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Elections tofill vacanciesin subsidiary organsand other elections:
election of 47 membersof the Human Rights Council

Note verbale dated 13 April 2006 from the Permanent Mission
of Bangladesh to the United Nationsaddressed to the President
of the General Assembly

The Permanent Mission of the People's Republic of Bangladesh to the United
Nations presents its compliments to the President of the General Assembly and has
the honour to inform him that the Government of Bangladesh has decided to present
its candidature for membership to the Human Rights Council for the term 2006-
2008, the elections to which are to be held on 9 May 2006 during the sixtieth
session of the General Assembly.

The Government of Bangladesh would deeply appreciate it if the candidacy of
Bangladesh could be included, along with the attached aide-memoire (see annex), in
the final document to be produced for the forthcoming elections and would also
appreciate it if it could be circulated among the Member States.
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Annex to the note verbale dated 13 April 2006 from the Permanent Mission of Bangladesh
to the United Nationsaddressed to the President of the General Assembly

Aide-memoireon Bangladesh's voluntary pledgestowar dshuman rights
INTRODUCTION

Bangladesh is committed to ensuring al human rights—civil, politica, economic, socdd and
cultural rights, including the right to development—and fundamental freedomsto dl its citizens
and without any discrimination.

Bangladesh is committed to building a society free from exploitationin which the fundamental
human rightsand freedom, equality and justice, politica, economicand socid rights, are secure.

Bangladesh bdieves in indivighility, universaity, non-saectivity and interdependenced human
rights. We favour a holistic gpproach in this respect with particular emphasis on the right to
devel opment.

Itisbecaused her commitment to the promotion and protectiond human rightsand fundamental
freedoms d dl its citizens that Bangladesh activdly and congtructively participated in the
negotiationsleading up to thecreation d theHunman RightsCouncil.

Bangladesh served the Commisson on Hunman Rights, with distinction, during 1983—2000, and
wasdected to the Commissonfor the term 2006—2008.

HUMAN RIGHTS |N THE CONSTITUTION OF BANG_ADESH

The congtitution d Bangladesh, which embodies the principles and provisons d the Universal
Declaration d Human Rights, is the supreme law d the Republic. It guarantees the following
rights, among others, to dl itsci ti zens without any discrimination:

= Democracy and human rights: The Republic shall be a democracy in which fundamental
human rights and freedoms and respect for the dignity and worth d the human person shall be
guaranteed and in which effective participation by the people through their eected
representativesin administrationat all levelsshall beensured.

Provison o basic necessities: The provison d the basic necesstiesd life, including food,
clothing, shelter, educationand medica careare responsbilitiesd the State.

= Free and compulsory education: The State shall adopt effective measuresfor the purpose o
establishinga uniform, mass-oriented and universal system d education and extendingfreeand
compulsory educationto al children.

= Non-discrimination: (1) The State shall not discriminate against any citizen on groundsonly d
religion, race, caste, sex or place d birth. (2) Women shall have equal rights with men in al
spheresd the State and d public life. (3) No citizen shadl, on grounds only d redigion, race,
cade, s2x or placed birth be subjected to any disability, ligbility, restriction or condition with
regard to accessto any placed public entertainmentor resort, or admission to any educational
ingtitution. (4) Nothing in this article shall prevent the State from making specid provison in
favour & women or childrenor for theadvancementd any backward section d citizens.
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Equality d opportunity.

Equality before law.
Protectiond right tolifeand personal liberty.
Prohibition o forcedlabour.

Freedom o movement, o assembly, d association, o thought and conscience, d speech, o
profession or occupation, and d religion.

Rightsto property.

ACH EVEMENTSOF BANGLADESH IN FULFILLING HER CONSTITUTIONAL OBLIGATIONS

Bangladesh has been endeavouring to meet itsconstitutional obligationsas well asitsinternational
commitments towards promoting and protecting human rights d its citizens through, among
others, enacting legidationsand adopting administrative measuresto implement them, as well as
through implementation d severa socio-economic development programmes. Some d the steps
taken by Bangladeshare:

Bangladesh has, through legidative and executive measures, ensured freedom d speech and
expression, freedom d the press, and freedom o thought and conscience. Evary citizen enjoys
the right to religion, education, association, assambly, occupation, trade, etc. without any
discrimination. Bangladesh hasone d the most independent print and eectronic media in the
world.

Bangladesh has established itsdlf asa democraticand pluralistic polity through its unwavering
commitment to the principles and practicesd good governance, democracy, rule d law, and
promotion and protection d all human rightsand fundamental freedomsd al her citizenswith
particular attention to the rightsd women, children, minorities, disabled and other vulnerable
sectionsd her population.

