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Introduction

1. The third meeting of the UNECE Steering CommittEEducation for Sustainable
Development (ESD) took place on 31 March and 114108 in Geneva.

2. The meeting was attended by delegates (represerdihghe education and the
environment sectors) from Austria, Azerbaijan, Baig, Bulgaria, Canada, Croatia, Cyprus, the
Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, Fra@emrgia, Germany, Greece, Hungary,
Israel, Italy, Kyrgyzstan, Lithuania, Moldova, tNetherlands, Norway, Poland, Romania,
Serbia, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Swanekl Turkey, Ukraine and Uzbekistan.

3. Representatives of the United Nations Educatid®ekntific and Cultural Organization
(UNESCO) participated.

4. The following intergovernmental organizations wezpresented: the European
Environment Agency (EEA), the Organisation for Emmic Co-operation and Development
(OECD) and the Regional Environmental Center font@# and Eastern Europe (REC-CEE).

5. The following non-governmental organizations (NG@sgnded: the Ecological
Movement “BIOM” and European ECO-Forum, a coalitafrenvironmental citizens’
organizations.

6. Representatives of the following education ingtitus participated: Institute Florimont
and the University of Zurich.

7. The list of participants is available on the UNE®E&bsite
(http://www.unece.org/env/esd/SC.Meet.htm#3rdMtg

8. The meeting was chaired by Mr. Andreas Karamanosg(e).

9. Following the decisions by the second meeting efSteering Committee on ESD and by
the Joint Session on ESD at the Sixth Ministeriahf@rence “Environment for Europe”
(Belgrade Ministerial Conference), as well as thogéhe sixth meeting of the Bureau of the
Steering Committee on ESD, the secretariat in dtatsen with the Chairperson had prepared
several documents for the Steering Committee ngeetith documents for the meeting are
available on the UNECE websitetip://www.unece.org/env/esd/SC.Meet.htm#3rdMtg

l. OPENING OF THE MEETING AND ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA

10.  The Chairperson opened the meeting. He welcomesydts to the third meeting of the
Steering Committee and congratulated them on tbeesgful outcomes of the Joint Session on
ESD at the Belgrade Ministerial Conference, oneloich was the extension of the mandate
until 2015 of the Steering Committee to overseeStiategy’s implementation and to review its
progress. The Chairperson highlighted the mainabivjes of the meeting, which were: (a) to
review progress achieved in implementing the Sgsagence the pilot reporting exercise was
carried out; (b) to consider and adopt the draftkA\Rian of Implementation for Phase Il of the
UNECE Strategy for ESD (2008-2010), including itbstantive content, time frame and
financial implications; (c) to review progress mdxjethe UNECE Expert Group on Indicators
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for ESD; and (d) to discuss the issue of competéné&sSD in the education sector and how to
address it in the Steering Committee’s work.

11. The Steering Committee adopted the meeting agendataut in document
ECE/CEP/AC.13/2008/1 and corrigendum 1.

Il. EDUCATION FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT-RELATED
OUTCOMES OF THE SIXTH MINISTERIAL CONFERENCE
‘ENVIRONMENT FOR EUROPE”

12.  Ms. Monika Linn, Secretary to the Sixth Minister@bnference “Environment for
Europe” (Belgrade, 10-12 October 2007), informex$keering Committee about the major
outcomes of the Belgrade Ministerial Conference amalut those of particular relevance to ESD.
The Belgrade Ministerial Conference was attendethbye than 1,000 official delegates —
including 60 ministers, deputy ministers and Stateretaries, 16 of whom came from the
education sector — as well as approximately 2,03@vers and other participants. Ministers and
high-level officials from 51 UNECE member Statesl éime European Commission discussed
progress achieved in the implementation of enviremtal policy since the 2003 Kiev Ministerial
Conference, capacity-building and partnerships,taaduture of the “Environment for Europe”
(EfE) process. The success of the Joint Sessid&Sanhindicated the overwhelming support
among participating actors for furthering the &ggton ESD in practice. The education and
environment ministers adopted by acclamation that Riatement on ESDvoicing their
commitment to the further implementation of thea&tgy as well as to the extension of the
Steering Committee’s mandate to oversee regiongleimentation of the Strategy on ESD up to
2015. The main outcomes of the Belgrade MinistéC@ahference were reflected in the
Ministerial Declaratiohand the Chair's SummaryOne of these was the continuation of the EfE
process as an important and unique partnershilN&ECE member States, United Nations
agencies represented in the region, other intergovental organizations, regional
environmental centres, and NGOs and other majarpg.oFurthermore, participants at the
Belgrade Ministerial Conference decided that the ffocess should undergo a reform to ensure
that it remained relevant and valuable, as welbadrengthen its effectiveness as a mechanism
for improving environmental quality and the liveisp@ople across the UNECE region. The
reform of the EfE process was being prepared bytiECE Committee on Environmental
Policy during a number of dedicated meetings in8@ih a view to its adoption by the
Committee before the end of this year and its apmset endorsement by the Economic
Commission for Europe at its session in spring 2009

