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Introduction
1. The Sixth Ministerial Conference “Environment faurBpe” (EfE) took place from 10 to
12 October 2007 in Belgrade.
2. The Conference was attended by delegates from SibereStates of the United Nations

Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE): Albaniam&nia, Austria, Azerbaijan, Belarus,
Belgium, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Can&aatia, Cyprus, the Czech Republic,
Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Georgia, Germ@ngece, Hungary, Ireland, Israel, Italy,
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Latvia, Liechtenstein, u#&hia, Luxembourg, Moldova, Montenegro,
the Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Romah&@Russian Federation, Serbia, Slovakia,
Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Tajikistdme Tormer Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia,
Turkey, Turkmenistan, the United Kingdom of Greatdn and Northern Ireland, United States
of America and Uzbekistan. Representatives of th@iean Commission also participated. The
Holy See was represented.

3. The secretariat was provided by UNECE.

4, The following units of the United Nations Secreddand specialized agencies of the
United Nations system participatetie United Nations Convention to Combat Desesdtibn
(UNCCD), United Nations Development Programme (UNDRFe United Nations Environment
Programme (UNEP), UNEP GRID-Arendal, the Unitedidfa Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization (UNESCO), the United Natidnstitute for Training and Research
(UNITAR), the World Bank, the World Health Organiizen’s Regional Office for Europe
(WHO/EURO) and the World Meteorological Organizati®/MO).
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5. The following intergovernmental organizations anstitutions were represented:
Agenda 21 for the Baltic Sea Region (Baltic 21¢ @ouncil of Europe, the European Bank for
Reconstruction and Development (EBRD), the Eurofganronment Agency (EEA), the
European Investment Bank, the International Comiornisor the Protection of the Danube River
(ICPDR), the Ministerial Conference on the Protttdf Forests in Europe (MCPFE), the
Nordic Council of Ministers, the Organisation faxdhomic Co-operation and Development
(OECD), the Organization for Security and Cooperatn Europe (OSCE), the Permanent
Secretariat of the Alpine Convention and the Ptdpeeparation Committee (PPC).

6. The following regional environmental centres papated: the Regional Environmental
Centre for Caucasus (REC Caucasus), the RegionaoBmental Center for Central Asia
(CAREC), the Regional Environmental Center for Calrdnd Eastern Europe (REC-CEE), the
Regional Environmental Center for Moldova (REC Mmwld), and the Regional Environmental
Center for the Russian Federation (REC Russia).

7. Many other organizations and major groups, inclgdinademia, business, local
authorities and NGOs were also represented. Aflipairticipants is available on the UNECE
website fittp://www.unece.org/env/efe/wgso/Belgrade/welcdrimal).

8. The Conference adopted a Ministerial Declaratict@E BELGRADE.CONF/2007/8).
The results of the Conference discussions arecteflan the Chair's Summary
(ECE/BELGRADE.CONF/2007/9). To avoid duplicationtivthese documents, the present
report gives only a factual overview of the Confexe sessions.

9. Texts of the keynote addresses and interventiomeratithe Conference will be provided
as part of the Conference’s proceedings
(http://www.unece.org/env/efe/wgso/Belgrade/welcdrimel).

10. A list of Conference documents can be found inathieex to this report. Electronic
versions of these documents are available on theCEwebsite
(http://www.unece.org/env/efe/wgso/Belgrade/documéiiin).

l. OFFICIAL OPENING OF THE CONFERENCE AND
ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA

11.  The Chair of the Conference, Mr. SaSa Dragin, Mémisf Environmental Protection,
Serbia, opened the Conference and welcomed deteddte Chair introduced the provisional
agenda of the Conference as submitted by the AdWwiaking Group of Senior Officials, and
the Conference adopted its agenda (ECE/BELGRADE.E@D07/1/Rev.1).

12.  The President of Serbia, Mr. Boris Tadivelcomed delegates in an opening address.

13.  Mr. Sviatoslav Kurulenko, First Deputy Minister Bhvironmental Protection, Ukraine,
passed the “Environment for Europe torch” from Kie\Belgrade.

