instead the qualitative

arms race is continued unhindered right into the 1980s, the States concerned

't·n.ll no longer be able to exercise control. The instruments of crisis

management vn.ll become blunt. Politics and diplomacy are in increasing

danger of losing the race against technology.

't'le have concepts on defence, on arms control and on disarmament; but if

we are honest we have to admit that there is still not a political will strong

enough to enable us to stop the arms race and initiate disarmament. In order

to protect thems.elves, the States have armed to a degree that might cause

rather thanexclude risks of war. Now courage and imagination must be shown

in order to initiate a policy of arms control and eventual disarmament. To

bring that about we need to eliminate causes of distrust and include

in negotiations a dialogue on questions of conflict.

We also need to establish mutual ties of all kinds which make recourse to

force more difficult by being detrimental to the interests of those who apply

it. In this context, it could for example be stated that, if the trend towards

protectionism in the trade policies of major industrial States continued) it

might in the end have an effect vThich would be detrimental to the promotion

of arms control and disarmament. The same applies also if there is no

progress in the development of a new international economic order.
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Further, we need to, develop practices and rules for the controlled and,

a'bove all, peaceful settlement of conflicting interests. A disarmament policy

can be successflu only if the political and psychological causes leading to any

feeling of beinB threatened are investigated, since arms and weapon systems also

are a political reaction to a real or imaginary threat.

The Socialist International is of the opinion that disarmament concepts .

ignoring the basic interests of the two great Powers are bound to fail. For

that reason we want to support the great Powers in the development of a consistent

disarmament policy.. There must be a condition made for that support, however:

that the two Breat Powers show sincerity in promoting disarmament ,and do

not use negotiations on arms control as ~~ excuse for catapulting themselves

into ever higher levels of parallel destructive capacity.

The renunciation of force on which all States - judging from the speeches

at this special session on disarmament - have reached political agreement must

now be put into eff·ect in the military field. The Socialist International

proposes that in this connexion the follolTing problems should be considered.

Competing States and alliances must take it for granted that the other

party is prepared to keep the peace and stop insinuating the opposite. Defence

measures are often the result of an overreaction, and as such influenced by

fear and distrust. ' In order to do avTay 1Yith them an attempt must be continued

to level out unbalanced military capabilities by reducing, rather than

increasing, armaments. The excessive fear of surprise attack which has been

so paramount in the strategic thinking of the two great Powers only serves to

increase the risks through the development of tecllnology.

The demands made upon arms control and disarmament policy must not be

exaggerated. Detente is only possible step by step; for that reason alone

it is not realistic to think that major disarmament steps will be possible in

the initial phase, particularlY in the field of conventional arms.

Further, vTe shall have to give the security concept a realistic dimension.

Security is not only a question of military force but also includes all sorts

of factors which must be taken intc ""1.ccount, such as geographical situation,

economic power and infrastructure. Stability w'ould be achieved only if vTe aimed

at an understanding in the political sphere, if all those factors were taken

into account.
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l'le must also get a".iay from the idea that military potentials can only be

defined in figures. More important than the number of 'WeD.pons and soldiers is

the question of how those potentials can be used politically.

The sUbjective need for security must be given more room in the deliberations.

At the present time ~t would be asking too much to give even an approximate

definition; it is only through continuous talks and negotiations, increasing

in intensity, that it ".'Till be possible to understand the motives which form the

basis of military doctrines and of the structures of armed forces and

organizations.

Also, it is important to develop instruments against t.he qualitative arms

race. In that particular area studies should commence into the redirection of

military research and development. The decision to refrain from producing

the neutron bomb at this stage should, for instance, be ~velcomed as an attempt

at reducing the qUalitative arms race. That decision makes it possible to include

arms options in the negotiating process. Even if that first attempt should not

succeed, a staged plan must give an opportunity to return to negotiations both

during a production phase and during a deployment phase. A political decision

to develop new weapon systems must not automatically lead to their production,

and the decision to produce them must not automaticf'.lly lea(l to their deployment.

All nuclear arms developments must be included in the negotiating process.

This has not been the case so far and therefore it is. possible to continue Q free

and unlimited arms race in the grey zones - a possibility Which has actually b~ccne

a reality and is one of the big dangers of our time.

The problems of converting the economies from armaments to products

covering civil requirements must be overcome to prevent results on arms control

from being delayed ol-Ting to concern about internal pressures. That

conversion must especially benefit States in need of development assistance •

.Any amounts that maY be released from the defence budgets of the industrialized

nations should be fully used to provide such assistance. Their allocation

should be the responsibility of a United Nations body.

A fixed framework for negotiations must be e.stablished. That means that

any further stabilization depends on the ablity and willingness to associate

political problems realistically and to continue negotiating in spite of temporary
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setbacks. It is absolutely necessary to resist pressure to depart from the

factual framework of the agreed subjects to be negotiated or to burden it even

more by linldng it with new problems .., All arms control and disarmament

negotiations on a world-vTide or regional scale ought to be closely linked; no

one element should be separated from any other. Perticular attenticn must be

given to the problem of the international trade in arms. The policy of arms

control must be given a central position both in the internal and the foreign

pOlicies of the States concerned. The appropriate international instruments

will have to be developed for that purpose.

The Socialist International is therefore of the opinion that the United

Nations should have a more influential role in this international negotiating

machinery.
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The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from Spanish): The next speaker is

the representative of the Women t s International Democratic Federation,

Mrs. Valentina. Nikolayeva.-Tereshkova.

Mrs. NIKOLAYEVA-TERESHICOVA (Women t s International Democratic

Federation) (interpretation from Russian): I have the honour to represent

the Women's International Democratic Federation~ a mass-scale organization,

uniting millions upon millions of women on all continents.

The Federation is one of the organizations that have been persistently

advocating the convening of the special session of the United Nations General

Assembly on disarmament. Allow me to express ~ on behalf of all the members

of the Federation, our profound satisfaction over the convening of the

special session and to wish every success to this meeting.

I have the honour and the responsible task of informing the

representatives of the United Nations Membc' countries of the aspirations

and hopes of the women who are consistently working in the Women t s

International Democratic Federation for universal peace, equality of women,

happiness of children, national independence, democracy and social progress.

Women in different countries, representing different nationalities,

professing different ideologies and faiths, and belonging to different

classes and social strata are profoundly alarmed for the lives of their

children and their future. They are brOUght together by the desire to

ensure that an end be put to the arms race, that detente be consolidated

and that war be banished forever from the life of society.

It is becoming increasingly clear today that detente and a lasting

peace are major conditions of social progress and of the resolution of many

problems facing humanity. That is Why the congresses and seminars sponsored

by women t s organizations of different orientation attach priority to the

problems of peace and disarmament.

At the session of the Council of the Women's International Democratic

Federation in Moscow, last May, representatives of 126 women's organizations

from 11.7 countries expressed their profound concern over the continuing arms

race which is escalating beyond precedent. They unanimously concluded that
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the endless piling up of armaments and the development of new, ever more

sophisticated types and systems of weapons of mass destruction were 9.ggravating

the threat of world conflict. They expressed alarm and concern that one day

it might be too late. to curb the arms race and stop the mad rush to the

precipice of war.

Women stressed that in many countries the arms race was one of the

reasons behind the growth of inflation, and vTere both critical and sorry

about the fact that the arms race ~ both nuclear and conventional, consumed

colossal resources, while many countries were faced with such pressing

problems as the need to imp.rove the housing conditions of the working

people and mother-and~childprotection, to build preschool child-care centres,

and to irrprove pUblic education, social welfare and public health. A

reduction in military budgets could markedly speed up the solution of

such problems as the abolition of hunger, disease, illiteracy and uneffiployment,

and also the protection of the environment. Disarmament could make a

favourable impact on the economies of all countries, whatever social and

economic system they belong to. It could help many countries within a

historically short period of time to overcome the economic and cultural

backwardness they inherited from the colonial past.

The arms race today is not only an obstacle to the solution of the

cardinal problems facing all mankind, but also a threat to the very

existence of mankind.

1fomen as mothers and educators will not reconcile themselves to this

situation. Together vdth other mass forces, the women's organizations are

taking an active part in the anti-war movement. They want their voice to

be heard at the special session of the United Nations General Assembly, and

they hope that this session will contribute towards progress on the way to

disarmameJ.tt and the implementation of the objective written into the United

Nations Charter, that is, IIto save succeeding generations from the scourge

of warll.

The members of the lo1omen is International Democratic Federation are

aware of the great danger posed by the continuing arms race and of the
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complex nature of the problems of disarmament~ and are convinced that

J.}ublic forces are capable of influencing further developments and contributing

to"\-rards the establishment of a lasting peace on earth. This is exemplified

by the strong opposition of the world public a.t large to the plans of the

United States Administration for the production and deployment in Western

Europe of a new type of weapon of mass destruction, namely, the neutron bomb.

The Women's International Democratic Federation and its national

organizations have been resolutely oppusing this awesome weapon and will

continue to do so. Nuclear weapons tests must be completely discontinued

in all media and by all those who conduct them. The situation in which

some of the countries continue nuclear weapons tests, ignoring the will of

the peoples and disregarding the harm done to millions, should be abolished.

lole do not wish to view the future with pessimism and we believe that

man who builds weapons also can fight them. Weapons can be banned, taken

away from arsenals and eliminated.

The Women's International Democratic Federation proceeds from the

assumption that "\var cannot be a means of se-ttling international conflicts

in the age of nuclear-missile weapons. The principles of peaceful

co-existence provide the only reasonable base for building relations

between States with different social and economic' systems.

The women of the world have learned with great alarm that at its recent

session the North Atlantic Treaty Organization Council at the summit level

discussed and adopted plans for fresh war preparations for many years to

come, plans for the production of new weapons to destroy human lives.

Enormous resources will again be used for military purposes instead of for

promoting the Cf:!.use of human life and happiness.

Women throughout the world pin great hopes on this meeting. In all

corners of the globe they look forward to the results of this session and)

what is more important, wonder ho"\" the recommendations of the United Nations

will be implemented in practice, in reality. There should be only one

result, namely, the ending of the arms race and a ban on nuclear weapons

tpsts b,y all countries.
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On behalf of millions of women the Women's International Democratic

Federation addresses the participants in the special session of the United

liations General Assembly on disarmament with an urgent appeal to:

Do everything necessary to avert the threat of nuclear 'toTar and to

ensure a halt in the production of all types of nuclear weapons~.