13. The Chairperson gave an overview of the Joint 8assn ESD. He referred to the ESD-
related provisions of the Ministerial Declaratiardahe Chair's Summary of the Belgrade
Ministerial Conference. The Ministerial Declaratimelcomed the efforts of all Governments to

! Statement on ESD by the Ministers of Education efrttie Environment of the UNECE region adoptethat
Joint Session on ESD (ECE/BELGRADE.CONF/2007/4/Ajd.

2 Declaration “Building Bridges to the Future” byetministers of the UNECE region
(ECE/BELGRADE.CONF/2007/8).

% Chair's Summary of the Sixth Ministerial Confererf&nvironment for Europe”
(ECE/BELGRADE.CONF/2007/9).
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meet the objectives of the United Nations DecadeSiD as well as the Joint Statement on ESD
adopted by the Joint Session, and urged countristher strengthen efforts to implement the
UNECE Strategy on ESD. The importance of the ESiz¢ss as a prerequisite and framework
for capacity-building initiatives and multi-stakdtier partnership in the region was also stressed
in the Declaration. The Chair's Summary includesbmprehensive overview of the discussion
at and outcomes of the session. The Chairpersdridtiged the key conclusions concerning the
future focus of ESD implementation: (a) furtheestgthening the initial measures in the move to
ESD; (b) developing ESD competencies, teachingstantl materials and improving their
content; (c) enhancing efforts regarding the cotw@pransition from environmental to ESD
education; and (d) promoting ESD through capaadityding and dissemination of good
practices.

14. The Steering Committee agreed that the Joint SessideSD during the Belgrade
Ministerial Conference had been a culmination poirRhase | of implementation of the
Strategy. It considered the achievements, lessamaed and challenges identified in the
implementation of the Strategy and agreed on theak&ad. The Joint Session had shown a
high commitment from Governments with respect tpleamenting the Strategy, and also that
EfE Ministerial Conferences can be used as a phatfor regional high-level promotion of the
Strategy’s implementation. The Steering Committegtéd member States to actively
participate in the EfE reform discussion, with thew to ensuring that ESD remained a
component of the future EfE Conferences.

Il. PROGRESS BY UNECE MEMBER STATES IN THE IMPLEMENTATI ON OF
THE UNECE STRATEGY FOR EDUCATION FOR
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

15. The Steering Committee heard reports by Governnantgctivities undertaken to
implement the Strategy since the submission optlo¢ national implementation reports at the
end of 2006.

16.  The reports by countries showed that there had geed progress made in implementing
the Strategy. In many countries, there was a comaerit by Governments to establish the
necessary policies and institutional arrangememisnaechanisms to implement the Strategy.
Implementation of the initial measures (e.qg. tratis the Strategy into the official national
languages, establishment of national focal pointsestablishing consultative mechanisms) had
been completed in most of the countries. Most aesihad also taken steps to introduce ESD
into their policy and legislative documents, anchgneountries had started drafting national
action plans for ESD. Some countries had alreadypteted the national action plans and were
working towards implementing them. Coordination ameireness-raising activities were being
undertaken at the national level through the omgiin of ESD meetings, workshops,
conferences and a variety of other events promatimysupporting ESD. Many countries were
promoting the Strategy in diverse internationalifos. Efforts were being made to move from
the environmental education to ESD. ESD informatiod teaching materials were being
developed to support the education sector in iategg ESD in the teaching. In some countries,
specific budgets were being allocated for ESD éaty; however, in others (mostly in counties
with economies in transition), financial constraiand the lack of resources remained a
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challenge to the further implementation of ESD. Maountries had established websites that
contained information relevant to ESD.