14. Keynote addresses were delivered by Mr. Marek Bélikacutive Secretary, UNECE,
and Mr. Achim Steiner, Executive Director, UNEP.
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15. A performance featuring Serbian dancers culmintitedpening session.
Il. ASSESSMENT AND IMPLEMENTATION

16. The agenda item on assessment and implementat®udiweded into two sessions: (a) on
“State of the environment and monitoring and asees$’; and (b) on “Implementation of
multilateral environmental agreements (MEAs) amdifigs of UNECE Environmental
Performance Reviews (EPRS)”.

A. State of the environment and monitoring and assesant

17.  This session was chaired by Mr. Dragin, who inihisoductory remarks stated that
environmental monitoring activities were a key camgnt in assessing the state of the
environment and its development trends, as wet asipporting the environmental
policymaking process. He also stressed the impoetahdeveloping environmental indicators
and building a shared pan-European environmerf@ainration system to ensure a harmonized
and streamlined collection of information, withiaw to producing comparable state of
environment assessments both at the national &éwchational levels. Mr. Dragin highlighted the
indicator-based assessment report prepared byEAd& the Ministerial Conferences
“Environment for Europe” as an exceptional exangdlsuch an information system at the pan-
European level.

18. Ms. Jacqueline McGlade, Executive Director, EEASanted the main findings of the
report “Europe’s Environment: the fourth assessin@elgrade Assessment)
(ECE/BELGRADE.CONF/2007/10), prepared by the EE&@operation with UNECE and
other partners.

19. Keynote addresses were given by Mr. Humberto Researetary of State, Ministry of
Environment, Portugal (on behalf of the Europeaiob/fEU)); Mr. Leonty Khoruzhik, Minister
of Natural Resources and Environmental ProtecBatarus; Mr. Kimmo Tiilikainen, Minister
of Environment, Finland; Mr. Yury Tsaturov, Spediasistant to the Head of the Federal
Service on Hydrometeorology and Environmental Maniig (Roshydromet), the Russian
Federation; Mr. Daniel Reifsnyder, State Departnideputy Assistant Secretary for
Environment, Bureau of Oceans and Internationaifenmental and Scientific Affairs, United
States; and Ms. Victoria Elias, Chair of the Conoation Board, European ECO-Forum.

B. Implementation of multilateral environmental agreements and findings of
UNECE Environmental Performance Reviews

20. The session was chaired by Mr. Raimonds Vejonisidtkr of Environmental
Protection, Latvia. In his introductory remarks,.Mejonis noted the important legislative work
in the environmental field done in the UNECE regimeluding the five UNECE environmental
Conventions, which together with their protocolmica substantial part of international
environmental policy. He stressed that at predenntain challenge was the implementation of
these MEAs at the national level, together withueimg the synergies between them to make
them effective instruments that protect and imprheeenvironment. The Kiev Guideliries

% Guidelines for strengthening compliance with anglementation of multilateral environmental agreetaén the
ECE region (ECE/CEP/107).
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continued to be a useful tool containing practarad comprehensive approaches to addressing
difficulties vis-a-vis implementation of MEAs. Caddsration of and decisions on the way
forward regarding the MEAs should take into accdbetchallenges and concerns identified in
the relevant documents and reports prepared faCtiméerence. Mr. Vejonis underlined that the
UNECE EPR process provided an important basisvaluating progress made at the national
level in protecting and improving the environmemith a view to identifying and adequately
planning future actions and activities.

21. Keynote addresses were given by Mr. Dzhevdet Cloakinister of Environment and
Water, Bulgaria; Ms. Giuliana Gasparrini, DirectdrDivision, on behalf of Mr. Alfonso
Pecoraro Scanio, Minister for the Environmentyitdlir. Constantin Mihailescu, Minister of
Ecology and Natural Resources, Moldova; Mr. Kuriterand Ms. Rut Bizkova, Deputy
Minister of the Environment, the Czech Republic.

