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The meeting was ca lled  to order at 1 1 . Q5 a .m. ' '

TRIBUTE TO TBE MEMORY-OF MR. AGOSTIHHO HETO, PRESIDENT OP THE PEOPLE-'REPUBLIC ' 
OP M'TGOLA ' ‘ ■

I'.' ■ -On The ■ proposal ox the Presid-ent, the memhers -~of the Conference ~ observed a 
minxite o f silence in  tribute to the memory o f ilr . AgostirAio Neto, President o f the 
People ' s Republic o f Angola.

CONSIDERATION OP PROHIBITIONS OR RESTRICTIONS OP USE OP CERTAIN COIUTINTIONAL 
WEAPONS WHICH MAY EE DEEMED TO jE EXCESSIVELY INJURIOUS OR TO HA.VE INDISCRE-inaTE 
EFFECTS (agenda-item 3) ( continued) (A/CONP.95/3 )

2« Mr. FAJAXOSKI (Finland) said the Finnish Government consid.ered that the 
Conference re fle c ted  the concern 01 the in ternational coramunity to aMleviate the 
sxiffering caused to both c iv i l ia n  populations and combatants by certain  
conventional weapons with extremely d.angerous e f fe c ts  and thus to serve the cause 
o f disarmajnent and. peace and. security in  the world, in  accordance with the 
purposes and p rin c ip les  o f the Charter o f the United Na,tions. As had. been 
stressed by the M inisters fo r  Foreign A ffa irs  o f the Nord.ic countines a.t th e ir 
meeting at Reykjavih on 3 О-З1 August 1979? was therefore important fo r  the 
Conference to achieve concrete resu lts .

3 . Although not easy, the task entrusted to the Conference by General Assembly 
resolu tion  3 2 /1 5 2  was not insurmountable. Indeed, the Conference could ba,se 
i t s e l f  on the work o f the In ternational Conference on Human PMgiits held a,t 
Teheran in  I 968 , the Geneva Diplomatic Conference on International Humanitarian 
Law, the Conference o f governmental experts which had. taken place at Lucerne
in  1978 and at Lu -ano in  1976, and esp ec ia lly  the Preparatoayr Conference; as a 
resu lt o f the two sessions o f that Conference, progress ha,d been male on a number 
o f substantive questions, pa rticu la rly  the protection  o f the c iv i l ia n  population, 
work on a, number o f d ra ft agreements ha.d. been or was nearly completed, and, some 
d ifferences o f opinion had. been nai r̂owed...

4 . iJnile i t  wa,s true that the Conference s t i l l  had a number o f important issues
to resolvn, i t  was nevertheless in  a. pos ition  to talce decisions on the question
o f incendiary weapons, since i t  was generally recognized, that at lean t a
qualified, proh ib ition  o f the use o f such weapons was necessary and. possib le,
on the regu lation  o f the use o f landmines and other devices, and the proposal -  
supported by Finland -  concerning non-detectable fragments,

5 . With regal’d to the d ra ft proposal on the regu lation  o f the use o f small ‘ - 
ca libre weapons submitted by Mexico and Swed.en, h is delegation thought that i t  
shouMd be stud.ied further and consid.ered at a la te r  stage. ■

6 . Finland believed  that i t  would be necessa.rj'' to strengthen the res tr ic tion s  
and proh ib itions on which the Conference seemed to be close to agreement, to 
keep under constant review developments in  technology and. th e ir e f fe c ts  from
the humanitarian and m ilita ry  standpoints, and to continue to study the proposals ■ 
re la t in g  to other weapon categories which were not the subject o f an agreement.
The Conference should therefore estaUlish a period ic  review and follow-up 
m-echanism to d.eal with those Questions.
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7 . In  order to 'be e f fe c t iv e ,  the decisions to be troken by the Conference ' should ' 
be acceptable to the greatest possible mxmber 01 States, in  pa rticu la r, the major 
m ilita ry  Pov/ers. The Conference therefore haxl a duty to act v/ith deteriaination, 
but i t  should also be ad llin g  to make compromises in  order to be able to o.chievo 
resu lts by means c i consensus. That-v/as the only v/ay in  wliich i t  could f v i l f i l  i t s  
mandate, and his delegation v/as prepared to raake the best opocsible contribution to 
that goal. ..

