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A suggested Progremme for future yearbooks on humen rights

1. gy.resolution 303 i (XI) the Economic and Sociel Council requested the
Secretary-General to continue the asnnual compilation and publication of the
Yoeyheok on Tuwen Bighis, The resolution, moreover, lald down certain new
principles on ths basis of which future Yearbooks should be compiled, making
specific provisions vnder peragraphs (a) and (b) as follows:

(a) Tach volume of the Yearbook shall contain a compilation concerning

the applicaticn, and so far es necessary, the evolution in &s many countries

as possible of cne of the rights or of a group of closely related rights

get forth in the Universal Declaration of Buman Rights. This compllation

shall te wrepmred fyowm Information supplied by CGoveruments and may include

digests of this informetion prepared by tne Secretary-Gemeral and shall be

documented by reference to legislative enactments and otber authoritative

sources; ' ' V

(b) Por this purpose, ithe Secretery-General ﬁill drew up a plan for the

congifderation of the Jorsvission on Bumom Rights indicating, for a number

of years ashead, which vipht or group of rights should be treated each year.
The resolution further providss thet thne Yeerdooik shall coutinue to record
international and national developmcnits concerndng hwman rights,
2. In seeking to carry out his respors:ihilities in connexion with the
jmplementation of sub-paragraph (b) of the above resolution, the Secretary-
General has encountered certain difficulties in deciding whick of several possible
criteria should be used in establishing priority for the rights to be studied
for a pumber of years shead begimning with the Yearbook for 1951, Before making
his own suggestions, the Secretary-General thought it well to call the
Commission's attention to a number of the criteria on the basis of which a possible
choice might be made.
3. One criterion 1s that of relevancy. A right, or group of rights, would be
given priority if ome of the organs of the United Nations werxe currently concerned
in its implementation or study. For instence, at the present time, the
Commission on Humen Rights has on its prcvisional agende for the seventh session,
in addition to the draft internmational covenant on human rigkts and measures of
implementation, the problem of old-age rights, the right of asylum, freedom to
choose a spouse etc., and the question of the continuing validity of minorities
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treatles end declarations . Other organs are concerned with freedom’ of
ini‘orrwa.tion, others with freedom of .associetion (trede-union rights), forced
labour and slavery.

L, TUsing e second kind .of criberion, the Commission' might wish to give priority
to a. campilation of  those rights or groups of rights proclaimed in the Universal
Al}f@glaré,t}on vhich have not as yet been given dpecial consideration by the United
;ﬁé@sioﬁ}s_buﬁ«-‘wh;ich' ere likely at some later time to became of interest to United
Nﬁ.’g}g&qbgdieqq _For exarple, the Comnission might wish to give priority to
sﬁudieg of the right to the inviolability of one's home, the Secrecy of one's
corraspoudence, or to the right. to rest and lelsure,

5. A regative criterion might be used if the Commission decided to refrain from
_giving priorlty to studies of rights on which informetion had been recently
solicited or on which information 1s at’ present being sought by ‘the United Na.tiona
or by speclallzed egencles.. It may be noted for instance that a recent
publication was -issuocd by the United Nations concexning freedam of informetion, a
pomp{i_lation: in two volumes, volume I. contalning comments ofr'governmexfts,‘ volume IT
conta;;x}ing texts communicated by goverrmente, Similerly, an analysis of conflicts
~ of 1aw in the fleld of the nationality of married women end’as collection of
constitutions, laws .and other legal instruments relating to the naticnality of
maxried women has. Just been issupd as & United Nations publication’, Governments
VWGrre algo recently asked to reply to.a questiommaire concerning slavery, and
statgménts ére_ now being received fram govermments in regard to certain aspects
of nop-discriminetion and protection -of minorities,. However, it may be pointed
out that. information on the application and evolution of a particular right or of "
a closely related group of rights as required in the preparation of future
Yearbooks will 1in most cames be quite different from the -corpilation of *
mfomaticn supplied in response to the questlonnalres instanced: above, | Such
infox_mgtion :egppl!ied for the Yscrbook wounld oven tend to enhance the value ‘of the
prefvioué replies received from governments,