Work for ending the development and production of new types and systems

of weapons of mass destruction, above all, the prohibition of the production

of the neutron bomb;

Reach agreement on specific measures to outlaw all nuclear weapons

tests and to prevent the proliferation of nuclear weapons;

Work for reaching agreement on nuclear disarmament and on the non-use

of force in international relations;

Facilitate the elaboration of an agreement on banning the production

of cr..emical '\'reapons and on eliminating their stockpiles;

Contribute to the achievement of und.erstandings and agreements with

the purpose of ending the development of new conventional weapons of great

destructive force and renouncing the extension of armed forces ana. an

increase in the. conventional armaments of States with a large

military potential;
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Work to reduce the military budgets of St&tes in order to use part of

the means thus saved to meet the needs of the developing countries;

Hork for the peaceful set tlement of all international conflicts;

Urge the Governments of all States to join all treaties and agreements

aimed at limiting the arms race~ ensuring peace and averting the threat of war;

Give fresh impetus to the current talks on disarmament both on a bilateral

and multilateral basis;

Contribute to the earliest possible convening of the worln disarmament

conference.

Allow me once again to wish success to the special session of the United

Nations General Assembly and to express the hope that this representative

forum of Governments will bring nearer the practical implementation of the

objective sought by the peoples of the world~ that is, the achievement of

universal and complete disarmament.

The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from Spanish): The next speaker is the
representative of the Women's International League for Peace and Freedom,

~~s. Ballantyne.

l.frs. BALLAHTYNE (Women's International League for Peace and Freedom): It is

a privilege to address this Assembly~ in response to the recognition by

Governments of the efforts that non-governmental organizations are exerting

towards the achievement of 1vorld disarmament. lTe look forward to ever closer

links with the United Nations organs dealing with the question of disarmament.

I speak on behalf of an organization two of whose leaders have received

the Nobel Peace Prize and I speak in the place of the "ddm-T of another Nobel

Peace Prize laureate, Mrs. Coretta Scott King, who is unable to be here

today because of unavoidable personal circumstances.

Th~ Women's International Lea~ue for Peace and Freedom since 1915 has

consistently pressed for total and universal disarmament and for peace. vTe

appreciate the opportunity to voice our concernE here and hope that this special

session will heed our ur~ent appeal and that of people everywhere for concrete

steps to"rards world disarmament.
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The '\vomen of the '\'1orld are inequitably represented in the councils of'
government and, theref'ore, in this United Nations special session. vTe in the
Homen 's International League f'or Peace anc.. Freedom theref'ore are endeavouring
to speak f'or women and other undp.r~epresentedpeople of the world whose eyes
are upon you and whose f'ate is in your hands: the children so often overlookep.,
the poor so often neglected by Governments which have chosen armament bef'ore
nutriment. vIe speak f'or the af'f'licted majority, many millionl3 of' "Thom suf'f'er,
starve, die - victims of'the arms race, deprived by its costs, threatened by
its dangers, oppressed by its injustices and of'f'ended by its immorality.

The arms race disproportionately victimizes women. Households are the
f'irst af'f'ected by the militarily-indt1.ced inf'lation. W'omen have trouble finding
and keeping jobs because military production is capital- rather than labour­
intensive. The social deficit attributable to excessive military expenditure
includes the f'act that the world's illiterate adult women number 48 per cent
more than men. Nomen who are the water-carriers of' the world see little hope
of' clean or piped water systems while the ,\vorld's spending priorities are so
gravely distorted.

lve believe that war is premeditated, cold-blooded mass murder. It is a
man-made phenomenon and theref'ore can and must be renounced by man. The women
of' the world deeply desire peace. We know that there can be no peace without
disarmament. The goals nations have set in the Programme of' Action f'or the
United Nations Decade f'or Women and f'or the International Year of' the Child
cannot be met without peace and disarmament. The new' international economic
order, so crucial to the lives of' the vast majority of' the world's population,
cannot be implemented while the world's resources go into the wastef'ul and
dangerous arms race.

The people's cry f'or a halt to the arms race and f'or general and complete
disarmament is loud and clear. It is expressed in the recent message to the
special session f'rom the International Non-Governmental Organization
Disarmament Conf'erence held in Geneva this spring, through which millions of'
people the world over were heard. They concluded that:

';The qualitative arms race must be ended; the quantity of' arms must be
reduced ; military budgets must be cut and the use of' nuclear weapons
must be banned.;;
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It is expressed in the message to this session from more than 80

representatives of mass organizations in 21 countries from all continents

assembled in a. Homen I s ''forld Disarmament Seminar in Vienna in April of this

year ilhich asIts the special session
,

' ... to commit itself to a programme of action that will ensure general

and complete disarmament within a limited time.;'

It is expressed in the rising tide of mass demonstrations and meetings held in

many :parts of the imrld.

~nlat are the obstacles impeding the decision to disarm? Amon~ them is

certain]Jr the 'enemy!' ir:c:ge fostered and perpetuated by the cold war. Profound

differences exist and are likely to continue between the major economic and

ideological systems .. but war and threats of 1V'ar will not resolve them~ nor are

they morally acceptable means of trying to settle political disputes. "le

believe that nations must be free to change and develop their economic and

political systems to Systr-ilS that best respond to meeting the needs tlnd cEpiratiors of

the majority of their popluation and that ensure their political and economic

independence. Acceptance of that reality i·rill go a long vray tovTards eliminating

tensions and paving the way for general and complete disarmament. The crucial

poli-l;ical decision to live together on this beautiful earth ~ to compete and

co-operate in peaceful economic ~ social and cultural endeavours, must nmr be

made.

This critical moment in history demands that there result from this special

session devoted to disarmament a signal to the world that the arms race is

ending. Specifically, the world waits for an agreement to stop all testing of

nuclear weapons, an agreement to outlaw' the use of nuclear weapons, an agreem':nt

to proceed immediately with negotiations on a treaty prohibiting the develoI:ment

and production of all new weapons and weapons_systems of mass destruction.

That i.,ould constitute a bre.kc to the arms race ~ a first step towards

disf'IElament measures. He recognize that together with those decisions there

must be the early conclusion of an agreement on strategic arms limitations.

11e endorse all efforts to limit the transfer of conventional weapons. He urge

initiatives and above all agreements that could cnt off or cut back the
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production of arms and military budgets. We support measures to improve

the effectiveness of the disarmament negotiating machinerJ e~d its closer

integration with the United Nations. Proposals for strengthening procedures

for the peaceful settlement of disputes need to be implemented. Those are

i1~aediate,necessarymeasures.

More important ~ how'ever ~ the special session must adopt procedures :ror

the outlining of a comprehensive plan :rOT general and complete disarmament

'ind to see that it is implemented within a specific time :rrame. \'le urge

the convening of a world disarmament con:rerence to bring such a plan to

a conclusion before~ at the latest~ the end o:r another decade.

Those decisions are absolutely essential for the implementation of the

New International Economic order and for the solution of the many global crises

such as hunger~ unemployment~ inflation~ pollution and the waste and depletion

of our precious resources.

Disarmament is possible. Hundreds of millions o:r women and men look to

this Assembly for precisely such decisions. We trust that you will not fail

them.

(Mrs. BallantYIle? Uomen1s International
Le~gue'-for Peace' and Fre-edOI!!..)

A/8-l0/AC.l/PV.7
29-30

PKB/jbm



AE/mk A/S-lO/AC.l/PV.7
3l

AE/m

The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from Spanish): I now call on the

representative of the florld Association of florld Federalists, Donald Keys.

Mr. lCEX§. (World Association of World Federalists): Hr. Chairman, ellow

me, first of all~ to e..'l{press to l',iembers and to Jrou personally the appreciation of the

World Association of World Federalists for this historic opportunity.

We have listened now for many days to cOIlj.DJ.ents on the arithmetic and,

implications of the arms race. Therefore I will go directly to'a few aspects of the

matter vhich have not received much emphasis. One group of these I shall call the
"software" aspects of disarmament, another the "security" aspects.

As to the software aspects, the foremost ccnCtrn is the atmosphere in

which negotiations take place. 'Ihat atmosphere must be conducive to progress.

One v~y to affect it positively is for concerned Goverrunents to take

steps which vrould lOi-rer the level of perceived threat. Unfortunately we

have a situation in which new ~reapons sy~tems are being developed and

deployed continuously, while disarmament negoiliations take place. This raises the

threat perception, suspicion and fear. 'An ambiguous situation is created:

for each mO\fe tOi·rards peace, there is a move which can be interpreted as

warlike. '

vIe have learned from experience that steps taken nationally can lead to

early agreements, as in the case of the prohibition of bacteriological and

biological weapons.

The major nuclear Powers could, for instance: announce a moratorium on the

testing and deployment ~l new strategic weapons systems; announce a halt in the

production of fissionable materials for 'tveapons purposes, the transfer

of fissionable materials from stockpiles, and their use for peaceful purposes;

announce a moratorium on the testing of nuclear vTeapons and on peaceful

nuclear explosion~, until a comprehensive ban is ready; announce a moratorium

on the production of nerve gas and other lethal chemical weapons, and a

programme for their destruction, while a treaty is completed. 'These steps,

or others like them, taken by either major party, would lay the basis for

reciprocation ~'md early formal agreements. The' "balance of risks" in any

of them would be small indeed, and yet their impact in improving the prospects

for arms agreements would be very great indeed, for they would, by mutual
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example, set in motion a process of restraint opposite in kind to the e~calation

of the arms race.

Other aspects of the soft't'Tare problems of disarmament include additional

psychological problems, to which nations, like people, are sUbject, and

which have received very little attention. There is the information

filtering problem. 'Like individuals, nations tend to accept information-

't'Thich reinforces "lvhat they already Imow and believe, and to reject new

information which 'WOuld require a change in perception. 'This filtering

process creatly inhibits improvements in inter-8tate relations of all kinds,

and most particularly in the field of disarmament. Nations are also

afflicted with the "virile image'.' notion. They must, in their view, appear

strong and invincible in order to be convincing to their possible adversaries.

Unfortunately, they appear to other parties, on the contrary, to be aggressive,

intransigent, unyielding and unwillilig. 'The psycho-social problems among

nations have, as yet, received very little attention or study, yet often they are

the critical factors in the achievement or non-achievement of professed goals or

agreements. .

There is another major aspect of the problem of disarmament 't'Thich I should

like to stress. 'It has to do with the relationship between disarmament and

international security. 'Arms reductions are one thing; general and complete

disarmament, which is and must remain our goal, is another. 'Parity and mutual

deterrence may be maintained either at ever-escalating levels, or at very lmr

levels. 'But such an arrangement is inevitably in danger of reversal. . ~'Tith an

increase of sufficient magnitude in international tensions, the arms race will

inevitably be resumed in full force. We must not be deluded into thinking

otherwise.

