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The Secretarist of the United Nations, by letter No, 605-S-1-1/EG

of 21 August 1947, requested the French Government to submit such

observations or comments as it might wish to make on the draft convention

on the crime of genocide prepared by the Secretariat.

be:

The French Government has the honour to offer the following comments:
1. A country with liberal traditions like France, whose Constitution
and institutions respect the equality of the human races, cannot but
support a measure designed to vprevent the recurrence of the racial
persecutions whereby the Nazl regime covered Burope with blood, and to
meke the conmission of all similar crimes impossible.
2, Nevertheless, the French Government, anxious.to make the said
convention more effeccive by c].ari?ying it and placing in its proper
framevork, regrets that the question of genocide was not considered in
correlation with the principles affirmed in the statute and sentences
of the Nuremberg Tribunal, and as a parallel to the conception of
crime against humenity, of which gemocide is merely one of -the aspects,
Tt considers that the draft convention submitted by the Secretariat
i3 not so much & convention as a maximum programme from which future
experts may drav the material for a conventlon; moreover, this draft is
oo much concerned with introducing anti-genocide clauses into the body
of domestic law of each State - clauses which would seem to be of no

more than relative value since this crime can be committed in:,r with

the complicity of Govermments,

‘The French Government considers that the definition of genocide should

(a) Limited to physical and biological genoclde, for to include
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cultural genocide invites the risk of political interference in thé

dbmestic affaira of States, and in respect of questions which, in

fact, arve connééted with the protection of minorities;

(b) Conditional on some culpable act or omission by the State,

According to the French conceptlon, the punishment of this crime, ag

such, should therefore be restricted to rulers, the agents themsslves

to be prosecuted ond punished by international courts (since the
courts of their own countries take no ection), but on a charge of
murder and as common~law criminals,

It goes without saying that the French Government is willing to
perticlpate without delay in any discussion likely to lead to the drafting
of a convenitlon based on the foregoing considerations, If it refrains from
lengthy comment on a subject which it fesls deserves the most careful
attention of the United Nations, it is because its representative on the
Cormlttee on the Progressive Development of International Law and its
Codificatlion has already submitted a memorandum on this subject, published
by the Secretariat on 19 Mey lest as document A/AC,10/29,
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