6. The Cammission would have & special interest in recelling that on the
occasion of last year's celebration on Funan Rights Day on 10 December 1950, the
President of the General Asgembly made & selection of the.righte which he’
considered to be of outstanding significence at the present time, These rights
were taken from a.rticles 1, 5, 14, 21 and 25 of the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights, and included~ the equal dignity and rights of-all ‘human beings;
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rrolibition of torture’ or criiél, inhuman or degrading tredtment or punishment, the
right to seek and enjoy aeyium from persecution, the right to perﬁicipation in ‘the
government of onets country, taking the will of the people as ‘the vasis For the
eathorid vy of onels governmen the right to social security.

;7;f‘ In eavmcratinp tlie ‘above criteria which might be used in establishing 8
briority of- rights 'the Secretary General 18 quite avare ‘that he has by no meens
exhaugted the p0051bie iist, Members of the Gommission ‘may “wbll wish 4o’ suggest
other criteris which mignﬁ be eﬂauoyed“ Moreover tne Secretary~Generel 18 aware
that to select ohs ¢riterion does nob necessarily niean: ignoring or excluding
another criterion. For inst iceg’ii Pormeation on & certain right may b useful
bebause up t6 now 1t hed been given little s“ud.y by the United Nations and aleo
Lecause & decisic. nas been reccuuly taken to' r’ace the question of the’ protection.
‘of ‘that right on the agonda of che of the United Nations booies.' In making its
choice, *herefore, the Comni:eion may wish to usé more than one criterion.y'i |
8. After giviug dus” cops deration uO the uhole‘ernzlam the Secretary-General
has come to the cénclusion thab it migbt be most userul. té adopt ‘the criterion of
“relevancy as a besle of cholce. He feeld that to accept this criterlon would
greatly assist “the work of the United Nations in providing informatlon concerning
the promotion of rights at the natiohal level whicH would. be of great valle to
those plsnning action at the 1nternational level. Infbrmation on ‘riphts and groups
of rights as’ called for under Fesdlution 303 i (XI) will be something much ‘more
than' the enumeration of constitutional provieions and 1awe and tHe careful work
involved in the preperation of” such compilations will greatly assist’ the United
Nations bodies ¥hich have those particular rights vnder thelir’ consi&erétion. In
edditlcn, future Yearbooks prepared on" the basis “of the proposed procedure would
be of particular use to scholars, Students of inbermational affairs, editors, ‘
teachers, “and readers In peneral who wished %o follow intelligently the issues 1n
the field of Human rinhts with ‘which United NatiOns bodies fre currentiy seized.
On the basis, therefore, of the criterion of relevancy the Secretary-General ‘has
suggested a 1ist of the rights to be treated in the’ years 1951 to 1955, indicating
in each case the special consideretions which Have entered into his decision to
assign priority to the right in question (appendix A)
9, It will be’ noted that in suggesting rights and groups of rights for the years
1951 %0 1955, the Secretary General has prepared two' 1ists o one enumereting
personal and political rights, the other economic, social and cultural rights. The
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srder in which the lists a.ppéar does "ot indioat"e any preforenoo on the pexrt of the
oeore’cary—General ‘The 0mmission may wish to essign priority ei’chor to st (1)
or to list (II) or in some way combine the two lists so as to indioate a scheme of
work for the ten-year period from 1‘951'19‘60.