ThUS, general and complete disarmament is seen as essential to any

lasting peace. Yet, its achievement depends on factors to which the

international community has, as yet, given very little attention indeed.

Disarmament in any human society is a function of the development, within that

society, of institutions for Iteeping the peace, and of the development of the

mores and values upon uhich, by common consent, those institutions rest. The

,~ ,.. _,-,-



AE/mk A/S-lO/AC.l/PV.7
33

(!:!,~Keys~ World Association of
World 'Federalists)

maintenance of international peace and security in a disarming or disarmed
world depends on the evolution of effective international institutions in
peace-making and peace-keeping, to provide the security which nations are
unable any longer to provide for themselves. 'In the absence of such means
nations 1nll not, and' cannot be expected to, disarm. 'Thus it is obvious
that "parallel tracklr efforts are r'equired, both in disarmament negotiations
and in institution buildmg. 'The world community must be equipped for peace.
Peace is not going to fall like a gentle rain because we destroy some,
or even all, of our arms.

Thus an immediate question arises: to wha't; extent are Members prepared
and 'tdlling to commit themselves to the erection of machinery, in which they
themselves can have trust and confidence, to keep the peace in a 't'Torlcl
of felt er nu arms? At present the answer is not encouraging, although there
are some hopeful developments. 'We call attention to the interim report of the
Secretary-General on the interrelationship between international security and
disarma.ment, a document which is before this special session. In its fuller
development, this study could lead. to a. new understanding of the dynamics of
the maintenance of peace in 8, disarmed world.

't'le call attention also to the important proposal of the Government of the
Netherlands for the establishment of an international disarmament organization,
to begin, in a modest ~rcty, by managing and rationalizing the increasingly
complex group of disarmament or non-armament measures 't'1hich have alread.y been
agreed upon - a proposal to l'rhich that of Sri Lanka is closely related. .In
our view, the proposal of the Government of France for United Nations
processing of satellite reconnaisance data could easily be incorporated as
one f·.mction of such an international disarmament organization. 'lie
appreciate also the suggestions 0-:: the Secretary-General on the concept, in
a sense, of a "self-tax" on arms, to be used for ~10rk on disarmament, and
for contributions to ne~1 efforts by an expert body. Like~Tise, we anticipate
the further expansion and development of the excellent work of the Disarmament
Centre, while noting that its relationship to a possible international
disarmament, organization, of "i'1hich it is the obvious nucleus, must be worked
out.
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vIe are on the horns of a dilemma. On the one hand, the arms race .is

incompatible lTith human survival, and numbers our days. On the other hand,

Member States have yet to take note of the fact that peace will result not

from the absence of arms, how'ever desirable that is, but from the consoliCl.ation

of the vTorld community, from an acceptance of full responsibility as

nm.tually dependent community members in our small global village, and from

the pooling of that responsibility by giving our world organization all the

instruruents needed for the maintenance of international peace and security.

Until -(,he:' ~ • -~r-ema~n--a;-ch:imera.lTllicn'Will taunt and

elude us.
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(r~·. Ke,~I:l.; W;ol'lQ. ~.~:lf~OS io.tiOll of
Jfpl'J.~...r.ec;ier.~:\.J.t$:t,e.)

As ilitPQ:t'ttlfit filiJ fillY :u:'mrs ag1'611l1llEll:rt is a shirt in pel'l3pectiV'e by the human
~Qmmufiity. In th~ fi~W pe:t'~pe~tive~ hllitl~nity is Sel1lfi necl1ll3snl'ily as unitary in
fiatur~3 ~lQbal in ~~gpe3 with ~ rfifi~~ or I1lsS~htifil and basie needs to be Inet in
~ommQfi. Th~ d~stiny Qt n~tiofi~ find pl1loplee le no longer ~epal'able. It is integral.
It l'eq\lirE}~ int~~r8.1 and. GOnlIDon app.roachEle~ l1lettil1f) aside unlichieV'able individual\

~dvoot~e~ ~t the GOi.1lt of oth.el"s. '~e were st:rotlgly reminded by the Prime Minister
01' lndifi~ .Ri~ BxG\211en~y Morarj i Det3ai 3 of the IIgnenesEl of the htul1an fn1l1i1y tl. In
the hi~tQri~ ~~nse, be~au~e of 810bal implo~iona only ltleaSUres taken from this
p~r~E}~tion of ~~unal ~od will suffiCe for human survival and woll-bein~.

Th~ OHAIRMJlli (interpreta:Hon from Spanish): I now call upon the
re~~~tfiti~ of th~ World Conference on Religion and Peace, Mr. Niwano.

Mr. NIl>1ANO (lvorld Conference on Religion and Peace) (spoke in Japanese 9

"t~ tw."uished by the speaker): I should lilte to express my gra.titude for the
opportuni~ to address the special session on behalf of the World Conference on
:Reil:it1,ioo and Peat:e. I 'WOuld s.1so express my pel'senal gratitude that ~ a.t the
UUited Nations - an international political forum - a representa.tive of religion,
like JrnySeli":& is ..;iven an opportunity to spealt.

! em s. Buddhist. In the parable of the burning house, the Buddha tells of
a ~~erned father ~o has escaped the flwning wreckage of his decaying home but
~t ~oovince his children to join him because they are so absorbed in their
amms~s "that "they remain oblivious to the danger that surrounds them. Viewing
~ 'Wl:1lrld;, the 33u.ddha says J uThis 'trorld is not a safe place for ordinary men. It
is :Jl.:ilre itDe bunrl.ng muse." In the Buddha's eyes, mankind i s unrestrained greed ­
~ ~be children ~o ~'e too busy - exposes us to danger and causes us to suffer.
fJi.Ee ]a:menits t.hat lire are completely una'tfflre of the danger that surrounds us. Yet
'.liVe J~ese :iD RiJroshiIna and Nagasaki have already experienced the truth of the
~g~. .ouso as a :Buddhist I cannot forget the words of Pope Paul VI after
~ W me m:a invitation to attend the Second V.g,tican Council. The Pope said:
~slt~ 1!L'l!I,st pray fOr Buddhists and Buddhists must pray for Christians. Unless
:re]'ii,gi~~e 00 so" there is no way they can help mankind."

I
L..-~~~__~~~"!~3'i:':!~E=:~C~~:r.""EU_~~



A/S-IO/AC.l/PV.7
37

of--

:l'/l,l.

61'

n

..

s

(~'ir. Nil-rano, Uorld ConfereL'ce on
Reli~ion and Peace)

T1~€' Forld r.cmf'erence on Relir:ion and Peace held its first meetin& a.t Kyoto
in 1970 and then set un its international headql1Arters in this United NRtions
community. Participants in our or~anization are dra,VD from all the major
"WOrld reIilrions s.nd i":!:"om more th!3I1 60 Fltates in all social systCr1s. The
pl'oxi'1"11ty of' our i ntern1'1 ti (mal heao.CtuaTter s anrl our close contact inth the
Ul"litt"cl ~Tat:ions ht"ln kt"E'n us alert to the "':rave problems confrontinG manldnd.
Be are concerned~ however, not only to ~top the arms race, to end economic
in~ustice and to elir1inate violations of human rights, but also to free the
humAn snirit f'or a auality of life more in keenin~ ,nth the dir:nity and
destiny of the ~erson and a life in community at all levels based on freedom,
iu~tice ann love.

The abolition of '.er or, better still, the r~oval of the conditions that
lean to ,-m:r, is a snt"cific anc'l limitefl ob.4ective but it is a. crucial first
steTl. "rhe f'irst meetinr-: of' our orr:anizf'.tion in 1910 decla.red, "A societ~t based
on t.hf' strenn:th of' arms is the nereation of a community basec'l on justice."

~~ Buddlrists, Christians, Hindus, Jews, Muslims, and other living faiths
each cheris'11 cmr mm relip.:ious traditions and seek to use our combinecl ethical
insi~hts and reli~ious experience for ~lobal peace and justice. In this SPirit
IVt=' have C'ihtained consultativt=' status i·ritb the United lITatic.llls ancl. our Secretary­
General has had the honour of bein~ Chairman of the Non-Governmental Organizations
Comroittee on Disarmament at United Nations Headquarters since its inception in 1973.
(jUT 8ecretary-l1eneral is Dr. Romer A. Jack.

T.Te shall use these nrecious minutes, not to comment on the wordinp; of the
d:raf't f'inp.l rtocument, but to sup.:.n;est some funn.amental approaches to nisarmwnent,
so..me tal~-en f':rOl'l1 the findinrrs of' our tiro ivorld conferences in Japan and Belp;i tun"

First~ may we, motivatec'l hv our several relip;ions, sUP;p.es't a. p;reate:r. sense
of u~p.:ency to you 'V1'orl<:1 diplomats j n actinr: to enc'!. the arms race? The dan:?;er
of nuclear war hy calculation, miscalculation, accident, or terrorism is
incTf'!asin.o:. T'Te implore you to act ildth all t'l.eliberA.te speet'l, even incfl.utious
S'T)PPc1, sincf' - in the words of one of' our Oim conr:rpsses _ manldlld IS

'lcontinuec'l existencE' on th5.s nlA.n<"t is th:r<"atenec'l "Tith nuclea.r extinction."
""he human race TIlusi: en(l the? a,rms race before the arms race ends the human rA.ce.
~ ~nst bRsic human rirrht is survivaJ.
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Religion and Peace)

Secondl;L, may we, motivated lJy our several religions, suggest that the most

com:nlex, technical problem in the domain of' international peace and security

must, in the end, denend upon ethical decisions which must be explained and

,1ustifien to the COI'lmon people? JWo arms control ,1ar~on must be allowed to.
conceal life-denying necisions of novernments.

Thirdly, may we~ motivated by our several religions, suggest that risks

:must be ta1;:en by statesmen for peace as they are obviously taldng risks today

~rlth arms? I ask especially President Carter and First Secret~J Brezhnev,

"Instead. of takin:?: risks vTith arms, please take major risks ~or peace and

disarmament." He ur~e n~.tional and regional initiatives ~or disarmament, ,{o1hich

mayor may not reg.uire immediate reciprocation. He pray that some State, out

of strength and not ~oTeakness, will take major risJ{s for peace and disarmament,

Fourthly:. :ne.y 't-ie, motiv:j,te:~. by our several religions ~ suggest that there

is a ~eat constituency for peace? The victims o~ the unint~rruptedwars of

this ~ene!'at5.on am'!. those prayine: for l'eace r1av be silent, inarticulate

and not as in~luential as those in all social systems with a vested interest

in. t.he arms race. Yet all peoples yearn for the ~reedom from fear o~ nuclear

holocau.st and. of' death and. destruction by conventional war. They yearn ~or

v10rld peace and., in the third 'World and all vTorlds, they also yearn for the

economic and social conse~uen.ces of an end to the arms race.