Mr. MNG (Austria ) said that the Conference was the resu lt o f IJhited Nations 
a ,c tiv ities  rola.ting to cod ifica tion  end devolopnient o f intcrna.tional les/ and o f the ’ 
desire o f pj.l mankind fo r  the effective achievonent 01 disarmament and protection  
o f human righ ts  during armed co n flic ts . I t  was also the starting point fo r  an
improved protection  o f himian beings, /riiether c ivL lian  or m ilita ry . Austria  had
alt/ays been guided by humanitarian principles, considering that a neutral country 
had a cpcciak mission to protect a l l  victim s of vrarfoxe from unnecessary su ffering 
and to. ensure t,ho d ign ity  o f the -human person, even during h o s t i l i t ie s .  I t  haxl 
therefore endea.vourod. to translate that conviction in to reak ity  and. consequently 
v.'elcomed the fax t that several proposeks before the Conference v/ere almost ready 
fo r  adoption.

9 . The very in teres tin g  proposovl concerning an "umbrella trea ty" to v/hich several 
o;otionak protocols cov/.ld be a'ctc.clied had a,d.v3nta.ges and disadvanta.ges v/hich should 
be ca re fu lly  v/eighed. fuch an approach x/ould no doubt mal-ce i t  possible to adopt by
consensus a tex t v/hich might be supplemented and am plified at a la te r  stage; on the
other hand, the ob jective  01 the universal and comprehensive a;pplicakion o f a l l  the 
regulations a,doipted by the Conference might not be axliieved. His delegation v/a.s 
confident thafo the grouq:> o f le g a l experts x/ould be dble to find a solution to that 
problem that v/ould be acceptable to the internationak communitjr as a. v.diole.

10. The scope o f the proh ib ition  o f the use o f incendiary v.reapons should be extended 
to include comba-tants. The proposal concerning the reguladkon o f  the use o f 
landmines and other devices v-.ias acceptable in  sp ite o f i t s  shortcomings. The 
provisions o f a r t ic le  3, para.graph 3 (a ) ( i v )  (a/COIíI?. 95/C, annex I I ,  appendix Б) , 
re la tin g  to protection  o.f members o f United Hâtions forces or missions established
to perform peace-keeping, obsemoation and fa c t-fin d in g  functions v/ere p a rticu la r ly  
sa tisfa .ctory, since h is Government bore in  mind thak severa.l o f i t s  so ld iers in  
the United Nations service had been k i l le d  'by the explosion o f raines the presence 
o f which had not been detected or communicaked. -

11. Lastly , v.kth rega,rd to the question o f a reviex-/ mechanism, as fa r  back as the 
th ir t y - f i r s t  session o f the General Assembly, Austria  had. expressed i t s  svrpport fo r  
period ic reviex.r conferences to be held akter a. certakn number o f year's or at the 
request o f a, number o f contraxting Stakes foj? the purpose o f oxaiaining the 
implementation o f ex is tin g  proh ib itions, elaborating further proh ib itions oi- 
extending ex is tin g  ones to nev/ cakegories o f vreavons.

12. I-Ir. MELLBIH (Uonmark) 5 sard thak, as a resu lt o f the v.xrk o f the 
DipTomakic Conference on the Renffirmakion and Development o f .Internakionak . 
Humanitarian Lav/ Applicable in Armed C on flic ts , th-o tvro expert confex-ences at ' 
Lucerne and Lugano and the Preparakory Conference, there v/as a p o s s ib il ity  o f
o.gi'eement being reached on -prohibition or re s tr ic t ion s  o f use o f certain  conventional 
vrea.pons, even i f  a totak proh ib ition  v/a.s not reached in  every case. In  seeking 
r e a l is t ic  solutions acceptable to a l l ,  the Conference should be guided, primarcily by 
humanitarian considerakions.
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1 3 . The Preparatory Conference had opened the хтау fo r  the conclusion 01 an 
a,greement 011 certain - cakegories o f x-reapons: mines and hoohy-ti'aps, fragments not ■ 
detectable by X-rays, incendiary xíea,pons and,, to a. lesser extent, small ca libre 
p ro je c t ile s . The Conference should therefore concentrate i t s  e f fo r ts  on matters 
on xfhich there x/as a large area o f common ground before seeking to reach agreement
on other issues hy establish ing a period ic reviexi mechanism.