10. There is another consideration which may be noted. "The resolution of the
Economic &nd Sdeial’ Cmmil (303°E (XI)) which governe “the preparation of future
Yodxrbooks refers to one "of the" righta or of a group of closely related rights et
forth 1z the Universal Declaration", A- study of the Declaration’ {teelf reveals
that ite authors accepted the principle that certain rights natura.lly 'belong
tégether and’ certain articles cover what may be celled & femily of rights, It
-appears-to. be the .intention of the above resolution that that principle should ‘b‘o .
extended further aid where ‘it ‘1§ thought useful righte mentioned in more than one
article might be brought together in'a single group. “One’ advantage of such &’
prdeeduve Would beithat it would provide -a ‘brosd basis for edch compilation.
Ancther advantage of - applying that procedurs would be ‘bhat it would be possible to
cover most of the rights set forth in the Univeraal Declaretion within a rea.sonably
short space of time.

11, I case the Commissaton: might wish tq employ other criteria’ or: select other
rights dn planning.tho.preparation of future Yearbooks; ; 8 list of the rights in the
Universal Dc:laration other than those mentioned in the Sscretery-General's
selection is ingluded in eppendix B,

/A DoTmNTTe A
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APFINDIX A

PROPOSED, PIAN FCR YEARBQOKS ON -HUMAN RIGHTS 1951 TO%1955

1. ';’S{Mjcrﬂ’ énd ‘pollitical rights
1951
';“Equality before the 1aw, equal protection gf the law without any.
discriminatim eq_ual protection against any discrimination in viclation .of..the
‘Universal Declaraw“ion, &nd equal protection against any encltement. to such’
discrimimation,

The ‘principle of non-discriminetion is embodied in ho Charter.of the United
Nations end pro ,aimed in article 2 of the Universal Declaration o:f' Homan Rights.
In addition specific references to ;protection e.gainst discrimination and
assuvences of equality before the law are contained in article 7 of the Universal
Decléretion. ’Bhe impo**tance of ’che prohlem of discrimination -in. the whole field: of
the pro’oec’oion of human righ‘ce is con tantly stressed in discussions of- human
rights “bsfore many ‘bodies of the United Na’cions..

,19)2

Inviola.bility of the home 3 secrecy of correspond.ence, prohibition of-
arbitrary “Interference with privacy a.nd prohibition of attacks upor honour. end

" reputation.

The * rights coming within this group, set forth in article 12 of the
Universal Declaration, are partly alrsady contained in the draft covenant and
partly contained in additional articles proposed by several governments.

1953

Freedom to choose a spouse, marriage to be entered dnto only with the free and
full ccmoent of the intending spouses, the right to marry and found a family
vithout discrimination due to rece, né.tionality or religion, equal rights of
husband and wife as to merriage, during marriage end at its dissolution, protection
of the family by society and the State.

The relevancy of thies group of rights, based on a_ri:icle 16 of the Universal
Declaration, is demonstrated by the fact thet some of them are listed for
conglderation on the provisional agenda of the seventh session of the Commission on
Human Rights, at the initiative of the Commiesion on the Status of Women and by
virtue of & decision of the Economic and Soclal Council., The questlion of equal

| [rights of
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rights of husband and wifd as to marriagsg~&ﬁ§ing midriage and at its dissolution
will be discussed by the Commission on the Status of Women at its fifth session

‘and the preliminsry report, on the comparative status of men and women 1i -family
lew is beins prepared by«the Secretary General on the Lasis .of informat. m-
supplied by ncn-novernmental organizations.

195k

The right to freedom of movement and rssidence, the right to leave .any
country iacluding onets ;*n and to return to onet's country, the right to seek and
enjoy in other countries ysylum from persecution, and the prohibition of arbitrary
exile.

This group of rinhts is set’ forth in articles 13 and. 14 and in the last item
of article 9 of the Unlversal Declaratibn. It 1s a subject with whichithe United
Nations has been .cencerned Ina nuber ‘of aspects since its very begimnings, in a
period when emigrants of, all kinds, refugees seeking asylum and stateless persons
have constituted large groups -for whom qpscial forms of protection have had to be
devisel. The Commission on: Human.Rights has on 1ts aﬂenda one of the rights
associated with this group of righbs, namely the right of asy \um. Seveéral
governments and 8 specialized agency have proposed that the . sht of asylum should
be embodied in the draft covenant on human rights,

199 o

Right to perticipetion in one'e country's government directly or through
freely chosen representatives; perilodlc and genuine.elections by universal and
equal suffrage and by secret vote, equal access to public service.

