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LETTER TATED 1h4 APRIL 197G FRCM THE PEEMANENT REPRESENTATIVE OF ISRAEL
TC THZ UNITET NATIONS ADDRESSEL TO THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

On instructions of my Government I have the honour te refler to the letter
ddressed to you by the Permanent Representative of the United Arab Republic on
April 1970 {a/7969, $/974L), and to my reply of 9 April 1970 (A/797C, 8/9745),

in which T drew attention to the Egyptian atteupt to distort and conceal the
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military nature of the target at Salakiye of Israel's air action on 8 April 1970.

A further abertive attempt to mislead world opinion in this matter was made
by the Egyptian authorities on 12 April.

Tt took the Egyptian authorities five days to arrange for s visit of
regresentatives of the Press to the target. Though correspondents were taken on
% Aprii to Houssaneya, approximately fifteen kilometres from the site of the
3ir action, they were refused access to the latter and were permitted to visit it
only on 12 April. In the infervening pericd, the Egyptian authorities had removed
from the site whatever traces of military installations could be eliminated.

The attached photographs prove clearly the target's military character and
the Egyptian efforts to remove military equipment from it. Fhotograph 1, taken
tefore the raid, shows fifteen military trucks in special dug-outs and nineteen
military trucks, eleven jeeps and four trailers in the courtyard surrounded by
approximately 100 military positicns. Fhotograph 2 shows the direct hits on the
atove target. TFhotograph 3, taken the day following the alr action, shows that all
but four of the military vehicles had been removed, and that seven military huts
arcund the main structure had been dismantled. The dug-outs and military

csiticns are empty.

'

* The present dccument supersedes documents S/9752 and S/Q?SE/Add.l. Also issued
under the symbol i/797./Rev.1.
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#n additional air picture taken today, 1k april {photograph 4) shows that
the military positions around the compound have been demolished in the meantime
and filled in with earth. This is apparently the condition of the site shown to
correspondents during their visit on 12 April.

The United Arab Republic authorities have thus resorted to an obvious
Fotiemkin-village ruse. Its exposure proves again the untrustworthiness of
Bgyrptian proraganda.

It will also be noted that correspondents rerorting from the area cont'irm
that the structure, alleged by the Egyptian authorities to have served as a
school, constituted part of the military compound. It was located not in a
neighbouring village, but as reported for instance by Jesse lLewis Jr. in the

vashington Post of 14 April, only thirty yards from the main structure. In my

letter of 9 April, I stressed already the irresponsibility of placing youths in
such a distinctly military installation.
I have the honcur to reguest that this letter be circulated as an official

ducument of the General Assembly and the Security Council.

(8igned) Yosef TEKOAH
Permanent Representative of Israel
to the United Nations