Fifthly~ may we, motivated by our several religions~ suggest that. a nevl

anpraisal must be mar1.e of national ana. '{'Torlc1 security? He assert that no

nation and no people is secure in a world of more than 15,000 strategic

nuclear v~~"eads.

Sixthly? ma.y 't'Te~ motivated by our several religions? underline the goal

of' p.;eneral and cO!'lplete (1isarmament? I~ humanity is to survive this century,

it c~m only be throup.:h general and com!,lete disarmament. May the proposed

com:nrehensive pro~ra!!l1!1e on disarmament be a bri.nge to general and complete

disarJ'l'l..a.ment. Certainly arms control has been a ~ailure. This is symptomatic

of' the c'leeper 'failure to reconstruct a. social ana. economic oreter centred on

'hu.m.a.nity.
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Scventhly~ may we, motivated by our several religions 3 thank the'special

session f'or allowin~ non-r-overnmental or~anizations to spe~~ and participate

so fully. 'Pe ho:ne 'that this non-p;overn.mental relationship to disarmament

issues in the TTnitect Nations might be institutionalized.
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May we also PE\V tribute to the Non-Ali'?;ned Group for taking the initiative

in calling for this special session. We are with the non-aligned in

asserting tha~ nuclear. disarmament is the first priority of this world

Organization. He suggest this priority not only for reasons of implementing

article VI of the Non-Proliferation Treaty, but because it is ethically,

morally and religiously right. The very possession of nuclear weaFons

must become a crime against humanity.

The use of nuclear weapons in Hiroshima and Nagasaki, and the resulting

devastation and human suffering, is on photographic display in this buildins,

thanks to the Japanese delegation to the United Nations. Because some of the

pictures were considered too gruesome, I understand that there were requests

for their removal from that display. I sincerely hope that people will not

turn a blind eye to such hellish scenes of human agony caused by rrcrman error.

Indeed, we can but affirm the draft sentence in the declaration of this

special session which asserts: IlWe must halt the arms race and proceed to

disarmament or perish. 1l

We believe that the United Nations has the ability to extend the realm of

peace and the rule of law in our troubled world. We he.ve called upon our

religious constituencies to engage in prayer and meditation for the success

of th': 1 historic meeting. We look to you Member states of the United Nations

to reverse the present trends, to save succeeding generations from the

scourge of war, and to rally the na~ions in the search for peace, justice

and true human progress. That is our hope.

To those who '\muld say that disarmament, including the total abolition

of nuclear weapons, is a vain dream, I would repeat the words of the thirteenth

century Japanese BUddhist priest, Nichiren. He said: liThe prayers of believers

in the Sutra of the Lotus Flower of the Wonderful Law will never go unar... Jwered."

I think that no prayers will ever go unanswered.
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(Mr. NhTano, World Conference on.
ReliEi~n and Peace)

And this is what Buddha sa~rs: "The universe is my domain; the lh1ng
beings in it are all my sons. But now this place abounds with distress.
I alone am able to save and protect them. r;

It is also said that the whole world has to adhere to the true la"lv, and
I believe that all religions are essentially one, as taught by Buddha.
Bound together in heaven and on earth, we are many in body, yet one in mind.
If the whole of mankind would pray for world peace, the Lord will surely save
us. Unless all human beings become one of heart, the establishment of a strong
United Nations as a world government cannot be achieved, nor can total
disarmament be realized without the establishment of a world government.

Therefore, in conclusion, I sincerely hope that you, the leaders of the
Governments of the world, will go all out to achieve an everlasting peace.
May God, whom we call the Eternal Buddha, bless and protect you.

The CHAI~ (interpretation f:rom Spanish) : I now call on the
World Federation of Democratic Youth, Mr. ottone.

Nf~. OTTONE (lforld Federation of Democratic Youth) (interpretation
from Spanish); It is a great honour for me to express my thanks for this
opportunity to speak to you on behalf of the vJorld Federation of Democratic
Youth, as well as in the name of many youth organizations throughout the
world. Indeed, I am speaking for millions of young people from different
backgrounds and of diverse ideological, political and religious beliefs Yho,
nevertheless, forcefully and unanimously demand their right to live in a
vTOrld of peace.

It is because of this deep desire and fundamental' aspiration that we
have whole-heartedly supported the holding of this special session, initiated
by the Group of 77, the first of its kind to be held on a problem which is
undoubtedly the most important and urgent in present-day international
relations, the solution of which is decisive for coming generations, and which
cannot be achieved without the support of world pUblic opinion, including
the support of the world's youth.
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Democratic Youth)
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In recent years, due to many positive factors in the life of peoples,

the tensions among States with different social systems have had to give way

to new relations based on peaceful co-existence. This process, of which the

European Conference on 6ecurity and Co-operation, held in Helsi.nld, was an

outstanding event, is the only realistic alternativt: to confrontation, which,

in an extreme situation, could lead to a new world war of utter destruction.

Therefore, in our opinion, it is of utmost importance that all Governments

realize that the process of detente can be made irreversible only if

complemented by concrete steps to limit the arms race and achieve general and

complete disarmament. That is why we voice the hope that this special session

will yield concrete results. It was for this same reason that we lea.rr..t ,,:ith

concern of the simultaneous summit meeting in Washington the theme of which

is in direct contradiction to that of this session.

Various youth and student organizations on the five continents have long

been fighting to support and strengthen the process of disarmament and to

educate the younger generation in the spirit of peace against militaristic

propaganda. This is only natural, for the future of the you..l1ger generation,

its struggles and aspirations, its prospects for life, work and study, as

well as its opportunities for a fuller and freer life, are linked to the

strengthening of a lasting peace and to the final attairinent of general and

complete disarmament.

Youth and student organizations in Europe, representing the full range of

ideological trends, political and social tendencies and different religious

beliefs, have long been engaged in fruitful co-operation. This has resulted

in a number of joint initiatives in different fields, including disarmament.

Hence they were able s~ccessfully to convene the European Youth and student

Conference on Disarmament, held in Budapest earlier this year. I have been

authorized to convey to the Member States of the United Nations the greetings

of the participants in that Conference, which was the broadest, most

representative youth meeting devoted to a single SUbject ever held in Europe

with the participation of so many different organizations.

They al

enhanci

the att

In

emphasi

liOuld b

in othe



MP/vr A/S-lO/AC.l/PV.7
44-45

(Hr. Ottone, W'orld Federation of'.
Democratic Youth)------

They all expressed their wish that this session lfOuld contribute to

enhancing the role of the United Nations in matters of disarmament and to
the attainment of concrete results in the process.

In the final document of the BUdapest Conference it was strongly

emphasized that the youth of Europe commit themselves to promoting

the success of this session, and hopes were expressed that its recommendations
liould be implemented within the United Nations system and

in other activities, such as the world conference on disarmament.
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They el.so made a number of concrete recommendations ~ in one of which they

called on the youth organizations of Europe, among other things, to: stage

different types of initiatives by various youth and student organizations in

Europe as well as on ~ world-wide scale in support of strengthening the process

of disarm8Jl1ent as one of the basic aims of all-European youth co-operation in

the period ahead; strengthen the co-operation of youth organizations in the

implementation of the provisions of the Final Act of the Helsinki Conference on

Security and Co-operation in Europe; contribute to guaranteeing broad

international pUblic support at the national and international levels for all

initiatives concerning the curbing of the arms race and the attainment of

general and complete disarmament; support the establishment of the necessary

political conditions for the gradual suppression of military blocs in Europe,

leading eventually to their simultaneous dissolution; and carry out joint and

individual action through national, regional and international organizations

of different orientations aimed at curbing the arms race in favour of detente.

On this basis, the same youth organizations declared the European Youth ~d

Student Day of Action for Disarmament, which was held in Helsinki just prior to

the opening of the special session on disa.rma.ment and adopted an appeal to this

session. Both the final document of the European Youth and Student Conference

on Disarmament and the appeal resulting from the Helsinki Dalf of Action have

been presented to the Secretariat and the Disarmament Centre of the United

Nations by a joint delegation representing organizations of different

orientations. A further step towards strengthening world youth co-operation in

this field would be the organization of a world youth conference on d.isarmament.

Together with various other organizations we are now concluding

preparations for the eleventh World Festival of Youth and Students, the most

representative in world youth festival history. It is supported by the major

youth movements of the world and is to be held in Havana, Cuba, at the end of

next month. It will be an extraordinary event in the internationaJ. youth

movement, and will deal with, anong other things, questions relating to peace,

security, co-operation and disarnament, and the problems faced by developing

countries in their struggle for independence and a new international economic

order based on justice and equality.

giVE:

prir

natt

inte

of t

espe

the

also

is i

equa

New

move

qUal

the

the

me as

weap

weap

nucl

at p

nucl

othe

new

renu

conv

the

effo

be c



ET/se A/S-IO/AC.l/PV.7
47

(Mr. Ottone. World Federation
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The youth of the 'World see clea.rly that all possible support must be

given to the Member States of the United Nations if they are to achieve, their

principal objectives. The arms race, with its enormous cost and waste of

natural resources and its disastrous social effects at the national and

international levels, constitutes a serious threat to the peace and security

of the world and hinders the solution of problems of a world-wide nature and

especially those of the underdeveloped nations, such as unemployment, hunger,

the problems of the environment and socio-economic development in general. It

also has a negative effect on the development of international relations and

is incompatible with the development of relations among Stat€'s on the basis of

equality and mutual benefit, and in particular with the establishment of the

New International Economic Order.

The World Federation of Democratic Youth has joined in the big pUblic

movement in Europe and throughout the world against plans to produce

qualitatively new types and systems of weapons of mass destruction, such as

the neutron bomb. We support the idea of the renunciation by all States of

the production of that bomb.

At the sa.me time, we welcome all new proposals concerning concrete

measures aimed at general and complete disarmament, the non-use of nuclear

weapons against States which renounce the production and acquisition of such

weapons and do not have them on their territories, and the non-stationing of

nuclear weapons on the territories of States where there are no such weapons

at present. We are in favour of the cessation of production of all types of

nuclear weapons, the cessation of the production and the prohibition of all

other types of weapons of mass destructicn, the ending of the manufacture of

new types of conventional weapons of great destructive capability. and the

renunciation of the expansion of the armies and the building up of the

conventional armaments of the permanent members of the Security Council and

the countries which have military agreements with them. We also support all

efforts to create nuclear-free zones and zones of peace.