Bangladesh has made significant progressin economic emancipation d her peoplein termsd
sustained economic growth, improvement d per capita income, increasing food security,
enhanced disaster management capability, and high achievementsin social sector particularly
women empowerment and hedlth care including reduced maternal and child mortdity rates.
I ndi genousconceptssuch asmicro-credit and non-formal education have played significant role
for these achievements. A vibrant civil society including the NGOs played a complementary
role.

Bangladesh believesthat ensuring the right to education is an essentid step in providing her
peoplewith the right to development. ""Education for All™ is, therefore, the highest priority o
the Government d Bangladesh, particularly o the girls. Educationfor girlsup to 12¢ gradeis
freein Bangladesh.
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Bangladesh is committed to its fight against corruption, which she considers an obstacle to
ensuring a better living standard d her people. We have established an Independent Anti-
Corruption Commisson headed by a retired High Court judge. The Commission can conduct
investigationsinto the offences under Anti Corruption Act 2004 and for the punishableoffences
under Preventiond Corruption Act 1947 through its own investigation unit. It can dso initiate
suo moto investigationinto any cased mdpractice.

Bangladesh, in fulfilling its obligation to furthering the promotion and protection o hunan
rights has decided to establish an independent Nationd Human Rights Commission. Much
work in this regard has dready been done and the Commission is expected to be functiona
soon.

Bangladesh is convinced that independenceof judiciary iscritica in ensuring good governance
and rule d law, and by extenson protection d human rightsand fundamental freedoms d its
citizens. Theseparationd the Judiciary from the Executiveiscurrently under active process

Bangladesh believes that terrorism is antithetical to promotion and protectiond human rights.
In fulfilling her commitment to combat terrorism, she has ratified twelve o the thirteen UN
Conventionson terrorism, and iscontempl atingconstitutional procedurefor the remaining one.
She is dso a party to SAARC (South Adan Association for Regiond Cooperation) Regiond
Conventionfor Terrorism.

Bangladesh has put in place appropriatelegidative measures to promote the rightsd children
and women, focusing mainly on their protection from violence, abuse, and discrimination. A
National Advisory Committee has been established to combat trafficking. Stringent laws have
been enacted to protect the women and children, in particular grls, from being trafficked and
abused. These include the Suppression of Immoral TraffickingAct o 1993, the Suppression d
Violence Againg Women and Children Act 2000, which was amended in 2003 Add Crimes
Control Ad 2002 and Speedy Trid Tri bundl Act 2002.

Bangladesh is one d the few countries that have a separate Ninstry solely devoted to the
welfared womenand children.

Both the Prime Miniger and the Leader d the Oppostion in the Nationad Parliament o
Bangladesh are women. In addition, we have 45 women members in the 345-member
unicameral national legidature.

The nation also hasin its credit some 12,000 women dected membersin the locd government
bodies.

At theregional level, Bangladesh adheresto the Kathmandu understandingon children.
Bangladesh has ratified the South Asan Association for Regiona Cooperation (SAARC)

Conventionon Preventingand Combating Traffickingin Women and Childrenfor Progtitution
in 2002.



A/60/752

BANGLADESH '6ONTR BUTI ONTO THE PROMOTION AND PROTECTION OF HUMAN RIGHTS AT GLOBAL LEVEL

In different internationa fora, particularly at the UN, Bangladesh plays a constructive role
through the promotion d cooperation and dialogueaswell asaconsensus-builder.

Bangladesh is a State Party to more,than 18 mgor international human rights instruments,
including:

| nternational Covenant on Civil and Politicd Rights;

International Covenant on Economic, Socid and Cultura Rights;

The Conventionon the Rightsd theChild (CRC); and itstwo optional protocols;
Conventionon theEliminationd All Formsd Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW); and
itsoptional protocol;

I nternationa Convention on the Eliminationd All Forms df Racid Discrimination (CERD);

6. Convention for the Suppressond the Traffickingin Personsand d the Exploitation d the
Progtitutiond Others;

Conventionon the Preventionand Punishment d the Crimed Genocide;

I nternational Convention on the Suppressionand Punishment d Crime d Aparthed;

Savery Conventiond 1926 and subsequent protocols.

10 Conventionon the Politica Rightsd Women;

11. Conventionon Consent to Marriage, Minimum Agefor and Registrationd Marriage; and

12. Convention Againg Torture and other Cruel Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or
Punishment.
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Bangladeshis contemplating constitutional proceduresto adhere to the remaininginternationd
human rightsinstrument

Bangladesh has dways actively and constructively participated in thework d the Commission
on Human Rights (CHR).

During her membership in the Commission from 1983 to 2000, and in 2006, Bangladesh made
sgxuficant contribution to the Commisson's work in fulfilling its mandate. She attached
particular importance to the necessity o genuine didlogue and cooperation among nations as
well as capacity building d Member States as essentid e ements towards the promotion and
protectiond dl humanrightsfor al.