17. The interventions are available on the UNECE websit
(http://www.unece.org/env/esd/SC.Meet.htm#3rdMtg addition, delegations were invited to
submit to the secretariat information on differeE&D-related events, tools and materials and
other relevant information for posting on the UNE®ebsite, with a view to sharing this
information fttp://www.unece.org/env/esd/events.rand
http://www.unece.org/env/esd/Useful.info.hyml

18.  Although the progress varied in different countiieshe region, the overall
implementation of Phase | was considered succedgielimplementation of Phase 1l (2008—
2010) lay ahead and countries’ efforts should bectied at strengthening the achievements of
Phase | and following up on them, as well as uaderyg new activities to further
implementation of the Strategy.

V. REPORT ON THE PROGRESS MADE BY THE UNECE EXPERT
GROUP ON INDICATORS FOR EDUCATION
FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

19. The Chairperson opened this item of the agendabgratulating delegations for their
active participation in the pilot reporting exeei® review progress in implementation of the
Strategy for the Belgrade Ministerial Conference
(http://www.unece.org/env/esd/Implement.Gov.htiirhe feedback of 36 national
implementation reports — even if the details obinfation differed — had been a success. The
close and effective joint work between UNECE andBECO, especially in the area of
monitoring the progress, was highly appreciatedieynber States. The Chairperson informed
the Steering Committee that the first mandatorpripg exercise to assess the implementation
of the Phase Il would take place during 2010.

20. Mr. Roel van Raaij, Chairperson of the Expert Gragported on progress made in
revising the indicators and developing qualityemnia (ECE/CEP/AC.13/2008/4, Information
Paper No. 2, Information Paper No. 3, and the PBuaiet presentation
http://www.unece.org/env/esd/SC.Meet.htm#3rdMEpllowing the extension of the Expert
Group’s mandate by the Steering Committee secoreinge the Group had revised the
reporting format. The revision included the additaf one new sub-indicator (2.1.3) dedicated
to teaching and learning methods under the indicatbas well as certain modifications and
additions to the annexed template tables. Withaesfp quality criteria, the Expert Group
agreed that this issue should be approached fremdu@ntitative and qualitative perspectives.
A set of criteria/thresholds to access and momsitigcess in the implementation of the Strategy
had been developed as a follow-up to the quamitapproach (ECE/CEP/AC.13/2008/4, annex
). To follow-up on the qualitative approach, thepErt Group had developed a draft list of
descriptors comprising explanatory notes on relewvaticators and sub-indicators and providing
good practices and examples for each of theser(haton Paper No. 3). In conjunction with the
informal guidance for reporting, the descriptoraldcserve as a valuable tool for enhancing the
implementation process and its monitoring and extadn, as well as for facilitating the
exchange of experience (e.g. by sharing good pegtamongst countries.
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21. The Steering Committee expressed its appreciafitimoexcellent work done by the
Expert Group on Indicators for ESD and endorsedédhised reporting format
(ECE/CEP/AC.13/2008/8). The Steering Committee alsltomed the criteria developed to
assess success in the implementation of the Syrateg

22. The Steering Committee decided to extend the EXpextip’s mandate until the
Committee’s next meeting in 2009, with the Experd@ assuming the task of finalizing the
draft list of descriptors as a tool to supporttéyeorting format. This would include revising the
template for good practice (i.e. adapting it tochahe reporting format) to make for more
efficient use of the submitted good practices, \ithew to sharing lessons learned in
implementing the Strategy.

23. Regarding ESD monitoring and reporting at the dldédael, participants noted that the
UNECE Reporting Format was used by the UNESCO Expsyup on Monitoring and
Evaluation as a model for developing a questioenaimssess the mid-term progress in
implementing the United Nations Decade of ESD. if-term review will take place at the
UNESCO World Conference on ESD, which would be hidch 31 March to 2 April 2009 in
Bonn, Germany. Successful progress in implemematisghe UNECE Strategy for ESD would
serve as a valuable regional contribution to tpisaming global conference.