[l JOINT SESSION ON EDUCATION FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPM ENT

22.  The session was chaired by Mr. Spyridon TaliadquBaputy Minister of National
Education and Religious Affairs, Greece. In hisadtictory remarks, Mr. Taliadouros stressed
the significance of education for sustainable dgwalent (ESD) being considered in such a
high-level political forum: for the first time imé history of the EfE process, ministers from two
sectors had come together for a joint decisiorgramouraging signal for other sectors to
cooperate in making sustainable development ayebié also highlighted that due to the
inclusive and complex nature of ESD, the key preigte for success in implementation was
effective cooperation between different authoritiesvell as between authorities and
stakeholders. Good progress in implementing the ORIStrategy for ESD had been achieved
since the Vilnius High-level Meeting on ESD. Neweiess, more efforts should be undertaken
to further its implementation, in particular regagithe conceptual transition from
environmental education to ESD and the inclusioB®D in the national curricula and learning
programmes.

23. A welcoming address was delivered by Mr. Zoran laonthe Minister of Education,
Serbia. Keynote addresses were given by Mr. Edwarcb, Minister of Education, Canada; Ms.
Agnieszka Bolesta, Undersecretary of State, onlbehMr. Jan Szyszko, Minister of the
Environment, Poland; Mr. Alzhan Braliev, Deputy N&iter of Environmental Protection,
Kazakhstan; Ms. Asa-Brit Karlsson, State Secretdipjstry of the Environment, Sweden; and
Mr. Engelbert Ruoss, Director, Regional BureauSoience and Culture in Europe, UNESCO.

24.  Ms. Jacqueline Cramer, Minister of Housing, Spa&iahning and the Environment, the
Netherlands, presented the key findings of thentepoprogress in implementation of the
UNECE Strategy for ESD (ECE/BELGRADE.CONF/2007/IRf/

25.  Ajoint Statement on ESD, expressing commitmeriutther implementation of the
Strategy throughout its implementation phases,adapted by acclamation
(ECE/BELGRADE.CONF/2007/4/Add.1). The mandate & YNECE Steering Committee on
ESD to oversee the regional implementation of tinat&€gy was extended until 2015.
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IV.  BIODIVERSITY

26.  The session on biodiversity was organized as ai+stalkeholder roundtable discussion
comprising the ministers of member States partitigan the PEBLDS process as well as
NGOs and others. The session was co-chaired byi®len Oddveig Bjgrngy, Minister of
Environment, Norway; and Mr. Rob Wolters, Executdieector, European Centre for Nature
Conservation (ECNC). In her introductory remarks,. Bjgrngy stressed that loss of
biodiversity was one of the most challenging anctial issues in Europe today. She referred to
the Belgrade Assessment, stating that the 2010Jeiity target would be difficult to reach
unless considerable additional efforts were made.Bjrngy also stressed that the economic
value of biodiversity was extremely high and theg toss of biodiversity was already exacting
vast economic costs. The implementation of the €ntign on Biological Diversity should be
accelerated and activities undertaken to enharceisibility of values connected to biodiversity
and the ecosystems.

27. Keynote addresses were delivered by Ms. Jacqu€liamer, Minister of Housing,
Spatial Planning and the Environment, the Nethedaand Ms. Bolesta on behalf of Mr.
Szyszko.

28.  The roundtable discussion was organized in twaetasthe first focused on “Managing
biodiversity for human well-being in the twentysfircentury”; and the second on “Society in
nature, nature in society”.

29. At the roundtable discussion on “Managing biodiitgror human well-being in the
twenty-first century”, keynote addresses were @eéd by Mr. Hussein Baghirov, Minister of
Ecology and Natural Resources, Azerbaijan; Mr. RoBalmer, Director of Culture and Cultural
and Natural Heritage, the Council of Europe; Mikday Sobolev, Biodiversity Conservation
Centre, the Russian Federation; Ms. Liliana JOB#DTICA Ecological Society, Moldova; and
Mr. Peter Thompson, Director of the Sustainabledd@yment Department, the World Bank.

