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The meeting was c a l l e d to order at 3.15 p.m. 

VIOLATIONS OF HUMAN RIGHTS IN SOUTHERN AFRICA: RETORT OF THE AD Ю С VTCRKING 
GROUP OF EXPERTS (agenda item 6) (continued) (E/CN.4/1989/8, 49 and 60-, 
E/CN.4/1989/NGO/28) 

THE ADVERSE CONSEQUENCES FOR THE ENJOYMENT OF HUMAN RIGHTS OF TOLITICAL, 
MILITARY, ECONOMIC AND OTHER FORMS OF ASSISTANCE GIVEN TO COLONIAL AND RACIST 
REGIMES IN SOUTHERN AFRICA (agenda item 7) (continued) (E/CN.4/1989/3 -
E/CN.4/Sub.2/1988/4 5 - chapter I, section A, d r a f t r e s o l u t i o n II, 
E/CN.4/Sub.2/1988/6 and Add. 1) 

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION ON THE SUPPRESSION AND 
PUNISHMENT OF THE CRIME OF APARTHEID (agenda item 16) (continued) 
(E/CN.4/1989/31 and Add. 1-11} E/CN.4/1989/32 and 33; E/CN.4/1989/NGO/2) 

STUDY IN COLLABORATION WITH THE SUB-COMMISSION ON PREVENTION OF DISCRIMINATION 
AND PROTECTION OF MINORITIES OF WAYS AND MEANS OF ENSURING THE IMPLEMENTATION 
OF UNITED NATIONS RESOLUTIONS BEARING ON APARTHEID, RACISM AND RACIAL 
DISCRIMINATION (agenda item 17 (a)) (continued) (E/CN.4/Sub.2/1985/6 and 
Corr. 1 and E/CN.4/Sub.2/1985/7; E/CN.4/Sub.2/1988/5) 

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE PROGRAMME OF ACTION FOR THE SECOND DECADE TO COMBAT 
RACISM AND RACIAL DISCRIMINATION (agenda item 17 (b) (continued) 
(E/CN.4/1989/34 and 35; E/1988/8, E/1988/9 and Add. 1-2, and E/1988/10; 
A/43/631, 637 and 644; A/C.3/43/CRP.1) 

1. Mr. DESroUY (Argentina) said that the growing p a r t i c i p a t i o n of churches, 
workers, students and other anti-apartheid groups i n the struggle to eliminate 
r a c i a l discrimination was eroding the P r e t o r i a regime's pretensions to 
legitimacy. In their heroic struggle, the South African people faced torture, 
murder and intimidation, which were part and parcel of the South A f r i c a n 
Government's p o l i c y of State terrorism. The Pre t o r i a a u t h o r i t i e s must end 
such heinous practices and take measures to avert a catastrophe by beginning 
immediate negotiations with the legitimate representatives of the black 
majority and by freeing Nelson Mandela, i t s acknowledged leader. The 
international community should continue i t s vigorous support which i n 1988 had 
led to the reprieve of the Sharpeville Six, thus demonstrating how concerted 
action could save the l i v e s of South African freedom-fighters. 

2. In spite of South A f r i c a ' s economic prosperity, black workers continued 
to l i v e i n poverty and had to put up with poor working conditions and 
unhealthy and precarious housing; many blacks were unemployed. The 
"homelands" p o l i c y had continued to a f f e c t new populations, uprooting them 
from th e i r places of residence. Repression in the "homelands" had increased, 
and the i n t e r n a t i o n a l cranmunity must condemn that v i o l a t i o n of the r i g h t to 
freedom of movement and residence. 

3. His Government expressed i t s s a t i s f a c t i o n at the agreements which had 
been reached on Namibia and was in favour of the implementation of 
Security Council resolution 435 (1978). The Commission should remain v i g i l a n t 
with regard to the human-rights dimension of the independence process, and h i s 
delegation supported the recommendations of the Ad hoc Working Group of 
Experts (E/CN.4/1989/8, chap. X) regarding the proclamation of an amnesty for 
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a l l Namibian p o l i t i c a l prisoners, the authorization o£ the Working Group to 
undertake a mission to Namibia and the need for the i n t e r n a t i o n a l ccanraunity to 
increase i t s aid and assistance to Namibian refugees. 