V. HOW DO TEACHERS TEACH SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT? —
A PANEL ON COMPETENCE IN EDUCATION FOR
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT IN THE EDUCATION SECTOR

24. The issue of competences in ESD was identifiechbyldbint Session at the Belgrade
Ministerial Conference as a key challenge to tth&ir ESD implementation. To address this
challenge, a panel discussion was organized featuepresentatives of ministries, teachers and
students from both higher- and secondary-level &iilugal institutions, and NGOs
(ECE/CEP/AC.13/2008/6). To support the discussiopaper on competence in ESD in the
education sector had been prepared by the seatdtadonsultation with selected experts and
members of the Bureau (ECE/CEP/AC.13/2008/7).

25. The panellists reflected on existing problems dad shared experience and good
practices in integrating ESD into teacher trainifige panel discussion provided a useful
contribution to the dialogue on competences in EBid, revealed a great variety of approaches
in addressing the development of competences, wi@pkend on perspectives of the actors
involved and the specific needs and framework dard in different subregions. Different
views were expressed on what kind of competences ttebe developed, e.g. competences of
educators vis-a-vis competences of the learners.

26. The representative of UNESCO stressed the impatahdeveloping competences in
ESD and welcomed the initiative by the UNECE redioplay a leading role in tackling this
issue, with a view to serving as a blueprint fdrestregions.

27.  As a follow-up to the discussion, the Steering Catte®m asked the Expert Group on
Indicators for ESD to prepare, for consideratiorthi® next meeting of the Steering Committee,
a proposal for a mandate, including the terms f@fremce and human and financial resources



ECE/CEP/AC.13/2008/2
Page 7

required, for a possible expert group on competeic&SD. The Expert Group on Indicators,
together with additionally invited experts in ES@ngpetences, would meet at the UNESCO
premises in Paris in mid-September of this yealeteelop the proposal. Countries were invited
to express their interest and submit candidaturesmerts with specific expertise in ESD
competences to the secretariat by 1 June 2008.

VI. DRAFT WORK PLAN OF IMPLEMENTATION FOR PHASE Il (200 8-2010)
OF THE UNECE STRATEGY FOR EDUCATION FOR
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

28. Following the request by the ministers at the Basdgr Ministerial Conference, the
secretariat in consultation with the Chairpersoh én@ Bureau had prepared a draft Work Plan
of Implementation for Phase 1l (2008-2010) of thdECE Strategy for ESD
(ECE/CEP/AC.13/2008/5). The plan comprised a vaméactivities aimed at coordination,
capacity-building and sharing of experience to supand further the implementation of ESD in
the region, including through workshops and traisirthe sharing of good practices and case
studies, strengthening the use of electronic t@vsreness-raising and the review of the
implementation of Phase |. The UNECE secretariatléaf resources permitted, facilitate
implementation of the plan.

29. The draft Work Plan set out a roadmap of activitegghe Phase I, with a view to
addressing the needs and challenges identifiedsatihe UNECE region in a comprehensive
way. Many of the activities would require additibnesources to enable their implementation.
As a prerequisite for the successful implementatioBSD, the two key priorities for Phase |l
were: (a) the development and the implementatidgh@hational action plans for ESD; and (b)
the development of competences in ESD.

30. The Steering Committee considered and adopted thr Rlan of Implementation for
Phase II, and invited interested Governments tuigedeadership for the key activities
identified therein. Some delegations stressed ¢leel o use all available resources at the
subregional and national levels, in particular wehpect to the Work Plan’s paragraph 15.
Regarding the proposed workshops in its paragrapkhg issue of education for sustainable
consumption was suggested as a theme for the WdsSteopean subregion. Italy would
consider its possible leadership for this activity.