30. At the roundtable discussion on “Society in natmagure in society”, a keynote address
was delivered by Mr. Achim Steiner, Executive Dicec UNEP. Speeches were given by Mr.
Bruno Oberle, State Secretary, Federal OfficeierEnvironment, Switzerland; Mr. Humberto
Rosa, Secretary of State for Environment, Port(mabehalf of the EU); Mr. Tiilikainen; Mr.
Gordon Mclnnes, Deputy Executive Director, EEA; Mrank Petter, Mayor of Woudrichem,
President of the Noord-Brabant Biodiversity Worki@goup of Local Authorities, the
Netherlands; Ms. Emmanuelle Mikosz, European Lamaws/ Organization; Ms. Vera Coelho,
GEOTA, Portugal; Mr. Sreten Djordjevic, Ecologi&@dciety “Gradac”, Serbia; Mr. Oleg
Tsaruk, Caucasus Office, WWF Russia, the Russidera&on; Mr. Tamas Marghescu,
Regional Director for Europe, the World Conservatitnion (IUCN); and Mr. Rustam
Murzakhanov, youth representative, Uzbekistan.

31. Participants of the roundtable adopted the Belg&tdéement on Biodiversity
(ECE/BELGRADE.CONF/2007/4/Add.2).

32. A multi-stakeholder initiative on biodiversity, “loking towards the future”, was
launched.
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V. CAPACITY-BUILDING

33. The agenda item on capacity-building was dividead two sessions: (a) on progress and
perspectives in implementation of the Environmenat8gy for the countries of Eastern Europe,
Caucasus and Central Asia (EECCA), and of the @eAsia Initiative for Sustainable
Development; and (b) on South-East European (SEEppctives.

A. Progress and perspectives in implementation of thEnvironment Strategy for
countries of Eastern Europe, Caucasus and Central$h\a, and of the Central
Asia Initiative for Sustainable Development

34. The session was chaired by Mr. Mihailescu. The Chaéned the session and introduced
the outline of the session. The session was orgdniztwo clusters: the first focused on
progress and perspectives in implementation oEtheéronment Strategy for EECCA countries,
the second on progress and perspectives in implatiamof the Central Asia Initiative for
Sustainable Development. In introducing the fitaster, the Chair reminded participants that in
May 2003 in Kiev, environment ministers had invittéd EAP Task Fordéto lead efforts to
facilitate and support the achievement of the dhjes of the EECCA Environment Strategy”,
and had called for a meeting of environment minsste be organized in 2004 to discuss
progress and provide additional impetus for efftotachieve the Strategy objectives. As a
follow-up to this Ministerial meeting, the EAP TaBkrce, together with UNDP, UNECE,

UNEP, the World Bank and WHO and seven regionakioiations, including NGOs, had
prepared a report (“Policies for a better environteprogress in Eastern Europe, Caucasus and
Central Asia”) that examined the recent environrakeperformance of 12 countries of the
region. This report complemented two other repam& on environmental quality in the pan-
European region prepared by the EEA; and one oim@maental policy in SEE prepared by
UNDP.

35. Mr. Lorents Lorentsen, Director of the Environm&mtectorate, OECD, presented the
findings of the report “Policies for a better emviment — progress in Eastern Europe, Caucasus
and Central Asia” prepared by the EAP Task Forceesariat
(ECE/BELGRADE.CONF/2007/16).

36. Keynote addresses were delivered by Mr. Braliev; 8tdedad Blanco, Director of
International Affairs, Environment Directorate-Gealethe European Commission; Mr. Aram
Harutyunyan, Minister of Nature Protection, Armerms. Bizkova; Mr. Michael Miiller,
Parliamentary State Secretary, Federal Ministrigofironment, Nature Conservation and
Nuclear Safety, Germany; Mr. Michael Kozeltsev, REGssia; and Ms. Olga Ponizova, ECO-
Accord, European ECO-Forum, the Russian Federation.

37.  Mr. Arstanbek Davletkeldiev, Director of the Stétgency on Environmental Protection
and Forestry, Kyrgyzstan, presented a report otiGeatral Asia Initiative on Sustainable
Development: progress and prospects” (ECE/BELGRAIIENF/2007/19).

* The Task Force for the Implementation of the Emwinental Action Programme for Central and Eastenoje,
whose secretariat is provided by OECD.
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B. South-East European perspectives

38.  The session was chaired by Mr. Dragin. In his apgmémarks Mr. Dragin noted the
valuable role of the EfE process in promoting aadlitating bilateral and multilateral
cooperation in the pan-European region, includinyyegional cooperation among SEE
countries. He highlighted the common needs idetiimong countries of the SEE subregion
during the preparatory process to the Conferend as strengthening of capacities and
cooperation for sustainable development, environat@énfrastructure investments,
harmonization of legislation and its implementatienvironmental education and public
awareness-raising, and enhancement of cooperatibre ffield of climate change.