4. His delegation had taken note with s a t i s f a c t i o n of the updated report 
prepared by the Special Rapporteur (E/CN.4/Sub.2/1988/6 and Add.l), and hoped 
that he would receive the necessary United Nations assistance i n order to 
provide the Ccwimission with d e t a i l e d information about the a c t i v i t i e s of 
enterprises which assi s t e d the r a c i s t régime. I t had taken note with i n t e r e s t 
of the o r a l explanation by Mr. Eide to the l a t e s t session of the 
Sub-Commission and was prepared to co-operate f u l l y i n order to help him 
complete his valuable study on the achievements of the F i r s t Decade to Combat 
Racism and Racial Discrimination and on the obstacles that had been 
encountered. 

5. His delegation commended the Group of Three on i t s report 
(E/CN.4/1989/33), and hoped that the countries which had not yet r a t i f i e d the 
International Convention on the Suppression and Punishment of the Crime of 
Apartheid would do so, since the Convention was an important means of 
i s o l a t i n g the r a c i s t régime. 

6. Mr. MAYIRA (Rwanda) said that his Government had always condemned 
human-rights v i o l a t i o n s i n South A f r i c a and Namibia, where the overwhelming 
majority of the inhabitants had been denied c i v i l , p o l i t i c a l , econcxnic and 
c u l t u r a l rights because of the colour of their skins. Apartheid must be 
eliminated once and for a l l since the world should not enter the t h i r d 
millennium with a system which was so degrading to the dignity of the human 
person. 

7. His delegation was convinced that only the imposition of comprehensive 
a n a mandatory sanctions against the Pretoria régime could compel i t to 
dismantle i t s odious p o l i c y of apartheid. Paragraphs 558 and 559 of the 
report of the Ad Hoc Working Group of Experts (E/CN.4/1989/8) c l e a r l y 
indicated that, when consulted on the subject, the black population of 
South A f r i c a was in favour of economic sanctions in spite of t h e i r p o t e n t i a l 
harmful e f f e c t s . The Working Group's report should be brought to the 
attention of the General Assembly so that i t s contents could be more widely 
disseminated. 

8. The normalization of the s i t u a t i o n in South A f r i c a was e s s e n t i a l for 
ensuring peace i n the region. That required the adoption of measures to 
improve the p o l i t i c a l climate, such as the a b o l i t i o n of a l l r a c i s t l e g i s l a t i o n 
and the release of p o l i t i c a l priscxiers, beginning with Nelson Mandela. 

9. The recent encouraging developments with regard to the granting of 
independence to Namibia could be undermined by the Pretoria regime's current 
manoeuvres. The continued i l l e g a l occupation of Namibia by South A f r i c a would 
r e s u l t in increased discriminatory measures against the black populations of 
Namibia, as well as continued tension in the region and the harassment of the 
f r o n t - l i n e States. The Commission should sound the alarm i n order to ensure 
the proper implementation of Security Council resolution 435 (1978). 

10. The independence of Namibia would be a v i c t o r y for the universal p r i n c i p l e 
of the r i g h t of peoples to freedom and self-determination, and South A f r i c a ' s 
withdrawal from Namibia should enable the P r e t o r i a a u t h o r i t i e s to devote th e i r 
e f f o r t s to the speedy elimination of the apartheid system. 
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11. Mr. UR-RASHID (Bangladesh) said that h i s Government condemned the 
a t r o c i t i e s being committed by the South A f r i c a n régime and extended i t s 
unreserved support to the non-white and other South Africans who were waging a 
heroic struggle to free themselves from the curse of apartheid. It shared the 
concern of the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community at South A f r i c a ' s acts of wanton 
m i l i t a r y aggression against neighbouring States. His delegation reaffirmed 
i t s whole-hearted support for the f r o n t - l i n e States and the Namibian and 
South A f r i c a n l i b e r a t i o n movements. The South A f r i c a n people must be allowed 
to have a p o l i t i c a l system of their own choice and a socio-economic order i n 
keeping with t h e i r national a s p i r a t i o n s . His Government c a l l e d for the 
immediate release of Nelson Mandela and a l l p o l i t i c a l prisoners i n 
South A f r i c a and Namibia. 

