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BASIC PRINCIPLES AND MEASURES FOR IMPLEMENTATION OF
THE HABITAT II AGENDA IN THE ARAB REGION
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Introduction

Pursuant to a resolution adopted by the Executive Bureau of the Council of Arab Ministers of Housing and
Reconstruction at its 47" session, held in Cairo on 9 and 10 April 1997, the Economic and Social Commission
for Western Asia (ESCWA) prepared a draft document on the bases and components of Arab housing and
human settlements strategies on the basis of the Habitat Agenda. The document was prepared in cooperation
with the technical secretariat of the Council of Arab Ministers of Housing and Reconstruction, Habitat and the
Jordanian Housing and Urban Development Corporation.

The document was approved by the committee of experts established by the Council at its previous
session, held at the headquarters of the League of Arab States in Cairo from 25 to 28 August 1997, and was
adopted by the 15™ session of the Council of Arab Ministers of Housing and Reconstruction in 1997.

In preparation for the special session of the United Nations General Assembly for follow-up on the
implementation of the Habitat Agenda (Istanbul +5), ESCWA prepared a draft project of basic principles,
frameworks and measures for the implementation of the Habitat Agenda (Istanbul +5) in the Arab region, with a
view to submitting it for discussion and approval to the High Level Arab Meeting for Follow-up on the
Implementation of the Habitat Agenda (Istanbul +5). That Meeting was held in Manama from 16 to 18 October
2000, and was organized by ESCWA, the Ministry of Housing, Municipalities and Environment of Bahrain and
Habitat.

The draft Arab strategies for housing and human settlements was modelled after the document on the
bases for Arab housing and human settlements strategies and took into consideration developments in the
implementation of the Habitat Agenda in the Arab region during the period 1997-2000.

I. PREAMBLE
The High Level Arab Meeting for Follow-up on the Implementation of the Habitat Agenda (Istanbul +5)

Affirms its absolute commitment to the Charter of the United Nations, the Charter of the League of Arab
States, Arab and international principles and conventions and the right of peoples to safe, secure, free lives
within their own countries. It also affirms its faith in the ability of the Arab individual to make steady progress
towards comprehensive development, in accordance with the general principles and points of departure that have
prescribed the objectives, means and mechanisms of Arab development and its linkage to Arab Islamic values,
traditions and cultural heritage. If further affirms its belief that the adoption of the undertakings contained in the
Arab declaration on the sustainable development of human settlements, the Rabat Declaration, concerning the
formulation of comprehensive and integrated policies and strategies bringing together the housing sector, human
settlements and urban development, will ensure balance between economic, social, construction and
environmental development policies.

Reaffirms its commitment to the right of citizens to adequate shelter and the responsibility of Governments
to empower people, without discrimination, to obtain such shelter. It also reaffirms the need to safeguard and
upgrade houses and residential areas, improve living conditions in urban and rural human settlements and work
in an impartial and sustainable manner on the implementation of housing and urban development policies in
order to give every individual access to adequate and reasonably priced shelter in a healthy and secure
environment where basic services, utilities, basic comforts and legal tenure are guaranteed.

Affirms the goal of making human settlements sustainable by working towards the development of
societies and prompting them to use resources efficiently, without exceeding the absorptive capacity of
environmental systems, in order to ensure the preservation of natural and urban environments, while protecting
them both by using a consistent approach to the rationalization of consumption and the efficient use of natural
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resources and providing equal opportunities to all persons and, in particular, marginalized groups, to enjoy
healthy, secure and productive lives that are compatible with spiritual values, traditions and customs, ensure
harmony with the natural environment and cultural heritage and promote the realization of sustainable economic
and social development.

Recognizes with deep interest that sustainable development is in the best interests of mankind and
therefore constitutes the basis of work for the implementation of all programmes and policies related to human
settlements. It also recognizes the special needs of women, children and youth for safe, healthy and secure
living conditions and will exert efforts to eradicate poverty and discrimination, with a view to strengthening and
safeguarding for all persons human right and basic freedom and meeting such basic needs as education,
sustenance, social and health care services and, in particular, adequate shelter for all.