1 4 . His delegation  hoped in  particu lar that the Conference xrould rea-ch agreement 
on re s tr ic t in g  the ixse o f incendiary vrea.pons, xahich, ok though pro liib ited  since 1868 
(the St. Petersburg D eclaration ), hak continued to be used against c iv ilia n s  and■ 
m ilita ry  personnel. The proposak submitted hy h is Government, together x-rith that
o f I'lorxray, should malæ i t  possible to regulake the use o f those x-reaapons and to
a lle v ia te  human su ffering  during armed co n flic ts .

1 5 . The tank o f the Conference xras to consider proposals designed to prohib it
or r e s tr ic t  the xxse o f certain  conventional xxeapons, not. to elim inate such x/eapons.
I t  xrould not therefore Imve to resolve the serious pi-ohlems o f ve r ificak ion  xkiich 
arose x-.dth regard to disarmament in  the s t r ic t  sense o f the term.

1 6 . Hr. AÍT ZIYIJAH (China.) said that the small and medium-sized countries, concerned 
hy the accelerakion o f tlie arms race and the xvar preparations o f the super-Poxxers, 
irexe demanding the r igh t to participake in the solution o f disarmament and security 
pjxoblems and x.rore ca llin g  fo r  proh ib itions or restrictions- o f use o f certain 
conventionak xreapons. The Chinese delegation therefore xrelcomed the convening o f
a conference on the question and hoped i t  x-rould he successful. The 
Geneva Conventions and th e ir protocols x-rere unfortim ately not being observed bjr a l l  
countries and the p rin c ip les  thej?- la id  dox-m xrere often  being b la tan tly  disregarded. 
More and more use x-ias being made o f increaningly destructive x-reapons, causing an 
ever karger number o f ca.s’u a lties . That xras xrhy the peoples o f the xrorld x-rere 
demanding pro liib itions or res tr ic tion s  o f use o f such x-reapons a.s jpsrt o f a. process 
o f genuine disarmament, - ■

1 7 . I t  x-ra,s a deplorable fa c t thak tx-ro super-Pox--rers x-rere talcing p a rt.in  an 
acceleraked conventionak x-reapons ra.ce and that both x-rere de^.oting 80 per cent o f 
th e ir  huge m ilita ry  budgets to the strengthening o f th e ir  conve-ntiona.1 armed forces , 
x-rhich had long exceeded th e ir  defence requirements. Since the use o f such x-reapons 
constituted a. threak to in ternational peace and security, conventional disarmament 
x-ras C.S important as nuclear disarmament and the success o f the Conference x-rould in  
fa c t depend on the attitude o f those txro countries. Moreover, the reactionai-y 
Government o f South A fr ic a  and the ra c is t , c o lo n ia lis t  regime o f PJiodesia x-rere 
completeljr disregarding the Geneva. Conventions and b ru ta lly  suppressing the na.tional 
lib era tion  movements o f some A frican coxmtries. Their crimes must be stopped, 
together x-rith Israrol’ s crimes against the Arab countries and the Palestin ian  people.

18. To be e f fe c t iv e ,  an a.greement on proh ib itions or re s tr ic t io n s  o f use o f certain  
conventional x-reapons should he linlced to the struggle o f the xrorld's peoples against 
aggression, expansionism, colonia.lism and hegemonism. The provisions o f the 
agreement should also guarantee the-independence, sovereignty, t e r r i t o r ia l  in te g r ity  
and security o f a.ll countries x-rithout preventing th ird  xrorld and other small countries 
from, acqukrlng the armed forces necessarjr to safeguard th e ir security  and 
te r r i t o r ia l  in teg ik ty . - ■