The rights 1ncluded in this group are covered by article 21 of the Universal
>Declaration. The Commission on Human Rights will ‘e concerned with them as parts
of proposals advenced by different governments gu besting that this group of rights
should be 1ncluded in en: additional article %o the covenant., Moreover, the -
relevancy of such a group-of rights 1s clearly’ demonstrated by the active interest
of thé Commission on the Status of Women in the question of political rights for
women. At its fourth sessien, the Commission adopted & resolution requesting ‘the"
Secretary-General to draft a;convention Which would grant equality of rights’ for
men and women.: A proposed draft convention is on the agenda of the fifth session -

of the Commission on the Status of Women and the Economic and- Social Council will
likely be asked to take further measures with a . view to bringing such a convention
iInto effect,
- /I1. Economic.
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| 1I. Ecopomic, sociel apd cultural rights
» Special cere for and assistance to motherhogd and childhood; the same social
Jrotection far all children whether “born in or out of. wedlock.

These economic and social rights are included in article 25 s paragraph 2 and
article 2 of the Universal Declaration. ’l‘hey are oi’ immediate relevancy owing to
the fact ‘that since 191+6 the Social Commission has been engaged in the discussion

and prepareticn of a United Hatione Declaration of the Rights of the Child. Such
& draft declaration vas transmitted to the Economic and Social Council which at
ite eleventh session, requested the Commission on Humn Righte to glve the draft
declaration its considera tion, R may also be noted that the care and protection
of. children displaced impoverished and, deprived. of adequate nutrition as a result
of war. and its aftermath have been 8. practiqal concern of the United Nations a.nd
1ts specialized ‘agencles during the laet f’ive yeaxs‘ The :Lnformation to be
requested. In connexion w1th this group of" rights would. also include in.formation on
the status of children: born out of wedlock ag ‘the Universal Declara.tion proclaims
that ell children born in or out of wedlock shall enjoy the same scci&l *pracection,
.and article 2 bars discrimination, based on birth or other status.

1952

Freedom of associatlon in general and the right to form and to join trade
vnions for the .protection of one!s interests.. . ‘

These rights are set forth. respectively in article 20 and in article 23,
paragraph h,‘ of the Universal Decla_x‘ation. Tk_;e draf_t covenant prepared at the
gixth seesio'i sets i’or’ch the right 'of'e.seocietion in article 16 The Commmsicn
on Human ‘Rights will be selzed of several proposals for the inclusion of special
articles on jfrede-union rights in the. draft covenant. In addition, 1t will be -
recalled that, following upon the initiative i:aken by the Economic and Social
Couneil, the International Labour Conference adopted international conventions 1n
this field and ‘the Governing Body of the Intemational Labour Office esta.‘olished

. on its om. behalf and on behalf of the United Nations a Fact-Finding and
: Conciliation Commission on Freedom oft Association whose eervices have been accepted
- by the Econcmic and; Social Couny .1 on behalf of" the United Nations. At 1ts twelfth
sessgion, the Lconomic and, Socie.l ouncil took & number of decisions concerning
alleged' Infringements of t_rdde-.-union. rights.. It will be noted that the group of
| [rights 1s
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‘rights is treated in the Universal Béclaration pertly as personal rights (freedom
of s.sgocistion - erticle 20), -and. par‘oly as economic- and-‘soclal rights! (trade-union
- righte - article 23, *paragrs.p'h ' e

