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AD HCC COMMITTE!3 ON GENCCIDE ,. 

S-Y RECORD OF THE THIRD MEETING 

Lake Success, Nm York 
Tuesday, 6 f,pril 1948, at 2 p.m. 

Chairman: Mr. MAKTOS (United S"uates of America 
V?airman: Mr. MOROZCV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) 

Mr. AZKOUL (lebancn) 

Members: 
China Mr. Mousheng LIN 
France MY, ORDONNEAU 
Poland Mr. RUDZINSKI 
VeneGuela Mr. PEREZ-PEBOSO 

Secretariat: 

lMr, SCBWXW; (I;ssistant Director of the Division of 
Human Rights) 

Mr, GJ&WD (Secretary cf the Ccmmittee) 

.  .  :  hlso present: 
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Mr. MfiRCUS (1Picting Director of the Political Department 

09 the World Jewish Congress) 
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‘:.,. :  Corrections cjf this wnmary racurd pz%v;.ded for in tne L-uJ.~~ 
- ,  , : .  

NOTE: 
Of procedure should be submitted in writing withi'n .thq proecriljed p6,dOd to ;: ,, 2, Official Records Divisic;n, Room CC-119, Lake Mr, Delavenay, Director, 

,.,','. Success. Ccrrections should ‘ba accompanied by or incorporated in a le;%er "Urgcmt .*., ‘,a :: written on headed no-top&per and encLosed. In an envol~pa marked 
'- .and bearing the appropdata symbol number. ,'T. 
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conventi on on gf3n0OiaO. 

&Jy, MOROzOV (Union of Sovie’t Socialist Roa;~bZiG@) ?U:.di~ :!, 9htcmc:nt 

on the fundamental principles which, in the opinion of hia d~~l~gaticn, should. 

form the basis of the future Ccnvontion GIZ Genocidel, Thick otiLtGacn”t -mGCd Qn 

the memorandum he had submitted (document X/X .Pj/7, of ‘7 April) ccnoiol:~~a of 

several points, the essence cf lrhich is as fallows: 

The crime which had to be repressed was defined ;:c? th,ct :.j.mr,d ~$4: the 

destruction of certain human groups on accGunt of race J mtii;rrtility f  CK 

religion). 

Crimes of this kind were by their nature organic~U.y ccxine~t~:cl with 

fascism, nazism or other racial “thoorios” which prauohod hatrnd cf PUCUR 

and nationalities and as well as the ascendancy of s#-called “supt;?ri~,r” 

races and the. extermination of so-called “inferior” FQC~U, 

Like the draft Convention prepared by the Secretariat ( document @+4’7), 

the Soviet delegation’s memorandum considered as factors ccnctitutin& 

genocide various acts and measures aimed at the physical ~xt~~rn~~~t~~~ c;f 

populations and acts and measures aimed at the destruction of’ the naticnal 

and cultural heritage of these populations, It proposed the ~~~p~~~~~~~~~ cf 

attempts to commit acts of genocide, and a numbor of preparatory actb 

(studies and research for the purpose of developing th;? tschniquo of gionc- 

Oiat3; setting up of installations, manufacturing, ~btaining~ pos~~~s~~~ or 

supplying rf articles or substances with the knowledge that thuy arti Imtcndod 

for genocide; issuing instructions or orders, etc.,,), 

The Soviet’delegation was of the opinion that the ConventAon should 

aim at suppressing any kind of propaganda (press, radio, fih, o-k,,,) 

. ' ' _i /which was 
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Tlyz rspresentatlva of China t$ou&$ ft wou.Xd pexhn~s 'be desirable 

: provide for an lntornatioml jwisdictfon. It did not bolon~ to tb@ 

Committee Lo consti@rte a permanent Intornntional Criminal Cour%, 1% 

could at the most provide for the establishment of MI & hoc int;orn::%i 

t-sibunal, 

fwx'egards the relations between the Convojntion on Genocide and i; 

Number& principles, he Wd.d that the &LtteX+ related I3Ob3ly t0 act8 CC 

either during a war of aggression or in connexion with the preprtratlofl 

irtich' a war. Zt was the purpo~~e of the Committoe, howovor, to d&Yn~ a 

-p&Mae for the means for the punishment of genocide at &LX tirn@e mid 
.* "aJ1‘placea. 

I. 

Di3;eotor of the PoZiLicul Department of +'cho Wor3.d Jewish Can@%z~. .'I 

Mr, MARC63 (Acting Director of the P&litical Department of 4~ 

World Jewish Con@~& ihanked the Committee, on behal of his cz&~~is! 