Affirms its determination to work for implementation of international and Arab conventions and, in
particular, those related to the improvement of housing and living conditions in our cities and villages, wherever
they may be and without discrimination on any basis whatsoever. Priority must be given to the poor and
deprived and vulnerable social groups, while taking into consideration the needs of women and children.

Reaffirms its total commitment to the Istanbul Declaration on Human Settlements issued by the Heads of
State or Government and the official delegations assembled at the United Nations Conference on Human
Settlements (Habitat II), which met in Istanbul from 3 to 14 June 1996, and to the objectives set forth in the
Habitat Agenda (the Global Plan of Action, the Goals and Principles and Commitments), including providing
adequate housing for all and ensuring that human settlements are more secure, healthier, more suitable for living
and working in and more just, sustainable and productive.

Urges all to be guided by the principles for national, Arab and international action contained in the Habitat
Agenda and, in particular, those set forth below:

(a) Equitable human settlements which provide equal opportunities for all who reside in them to a secure
life, work and access to all services, while making rational use of the available resources:

(b) The eradication of poverty in urban and rural human settlements:

(¢) The adoption of sustainable development, as set out in Agenda 21, giving full consideration to the
needs and necessities of achieving economic growth, social development and environmental protection;

(d) The adaptation of operations concerning the planning, management and maintenance of human
settlements in accordance with a humanitarian view, which takes into consideration needs, customs and
traditions and safeguards heritage and religious and cultural values;

(e) Action to strengthen, protect and uphold families and enhance the role of women, while respecting
the prevailing traditions of each society;

(f) The formulation of policies, laws and regulations to govern public activities in a manner which
respects human rights and future generations, is characterized by transparency and promotes partnerships;

(g) The recognition of partnerships as fundamental to the realization of sustainable development, and
provision of support for the role of local authorities and civil organizations;

(h) Solidarity with deprived and vulnerable groups and the achieving of social cohesion;

(i) Protection of the interests of present and future generations;
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(j) The recognition that personal health and quality of life are among the most important components of
sustainable human settlements.

IL. BASIC PRINCIPLES AND IMPLEMENTATION MEASURES
A. BASIC PRINCIPLES AT NATIONAL LEVEL

(a) Adequate shelter is a basic right enshrined in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the
International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, and in national constitutions, Arab
conventions, resolutions adopted by the United Nations Commission on Human Settlements and other relevant
United Nations bodies;

(b) The securing of adequate housing and achievement of sustainable development for human
settlements in a world that is becoming increasingly urbanized and in which the population, especially the poor,
is increasing in both urban and rural areas, is a basic component of the national strategy for housing and human
settlements;

(c) Adequate housing must be provided as part of a comprehensive concept that includes housing,
services. the necessary utilities and proximity to places of work and production, because this contributes to the
well-being of the population and the realization of sustainable development for human settlements;

(d) Empowerment and partnership policies must be adopted in order to provide and improve shelter,
protect the natural and living environments and enable housing markets to efficiently fulfill their functions with
the participation of all sectors of society;

(e) National institutional structures must be strengthened in order to ensure the participation of the
effective actors from all public and private sectors of society and civil and non-governmental organizations
(NGOs) in the provision of adequate shelter and realization of sustainable development for residential areas;

(f) Action to provide adequate shelter and realize sustainable development for human settlements
requires the participation of the effective actors at both national and local level, the complementarity of their
efforts and linkage and coordination between the following factors and elements:

(i)Urban land management and the pursuit of real estate policies that will achieve developmental balance
between production and services sectors;

(i1)Financing;

(iii)Basic structures, infrastructure and services;

(iv)Strengthening the construction, building and contracting industry, including the local building
materials industry, intensifying the development of construction and maintenance skills and modernizing
services to all residents while protecting and safeguarding the urban and natural environments.

B. IMPLEMENTATION MEASURES AT NATIONAL LEVEL
In order to be able to provide adequate shelter and achieve the sustainable development of human

settlements, frameworks and implementation measures must be formulated as the basis for empowerment,
partnership and institutional structures, and should include the following:




23

1. Empowerment and partnerships

Frameworks and measures must be formulated for achieving the two main goals of the Habitat II
Conference, namely the following:

(a) Adequate housing for all;
(b) Sustainable development of human settlements in an increasingly urbanized world.