31. With regard to the financial matters relating te tinplementation of the Work Plan, the
Chairperson reiterated the scheme of voluntaryriimriions agreed by the Vilnius High-level
Meeting of Environment and Education Ministriesl{vis, 17—18 March 2005). The financial
issues are reflected in the Work Plan’s annexnlith updated information provided in the
Information Paper No. ftp://www.unece.org/env/esd/SC.Meet.htm#3rdM#fgnumber of
countries expressed their interest in contributingncially to implementation of the Work Plan.
The following pledges were made at the meetingtau$€2,000), Czech Republic (€2,000),
Greece (€2,000), Slovakia (€2,000) and Sweden QROOSEK). Italy expressed its interest in
contributing, and Canada would look into possileititto do so. The mislaid Norwegian
contribution for 2006—2007 (200,000 NOK) was idgeti and reallocated for the ESD
activities.
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32. The Steering Committee stressed that it was cruwiahsure stable and predictable
funding for effective implementation of the WorlaR| and encouraged Governments and
organizations to support the ESD programme. TherBigg Committee requested the secretariat
to send letters soliciting financial support to Member States before summer. Countries were
also invited to provide the secretariat with namiegotential donors to be approached by the
Chairperson of the Steering Committee. In line \lith request made by ministers at the
Belgrade Conference, the Steering Committee asieddcretariat to provide a clear indication
on when and how the latter could intervene to chahg current decision, so that in the next
biennium regular budget resources could be useB$@r activities.

VIL. INTERLINKAGES AND POSSIBLE MUTUAL BENEFITS OF THE U NECE
PROCESS AND OTHER EDUCATION FOR SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENT PROCESSES AND ACTIVITIES

33. Delegates supported strengthening synergies bettheddNECE Strategy on ESD and
ESD-related activities taking place in the framewon the United Nations Decade of ESD, the
Commission on Sustainable Development, the Europeson (EU) and the Mediterranean
Strategy for Sustainable Development. Many acésitiad been reported by stakeholders and
UNECE member States with regard to implementing E88uding promoting ESD and the
Strategy in the relevant international forums. Nayvinformed the meeting about an Internet-
based support system for ESD, aimed at providisgsgem for knowledge-building related to
sustainable development (http://sustain.no/). lkaigfed the meeting about its leadership of the
Task Force on Education for Sustainable Consumptitiich had as its aim encouraging the
introduction of sustainable consumption and praduagprinciples into formal, non-formal and
informal learning processes. A collection of guides$, recommendations and examples of
curricula, “Here and Now Education for Sustainabsumption”, was being prepared by the
Task Force jointly with the United Nations Enviroamt Programme and UNESCO. Italy also
stressed that the Commission on Sustainable Developrepresented the appropriate
international forum for emphasizing the interdisiciary content of ESD and where ESD should
be promoted with tangible examples of the effectdss of education both as a means of
implementation and as an accompanying measureiaraépolicies. Finland informed the
meeting about an upcoming multi-stakeholder prapecESD covering the Baltic region.
Canada highlighted the organization of an NGO a@mfee scheduled to take place at the end of
November 2008 in Manitoba. France announced thenizgtion of an international conference
on ESD for October 2008 in Bordeaux, during thenEnepresidency of the European Union.

34. MIO-ECSDFE presented the activities under the Mediterraneducation Initiative for
Environment and Sustainability (MEDIES), with a iscon developing educational and training
materials; organizing conferences, seminars anthy@sidential workshops; and maintaining a
network of educatorshitp://medies.ngét REC-CEE informed the Steering Committee on the
development of a new set of environmental educatiaterials for younger schoolchildren and
schools with less technical equipment: “Green Ragkor”, to be launched in 2008. REC-CEE
also highlighted the “Course for Sustainability'hieh aimed to assist government officials in