We hope that the time is not far distant when the threat of war will

be completely eliminated and lasting peace established among all nations.
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We hope that the second round of Strategic Arms Limitation Talks between the

Soviet Union and the United States will be successfully concluded and that

progress will be made in existing negotiations on disarmament.

In conclusion, we wish to express the commitment of our organization -.
and, I venture to sa¥, all organizations representing youth and students all

over the world - to continuing to unite their desires and efforts to strengthen

the process of disarmament and contribute actively to the positive steps in

this area which the United Nations and its members are taking. We wish you

success in your important work and hope that it will result in concrete

progress towards disarmament, thus meeting the aspirations of people, and

particularly youth, all over the world.

The CHAIRMAN: I now call on the next speaker, Mr. E. H. S. Burhop,

representative of the World Federation of Scientific Workers.

Mr. BURHOP (World Federation of Scientific Workers): May I first,

on behalf of my organization, express sincere appreciation of the honour this

Assembly has accorded us by inviting us to speak. at this rostrum.

The organization which I represent, the World Federation of Scientific

Workers, is a federation of 43 organizations of scientists in 31 countries.

Those organizations include in their membership around 400,000 scientists

and engineers. The Federation was formed in London in 1946 soon after the

birth of the nuclear age, and the problems of the abolition of nuclear

weapons and disarmament ha.ve always been central to our whole programme.

We aim to ensure to scientists in all countries conditions in which they can

carry out their work efficiently, but we are also concerned to see that

science and technoiogy are applied constructively and for the benefit of

society. We try to inculcat& in scientists and engineers a sense of social

responsibility for the way their work is applied.
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Many of our affiliated organizations <:t..re trade unions, and are naturally
concerned about the changes in employment of ~heir members following
extensive disarmament measures. We are very appreciative of the excellent
study of the economic and social ccnsequences of disarmament that has been
carried out under the auspices of the Secretary-General of the United Nations
and are in complete accord vdth its conclus ions. The arms race gives a very
poor return in the way of jobs provided for a given capital investment, and
it also feeds inflation. The ending of the arms race would make available
the creative potentialities of our most brilliant scientists and the inventive
genius 01' our most talented engineers for tackling the great crises of energy,
raw materials, environment and so on, that plague our society. Capital
investment in these areas would open up intellectually challenging avenues
of employment in socially valuable directions.

Science and technology are deeply involved in the arms race. About
10 per cent of industrial workers are employed in defence-oriented industry.
For skilled workers this figure is closer to 20 per cent. For the highly
qualified scientists and engineers belonging to orga.'1izations affiliated to
the World Federation of Scientific lvorkers the figure is between 40 per cent
and 50 per cent. Without their co-operation the development of new and
sophisticated weapons - the so-called qualitative arms race - would grind to
a halt.
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However, all this transition needs organizins in a detailed way appropriate

to the conditions ~pplicable in individual establishments and requires the

co-operation of management, trades unions and Governments. Sometimes, unfortunately,

the necessary encouragement is not forthcoming. I would refer to the case of the

engineering ~~rkers in a large enterprise in Britain who discovered that when, as

a result of a most compreh~nsive and imaginative study, they presented to their

management detailed proposals for feasible alternative and profitable production

lines that could be opened up to replace production of components required for

armaments, the management gave no encouragement and in effect told them to mind

their own business.

Pl"Oblems of redeployment, however, are not simply a question of replacing

one job by another. It is an unfortunate reality that the arms and aerospace

industries often bring forward problems of the greatest intellectual challenge,

e~'01oying the most sophisticated technologies. Alternative forms of

employment require the solution of problems of a less challenging, more

pedestrian nature. Undoubtedly this is a temporary problem reflecting the

disproportionate resources that have been squandered on the arms race. But it

sur""~ requires much more serious study than it has so fa.r received.

In the World Federation of Scientific Workers, our standing committee on

disa.nna;ment is devoting much attention to problems of redeployment, and \'Te ar\..

~ grateful to our affiliated organizations for the enlightened and principled

support they have given our disarmament policy even when it has raised problems for

tb~ This is of course only one aspect of our policy in the disarmament field.

Our nain lines of policy have been set out in detail in our submission to this

special session. Here I shall refer to just one other aspect, and a very

~....ant one - the problem of the qualitative arms race, in which the role of

T.ne scientist is so vital. Our tasks in this field have been greatly helped in

:receut yea:l"S by the steady flow of authoritative and objective information about

~ ¥eapDns that has come from the Peace Research Institutes. vIe lave the task

or pep"l"'tiring and making known this information among our affiliated

Dr~"Z-:,~lons. In face of the flood of slanted information about new arms

li€N''''''il opne:!ll.S tba't is fed to the press by the a.rms lobby, scientists with the
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.knowledge necessary to assess new developments have a most important role to play.Take, for example, the neutron bomb. From official press briefings one would thinkthis to be a purely defensive weapon for use in breaking up massed tank attacks.It may well have such a role. What is not mentioned, however, is "that the neutrqnbomb could also prove to be the weapon par excellence for control of dissidentpopulations in dependent areas or for an aggressor aiming to seize cities andindustrial undertakings of another country with the crude aim of opera1;iug themfor his oYm economic advantage. Think how Hitler and Goebbels would have wishedfor such a weapon.

Controversy also surrounds the use of the cruise missile, the back-firebomber and other weapons in course of' development. There is a clear need forindependent assessment of the use of all the new types of weapons either underdevelopment or appearing on the horizon. Could not the General Assembly at thisspecial session consider setting up such an independent expert advisory assessmentbody to discuss the effects of new weapons? This body could surely be linked tothe advisory body suggested. earlier b,y the Secretary-General. We must use ourinfluence not only with Governments but also in informing pUblic opinion. Theoutcome of the massive world-wide campaign against the neutron bomb illustratesbow an aroused public opinion can influence Government policy.
Even among sincere and well-meaning people there still remain misconceptionsthat we must firmly and politely correct. Even h::re, from this very rostrum,we have heard the view expressed that the dangers facing mankind from the nucleararms race have been exaggerated and that nuclear arms can be allowed to proliferate.With all earnestness and sincerity I ask Members to heed the warnings of thescientists when they say that a full-scale nuclear war fought with presentlyavailable weapons could mean the end of civilized human society, perhaps forcenturies, perhaps for millenia, perhaps for ever. Not everyone would die" buthundreds of'millions of unfortunate survivors would face a future of unimaginablesuffering and misery 0

It is precisely to avoid such an unspeakable tragedy that the organizationsof' scientists in the World Federation of Scientific Workers will fight to the verylimit for real measures of disarmament. The arms race is not inevitable. The1IlO.m.entum towards detente mU:;3t be restored. "le call for the earliest conclusion

).~ .
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The CHAIRMAN: I call upon Mr. Mi1:aly Simai of the 1o10rld Federation of

United Nations Associaticns.

of SALT I! and So rapid transition to SALT Ill, which must lead to the halting

of the qualitative arms race and to actual disarmament in strategic weapons.

We call for a new impetus for the impl,e.mentation of all moves, partial or total ~

for the reduction of ,all arms, atomic or conventi~I!~l, leading to general and

complete disarmament.

(MT. Burhop, World Federation of
Scientific Workers)

A/S-IO/AC.l/PV.7
53-55

RH/13/vr

Mr. SIMAI (World Federation .i'·~1teaNa1dons Associations): The=..;.....=;.;-= -,
World Federation of United Nations Associations is a 'World-wide organization

composed of 80 member associations in all the continents of the world and in

countries of all social and political systems and stages of economic development.

We constitute a people's movement for the United Nations dedicated. to achieving

the goals of the United Nations.

As a people's movement for the United Nations, we consider it one of our"

greatest tasks to support and strengthen the world Organization so that it may

become a more efficient instrument of global peace~ security and co-operation.

These designs are interrelated with other vital issues of our age: the

elimination of mass poverty, backwardness and the economic consequences of

colonialism.

Recognition of this interrelationship was reflected also in the m~ssage of

the twenty-sixth plenary assembly of our World Federation to this special session

of the United Nations, which represented the consensus of all the delegates to

our plenary assembly.

We are convinced that the improvement of the international climate, the

cessation of the arms race and effective disarmament measures not only would

strengthen international security but would allow mankind to deal, on a larger

scale and in a more practical way, with the problem of development and to satisfy

the acute economic, social and cultural needs of all peoples, particularly in the

developing countries.
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Therefore we strongly support the efforts of the United Nations system and
its Member States, endorsed by 'tforld public opinion, to strengthen and extend
detente, to expand its geographical scope and to settle disputes and conflicts
betvTeen States by peaceful means. \'re welcome also such limited achievements
as the Non-Proliferation Treaty and the Convention on the Prohibition of
Military or any other Hostile Use of Environmental Modification Techniques,
and we urge their signature and implementation by all States.

The message of the twenty-sixth plenary assembly of the World Federation"
expresses great concern that the vast accumulation of nuclear and other
weapons of mass destruction constitutes a growing danger to the human race
which, through error of jUdgement., miscalculation, madness or dictatorial
ambition, may cause a world holocaust, and recognizes that a new international
economic order and the global arms race are incompatible, that disarmament
and development are closely interrelated ahd that neither can achieve their
final goals without the other.

Therefore, we-express our profound conviction that further progress
towards the elimination of international tensions and towards disarmament
vTould create more favourable conditions for broader and closer economic
co-operation among nations, for the fuller use of scientific and technological
advances for the purpose of' development, and for the restructuring of
international economic relations on a just and democratic basis.

May I reaffirm here our fundamental commitment to general, complete and
verified disarmament and may I 't-relcome the tenth special session of the United
Nations General Assembly devoted to disarmament as an important and constructive
initiative. At the same time, may I express the hope of the overwhelming
majority of our member associations that a world disarmament conference and
other similar initiatives will contribute to further progress tOiY'ards generai
and complete disarmament, which should remain a primary concern of the United
Nations. That can only be effectively achieved, however, through a series of
specific steps, and in this connexion we urge a speedy conclusion of the
negotiations for the SALT II treaty and the conclusion of a SALT III trel

which will reduce and not merely limit the scale of armamentSI 0
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On behalf of the twenty-sixth plenary assembly of our World Federation,

I should like to call on the United Nations and its Member States to intensify

their efforts to achieve speedy and decisive progress towards disarmament and

an end to 'the arIllf race, the prohibition of all nuclear and other weapons of

mess destruction, including such new additions to military arsenals as enhanced

radiation varheads - for example, neutron bombs - extremely accurate missiles

and other destabilizing weapons, and the complete and general prohibition of

tests of nuclear weapons and the non-proliferation of nuclear weapons, as

well as towards the reduction of armed forces, conventional armaments and

national military mtpendit ure, with a view to achieving the ultimate goal,

general. anc.. complete disarmament under strict and effective international

control.