_ Empowerment policies must be adopted in order to habilitate individuals, families and their local societies
and enlist their participation in carrying out a pivotal role, together with the private and public sectors and the
local authorities, in providing housing and sustainable development for human settlements. Such empowerment
policies and the related implementation programmes could be formulated in accordance with the conditions
prevailing in each country.

An empowerment methodology must be employed as an essential part of policies, programmes and
activities, in accordance with the following:

(a) The capacities and resources of the effective actors must be mobilized in the process of securing and
improving shelter in urban and rural areas;

(b) The capabilities and skills of residents must be harnessed in order to improve their housing, by
adopting the empowerment approach, which includes enlisting the participation of society and, in particular, of
women and young residents;

(¢) Suitable conditions must be created in which men and women may exercise their rights and carry out
their responsibilities as an equal footing and employ their capacities effectively in activities that will improve
and sustain their living environment;

(d) Conditions must be created in which societal and civil organizations and institutions may interact,
communicate and build partnerships in order to achieve the two objectives of providing adequate housing for all
and sustainable development for human settlements;

(e) Conditions conducive to the development and improvement of economic, social and settlement
conditions in urban and rural areas, must be promoted to the extent possible given the available resources.

The principal effective actors in the private, public and community sectors must be empowered and
treated as partners if they are to be enabled to play an effective role at national, state, governorate, city, village
and local levels in promoting the development of human settlements and providing adequate shelter. Activities
to this end must include the following: '

(a) Promoting decentralization and supporting local authorities, within the legal framework of each
country, and exerting efforts to enhance their financial and institutional capacities while stressing, at the same
time, that they must be transparent, accountable and responsive to the needs of the people. Furthermore,
cooperation with all civil society institutions must be expanded and responsible private sector economic, social
and environmental investment must be encouraged. Special attention must be given to strengthening the role of
the family and women and special measures must be adopted with respect to members of deprived or vulnerable
groups;

(b) The local government authority base must be expanded and resources, functions and responsibilities
must be redistributed as necessary and in a manner that will ensure the highest level of efficiency in responding
to the needs of residents in their settlements; ‘
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(c) Wherever possible, appropriate conditions must be created for the organization and development of
the private sector and enhancement of its role in the evolvement of sustainable human settlements. If necessary,
training must be provided;

(d) Support must be provided for the increased security of local residents and communities in order to
enable every member of society to satisfy his human needs, safeguard his dignity, maintain his safety, enhance
his creative capacities and realize his aspirations in life;

(e) Young people must be worked with, within a partnership framework, in order to develop and enhance
effective skills; and education and training must be provided in order to prepare young people to undertake, both
in the present and the future, the responsibility for decision-making in the management and development of
human settlements and for finding sustainable means of living;

(f) Institutional and legal frameworks for the effective participation of women must be strengthened in
order to increase their civil involvement and broad-based contribution to the development of human settlements;

(g) The formation of civil organizations and other types of civil body must be encouraged, in order to
contribute to efforts to alleviate poverty and improve the quality of life in human settlements;

(h) A methodology based on participation in the development and management of sustainable human
settlements must be adopted. Such a methodology must involve continuous dialogue between all active parties
concerned with urban development, including the public and private sectors and civil organizations, with support
for the role of women and youth and special consideration for the interests of children;

(i) Capacity-building must be enhanced in the planning, management and development of human
settlements at local and national levels, through education, training and the rehabilitation of institutions;

(j) Legal and institutional frameworks must be strengthened at national and local levels in order to
mobilize financial resources for the sustainable development of shelter and human settlements;

(k) The relevant national parties must be urged to activate or restructure national committees for the
follow-up of the implementation of the Habitat Agenda and the realization of its two goals, namely, the
provision of adequate housing and development of sustainable human settlements;

(1) The opportunities must be increased for all citizens to have access to reliable information at national
and local levels, using modern technology and communications networks whenever appropriate;

(m) Education for all must be guaranteed and support must be provided for research into building local
capacities to enhance provision of adequate housing and develop sustainable human settlements. The challenges
require the increased use of science and technology in solving human settlements-related problems;

(n) Tenant participation in the management of residences at public sector and local community level,
must be facilitated, as must the participation of members of vulnerable and deprived groups in planning and
implementation operations and in the management of urban and rural development projects and maintenance of
residential installations.