А /сода .95/sR .4
page 5

1 9 . Весэлзе the Chinese people had long suffered from im peria lis t armed aggression, 
i t  had consisten tly  opposed wa,r and m ilita ry  occupation. I t  desired internationaJ 
peace and s ta b i l i t y  in  order to complete i t s  modernization, and i t s  national defence 
had always been geared to the sategiaarding o f s o c ia lis t  construction and world peace. 
The Chinese delegation  would thus wholeheantedly support злу proposals which 
a,dhered to humanitarian princip les and ensured the security o f a l l  countries and 
world peace,

20. Mr. CAPES IE N (lTor\ía,y) said that the primary resp on s ib ility  o f the United la tions 
was to preserve in ternational peace and secxirity. He considered that, a.s a, resu lt o f 
the prepa.ratory work fo r  tho Conference, the areas o f agreement and disagreement had 
been c lan ified  and e f fo r ts  should be concentrated on achieving tangible resu lts 
without wa-sting time on issues- which were not yet ripe fo r  solution. I t  was 
important to remember that humanitarian consider.ations took precedence over a,ll 
others, no matter how leg itim ate . Since, however, the decisions taken must enjoy 
general support, an e f fo r t  must be иаЛе to strike tho proper balance between 
humanitarian considerations and security  needs, while ensuring tha.t the la ,tter did 
not serve merely as a p retext.

21. The Conference should give i t s  ma,in attention  to the question o f incendiary 
weapons on which there appeared to be the best p o s s ib il ity  o f reonhing agreement.
The various formulations proposed were less  important than the need to ensure the 
best possible protection  fo r  c iv ilia n  popoilations and to id e n t ify  situations where 
m ilita ry  personnel should also be protected. I t  should aJso be possible to reach 
agreement on re s tr ic t in g  the use o f landmines and booby-traps, despite the 
remaining arean o f disagreement.

22. PinaUly, the Horv/egian delega.tion wan in  genera,! agreement with the Mexican 
proposal fo r  an "umbrella treaty" with sepanate protocols fo r  the various types o f
wea,pons and the d iffe re n t  forms o f r e s tr ic t io n . Many questions, however, remained
to be studied in  d e ta il ,  in  particu lar, tha,t o f the review mechanism to be set up.
He welcomed the fa c t that the working group on that subject was to s ta rt i t s  work 
shortly.

2 3 . Mr. GAYHQR (Ire lan d ) said that, a fte r  the horror and devastation o f the wars 
during-the present century and the e f fo r ts  таЛе in  various bodies to ensure respect 
fo r  humanitarian. la,w in  armed co n flic ts , t.he v/orld expected substantive resu lts from 
the Conference tha,t would give pra,ctical e f fe c t  to the princip les o f that la.w.
Urgent antion was needed since man's inventive genius w.a.s being devoted to the 
development o f ever more sophisticated and hence more lethaJ, weanons. Participants 
in the Conference must be motivated by a commitment to ensure ma.ximum sa,fety fo r  the 
c iv i l ia n  populsMion and to protect comba,tants by rea ffirm ing the p rincip le  that 
weapons should be designed so as to remove a combaitant from the f ie ld  o f  b a ttle  in
a manner which caused the leant possible harm to his person. In addition, as
provided in  A rtic le  35 o f AdditionaJ Protocol I  to the Genova Conventions, the
use o f weapons causing darage to the environment should also be prohibited.

2 4 . Of a l l  the conventional weanons whose to ta l or parti;al p roh ib ition  the 
Conference was to consider, none evoked stronger condemna,tion than incendiary wea,pons, 
since they wore the most deadly both fo r  combah-.ants and the c iv i l ia n  population.
His delegation  could not ancept that such weagons wore indispensable from a railita.ry 
point o f view; in  i t s  .view, humanitarian law demanded tha,t each delegation  should 
show the p o lít ica ,! w i l l  to agree- to proh ib it the use o f such woa,pons.



25 . He xvelcomed the-xiork done by the Preparatory Conference on landmines and 
booby-traps and on xíeapons containing- fragments not detectable by X-ra.ys, and wa.s 
g ra t if ie d  by the support fo r  the proposaks on thak subject. Developments in  that 
f ie ld  were fa,st æ'k i t  xvas important to agree on guidelines to supplement ex is tin g  
in ternational law so a.s to ensure that such 6,evelopments did not c o n flic t  with basic 
humanitarian standards.