~iim'for having &ven it an opportunity to &Mmlt,u gonera& &nLomun* 
:.. 
on @mooida. 

.. .: 
%?io Jewiflh Con,&bss considered it&elf oapec&U.y compot&rt tb m&k 

apprdpiiato propas&& on "this very important matter", because XLEU-IY 03 

tVi6 oamunities i't reprosentied had been sub,jected to the most ~rual EE 

inhuman forms 0% wholesa$e extc93nination and persecution every raaordf: 

in the history of lllnnkind. Mr. '&&as pbinted out that eix mXL,ion Se 

i'rcmi diff&ent Xur6pean oountries had lost their lives,'that okhera hn 
!, _. btjeti uprooted from their h&es and that, even tadesy, unleea somotiing 

we& done, numb&rn of Jews might well become the victim.8 of f'r*e@h pars 
..", 
' cution a2la new mauI3aCxc3s i 

When certain acts perpetrated during the war were recaLled, 1% 2~ 
'1. . 

ta be recopplmzd that there couLd be no EKD.X&%~ in the worJ.d if it we 

/B~~@Xally 





aek+33dcti0n of a ~@wm. group was necessary for reasons af qation& defence, 

3) The measures for the prevention of genocide slrould make it 

suffloiently explicit that go etl~ical group 01? govomunont was ontltlGd 

to 00mt acts of gen0Oiae on othar group3 On the goma, real or imaginary, 

that %he,latter had themselves perpetrated that crime, 

The state of unrest in which many European countries Jive at p!?aaent 

led MC. Marcus to fear the -possibUty in the near future of serious out- 

breaks of vl@ence based on racial., rellZ@.oua or other p;rounda, The n&i 

for measums aGain& genoczide, therefore, apgewed to him to be eXtP3'Nly 

In the World Jetish Congress representative's opi.nion: 

(a} Pre~entivs measures should not be 00dinf2.a sob3ly to Parties 

ta the Convention, but should be of universal application; 

(b) C!Jm Convention should include the obligation, for all Member 

Statas, to take measurm to prevent the occurrence of Genocide bufore the 
I 

actual deatruotion of human groups began; 

(c) !l%e Convention should make provision for offoctive moasu1"es 

compelling States to .dalJver to the internutiona2 authority al.1 personE~ 

guilty of acts of genocide, regard1oss of the poXWOnal status Of such 

persons; 

(a) The Convention shou3.d make provision for the reparation of 

,mterial damage caused by acts of gm~cido, and for the establis3unont 

of any international authox+ity to adjudicate claims in such ~onnoxion; 

(e) Xn view. of l&e possibility of weakening or destroying huxnan 

groups by eooncunio and other measures short of the actual destruction 

of life, the Convention should prohibit art-q action likely to lead 

ulti~tely to the Fart$al or tot&l destruction, of R human group; 

(f) Tha,Conven$iun shotid, make provision foT the establishment of , 

a supervisory body authorized ta oalJ the a%tention of the signatories 



to reo.d and ntudy the te;Kt which haa not yet beon distributed. 

Mr, 2~U~~-l?OROSO (Penozucln) thcught that, accordlni3 to the 

refo.rQnce Qx&kmY3~ upon d&e corIlmittcs by -the ckmral Aas6mw 
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. to study the &aft su?m-itted by the SecXBetaritit in thu light of the 

principles that would be made clear in the considomtion of -&ho SQviot 

momorandlum . 

In reply to a quos'tlon by the Chaimmn, MY. MOROZOV (Union of' 

Soviat Socialist RopulLtic~) a@xod that the fact of accoptin,g the mzin 

principlae of his proposal. in no wise meant that the mcmbcrs of -%ho 

Cqmnittee undertook to acoo@ the actual text. 

'The CXDGRMm snvited the CowLtee to proceed with ths canu9dom~ 

tion point by point, of the principles set forth in the propooalo 02 the 

USSR delegation, and requsgted the Committee, m L&J.., to tnko l'r. 

decision on the question of the @QU~S to be protected by the CommxtAm. 

Mr, MKOUL (Lebanon) stated that the Convention had not anl;~ a 

political but also an eduoational aim, On that account, it ma o=~scntinl 

to esta'bllsh an accurate definition of genocide, of which Qo ~arl.ctzr; 

provisions of the Convsntion would be a log;Scal sequence, 

The CEAM,spsaklng as the repremntativo of the Wnltod Stnt.es, 

supported ths general idea,of the definition contained in the UEXR text, 

He d@lned ‘this definition in the following texm: "Genocide in' the 

~oxt6xmx%n~tlon 