2. Enhancing capacity-building

Macroeconomic policies must be linked and coordinated with housing and human settlements policies and
strategies as a socio-economic priority and as part of the implementation of development policies, plans and
programmes designed to provide resources and rationalize their use, create employment opportunities, eradicate
poverty and achieve social integration. Such policies must include the following goals:
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(a) To facilitate and streamline tenure-related legal procedures and provide to all equal opportunities to
obtain land, within the constraints of their financial capacities;

(b) To increase the availability of reasonably-priced housing for sale or rent by adopting organizational
measures and incentives to stimulate the housing market;

(c) To increase expense-bearing capacities by providing a range of social entitlements and other forms of
assistance for people on restricted incomes and the poor; '

(d) To provide support for cooperative, community and non-profit programmes in providing housing for
rent or sale; ‘

() To mobilize innovative financial resources and other public and private funds in developing housing,
residential areas and communities and support innovative efforts to increase the number of productive families
and their incomes;

(f) To introduce and strengthen housing market incentives in order to encourage the private sector to
meet the need for housing, built on sites with services, for rent or sale at reasonable prices;

(2) To enhance patterns of sustainable spatial and urban development and the transportation and
communications systems which increase opportunities for access to goods, services, facilities and work and
production centres;

(h) To reconsider rental laws in a bid to encourage investment in rental housing and promote the
maintenance of housing stock.

To mobilize all possible local resources in order to achieve the sustainable development of human
settlements. Such focus on the human factor is important for the effective and transparent management of local
resources. Housing sector policies must be integrated with policies and measures designed to enhance economic
and social development and environmental protection in order to increase the contribution of the housing sector
and urban development to the overall economy.

3. Institutional structures

The various activities of national Governments could be integrated by reinforcing the existing legal,
institutional and financial frameworks and developing them in a manner that would allow the private sector,
NGOs and civil groups to participate fully in providing adequate housing for all, realizing the sustainable
development of human settlements, empowering all men and women to work together on all levels to determine
their future collectively, identifying work priorities, distributing resources in an equitable and rational manner
and building partnerships to achieve common goals.

The measures that are necessary in order to build and habilitate institutions include the following:

(a) The simplification of legal measures concerning land tenure, registration and transfer of ownership,
and equitable opportunities for all to own property;

(b) The adoption of administrative and legal measures to ensure effective protection from eviction,
especially in the case of poor and deprived groups;

(c) The formulation of policies and preparation of programmes designed to improve the condition and
maintenance of existing housing and provide adequate housing and facilitate its acquisition by vulnerable groups
with their own resources, at reasonable prices;
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(d) The development of national and local plans to improve living conditions in unplanned settlement
areas and improve the environment in such settlements in a manner compatible with the two Habitat campaigns.

4. Security of tenure and sound urban governance

Information on human settlements must be made available to all actors and concerned parties and their
organizations, private sector institutions and businessmen, and the necessary steps must be taken in order to
collect, store and analyse data, using the best technical methods available.

National and local urban observatories must be established in order to promote the use of urban and
housing indicators, monitor and evaluate the impact of existing national policies on the provision of shelter and
sustainable human settlements, and observe the performance of the sector, means of financing and managing that
sector and the extent to which it responds to the needs of targeted groups.

National geographical information systems (GIS), housing information systems (HIS) and urban
information systems (UIS) must be established in order to monitor trends in urban growth, population
distribution, resources and national wealth and safeguard such resources. Land use must be regulated, as must
construction, available expertise in this field be drawn upon, and priority given to training in the use of those
systems.

Laws and regulations must be formulated that are designed to apply the minimum level of measurable
standards in order to ensure the quality of construction and the technical specifications that are observed;
construction and building codes must be adopted, training provided for the use of such codes in maintaining and
conserving housing stocks.

The historic, cultural, natural and religious architectural heritage, including traditional styles of shelters
and human settlements, must be conserved and protected. This will involve training residents in the use and
preservation of such historic buildings and promoting traditional handicrafts, which will help to preserve
heritage, alleviate poverty and eradicate unemployment in those societies.

Policies and programmes must be formulated and evaluated in order to alleviate the negative
consequences of structural adjustment and economic reform and amplify their positive impact on the provision
of adequate housing and development of sustainable human settlements.