26 . Much remaxned to he done in  many other areas, but, in  akdition to- the need to . 
ensure thak humanitarian laxí prevailed xíhenever possib le, i t  must akso bo borne in  
rnind thak proh ib ition  o f the uso o f certakn weanons (fragmentation weapons, b last 
X'/ea.pons, e t c . )  could have a. pos itive  impact in  preventing th e ir  development and 
acqu isition  in  times o f peaxe. The aktempt to ensure respect fo r  humanitarian lax-f
in  armed con flic ts  v/as unfortunately akways countered by the argument thak possession 
o f a particu lar v/ea-pon conferred m ilita ry  аДvantages, and many countries hesitaked to 
agree to proh ib it a, weapon which they believed  made an important contribution to 
tho ir defence. '

2 7 . I f  the internakionak community was to continue to deepen and develop the 
princip les and practice o f humanitarian laxí, i t  would be necessary to estab lish  an- 
e ffe c t iv e  reviexv mechanism, which should, in  his view, have three functions; to 
consider issues which might ariso v/ith regard to the ob jectives  set out in  the finak 
document o f the Conference, to maJce a, further oxaminakion o f the proposals submitted 
but possib ly not resolved ak the Conference and, f in a l ly ,  to fa c i l i t a t e  the study o f 
any new developments in  wea.pons systems xvhich might be deemed to be excess ive ly
in jurious or to have indiscrim inate e f fe c ts .  A reviex-7 conference should be held ak
an appropriate time akter the entry into force o f the f in a l document o f the 
Conference.

28. The Secretary-General o f the United Nations should be a.skod to ass ist in  
furthering the ob jectives  and the applicakion o f the proxksions o f the finak 
document. A consultative committee o f experts should akso be established xvkth the 
tank o f ensxxring respect fo r  the provisions o f thak document.

29 . Mr. ENE (Romania) considered thak thoro xícrc favourable auspices fo r  the 
Conférence, since i t  represented a d irec t continuakion o f the internakional axtion
fo r  the promotion o f humanitarian la.w set in  motion by the United Nakions
General Assembly at i t s  tenth Speciak Session dex/oted to disarma.mont. Romania, 
which strongly supported the proh ib ition  o f a l l  xveapons o f mass dostruction, and 
f i r s t  and foremost o f nuclear weapons, x-ras in  favoxxr o f r e s tr ic t in g  the scope o f 
any other x-rea.pons used to cipply force in  relakions betx-roen States, The resu lts 
ohtakned ak the Conference vrould, howexxr,. only he a. f i r s t  step," action would have 
to he. continued and that xvould require the settin g  up o f a general and coherent le ga l 
fra.mework on the lin es  o f the "umbrella, trea.ty" proposed by Mexico at the 
Prepara.tory Conference.

3 0 . His delega.tion hoped thak the protocols on non-do to cta.b le  fragments and the 
rules governing the use o f landmines and other provisions would be a.dopted. .. 
Incendia.ry weapons were deadly and ha.d indiscriraina.te e f fe c ts ;  his delega.tion 
therefore o.dvocated tota.1 proh ib ition  o f th e ir  use. I t  x/ould akso pa.rticipate 
a c t iv e ly - in  studying other questions on the agenda, in  particu la r, the problem o f 
sm all-calibre p ro je c t ile s  ca.using p a rticu la r ly  serious in ju r ies .
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31. The provisions to be adopted should not, hox-revcr, jeopardize the t e r r i t o r ia l  
in te g r ity  o f Stakes nor impair the r igh t o f peoples fr e e ly  to determine th e ir  own 
future, end the agreements should estab lish  equal obligakions fo r  rail States.
At the present sta,gc o f substantive negotiokions, there wa.s only one vra.y to make 
progress and achieve tangible results? to allow aJl delegations to partic ipate  
d ir e c t ly  in  each stag’e o f the work. The rules o f procedure dra.wn up by the 
Preparatory Conference were fortunately  quite d o r r  on thak point since bodies that 
were not fu l ly  representakivc must not be allowed to take the place o f open bodies, 
which alone were competent to negotiake on substantive questions.

The meeting rose at 12.40 p.m.