1953

Rig,ht to educe.tion, availability of teohnics.l and vocatioml educa.tion, equal
'aocessability to secondary end higher eduoation on the basis of merit. prior right
of perents to ohooss th kind of educat,ion for their children. .
© Y Thege rights are 1ot forth in article 26 of the Universal Declaration. The
Commission will be seized of them a’c its seventh session ae 8 result of proposa.ls
mede by several govemments that all or some of ‘these rights should. be included in
'L‘bhe draft covenant. The neoessity of assuring equal educetionel opportunities for
'.men end women has ‘been stressea et all sessions of the Commission on the Status of
‘Woreri .end. progress 1n the ‘realization oi’ this educa’oionsl equelity is ‘recorded in
yearly reports prepared by the Secretary-Ceneral in collaboration with UNESCO.

l95h

Riffht to security in the event of unemployment sickness, disability,
widowhbod old age or other le.clc of livlihood in circumstances beyond one's control

This group of rights is coveréd in 'eri;icles 22 and 25, paragraph 1. They are .
emong the most importa.nt of . the eoohomic and sociel righte rocommendsd fcr
inclusion in the covenant and. consequeni;ly ayre innne,,@ie.tsly, re.le‘@,nt to.the e,sr,
Commission on Humen Rights.

19)5

" Dhe right to equal pay for equal work.

This right is covered in article 23, paragraph 2 _of the Universal
'Declaretion. In 80 far as this right. applies to equality between men end .yomen
- workers, ‘1t has been on the agenda of several sessions of the Economic and Soclal
Council and of ell the sessions of the, Commission on the Status of Vomen and will .
prbbebly be coneidered at its future sessions es well. The question of . equal
remunere.tion for WOrk of equa.l value for meg end women workers is on.the agenda of
the 33rd Session of the m’cemationel La.bour Conference in 1951 with 8 view to ’she
adoption or a convention or recommendetion. The right to equal rey for equal work
however, means more than equal yemneration for men end women. It also rules out
eny discrimination in regard to ;paysbesedon race, colour, national origin or other
grounds. Several proposale are before the Commission on Humen Rights at its seventh
sesslion for the inclusion of this right in the draft interpmational covenant on ‘
kuman righte, P
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APPENDIX B

RIGHTS AND CROUFS OF RIGHTS NOT INCLUDED :IN-THE SECRETARY - GENERAL’S
PROFOSED PLAN FOR YEARBOOKS ON HUMAN RIGHTS 1951 TO 1955

1. ‘Porsons . aud politicsl rights
JRight %o life, liberty and security of person, prohibition of slavery, slave-
trade ‘and servitu&e.

PTOhibiblonzOf torture or cruel, inhuman or &egrading treatment or punishment

Recognition of everyone as a person before the 1aw.i

Prohibiticn of arbitrary arrest and detention, right ‘to & failr and. public
_hearing and fairﬁand public trial by an- independent and impertial tribunal 1n the
?case of a criminal charge end in the’ determination of one's rights and obligations,
1right to be presumed innocent until proved guilty, nnllum crimen sine lege, ‘nulla

'poera sine lege. ‘ _
Right to a nstionelity, end to change one's nationality, prohibition:of

arbitrary deprital.5f naticnality,’

Right to owri property alone as well as in association with others; no one
. shall erbitrarily be deprived of his property.
‘ Right “td. freedom of thought, conscience and rellgion,

Right to freedom of opinion and expression.

Right to peeceful assembly'
JI. Economic, -soclal and cultural rights

Right to work, to free cholce of employment, &nd.to Jnst'snd favourable
conditions'of'vxnﬂ”

Right to rest. and leisure, reesonsble limitation of working hours and
periodic holidays with pay.

Right to an adequate stanaard of living for onets self and one‘s family

"incluéinb food clothing, housing, medical care and necessery seciel services..J
Right of. everyone 0 participed:e in “the cultural life of the c.ommunity, o -
'enjoy the arts and to share in sciéntific advanbement right of. the author to

. protection of. his interests reeulting frbm scientific and.’ artistic production.

-----