Bangladesh has dwaysextended full cooperation to the human rightstreaty bodies, and made
good used their advices inimproving her human rightssituations.

Bangladesh's significant contribution to the work of the Commisson on Human Rights has
earned laurds. She has hosted, and extended full cooperation to, several specia rapporteursin
recent yearsin further demonstration d her willingness to cooperate with the UN human rights
machinery.
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Bangladesh has fully cooperated with the Commisson's specia procedures and mechanisms.
Somed the recent interactionswere with:

TheSpecia Rapporteur on theindependenced judgesand lawyers,

The Specid Representative d the Secretary-Generd on the situation d human rights
defenders;

TheSpecia Rapporteur onfreedomd religionor bdief;

The Specid Rapporteur on the promotion and protection d the right to freedom d opinion
and expression;
V. Working Groupon Enforced or Involuntary Disgppearances,
V1. The Specid Rapporteur on the right d everyone to the enjoyment d the highest attainable
standardd physica and mental hedlth;
VII. Working Group on Arbitrary Detention;
VII. TheSpecid Rapporteur on thequestiond torture;
IX. TheSpecid Rapporteur onthesaed children, child prostitutionand child pornography;
X.  The Specid Rapporteur on the situation d human rights and fundamental freedoms d
indigenouspeople;
XI. The Specid Rapporteur on adequate housing as a component d the right to an adequate
standard d living; and
XII. TheSpecid Rapporteur on theright tofood.
= Bangladeshisaleader in UN peacekeeping. Qur soldiersareworkingin difficult circumstances
to protect thelives and human rightsd peoplesin conflict Situations, particularly women and
children. The UN Secretary-Generd has rightly said that Bangladesh is a moddl member o the
UN providing leadership among the least developed countries and other forums and
contributingsubstantially to peacekeepingand humanitarian operations.
VOLUNTARY PLEDGES

It isfrom this perspectivethat Bangladesh has proposed her candidaturefor eection to the newly
created Human Rights Council. She hopes that through cooperation and dialogue as wdl as
through promoting capacity building d the States, Bangladesh will be able to build on the past
achievements and contribute more and more to the mandated task o the Council. Bangladesh
would utilise the opportunity to further promote and protect all human rights both at home and
abroad.

I elected to the Human RightsCouncil, Bangladesh would:

Extend itsfullest cooperation to the Council in itswork d the promotionand protection o dl
human rights and fundamental freedomsfor all without distinctiond any kind and in afair
and equa manner.

Support the Council in its work guided by the principles o universaity, impartidity,
objectivity and non-sdlectivity, constructive international dialogueand cooperation.

Emphasise on meaningful dialogue and cooperation with the Member States, as well as on
advisory services, technica assistance and capacity building required to fulfil their human
rights obligations.
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IV. Activey participate in the Councl's work to review and rationalise and improve the
Commission's mandates, mechanisms, functionsand responsihilities.

V. Reman prepared to be reviewed under the universal periodic review mechanism during its
tenurein the Council under terms, conditionsand modalitiesto be developed by the Council.

VI. Continue its journey towards development d its entire people with particular attention to
empowermentd women and other vulnerablesectionsd the population, primarily through
the applicationd indigenousconcepts.

VII. Strengthen its fight against corruption and aso against terrorism. She would continue to
ensureindependenced the Anti-CorruptionCommission.

VIIIL Intengfy its efforts, while framing its nationa policies and strategies, to uphold the
fundamental principles enshrined in the congtitution, those d the Universal Declaration d
Human Rights aswell asthosed theinternationa and regiona human rightsinstrumentsto
whichsheisaparty.

IX. Strengthenitseffortsto meetitsobligationsunder thetreaty bodiesto whichsheisa party.
X Contemplate adhering to the remaininginternationa and regional human rightsinstruments.

XI.  Continueto cooperatewith the speciad proceduresand mechanismsd the Council with aview
tofurther improveitshuman rightssituations.

XII. Continueto promotethe constructiveroled theNGOs in thework o the Council, and would
striveto promoteeffective participationd the NGOs from devel oping countriesin thework o
the Council.

XIII. Endeavour to further integrate the promotion and protection d human rights and
fundamental freedomsinto her national policies, including that on development and poverty
eradication, with special focus on the rightsd women, children, minoritiesand personswith
disabilities.

XIV. Continueto work towardsfurther strengtheningand consolidating theinstitutional structures
that promote good governance, democracy, humanrightsand ruled law.

XV. Continueto endeavour, through its national development policies, to ensure provisiond the
basic necesstiesd her peopleincludingfood, clothing, shelter, education and primary health
care.

XVI. Egtablishthe Nationa Human Rights Commission as soon aspossble.

XVILSeparate the judiciary and the executiveas soon asfeasible.