12. In the face of the r a c i s t regime's arrogant continuation of i t s p o l i c y of 
apartheid, torture and oppression, the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community should support 
the imposition of comprehensive and mandatory sanctions against South A f r i c a . 
His Government had not only f u l l y supported such sanctions, i t had also 
scrupulously applied them. Continued assistance to the South A f r i c a n régime 
could not but prolong the apartheid system, and his delegation f u l l y 
associated i t s e l f with the appeal that a l l forms of co-operation with 
South A f r i c a should be discontinued, u n t i l P r e t o r i a restored the inalienable 
r i g h t s of the non-white population. 

13. Bangladesh had, as a matter of p r i o r i t y , r a t i f i e d and acceded to the 
International Convention on the Elimination of A l l Forms of Racial 
Discrimination and the International Convention on the Suppression and 
Punishment of the Crime of Apartheid. It was heartening to learn that, by 
20 November 1988, as many as 87 States had r a t i f i e d or acceded to that 
Convention, and his delegation appealed to a l l Governments which had not yet 
done so to r a t i f y or accede to i t . 

14. Mr. KOLAROV (Bulgaria) said that his Government unreservedly supported 
the objectives of the two united Nations decades to combat racism and r a c i a l 
d i s c r i m i n a t i o n , and had repeatedly expressed i t s views on the urgent need to 
implement the relevant provisions of the Programme of Action for the Second 
Decade to COTibat Racism and Racial Discrimination. 

15. His delegation commended the agreements signed on 22 December 1988 among 
Angola, Cuba and South A f r i c a and between Angola and Cuba, and hoped that the 
implementation of those agreements would lead not only to the granting of 
independence to Namibia but also to the elimination of the inhuman system of 
apartheid. Recent developments i n South A f r i c a had led to a further 
d e t e r i o r a t i o n of the s i t u a t i o n , however, e s p e c i a l l y i n the wake of the 
Pre t o r i a regime's decision to ban the p o l i t i c a l a c t i v i t i e s of a number of mass 
democratic organizations as well as the a c t i v i t i e s of a number of prominent 
black leaders. Such actions proved that the r a c i s t régime was bent on 
crushing every peaceful form of opposition in the country. The South A f r i c a n 
Parliament had taken steps to r e s t r i c t organizations and i n d i v i d u a l s who 
received foreign funds for a c t i v i t i e s which, i n the opinion of the r a c i s t 
régime, might endanger public safety. 

16. Nevertheless, massive repression, violence and press r e s t r i c t i o n s under 
the continuing state of emergency had been unable to suppress popular anger 
and protest. His Government r e i t e r a t e d i t s f i r m stand against apartheid and 
i t s f u l l s o l i d a r i t y with the just struggle of the peoples of South A f r i c a and 
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Namibia. It joined the overwhelming majority of States in t h e i r c a l l for the 
imposition of comprehensive and mandatory sanctions against South A f r i c a . 

17. His Government, which was f i r m l y opposed to p o l i t i c a l , m i l i t a r y , economic 
and other forms of assistance to the South A f r i c a n régime, c a l l e d upon a l l 
States to take appropriate steps to prevent corporations under t h e i r 
j u r i s d i c t i o n f r m collaborating with the South A f r i c a n régime. That would be 
an e f f e c t i v e way of supporting the peoples of South A f r i c a i n t h e i r j u s t 
struggle for the elimination of apartheid. It f u l l y endorsed the conclusions 
and reccxnmendations contained in the report of the Group of Three 
(E/CN.4/1989/33), i n p a r t i c u l a r , the Group's recommendation that the 
Commission should request the Secretary-General to give wide p u b l i c i t y to the 
l i s t of banks, transnational corporations and other organizations operating i n 
South A f r i c a and Namibia, as r e f l e c t e d in the updated study prepared by the 
Special Rapporteur (E/CN.4/Sub.2/1988/6 and Add.l) and to disseminate the l i s t 
as widely as possible. 

18. Ms. RADIC (Yugoslavia) said that 1988 had been marked by a number of 
p o s i t i v e developments and that that encouraging trend was continuing into 
1989. There were agreements and a c t i v i t i e s concerning Afghanistan, Iran, 
Iraq, Kampuchea, Palestine, the Western Sahara and Namibia, a number of which 
were i n e x t r i c a b l y linked with the United Nations. 