39. Keynote addresses were delivered by Mr. Micheliafy Secretary-General, WMO; Mr.
Alfonso Pecoraro Scanio, Minister for the Envirommdtaly; Mr. Predrag Nenegi Minister of
Tourism and Environment, Montenegro; Mr. Lufter Xkl, Minister of Environment, Forests
and Water Administration, Albania; Mr. Nikola Rugki, State Secretary of Environmental
Protection, Physical Planning and Construction aiay Ms. Sonja Lepitkova, Deputy Minister
of Environment and Physical Planning, The formegdslav Republic of Macedonia; Mr. Vilim
Primorac, Deputy Minister of Foreign Trade and Exnuoit Relations, Bosnia and Herzegovina;
Mr. Stavros Kaloyannis, Deputy Minister of Enviroem, Physical Planning and Public Works,
Greece; Ms. Kori Udovki, UNDP; Ms. Blanco; and Mr. Corrado Clini, Chammof the Board
of Directors, REC-CEE.

40.  Mr. Dragin presented the “Belgrade Initiative: en¢iag regional cooperation in the field
of climate change — Climate Change Framework Adgtan for the SEE region and the
establishment of a subregional, virtual climateng®arelated centre for research and systematic
observation, education, training, public awarenasd,capacity-building”
(ECE/BELGRADE.CONF/2007/20 and Add.1).

VI. PARTNERSHIPS

41. The agenda item on partnerships was divided intos@ssions: (a) on “Environmental
policy and international competitiveness: Can werdfa better environment?”; and (b) on
“Environmental finance and partnerships to supp@timplementation of environmental
policies and programmes”.

A. Environmental policy and international competitiveness: Can we afford a
better environment?

42.  The session was chaired by Mr. Oberle. In his thicbory remarks, Mr. Oberle
highlighted the importance of lasting environmemgajulation, the emerging market in energy
efficiency, and the increasing price of naturabrgses. He stressed the key themes to be
addressed, namely the integration of environmessales into national strategies of economic
development, dialogue with all relevant parties] assessment of effectiveness and cost-benefit
analysis of environmental policy measures. He atded that the market for global
environmental technologies was currently amongbst dynamic economic sectors. The costs
for environmental protection were accompanied byage advantages such as innovations, new
marketing possibilities and benefits for the entisgds image. Mr. Oberle concluded that the real
question for discussion was whether we could affordive up health protection, the reduction
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of environmental risk, the conservation of natwligersity, and the protection of our natural
resources — all pillars on which all economic fastelied.

43.  Mr. Belka presented the key findings of the regtihvironmental policy and
international competitiveness in a globalizing wlodhallenges for low-income countries in the
UNECE region” (ECE/BELGRADE.CONF/2007/21).

44.  Keynote addresses were delivered by Mr. Arunas Kttad, Minister of Environment,
Lithuania; Mr. Shigeo Katsu, the World Bank; Mr.ilescu; Mr. Kurulenko; and Mr. John
Hontelez, European Environmental Bureau, Europega@-Eorum, Belgium.

B. Environmental finance and partnerships to support he implementation of
environmental policies and programmes

45.  The session was chaired by Ms. Marta Bonifert, Eiee Director, REC-CEE. The
session was composed of two clusters: a discussi@nvironmental finance, and a roundtable
discussion on partnerships to support the impleatiemt of environmental policies and
programmes. In her opening address, Ms. Bonifegssed the role of environmental finance and
partnerships in contributing to successful soligiohpolicies and programmes in the fields of
environment and sustainable development, inclutlinge of other emerging issues, e.g. energy
efficiency and renewable energies, security, sogtdé consumption and production, pollution
from transport, and climate change. Ms. Bonifeghlighted the common characteristics of
successful partnerships and the prerequisitesfar@mental financing, stressing the role of
diverse actors in a multi-stakeholder partnershipctuding policymakers and governments, the
private sector and financial institutions, NGOs and society — as well as partnerships’ needs
and challenges.