* Mediterranean Information Office for Environme@ylture and Sustainable Development (http://www:-mio
ecsde.org/). Serves as secretariat to MEDIES.
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building their knowledge and skills on sustainat#eelopment issues. The course had been
conducted since 2004, and had served 220 civias¢s\from 11 Central and Eastern European
countries. The representative of Austria, on beblEnvironment and School Initiatives
(ENSI), informed the meeting of the readiness oBSEN support work related to ESD
competences. ENSI was especially appropriate fettdéisk, given the group’s expertise in this
domain as well as the recently accomplished EU C$@Jject, which had resulted in a
handbook on competencies for ESD teachers, prayiiftamework for integrating ESD into
the curricula of teacher-training institutions. Tie@resentative of ENSI also underlined the
ongoing translation of the publicatiGuality criteria for ESD schools, with Portuguese and
Romanian versions already published and RussiaiCamatian versions upcoming. OECD
brought to the delegates’ attention to its in-kawehtribution to implementing the UNECE
Strategy and the Decade of ESD by focusing its weorfromoting the move from
environmental education to ESD curricula. OECD atdormed the meeting about a workshop
on ESD to be held on 11 and 12 September 2008ris, Réhich would focus on: (a) the OECD
national ESD strategies; (b) promoting sustainabl®ols based on the OECD Programme on
Educational Building; (c) education for sustainati@sumption; (d) a curriculum for sustainable
development which went beyond environmental edanaand (e) producing an Insights book
on sustainable development which could be usedsas@dary school-level textbook. EEA
reported to the meeting on the development of &éve @ducational “Eco Agents” website, an
international learning platform targeted at chitd(ages 9 to 14) and educators alike aiming to
raise children’s awareness about current envirotah&sues and topics
(http://ecoagents.eea.europd.€the European Community briefed the meeting enatttivities
carried out within the EU Sustainable Developmerat8gy, stressing the need to take into
account corporate social responsibility vis-a-vistainable development
(http://ec.europa.eu/sustainable/welcome/index_em).Hinally, European ECO-Forum
informed participants about its activities relatiogeSD.

35. The Steering Committee suggested organizing aesidaet on ESD with a focus on
education for sustainable consumption during thateenth session of the Commission on
Sustainable Development in 2010, the first yeaheffourth implementation cycle addressing
sustainable consumption and production issues.

VIlIl.  CALENDAR OF MEETINGS

36. The Steering Committee decided that its next mgetiould be held at the end of
February 2009, in due time to provide regional irjouthe UNESCO World Conference on ESD
(Bonn, Germany, 31 March—2 April 2009). The Bureawld hold its sixth meeting

immediately after the third meeting of the Steel@@nmittee (ECE/CEP/AC.13/2008/2/Add.1),
and its seventh meeting in November 2008.

® Curriculum, Sustainable Development, Competeribeacher Training (CSCT). Detailed information isidable
on the CSCT websiténftp://www.csct-project.org/content/view/1/26/
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IX. ELECTION OF OFFICERS

37. The Steering Committee also held an election atef$. It re-elected Mr. Karamanos
(Greece, education sector) as its Chairperson laated Ms. Jyldyz Duishenova (Kyrgyzstan,
environment sector) as Vice-Chairperson. The Chasgn expressed his appreciation of his re-
election and his continued commitment to work far successful implementation of the ESD
Strategy. Mr. Michael Scoullos (Greece) was reapedi as assistant to the Chairperson.

38.  With a view to representing in a balanced way fiffer@nt subregions of UNECE, the
Steering Committee elected or re-elected the mesrdifats Bureau, as follows: Ms. Vesna Fila,
(Serbia, education sector); Mr. Ara Avetisyan, (&nmra, education sector); Mr. Gerald Farthing,
(Canada, education sector); Mr. Michel Ricard, (€ environment sector); Mr. Paolo Soprano
(Italy, environment sector); Ms. Zvetlana Preote@lRamania, education sector); and Ms. Astrid
Sandas (Norway, education sector). The Chairpeardrthe Vice-Chairperson of the Steering
Committee will serve in their respective capacitiethe Bureau. The representatives of the
stakeholders that participated as observers iBtiieau, namely UNESCO, the regional
environmental centres, European ECO-Forum and EMSE invited to continue in this
capacity.

X. OTHER BUSINESS
39. No other business was brought to the attentioh@fSteering Committee.
XI. CLOSURE OF THE MEETING

40. The Chairperson informed the Steering Committeehtsaconcluding remarks would be
circulated by e-mail. The Bureau and the secrdtasigie requested to follow up on the decisions
of the Steering Committee. The secretariat waschatkénalize the report and the list of
participants for circulation to delegates afterieeting. The Chairperson thanked the Steering
Committee for its constructive and efficient woakd closed the meeting.