19. The signing of the t r i p a r t i t e agreement on Namibian independence by 
Angola, Cuba and South A f r i c a was an h i s t o r i c a l event for the people of 
Namibia and their representative, the South West A f r i c a People's Organization 
(SWATO), which would contribute to the establishment of peace in the southern 
African region. Since the adoption of Security Council r e s o l u t i o n 435 (1978), 
many countries, including her own, had provided the Namibian people and i t s 
l i b e r a t i o n movement with moral, p o l i t i c a l , diplomatic and material support in 
i t s heroic struggle to achieve self-determination. P a r t i c u l a r l y s i g n i f i c a n t 
was the role of the Movement of Non-Aligned Countries, which had kept the 
issue of racism, r a c i a l discriminationn and apartheid high on i t s agenda. Her 
delegation echoed the concern, expressed recently by those countries with 
regard to the proposed reduction in the s i z e of the m i l i t a r y component of the 
United Nations T r a n s i t i o n Assistance Group (UNTAG), in the run-up to free 
e l e c t i o n s in Namibia. 

20. The need for an e f f e c t i v e means of supervising those elections was 
indicated, in p a r t i c u l a r , by the findings of the Ad Hoc Working Group of 
Experts on southern A f r i c a , which noted that South A f r i c a had consolidated i t s 
m i l i t a r y , p o l i c e and administrative presence in Namibia. 

21. The Group's report presented a lonq l i s t of human-rights v i o l a t i o n s by 
the Government of South A f r i c a , t e s t i f y i n g to the de facto a p p l i c a t i o n of the 
policy of apartheid i n Namibia. The state of emergency in force in the 
northern part of the country had led to systematic v i o l a t i o n s of human r i g h t s 
and international law on a massive scale. Accordingly, her delegation 
supported the recommendations contained in the report of the Ad Hoc Working 
Group, including the proposal that i t be authorized to v i s i t Namibia. 

22. The s i t u a t i o n i n South A f r i c a continued to be a cause for grave concern. 
The anachronistic régime that had i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d racism as a State p o l i c y 
had survived decades of the just struggle for the national l i b e r a t i o n and 
self-determination of the people of Azania. There had been a marked increase 
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i n the powers of the p o l i c e and s e c u r i t y forces, and of some ministers, while 
the administration of j u s t i c e and independence of the j u d i c i a r y had been 
se r i o u s l y undermined, making i t impossible to maintain the rule of law and to 
protect the human ri g h t s and fundamental freedoms of the black population. 

23. The torture of c h i l d r e n and a range of other acts indicated that the 
r a c i s t régime had i n s t i t u t e d a form of State terrorism. More determined 
action was urgently required of the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community to ccmipel the 
r a c i s t Government to abandon i t s p o l i c y . The Commission i t s e l f , had a role to 
play i n that regard, with a view to putting an end to the apartheid system and 
securing the establishment of a free, nœ-racial society in South A f r i c a . The 
imposition of comprehensive and mandatory sanctions under chapter VII of the 
Charter of the United Nations remained a matter of the highest p r i o r i t y . As 
early as the 1960s, her Government had banned a l l forms of co-operation and 
r e l a t i o n s with the r a c i s t régime. 

24. Yugoslavia had recently submitted i t s fourth p e r i o d i c report i n 
accordance with a r t i c l e VII of the International Convention on the Suppression 
and Punishment of the Crime of Apartheid. Her delegation welcomed the fact 
that there were 87 States p a r t i e s to that Convention, and was o p t i m i s t i c that 
the number would grow to include those States which had j u r i s d i c t i o n over the 
transnational corporations. In the meantime, the national l i b e r a t i o n 
movements, the trade unions, the churches and the people concerned would 
continue to enjoy the support of the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community i n their j u s t 
struggle against apartheid. 

25. She paid t r i b u t e to the Sub-Commission on Prevention of Discrimination 
and Protection of M i n o r i t i e s , emphasizing the value of i t s reports and 
a c t i v i t i e s . 

