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Note by the Secrvtary-Gensral

1. '13’110 j*fwf ‘thas heen gmrca on the pro visiona.l agenda of the Commission on
" Human Rights in pu*f‘suance; of 'esolu‘bior; 21 D (V) adopted by the General. Aseembly
on I ‘Decender 19 50 and resmauion E/l%’{ adopted by ihe Beomomic and Social
Cornoil on 23 February 195J . :

2. Ssstion L of the rasomuicn of ‘iks General Agsenmbly called upon the Economic
ard Scelgl C%n\,il to reqw;gt the Commsswn on Human Rights to study ways and
means which wonid enspre the right of pucples and nations to self-detormination,
and to P’;‘?‘S}?&i’.'é ﬁ'ecoméndatic ne for consideration by the General Assembly at ite
sixtb se88 1¢ . ’T‘ha resolnm on of the Council transmitted the resolution of the
Gensral Amem uy tu the (‘onmsoion for appropriate action. _

3. 03 cuesthn of tha rlgh Qf 86T -determination was first Yaised. in t"ze
Third Ccmu,sae of the Gene al Assambly at its fifth sesalon by the representative
of the Unlen of Soviet Soc ialist RPpUbllbs In a draft resolution

(A/C,@;’."L,..,?I’{ ,‘\mrw' the repx esentative of the Union of Soviet Sccialist Republics
pi‘oposad the ipciunsion in the draft Covenant on Human Rights of a provision

dea3 ing wi th Tho ;ight of self~-determination of pecples and “ations.

L, B The f"n'c' Comttee deM ded to tale the draft vesolution submitted by. the
,w,% a3 ot Byazdl, Turkey and the Unlted States of América (A/C.3/L.76)

,he ‘m%ié, '.;;Drkl.h pspsr, and. the proposal of the Union of Soviet Socialist

.Repu;ﬂ iss Vas submitted in the form of an amend.ment to this. draft resolution

‘(A/C 3/1. 96; :.v. To thls Jmnt draft resolutlon another amendment was proposed by
‘the. representatlvas of Afghcm*stan and Seudi Arabia (A/c.3/1..88), which called
upcm t‘le JEes .,nomu,'ani oc.w_.l Coumeil to rétjué's’d' the Commission on Human Rights

/to study vays
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to stidy waye and means which would ensure the right of peoplies and nations to
self=datarnination and to prepare recommsndations for ccusideration by the
General Asserbly at its sixth ssssion.

5. At the 305th meeting of the Third Commritios, tho Union of Sovied Socialist

Republice’ amsndmonts wers discussed, bubt were not adopted by the Cormittee.

3

Howsver, thw proposale made by the repressnitative of the Union of Soviat"

w

N,

Socialist Repubiiscs have heen referrsd to ths Commission for its consideration

1]

in section B of pseluticn <21 (?} of ths Gensral Assembly. Tho rslevant

proposal of the Union of Soviet ¢ ix*xsc Republics was as follows (A/C.3/L.92)z

Phyery pempiﬁ'aﬁu'6V§?y nation ehall have tho right to national

porf-gstarmination, States waich have roesponsibilities for the

-

alminiatedtion 6F NoniSelif-Gavornihg Tsrritoriss shalli promots the

Folfilment ef 8His vighs, guldsd 5y the aims and principles of the
Tnibed: Dabfont in relaiion to the”éeoplés of stich” territories. The
State ehsll ensure oo matlonal minoritiss the right Yo uss their
mabive tongue @hd o possess: tholr mational schitols, libraries,
musstas end other sultusalirand edvcacional ingtitutions.™
6. - A% Bre 309tn meelbing of the Third Conmittes. the representatives of
Afghanistan and Sendl Arvabia prosentod a revised amendment (A/C.3/L.88/Rev.l1)

which amitisd frﬁm.nheir rigindl smendinent the reference to the right of

Py

psoples to seif-detorninstion. ~AfTter dlscussicn of thig toxt at the 309th and

310th meotings of the Coumiblés the propossrs of the amendmsnt, at the

suggesbici of tho repragantativd of MesXics, reinfroduced the original text of

their amendeent. Tho amdndmeni was adophed 2t ithe 311th mseting of thé*cdﬁmittee,

ard was aloried Ty the Cepsial Asserdly a2 ssction O of 'its resclution: hel (v)
6 the IuTin 16.21y-mﬁatimg;“

7. Dwuring the discussion insthe Third Commitiss, vepresentatives’ opp051ng the

adopbion of the oposal

sian and Savdl Arevla argusd that “the -

progyames of the L

S

sl asion on Bumen Rights was aiready Long+hJ, and that the
right of s3if-doterminetion of pevples and nabions did 15t fall within the -

.

compétence of the (ommissisn &5 it wes adequately coversd In Articles 7T3b and

76b of -ths Unlted: Nati f&fﬂh&rﬁerm-»Tﬁey statssd Yhat, sven ﬁl"ughffhe Commission

on Fuman Rights was qompetent o Jsal with ; a1 “hiwman righ+s bt individual and
cellactlve, a digvinction must bs drawn dbetwes: Irdiwidunl hiwen rights,

/coltlective
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colleétive human rights belonging to groups of individuels, such as the right of
agsociation or trade union rights, and ths rights of nations, peoples or
sovereign groups: The latter were rights of a different nature as they were
political rights which could only be exercised collectively and should be kept
outside the field of work of the Comm1551on on Human Rights. It was contended
that the appropriate organs of ‘the Uhited Nations for the implementation of the
principle of self- determination sanctloned by ‘the Charter wore the Security
Council, the Trusteeship Council and the First and Fourth Commlittees of the
General Assembly and, not the Third Committee or the Commission on Human Rights
(A/c.3/SR.309, 310 and 311).

8. Representatives who supported the propasal considered, on the contrary, that
a clause on the right to self-determination was necessary both in the resoclution
to be adopted by the General Assembly and in the draft Covenant, because the right
was a basic one which had been viclated on numerous occasions in the past and was
still being violated. Man was part of society and could not be disassociated
from 1t; the right to self-determination was a right of a group of individuals
in association. It was stated that if the Covenant on Human Righte failed to
contain an article on the right to self-dstermination it would be woefully
incomplete. The right of peoples to self-determination was one of the principles
of the Charter of the United Nations. It was enunciated in Article 1 of the
Charter, and was within the spirit of Article 73b. Article 55 of the Charter,
the pivotal point of the whole system of international economic and social co-
operation, specifically mentioned the principle of self-determination of peoples.
In Article 21, paragraph 3 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights 1t had
been recognized that the will of the people should be the basis of the authority
of government, and numerous other articles of the Declaration, such as

Articles 1, 2, 3, 4, 12, 15, 18, 27 and 30 had a dirsct bearing on the right of
peoples to self-determination. It was contended that the absence of such an
article in the draft Cowenant would encourage powers responsible for non-self-
governing territories to pos*tmnone indefinitely the establishment of equal rights
among nations. The right of self-determination was the essential pferequesite

of all other human rights, and the Commission on Human Rights was fully competent
to deal with it (A/C.3/SR.309, 310 and 311).

/9. Tt will ve
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9. It will be recalled (see paragraph 6 above) that the reference to the right
of peoples to self determination was reintroduced at the suggestion of the
representative of Mexico.. The Mexica.n represente.tive thought that the right of
naihz‘lops to self determine.tion would fall within the oompetence of the
Ir;ternatlonal Law Commission whmh wasg d.ra.ftmg a Declaration on the Rights a,nd
Dutles of States, but that the right of peoplee to self-determination should be

protected by the Covenant on Human Rights (A/C 3/SR.310).
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