We strongly support the idea of general and complete disarmament, and

in this context the progress towards the establishment of a permanent United

Nations peace-keeping force to maintain and promote international security

in a disarming and disarmed world, and the idea of a moratorium on all research

and development projects on all new weapons of any kind, and we urge all

scientists to disassociate themselves from inhuman research and development

projects.

We are aJ.so aware that, even without a new world war which threatens all

nations, the economic consequences of the arms race have a devastating effect

on the whole of mankind. No country, group or individual can disregard or

isolate itself from the global dangers. The aggravation of the existing

global problems and the emerging new problems can be solved only by eliminating

the greatest waste, the arms race, and by devoting the funds, energies and

talents to peaceful purposes. Therefore, we call on the United Nations, its

Member States and the bodies involved in the preparation of the international

development strategy for the Third D-:velopment Decade to be declared in 1980

to submit proposals at the same time for an international disarmament strategy ~

making explicit provision for linking the two stI'at~gies and ensuring that

both strategies should contribute to the establishment of a new international

economic order. This task could be considerec:' to be one of the most important

;ioint contributions of the :'ilited Nations Disarmament C,.;.nt,r", and other United
.-,l "
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Nations organs to the issues of development and international co-operati~n,
and it should receive more moral and financial support from the Member States.
The research and publications activities, however, should be better co-ordinated
within the United Nations system and Q\;e should be made of the important channels
of communication to the public represented by non-governmental org;3.nizations,
inclUding the World Federation of United Nations Associations.

Disarmament, being a vital issue, is not an end in itself. The end is human
survival, security and progress. After many decades of the arms race it is
evident that the true guararltee of these aims for every nation of the world is not
the spiralling of new weapons but political detente and a sound and democratic
world economy. lfe are all responsible for the achievements of these goals for
the benefit of the future generations. The tasks are not insurmo1mtable. We
are sure, however, that they cannot be achieved spontaneously or a.t no cost.
The World Federation of United Nations Associations is ready to share
responsibilities and efforts in the common struggle for human survival, security
and progress. Important as the special session is in itself, I am sure that
everyone recognizes that it will be the follow-up of the special session which
will be of vital importance in achieving the goals to wrich we are addressing
ourselves. In recognition of that, in the future programmes of the World Federation,
we shall give priority to projects on an international scale which will promote
further and meaningful progress in the field of disarmament. We shall recommend
that our member associations disseminate more information on the disarmament
activities of the United Nations, prepare educational materials, organize
meetings and use the mass media in their respective countries to enhance
gen~ral pUblic support for the follow-up of the special session. We are convinced
that in the worlds together with all the peace-loving forces, we have the power
and the will to achieve our common goals and to ensure that the opportunities
for human survival will not be lost 0

The PRESIDENT: I now call on the representative of the World Peace
Council, Mr. Romesh Chandra, to speak.

the
of

of:
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}.!t•._smIWbM (\~Ol'1tt Pel1ce Council): I b:dne; to this historic session

the gl."eetitlgs m~d geod \-rishea of the \~Ol'ld Pea.ce Council and the international

ntlu tl~tiotla1 o~gatli~atio"~ l'epresetlted itl it from o~er 130 countries of all

~()htihl:mt'B•

~he ~peciat l3e~sioh of the Uhited Nations Oeheral Assembly de'\toted to

. di~t\l'l:',mn\etl.t ~~m l.'ie:htljl" be described as the most important gathering of the

G(YiJ'el"11l\tellt~ of the ,ro:rld.~ e~clusi\t'eljl" dedicatetl to the most important cause

fu-cintt the people~ ef everY' ~ountry ... the caul:le of' enc1inr; the arms r~.ce

nhu opening the \~ tel.' rapid progress to~rds the ultimate goals of the

p1."Ohibitiol:'l of all "U~lear atld other t.renpons of masS destruction and of

g-enell'nl :and 'Complete disarmm\\ent.

'1'lle ''''o1'ld. l?ea~e Council ab-rays stresses that only the united action of

the {}o~l"l'l.'tl'lents ro'ld the peoples 'vhich have dedioated themsel '\tea to the cause

of' p~.~e can ensUl'e the carrying out. of concrete measures for the ending

of' the &"ttls l'ace ~nd for disarmronent. All the resolutions, declarations and

de<:isions adopted by the United Natiolls - hoW"e~er correct anc1 praiseworthy they

li~ b€ - ~ot be implemented and ma~ effective lvithout the support of a

'lYN."ld-1Vide l't1O~ent O'f the peoples for peace.

At the 'VeJ."y start of the 'vork of this session the Horld Peace Council

llr.es:ented to the President of the special session and to the Secretary-General

..sf 'the United l~ations 500 million signatures to the Hel·r Stockholm

.A1?J?e31 to :end the arms racelO Those signatures represent a total of over

7.00 JIlillion peo:ple.. A!rrong them there are signatures of several Heads of

.state and Sove:rnment ~ Members of Parliament, leaders ('f trade unions and of

~ts oi :fanners an'd the rural poor, of churches and other religiou.s

boi!ices~ oi Wl:m!en" s organizations, youth and student bodies s "10r1';:ers in

~tl.-'?'i:es mld in oi'i'ices lll peasants in the field, teachers and students in

1J'hE:t llppeal, v1rl.cb. represents the ,..ill of all the peoples of the ",orld,

prnclains iJ:l:at peace can be defended and a world of pee.ce can be built. The

Je..""!PJ.:f$~ -the power, if'they act together, to defeat the mal...ers of '(var,

-w.hD ErE -t1re Ba1Ile as the :makers 01' hunger and poverty ..
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The New Stockholm Appeal expresses the new hopes, the new confidence and

the nefT optimism of the peoples of the world, fo11mring the many victor.ics for

peace ancl. d~tente which have created a nmT international climate.

This is a period in human history which has seen the glorious victory

a~ainst imperialist aggression of the peoples of Viet Nam, of Laos and of

Cambodia. This is the period which has seen the great victories against

colonialism and fascism of the liberation movements of Angola, I-Iozambique,

Guinea Bissau, Cape Verde and Saa Tome and Principe. This is the period

which has seen victories over fascist r~gimes in Greece, Portugal and Spain.

This is the period which has seen the success of the Conference for Security

and Co-operation in Europe, held in Helsinki in 1975, which gave new strength

to d~tente and a fresh impetus for defending and building peace in all

continents. This is the period which has seen the emergence, as a major force

in the world, of the non-aligned countries and of their united actions,

together with the socialist countries, in supporting every struggle of the

peoples for a nevT world from vThich aggression, exploitation and domination,

hunger and poverty vTi11 have been banished for all time.

The principal obstacle in the way of the efforts to make the process of

detente irreversible is the arms race, Which threatens our planet with nuclear

destruction. It is the arms race which keeps the threat of such a conflagration

alive and thus endangers political d~tente itself.

D~tente has provided fresh prospects of victories in the battles for the

ne"T international economic order, for the rights of the peoples to the wealth

of their own soil. D~tente is a weapon in the fight for ending the plunder

of the peoples by the monopolies and the transnational corporations.

It is for that reason precisely that d~tente is constantly attacked bJ1

those who profit from the old economic order, Who are precisely the same as

those who profit from the arms race. It is the IJ'l.ilitary-industrial complexes

in the principal. imperialist countries which gain billions of dollars through

the profits they make from the manufacture of ever more barbaric i'TeapOns of

mass destruction.

It is the arms race which encourages the forces of aggression, of militarism

and fascism, of co1.onialism and racism. The consolidation of d~tente and the

victolries for detente are vital factors for the strengtheninG of the efforts of
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all countries for national independence, for justice and for social progress.

The arms race stands in the ivay of the solution of the most urgent interw:L'CionaI

problems of the day. It stands in the wa;y of the liquidation of the hot-beds ef

tension and conflict in various regions of the world.

The road to disarmament lies through the ending of the arms race.

World pUblic opinion has viewed thia special Session of the United Nations

with great hope, understanding fully the immens~ possibilities and, at the ·same

time, the limitations of this session. The World Peace Council has described its

attitude towards this special session as one of realistic optimism. We have

therefore extended our full Sl~port to all the many positive proposals which

have been made by representatives of several Governments, and in particular

by the Governments of socialist and non-aligned States, for concrete and

definite measures for real disarmament.

The ,",orld Peace COtmcil is, however, gravely concerned - and this concern

is shared by hundreds of millions all over the world - that a number of

Heads of State and Government have appeared at this special session and at this

rostrum immediately before or after attending a summit meeting in Hashington at

which an increase in the production of armaments was decided on not only for the

iiJlI11ediate future but also for the :period of the next 10 to 15 years.

Public opinion in all parts of the world naturally views with regret and

disma;y, as well as with a sense of shock, the fact that exactly at the same time

the General Assembly at the special session is seriously discussing concrete proposals

for the ending of the arms race, the North Atlantic Treat.y Crr'f.ni:::t.tion (NATO)

has decided on a steady quantitative and qUalitative increas,e in armaments ..

The World Peace Council also views with the greatest anxiety proposals that

have been made for the production of new weapons of mass destruction and new

types and systems of such vTeapons.

A massive movement of the peoples - demonstrations, conferences, meetings

and signature campaigns - has spread across all continents condemning the proposal

to produce and deploy the neutron bomb. We welcome the fact that, as a result

of this world-wide campaign, many of the Governments in whose countries it had

been proposed to deploy that infamous weapon have clth,::r refused to allow that

bomb to be deployed on their soil or have expressE~/i J,,,x'icuc'; reservations with

regard to s".lch deployment.
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dest
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The World Peace Council appeals to the Assembly at this special session to

ensure that the call for the prohibition of the neutron bomb is included in the

final document. Such a ban on the neutron bomb should be followed by a ban on the

production of all other new weapons of mass destruction.

The World Peace Council believes that it is essential that the special

session should express itself unequivoca.lly in favour of convening a

world disarmament conference, as has been proposed and agreed upon by the vast

majority of Governments represented in the United Nations. Such a world

disarmament conference would be a forum open to all States, and what is

especially significant is that all the decisions taken by that world

disarmament conference should be binding on all the participating States.