Ways must be derived of protecting against man-made disasters by providing organizational measures to
prevent their re-occurrence, alleviating the effects of such natural disasters as earthquakes, floods, desertification
and encroachment on agricultural land, and providing appropriate planning mechanisms and rapid-response
resources that are able to make smooth transition from relief to reconstruction.

Optimum use must be made of natural and, in particular, water resources, and they must be conserved as a
basic condition for the development of sustainable human settlements. The use of surface and groundwater
resources must be regulated, the efficiency of water supply systems improved and water loss in facilities,
infrastructures and services must be reduced.

Special care and attention must be paid to the publication and exchange of printed materials; information
campaigns using all forms of media must be intensified, with a view to promoting partnership in decision-
making. Furthermore, the opportunity should be given to all concerned to express their opinions, in order to
make them partners in developmental decision-making, and, as such, defend it and be partners in preserving its
gains and elaborating on its positive aspects.
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C. BASIC PRINCIPLES AT ARAB LEVEL

In order to accomplish the goals of coordinating joint Arab action in the fields of housing, urban
development and the development of sustainable human settlements and strengthen the collectivity of joint Arab
action, the League of Arab States and its specialized committees are urged to take the following action:

(a) To strengthen Arab national cooperation with a view to promoting the adoption of policies on
empowerment, partnership, cooperation and coordination at all levels, including in such joint Arab organizations
and bodies as the Federation of Arab Contractors, Federation of Arab Engineers, Arab Towns Organization and
Islamic Capitals and Cities Organization, as well as civil society institutions and media establishments;

(b) To prepare relevant technical studies and research;
(c) To convene scientific and technical seminars and symposiums;

(d) To issue specialized periodicals and translate and publish studies on technical, economic, social and
local administration affairs.

Action must be taken with a view to enhancing and developing the bases for cooperation between the
technical secretariat of the Council of Arab Ministers of Housing and Reconstruction and the ESCWA
secretariat, by participation in programmes to improve the quality of rural and urban life, including the
monitoring and analysis of problems arising from rapid urbanization and social change and, in particular, the
spread of urban poverty. The capacities of Arab countries must be enhanced with respect to the formulation of
appropriate policies and strategies for housing and sustainable urban development, and partnerships must be
promoted between Government bodies and NGOs, and must include the participation of the people in managing
public affairs at national and regional level, in order to ensure the provision of shelter and promote the
sustainable development of urban societies.

In cooperation with the relevant technical departments of the League of Arab States and Arab
organizations, the ESCWA secretariat must devise appropriate mechanisms for undertaking the following tasks:

(a) The monitoring, evaluation and implementation of housing policies in terms of the overall
performance of the national economy, and strengthening of housing markets, including by the use of housing and
urban indicators to monitor progress achieved by the activation of the regional and national urban observatories;

(b) Following-up implementation of national strategies in the housing, human settlements and urban
development sectors in the light of the Habitat Agenda;

(c) -Activating the roles of the national and local urban observatories as mechanisms for the monitoring,
planning and evaluating of the policies pursued nationally and locally in order to provide shelters and develop
human settlements;

(d) The organization of training sessions, scientific seminars and specialized technical gatherings and
publication of specialized periodicals as forums for the discussion of housing and urban development policies
and strategies and the national and Arab policies applied in the human settlements sector.

Arab programmes for the conservation and protection of cities and historical and religious sites must be
supported. Such sites must be restored in order to preserve the national heritage and culture, and awareness of
this heritage must be heightened. The legislative framework for its protection must be put in place and training
in traditional skills must be enhanced. v
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D. IMPLEMENTATIONAL FRAMEWORKS AND MEASURES AT ARAB LEVEL
1. Frameworks for joint implementation

The guaranteed provision of adequate housing for all and rendering of human settlements productive,
healthy, safe, fair and sustainable contributes to the realization of peace, development, stability, justice and
social solidarity. Sustainable urban development represents a special challenge that requires innovative ways of
financing at national and Arab levels to be explored. In view of economic globalization, conditions for national
and Arab development require the formulation of frameworks and mechanisms of implementation which can
serve as the bases for and focuses of joint Arab action in all fields, by the adoption of an empowerment
methodology and policies for partnership between all sectors of civil society and its institutions. Such policies
include the following:

Encouragement for the attraction of private and community investment in urban development, and the
provision of financing opportunities in order to strengthen national and Arab economies and their financial and
economic foundations with a view to meeting the requirements for the development of sustainable human
settlements. Policies must be adopted in order to promote more local savings, facilitate their use in housing
development and gain access to national, Arab and international capital markets and specialized credit
institutions.