46. During the discussion on environmental finance nkeg addresses were delivered by
Ms. Brigita Schmdgnerova, Vice-President, EBRD; WMilikainen; Mr. Douglas Menarchik,
Assistant Administrator for Europe and Eurasia, I3AUnited States; and Mr. Gunnar Boye
Olesen, OVE/INFORSE Denmark.

47.  During the roundtable discussion on partnershigsifiport the implementation of
environmental policies and programmes, keynoteessds were delivered by Ms. Gasparrini;
Mr. Baghirov; Mr. Marc Perrin de Brichambaut, OSGH, Nenez¢; Ms. Karlsson; Ms.
Bizkova; Mr. Menarchik; Ms. Bonifert; Mr. Piet Steg@oyota Motors Europe; and Mr. Janis
Brizga, Green Liberty, Latvia.

VIl. THE FUTURE OF THE PROCESS

48.  Mr. Dragin chaired this session. In his introdugtegmarks, Mr. Dragin underlined that
from the first EfE Conference (Dobris, Czech Remyl991) until today, the EfE process had
come a long way in engaging all countries in thggae and many important international
organizations in improving the environment. Heaeited the slogan of the Belgrade Conference
— Building bridges to the future — and underlinealtthe message of the Conference should be to

® The Danish Organisation for Renewable Energy (@fepe) and the International Network for Sustai@ab
Energy (INFORSE).
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find solutions for the problems that still persisd might only be resolved through joint efforts.
Mr. Dragin emphasized that countries of the UNE€gan should ensure that a future EfE
process remained responsive to the needs of ces@nd to the evolving political and economic
landscape, and that its political dimension shdeadkept open to all interested partners in the
UNECE region and to pan-European issues. He alderlined that in the future the EfE process
should concentrate on the needs identified in BE€EA and SEE countries as well, taking into
account that developments in these countries difolow a common pattern. He concluded by
calling for an increasing concentration on subregi@nd national approaches and a future EfE
process focused on needs-based, result-drivenctioth-@riented activities.

49. A keynote address was given by Mr. Francisco N@mseia, Portugal, on behalf of the
EU. Statements were delivered by Mr. Alexey Varlanmdeputy Minister of Natural Resources,
the Russian Federation; Mr. Oberle; Mr. Tiilikaindr. Kurulenko; Ms. Karlsson; Mr.
Reifsnyder; Mr. Bert-Axel Szelinski, Head of Uritjnistry for the Environment, Nature
Conservation and Nuclear Safety, Germany; Mr. Gregte Kalbermatten, Deputy Executive
Secretary, UNCCD; Ms. Anna Golubovskaya-Onissim@&wapopean ECO-Forum, Ukraine; Ms.
Anke Stock, Women in Europe for a Common Futurentaay; and Ms. Alla Lytvinenko,

Chair of the Board, Youth and Environment Europe, Russian Federation.

50.  After the discussion on the future of the “Enviremhfor Europe” process, including
relevant issues addressed in the Ministerial Datitar, Mr. Dragin introduced the draft
Ministerial Declaration. The Declaration was adodgbg acclamation
(ECE/BELGRADE.CONF/2007/8).

51. Statements on the Ministerial Declaration were mad&urkey and the European ECO-
Forum.

52.  Mr. Braliev reiterated the offer by Kazakhstan @stithe next “Environment for Europe”
Ministerial Conference in 2011.

VIIl. CLOSURE OF THE CONFERENCE

53.  As Chair of the Conference, Mr. Dragin, summari¢edesults. The Chair's Summary
was circulated to the participants (ECE/BELGRADENF2007/9).

54.  Mr. Dragin thanked the delegations for their fiittooperation during the Conference
and wished them success in their future work. HFessed his confidence that the decisions of
the Conference would have a lasting influence encttmmon future of the countries in the
region. He highlighted that the Conference had lweebon neutral due to the support of the
Government of Portugal. Mr. Dragin thanked the darmuntries for their support, which had
enabled a representative participation in and aciexfit organization of the preparatory process
and the Conference. He also thanked the Conferssuretariat for their professional work
throughout the process.

55. The Conference expressed its deep gratitude tGotlvernment of Serbia for having
hosted the event and for the warm hospitality edeerto the participants.
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