Nothing should be allowed to prevent the convening of the world disarmament

conference, which hundreds of millions of people earnestly desire.

The World Peace Council clearly sees the close connexion that exists

between the three Ds - detente, disarmament and development. It is au

abominable crime that on every single day over $1 billion are spent on

armaments, on the production of weapons for mass destruction; while e.t the

same time, every single day, over 1 billion people all over the world suffer

from hunger and starvation.

For the vast majority of the world's population the ending of the arms

race is vital not only to prevent a nuclear conflagration with the universal

destruction that it would assuredly entail; for that vast majority, the ending

of the arms race is vital for the solution of the most elementary and urgent

problems which face them at every hour and every minute of their lives.

;als
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The ending of the arms race would be a tremendously important contribution

to the fight against hunger and poverty - the fight for a daily handful of rice

or wheat for every man, woman and child in the world.

The final goals of the World Peace Council and of all peoples remain those

which have been repeatedly asserted by the United Nati.ons. Nevertheless,

it is necessary to consider what could be the most immediate and urgent steps

which could be taken at this special session.

Proposals were put forward clearly and categorically at the recent Conference

of Non-Governmental Organizations in Support of the Special Session on

Disarmament which was held in Geneva in February and March this year. That

Conference, in which over 100 non-governmental organizations in

consultative status with the Economic and Social Council took part, emphasized

the gTeat significance of the partial agreements already reached in the field

of controlling the arms race. Nevertheless, the non-governmental organizations

expressed their dissatisfaction at the fact that the arms race had grown

even more dangerous than before. The Geneva Conference, th~ref9re, called

for redoubled action by non-governmental organizations to halt the arms race.

The World Peace Council proposes that the Assembly at this special session

should take a number of urgent and immediate steps:

The cessation of all further production of all types of nUC.lear and

other weapons of mass destruction, with a view to the halting of a

further build-up in numbers and quality of such weapons;

Secondly, progressive reduction of the existing armies and conventional

weapons of the permanent members of the United Nations Security Council,

together with those of all the countries associated with them in

military agreements.

Such immediate measures could be of the greatest value.

I would like to end by reiterating our fervent support of the United Nations.

The World Peace Council is the largest and strongest movement of world pUblic
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It is a vast mass movement of
"-

of all continents. It seeks to
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opinion for peace that has ever existed.

action by hundreds of millions of people

defend peace and to build peace.

The World Peace Council pledges itself to do everything possible to make

known the results of this special session and to bring the force of public

opinion to bear for the implementation of all the positive measures for

disarmament proposed during the session.

Together, the Governments and the peoples of the world, pledged to

peace and disal"'il1ament, can surely succeed.

The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from Spanish.): I call on the

representative of the World Union of Catholic Women's Organizations,

Mrs. Elizabeth Lovatt-Dolan.

Mrs. LOVATT-DOLAIIf (World Union of Catholic Women is Organizations): The lvorld

Unien ef C~tholic Wcmenis Organizaticns deeply appreciates the opportunity given us

to speak to this Ad Hoc Committee of the iihole of the special session on

disarmament, a ~ession which we believe to be of unprecedented significance

in the history of the United Nations.

The World Union·is a federation of 129 organizations in 60 countries on

all continents, with a membership of approximately 30 million women. A principal

thrust of our programmes and activities is the promotion of integral human

development and of the conditions of economic and social justice which make

that development possible.

We are deeply concerned by the cruelly inhibiting effect on development

produced over the years by the arms race and its spiralling technology, the

expanding trade in increasingly sophisticated and expensive w'eaponry, and the

great exaggeration of military budgets.

Since 1947, Hembers of the United Nations have repeatedly deplored, in

various United Nations bodies and agencies, the tragedy of millions of human

persons "'"CO bear intolerable burdens of preventable illness, malnourishment,

illiteracy and general impoverishment. Yet, the imbalance between the
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investments in development and the investments in weaponry keeps growing

steadily from day to day. Again at this session we have heard expressed an

almost univerSal concern for development. It is with hope, therefore, that

'\ore urge you to take this historic opportunity to meet that concern by

agreeing to a reduction of military budgets and the establishment of a

corresponding fund for development.

We believe that the basic security of people everywhere resides in the

availability of food, health services, shelter, education, employment and a

wholesome, unpolluted environment, and that it is the first responsibility

of Governments to meet these fundamental needs of their citizens.

It is both irrational and immoral to commit almost half of the world's

scientific research and technological development to increasing the already

unimagiuable potential for total destruction. He believe it is a mOral

imperative to direct the creative potential of science and technology to the

service of human beings.

We believe the time has come to detach the concept of security from that of

dependence on the .military and on the fearful tension of deterrence. It is

time to make the necessary investments in the soluticn of the problems that menace

the quality of life, if not the very existence of every creature on the planet.

It has been a source of deep regret to us that the series of United Nations

studies on the economic and social advantages of demilitarizing national

economies has been largely ignored. vIe venture to hope that the proposal

before this session of a many-ti~red study of conversion from military to

civilian production will lead to concrete plans and mechanisms for the

Teorientatim of the industries involved. Vlith Pope Paul, we consider it I
;'untlrinkable that no other work can be found for hundreds and thousands of workers

than the produc~ion of instruments of death. ii

\ole believe that the nuclear-arms race must not only b'J stopped but must

be reversed, and that the trade in so-called conventional weapons must also

be brought under effective control. A necessary corollary to such controls

and other disarmament measures must, 1-re believe, be the development of ways

other than armed conflicts to settle disputes - a sound basis for which already



,on of
~)

MD/jbm A!S-10!AC.l/PV.7
69-70

(Mrs. Lovatt-Dolan. 't'lorld Union of
Catholic Women's Organizations)

I; of

menace

,ions

rorkers I

exists in the United Nations Charter - and of mechanisms for peace-making as
well as peace-keeping.

'tve know from our members throughout the world the terrible effects of

the absence of peace and the acceptance of violence. not only on women. but

on entire populations and on the fabric of the society in which we live.

We agree with those representatives in the Preparatory Committee who

emphas ized that ~;disarmament is everyone's business i;. and w'e implore you to

maintain the sense of urgency which that Committee has generated.
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The CHAIRMAI~ (interpretation from Spanish): I call on the

representative of the lTorld Veterans Federation, Ur. Wourgaft.

Hr. WOURGAPT ('\-Torld Veterans Federation). (interpretation from

French) : I have the honour to speak on behalf of 20 million

veterans, resistance fighters, former prisoners in concentration camps and

former prisoners of war, from some '50 countries from all continents,

all social origins, all Geographical regions and of all political and cultural

persuasions, ,Tho have joined together 'tvithin the World Veterans Federation.

Those 20 million include not only those 't-Tho fought shoulcler to shoulder

but also those who faced each other 1nth arms in their hands, people who

having known destruction, the suffering of uar and the struggle for

national independence and ,Those bodies and minds are still scarred by that

'. experience, have decided to ,TOrk together to't'Tards better understandinG and

better international co-operation for a more peaceful, freer and more just

As you consider the principles and proposals before you, 'VTe would ask you

to keep in mind that disarmament is a global right-to-life issue; that you are

dealing 'tnth the future of unique, precious, living human beings - not

abstractions - that your children and our children have a right to grow up in

an environment fre~ from the dangers of radiation leaks and fall-outs, and from

the destabilizing influence of the persistent possibility of annihilation.

The Uorld Union of Catholic l'lomen' s Organizations is committed to the

promotion of education for peace, to the changing of attitudes that underlie

the accel?tance of violence, and the formation of a pUblic opinion that Trill

create the climate of trust and political will necessary to make progress

to't~ds disarmament possible.

In conclusion we feel we can do no better than to repeat these words

from Pope Paul's message to this Assembly:

"Do not depart Without having laid the foundations and given the

indispensable momentum to the solution of the problem that has brought

you here together. 'Tomorrow may be too late.'" (A!S-10!AC.l!PV.3; J). 13-15)
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world 'ldthin the framevTork of the principles of the United. I'Iations Charter

and the Universal Declara.tion of Human Rights. That necessarily means 'l'1orldng

to put an end to the arms race and to make progress to'lfoards disarmament.'

I have no need to remind repr~sentatives of the consequence of the arms

race t its terrible dangers t the tremendous squandering of financial t teclmological

and human resources it involves, to the detriment of the economic development of

third, world countries and the establishment of a new international economic

order and t generally speaking t to the detriment of the 'lrell-being of all

peoples in the world. 'Representatives of Governments and representatives of

the communi-l;y of non-goverl1Inental organizations who have spoken before me from

this rostrum have dwelt at length and most eloquently on this topic.

This special session c~ the, General Assembly has already yielded an

initial result t the recognition of the need and the urgency to put an end

to the arms race and to make progress towards disarmament and the assertion

that this objective is not just a desirable ideal but represents an absolute

imperative for the very future of mankind.

It is now up to States Hembers of the united Nations to shoulder the

responsibility for facing up to this situation and to agree at this special

session on concrete measures 'l'1hich 'lvill make it possible to advance

towards that goal.

We are a'lfoare of the complexity of the political t militarYt economic and

technolo[;;ical F'c'..'lc:s which have to be resolved and of their interdependence t

particularly frith regard to the security to which each State, large or small t
is entitled.

But 'lfe are also avTare that the solution to these problems is by no means

beyond the reach of the means which science and technology have made available

to mankind. Can'1'1e not reasonably assume that these solutions will be largely

facilitated if a proportion of the htmlan and financial resources immobilized

in the scientific search for means of destruction were devoted to the problems

of disarmament?
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We also know that there are psychological obstacles to dis~rmament and,

primarily, the ividespread fear that a reduction in arms might endanger

national security.

Representing ,as it does men and women who have fought for the security

and independence of their respective countries, men and women who are

profoundly attached to that security and who 'Would never allow it to be

endangered, the World Veterans Federation is convinced that it is possible

to put an end to the arms race and to make progress towards general and

complete disarmament under effective int~rnational control while at every

stage ensuring the security of all.

We are convinced that true security does not lie in the stockpiling

of armaments, but rather in a satisfactory solution to problems which give

rise to tension and conflict, particularly with regard to a more equitable

distribution of world resources. But we also feel that progress towards

that end requires a change in the .very context of international relations

so that cc>nfidence, co-operation and recourse to arbitration in

resolying international disputes, replace distrust, fear, and the threat or

the use of :force" The road we must take has been pcointed out~ particularly by

the San Franciso Charter, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, and the human

rights covenants which define the rights of individuals and peoples, by resolutions

of your. General Assembly and by the Final Act of the Conference on Security and

Co~operation in Europe.