Support for focusing the attention of Arab funds on projects that help to develop adequate housing and
sustainable human settlements projects, cope with disasters, preserve historic buildings and renew urban and
rural housing stock.

The creation of transparent and timely Arab Government financing mechanisms that are capable of giving
predictable results based on needs and performance.

Encouragement for integration, the exchange of construction materials and the establishment of joint
building materials industries in order to meet the needs of Arab markets and ensure the flow of goods between
Arab countries, on the basis of the needs of their development plans and in accordance with the implementation
programme of the Arab Free Trade Zone approved by the Arab Economic and Social Council.

The development and increase of the effectiveness of and capacities for the extraction of locally available
raw building materials, which must be processed to a high standard in order to meet the needs of Arab markets
and encourage the establishment of Arab production and marketing companies with the participation of the
private business sector.

Encouragement for the launching of joint projects especially border projects in villages and in countries
with common borders and, in particular, in border areas, with the participation of Governments, private sector
institutions, civil organizations and businessmen, as part of a comprehensive concept of the development of such
areas, aimed at increasing productivity and bringing economic improvement. The positive impact on the habitat
and the improved use of sustainable organizational and operational methods based on participation must also be
taken into consideration.

Participation in the establishment of an Arab human settlements information network, in cooperation with
the Council of Arab Ministers of Housing and Reconstruction, Council of Arab Information Ministers, Arab
States Broadcasting Union, and governmental and non-governmental information organizations. Such a network
would promote the use of modern information technology and information media in order to facilitate dialogue,
exchange information, experiences and practices related to the housing and human settlements sector, increase
capacities for the review of housing, urban, social, economic, and environmental policies, specify local priorities
and contribute to the preparation of local criteria for services in all fields.
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The formulation of methods and mechanisms to review experiments related to local initiatives linked to
best practices for dissemination of information, the use of media networks and the facilitating of the learmng
process through publishing details of both successful and unsuccessful experiments.

The enhancement of the free flow of and access to information in the realm of public policy, decision-
making and the distribution of resources and economic and social development to human settlements; the
fostering of trials of positive urban administration policies; cooperation with the relevant Arab parties in
encouraging the conducting and publishing of scientific and applied research work in the fields of urbanization,
the development of adequate shelters, the management of sustainable human settlements, the provision of
services and utilities, and environmental protection, with the aim of publishing and communicating such work to
the public, with a view to integrating such research into the heart of pohcy-makmg at all levels and ensuring the
two-way free flow of information between producers and users.

The formulation of Arab programmes and plans of action to preserve the Arab and Islamic architectural
style of cities, in a manner that will embrace and preserve historic and religious sites; the formulation of Arab
financing mechanisms to carry out projects to maintain and safeguard the Arab architectural heritage, create
awareness of that heritage and formulate and improve legal frameworks for its protection; and the provision of
support for training centres in the relevant traditional skills.

2. Joint measures

The League of Arab States and its specialized technical committees are taking all the appropriate measures
with a view to achieving effective cooperation and coordination between Arab countries at national and Arab
levels in following-up and implementing the joint measures set forth in the paragraphs below.

Affirming its commitment to build existing capacities with respect to the collection and processing of data
related to habitat and human settlements, the League of Arab States urges Arab countries to continue to identify
and disseminate best practices and develop and apply housing and urban indicators in order to evaluate
implementation of the Habitat Agenda. The indicators should cover the principal domains of the Habitat
Agenda, including shelter, health, transport, energy, water supply, reform, employment and other aspects of
urban sustainability. A methodology of empowerment and participation must be adopted at all levels and, in
particular, the local level and the data must be available and accessible to all. The League also urges countries to
undertake the following:

Encourage the use of modern information technologies media in order to build capacities and develop
institutions by using new skills and technological know- how in all aspects of the planning and managing of
human settlements.

Build national data bases and establish Arab networks for housing information systems (HIS),
geographical information systems (GIS) and urban information systems (UIS); and implement training and
education policies and programmes which respect the circumstances of both sexes and include the local
authorities, academic, training and planning institutions, civil groups and the private sector, for the purpose of
developing information networks, facilitating timely access to resources exchanging and acquiring technical
knowledge and expertise.

Revise training and education laws and regulations in a bid to mobilize and support local expertise, in
cooperation and coordination with Arab and international expertise, in order to encourage research, the transfer
of technology and education programmes in support of systems to provide adequate shelter and improve and
sustain human settlements.
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Develop the human resources of the local authorities and the private sector with a view to enhancing their
role in the planning and management of adequate shelter and sustainable human settlements. This may be
achieved by supporting and developing institutional reform, on-going training activities, and the creation of
leadership capacities, in addition to seeking new mechanisms at every level.

Encourage the holding of training programmes and educational seminars for all those employed in the
human settlements sector on subjects to include financing, management, implementation, planning and urban
oconomies. All local government or civil organization actors must be included in such courses.

Collect, classify and index all laws related to the urban sector and its management and land use, with a
view to comparing and studying such laws and taking action, whenever possible, to unify them while taking into
consideration national specificities and the economic and political systems of each country.

Support and strengthen current efforts to unify building design and construction codes, take action to
publish such codes and study the feasibility of making observance thereof compulsory, in order to maintain
standard building construction standards and provide protection against hazards. An appropriate mechanism
must be put in place for the financing and distribution of such codes.

Cooperate with national and Arab organizations and institutions in printing and distributing unified Arab
specifications for buildings and installations and studying the feasibility of making them compulsory in Arab
countries.

Promote the use of all forms of information media and electronic media networks to make information on
urban development, financing methods, the construction industry and best practices available to all concerned,
including local authorities and private and cooperative sectors.

Encourage the organization of trade and industrial fairs, highlighting the role of all who are active in the
development of urban settlements and provision of shelters. The opportunity should be given to all parties to
call attention to the priorities of the local society, encourage and orient local development and create
partnerships between the productive sectors.

Exchange particular experiences and best practices between Arab countries and between the various
regions of each country and consider such experiences in different regions of the world. Encouragement must
be provided for the monitoring, documentation and evaluation of the impact of such experiments and best
practices on the housing sector and sustainable urban development, including the impact on children, women, the
poor and other vulnerable groups in urban and rural societies.

Encourage the establishment of women’s voluntary organizations which would participate in the
implementation, management and financing of sustainable human settlements.

Encourage participation in the Arab women’s network for the development of human settlements which
was founded by Habitat and work on generating and increasing parties’ awareness of women’s issues and
women’s role in the development of housing and sustainable human settlements and protecting the environment,
including the available national resources, with a view to rationalizing their use and conserving them.

Adopt all measures which will protect the natural and urban environments and conserve natural resources
including, inter alia, water, and safeguard the rights of future generations.
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III. BASIC PRINCIPLES AT INTERNATIONAL LEVEL

The principle of international cooperation is based on the commitment to strengthen Arab and
international cooperation at Government, local authority and civil society organization level.

The principle of cooperation confirms partnerships between the afore-mentioned parties intended to
strengthen and implement integrated development and housing plans and strategies by contributing to and
participating in multilateral cooperation programmes, Arab cooperation, bilateral cooperation, financial and
technical assistance programmes, the exchange and transfer of technology relevant to the Arab region and the
collection, processing, comparison, evaluation and dissemination of information related to shelter and human
settlements through an international network of databases. :

Encouragement must be given to the establishment of an international environment of empowerment in
order to support efforts to provide adequate shelter for all and develop sustainable human settlements. The latter
are increasingly influenced by the world economy, given the links between the urbanization process, economic
and social development and environmental protection, all of which are mutually reinforcing elements linked to
sustainable development.

The establishment of an international environment of empowerment requires integrated approaches to be
pursued, at national and international level, which take into account the efforts exerted by countries in order to
improve living and working conditions and implement economic reform programmes. This principle is based on
the recognition that the housing sector is a productive sector from both the economic and the social view and that
realization of the goal of providing adequate housing for all and the goals of sustainable development for human
settlements requires the economic reform efforts of national Governments to be strengthened. This may be
facilitated at international level by achieving balanced international trade and the transfer of relevant technology.