However, in order to encourage and strengthen political will and to

make progress in this direction, it is necessary to promote a climate of

confidence. 'That implies that the measures agreed upon should be
adopted idth the consent of all States, great and small, vThich also

means that priority should be given to the search for possible agreements

rather than exchanges of accusations and charges. 'The direction which that

search should take has been laid down in the proposal suh~itted to the

special session by Governments and in the message addressed to it by the

community of non-governmental organizations following the Conference it held

in Geneva.
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For our part, the veterans have been working and intend to continue to

1vork to that end, Thus, in 1975 in Paris the World Veterans Federation, in

co-operation with the Europ'ean Confederation of Veterans, the International

Confederation of Former Prisoners of War and the International Federation of

Resistance Fighters, held a European symposium of veterans on

disarmament Which brought together representa.tives of associations from all

European countries, of all political and philosophical persuasions and which

produced a final declaration unanimously defining the principles and

modalities of action for disarmament.

Thus those four organizations have just produced a poster 'Which encourages

us to believe that the concerns of vete:rans on the SUbject of disarmament

and the action they advocate will very soon be expressed and widely disseminated

with the sam.e text (translated into the national languages) and the same

illustrations in all European countries and in some other countries of the

1'1Orld. 'Thus, at the symposium of experts from the United Nations Educational,

Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), as was mentioned by its

Di.'l("ector-General, these organizations presented their common views on the

psychological obstacles to disarmament and the means of overcoming them,

a document, the out:l:-ines and recommendations of which were accepted by the

experts. That is why we are preparing for a world meeting of veterans on

disarmament which will deal partiCUlarly with the results of the special

session so that they 1nll become better known and can be implemented more

rapidly.
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The armed ~onflicts of our time affect lar~er and larger numbers of peoplp..

Thus, veterans' organizations reflect more and. more faithfully the social

cross-sections or their various ~ountries and constitute a microcosm of each

national society, its tend.en~ie~ and its aspirations. Hence, as we have noted

so often, agreements reached within the cOnllllunity of veterans are signiUcatlt,

becaus~ they reflect a consensus~ demonstrating that it is possible to translate

these ~~reements into diplomatic facts.

On behalf at I.he l>1ol"ld Veterans Federation, which reflects also the concerns

of the con'iUlunity of non-governmental orga,nizations, representatives of which we

have just 'been hearing~ I should like to repeat my e.ppeaJ. and to express once

again the hope that this Assembly, ~~ich has seen the vast independence movement

01" the peoples or the world coming to fruition, will in the next few days record

an. agreement regarding immediate and concrete measures which would reflect the

determina~io~of Governments to work swiftly t01~rds halting the arms race and

tolmrds disarm.ament, so that mankind might advance boldly on new ground,

:gt;1a'ratl.'teeing to all t"'ull development, with respect for the right to happiness,

.freedom aud dignity, and within a climate of international trust.

,,"-,
'The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from Spanish): I now call on the last

spes.k.er~ 'Who j.s Mrs.. Avramovs the representative of the Yugoslav League for

.Peace'$ Independence and Equality of Peoples.

Mrs. AVRAMOV (Yugoslav League for Peace, Irld.ependence and Equality ;)f

Peo:pl:es): At the beginning of the Second World War the great leaders of the

United. S"Wi.tes o~ Americas the USSR and Great Britain, who headed the coalition

that gave rise to the present United Nations, addressed their first words to

:PeDJ;lJ:e all over the worlds calling on them to join their efforts, in a
SJliri:t of' mutual confidence and trust, in the struggle against brutal

:Toree m1d Bitler' s tyranny. It is symbolic that today the people have

been gi-V-cll the right to be heard, when the very survival of oivilization is

'agai:n in question. This time, however, the danger proceeds not from outside,
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11."O1ll tlenemies l
\ but from those w"2om the Charter has entrusted 'With primary

responsibility for maintaining that international p-:ace which was so hard won.
On 8 August 1945 11 the four Powers concluded the Agreemen.t on the

pl"Osecution sud punishment of the major war criminals of the European l,..us
and~ in the annex t.o the Agreement ll set forth the charter for the constitution
of' the International Military Tribunal. Article 6 of that charter includes:­
smong the acts to be considered as crimes against peace, the planning ana,
preparation of war, and, alIlOng the acts to be considered as crimes against
hmnanity. mass annihilation and inhuman acts coImIlitted against any civil.ian
population, not only d:.ll"ing, but also before 11 a war.

In the name of the eIitire civili:zedc01ilmunity of nations 11 the General.
Assembly, on 11 December 1945, affirmed these principles as a part of positive
international law. However 11 they appear to have been forgotten. In the
last three decades ~the manuf'acture oT instrumen'ts for ivorld destruction has
bee-.n adopted as an Official. mi.1.itary progra:mme bjT two blocs, -the l~orth Atlantic
'rreaty Organization, (r~TO) and the loiarsaw Pact. Bci.=ntifi c efforts have been
msused in order to produce ever more poweTf'u1. weapoRso:f IJJaSS destruction.

One cannot escape the conclusion that double standards operate in
international. affairs ~ and that is unacceptable human behaviour. }fuile the
two super-Powers have proclaimed their desire for general and co~lete

ilisannament ll both have increased their stockpiles of weapons. It is hardly
necessary to 1S¥ stress on the moral ll political and legal implications of
the discrepancy between the words and the deeds of the great Powers.

It is not my intention to argue about power-ideology or armament policies,
which are so contrary to reason and justice and so dangerous to the security
of' peoples, and are full of contradictions in relation 'Co be-sic human values
and the social aims of' civilized mankind.

May I, on behalf of the Yugoslav League for Peace, Independence and
Equality of' Peoples, simply draw attention to the reasons for our commitment
to disarmament. The Yugoslav people have a special appreciation of peace,
since the entire history of my country has been one of continuous struggle to
achie-ve and saf'eguard independence and the right to its own path of development.

(Mrs ,. Avra.m:>v, Yugoslav League for
Peace, Independence and EQuallty
of Peoples)
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As th~ arms race accelerated and disarmament negotiations consistently

tailed, a stror~ people's movement arose throughout the non-aligned world

against power politics and against the two blocs as the representatives of

those policies. ~he Yugoslav League for Peace, as one of the non-governmental

organizations co-operating with many' peace organizations in the world, has been

contributing to ttiese efforts.

The problem of armament is a drastic manifestation of the vast nu~ber of

accumulated problems and contradictions which the world is facing: antagonistic

military blocs; inequality in international economic and political relations;

the use of force, threats and pressure as methods of solving disputes; local

conflicts; and frequent violation of the principles of independence and

non-interference in internal affairs. Historians are unanimous in their view

that the system of competitive alliances and militarism are the principal

factors that cause wars. The arms rS,ce reflects also the struggle of tile great

Powers for control over the economic resources of' the world. In Africa and

the Middle :East today we can see the effects of this great-Power rivalry,

which increases the risk of war, even between the major Powers. Today, on the

other hand, we are confronted by a shortage of raw materials in many areas of

i.D.dustrial activity, owing, to a great extent, to the arms race, which consumes

extraordinary quantities of energy and raw materials. This is why we will

not achieve disarmament without establishing a hew international economic order,

one which will meet the needs not only of developing countries but also of

the developed countries, and which will eliminate exploitation and dominance in

the world economy. The New International Economic Order and disarmament are

t'WO sides of the same problem.
Of' course, disarmament is a problem of great complexity. One aspect of

it is re1ated directly to the organization of peaceful coexistence among

States, nations and people belonging to different social and economic systems.

~s are a glaring s,ymptom of a refusal to accept a relationship based on

!'Srl;ua1 respect. However, progress must be achieved in many other fields ~ such

as the demilitarization of science, the improvement of methods for peaceful

change, and the peaceful settlement of international disputes.
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In the opinion of the Yugoslav League :for Peace, disarmament is, in
essence, a global problem of vital interest to all mankind and can be solved
only through a global vision of the w0rld. 1'(; is for this reason that the
problem cannot be dealt with by the ti'TO super-POi'Ters alone, or by a group
of states. Future machinery for negotiations should be global, universal
in scope~ Rnd completely devoid of secrecy and mystification. Representatives
of non-governmental organizations, as well as highly qualified scientists
in their personal capacity, should form part of this machinery.

May I mentj,on just one other aspect of the problem. Approaching
disarmam.ent in retrospect, one sees that two sorts of considerations bear
on this problem: those of a juridicaJ. and technical character and those of
an ethicaJ. and social character. The former have been given more weight, and
the main reasons for the~ailure of negotiations are to be found in this field.



The meeting rose at 6.05 p.m.

The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from Spanish): Hith this statement we
come to the end of today's meetings devoted to speeches from non-governmental
organizations. On behalf of all the members of the Ad Hoc Committee, - should
like to express our gratitUde to the representatives of those oreanizations ~vho
have spoken at both meetings today. After having listened to them very carefully
and 't-Tith interest p I think I can safely say that both the Preparatory Committee
of the tenth special session and the General Assembly were fully justified in
deciding to associate the non~governmentalorganizations with our VTork. The
valuable proposals which have been made are a great contribution to our work
and. 'tdll undoubtecUy be very carefully studied by all deleBations and Governments.
VIe shall transmit their concern to our Governments, and the General Assembly
has received fresh momentum from them. This may very well mark the beginning
of a very promising stage in the work of the United Nations in the field of
disarmament.

i'le cannot accept the argument that problems of a technical nature bar the
w~ to progress. The wide spectrum of disarmBment problems has been discussed
at hundreds of meetings both within and outside the United Nations. More than
9,000 books have been published by people who have made meaningful
contributions to the solution of this problem. A number of approaches can be
used. As regards the possibility of control over the observance of the
disarmament process, modern science has at its disposal all the necessary
means to guarantee such control, as has been shmm by experts.

We find the reason for failure in a lack of good will, political courage
and humanistically oriented policy. Future efforts in the disarmament field
must be inspired by ethical and social considerations to a much greater extent.
Only with meral and political clarity, by realizing the human essence of the
problem is it possible to overcome the present apocalyptic situation.

In the eyes of world public opinion the goal of disarmament is quite simply
the survival of the human race. This is the most crucial aspect of the arms
race, in which the interest of the whole of mankind coincides.

(Mrs. Avramov, Yugoslay League for
P~ace, Independence and Egu~ity
£f..., Peoples )
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