- Arab and international solidarity is necessary with respect to the Arab nature of Jerusalem and the
liberation of the occupied Palestinian territories. Regional and international efforts to that end must be
intensified and support provided for Palestinian cities and villages under occupation, especially Jerusalem, using
every available means and resource to assist and enable them to live in peace, supply their needs and support the
steadfast determination of their people to remain on their land and conserve it.

Implementation of the outcomes and recommendations of the principal United Nations conferences of the
1990s must be monitored for compatibility with the realization of comprehensive and sustainable economic,
social, housing and environmental development, and the provision of adequate housing and sustainable human
settlements in Arab countries.

Support must be given to Habitat, the relevant international agencies, the United Nations Committee of
Local Authorities, and the regional commissions operating in the Arab region, especially the Economic and
Social Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA), and to their programmes and activities related to
implementation of the Habitat Agenda. Appropriate solutions to issues concerning housing and human
settlements in the Arab region must be denied. '

A. IMPLEMENTATION MEASURES AT THE INTERNATIONAL LEVEL
L. International cooperation
Arab countries must be supported in their endeavours, in cooperation with countries of the developing

world, to urge the international community to assist Governments in their efforts to cope with the economic
impact of globalization on the development of human settlements. Such efforts include the following:
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(a) The establishment of an open international economic environment based on fairness, cooperation,
mutual benefit and encouragement for foreign direct investment (FDI);

(b) The coordination of macroeconomic policies at all levels in order to establish an international
financial system that will promote economic and social growth and environmental protection, given that these
are the components of sustainable development;

(c) International financial institutions must be urged to consider innovative ways of helping low-income
countries which are suffering from a high level of multilateral debt, in order to relieve their debt burden;

(d) Multilateral development institutions and bilateral donors must be urged to support the Arab
countries in their efforts to pursue strategies to empower Governments, local authorities, NGOs, local
communities and the private and cooperative sectors by forming partnerships companies that will contribute to
the provision of adequate shelter and the sustainable development of human settlements.

2. Arab international action

Arab and international solidarity with the international community and its organizations must be
strengthened in order to provide adequate shelter for all and develop sustainable human settlements for the
Palestinian people and the people of the occupied Syrian Arab Golan, who are suffering from the foreign
occupation of their land.

The principles of cooperation must be strengthened and developed between the Council of Arab Ministers
of Housing and Reconstruction and relevant organizations, authorities, United Nations agencies and international
finance and development bodies which are actively involved in the formulation and implementation of policies
and programmes and the financing of projects designed to provide housing, improve the living environment,
develop sustainable human settlements, improve services, provide utilities and conserve the urban and natural
environments.

3. Promoting the international achievement of Habitat 1l objectives

The international community must be urged to work towards the objectives of Habitat II, namely, the
provision of adequate housing and development of sustainable human settlements, and to strengthen existing
capacities and building new capacities, both Arab and international, by linking Arab and international databases
into a network and collecting and processing data on shelter, human settlements and urban development, in order
to carry out the following:

(a) To continue to specify and disseminate best practices;
(b) To apply housing and urban indicators and use them for development purposes;
(c) To provide data and make it accessible to all, including the local authorities;

(d) To coordinate sectoral data in accordance with international methods for publishing development
reports issued by the United Nations.

Sound environmental considerations must be adopted in the formulation and implementation of policies
and programmes in order to ensure the sustainability of human settlements and create environmentally sound
human settlements which take into consideration all the social, economic and cultural needs of their residents,
while conserving the natural heritage and safeguarding natural resources, especially water resources and their
natural courses, legislating against violations thereof and safeguarding the rights of future generations.
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The transfer of technology and technical expertise must be enhanced and facilitated in order to support the
implementation of plans of action designed to provide adequate housing for all and ensure the sustainable
development of human settlements. Global networks for the exchange of information on environmentally sound
technology and the relevant technical and urban expertise must be employed, while respecting intellectual
property rights.

Appropriate building technology and the local production of building materials must be promoted and
encouragement and funding must be given for practical research, and its results must be published, disseminated
and marketed, especially results that could lead to the creation of new job opportunities, reduce the cost of
construction and infrastructure and minimize the detrimental impact on the environment.