26. L a s t l y , her delegation considered that the mandate of the Ad Hoc Working 
Group of Experts on southern A f r i c a should be extended, as proposed i n the 
report, and i t would support a l l action taken to promote the j u s t cause of the 
peoples of that region, with a view to securing the borders of the f r o n t - l i n e 
States and obtaining peace and security in A f r i c a . 

27. Mr. BRANCO (Sao Tome and Principe) said that the issues under 
consideration presented a c l e a r personal challenge to those who had been 
following the s i t u a t i o n i n southern A f r i c a for more than a decade. The 
q u a l i t y of the speakers i n the debate prevented i t from becoming a mere 
r i t u a l , and had permitted such a degree of consensus on the question of 
apartheid that delegations from d i f f e r e n t parts of the world l i v i n g under 
d i f f e r e n t p o l i t i c a l and economic systems could sometimes speak for one another 
and for a l l . 

28. His delegation endorsed, for exanple, a l l the observations made by the 
representative of Canada, who had emphasized that the release of a few of the 
thousands of p o l i t i c a l prisoners held in South A f r i c a served only to indicate 
how much more remained to be done, and that there was as yet no sign of any 
willingness to address the basic issue, which was that a small minority could 
not continue to deny basic human and p o l i t i c a l r i g h t s to the majority of 
South A f r i c a n s . 

29. There were d i f f i c u l t i e s involved, however, in t r a n s l a t i n g a common 
understanding of the e v i l s of apartheid into p r a c t i c a l measures. He noted, 
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that a consensus was gradually emerging with regard to the question of 
sanctions, which were the most e f f e c t i v e peaceful means of expressing a 
commitment to the elimination of apartheid, and to the promotion of a 
non-racial, democratic society. Those imposed by the United States, the 
European Community, the Commonwealth, the Nordic countries and other 
i n d i v i d u a l nations were indisputable proof of the v a l i d i t y of that argument. 

30. Some disagreement s t i l l p ersisted as to the nature and scope of 
sanctions. His delegation believed that comprehensive and mandatory sanctions 
pursuant to Chapter VII of the Charter of the United Nations would have a 
fundamental e f f e c t on the South African regime. He agreed with the 
Special Rapporteur that the purpose of sanctions was not to c r i p p l e the 
economy of South A f r i c a or of any other country, but to persuade and to bring 
pressure to bear i n order to "head o f f a great deal of violence and an 
inevitable c ollapse". To be e f f e c t i v e , sanctions must be all-embracing. With 
regard to that p o t e n t i a l l y detrimental e f f e c t on the black population, the 
Ad Hoc Working Group of Experts had concluded that an overwhelming majority of 
black South Africans considered them to be the most e f f e c t i v e means of 
bringing pressure to bear. 

31. It was the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y of each i n d i v i d u a l country to act in an 
unambiguous manner in order to present the South African régime with the 
picture of a firm and determined i n t e r n a t i o n a l community united in the common 
struggle to dismantle apartheid, rather than reform i t . 

32. With regard tp Namibia, he welcomed the agreement signed by Angola, 
South A f r i c a and Cuba, with the mediation of the United States. The proposed 
reduction in the m i l i t a r y component of the United Nations T r a n s i t i o n 
Assistance Group (UNTAG) was a matter of concern, however, since i t might 
r e s u l t in the establishment of Namibian independence under conditions that 
were neither free nor democratic. L a s t l y , he endorsed the conclusions and 
recommendations of the Ad Hoc Working Group of Experts. 

33. Mr. TAYLHARDAT (Venezuela), having expressed h i s delegation's utmost 
s o l i d a r i t y with the peoples oppressed by the odious p o l i c y of r a c i a l 
d iscrimination applied by the South African Government, e s p e c i a l l y those who 
had f a l l e n d i r e c t v i c t i m to the e f f e c t s of apartheid, said that he commended 
the Ad Hoc Working Group of Experts on southern A f r i c a for i t s comprehensive 
and objective report. 

34. The r a c i s t régime of P r e t o r i a continued to defy the i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
community, f l o u t i n g the numerous United Nations resolutions c a l l i n g for an 
immediate and unconditional end to i t s unjust and inhumane system. Without 
regard for human di g n i t y , the South A f r i c a n Government continued to resort to 
b r u t a l l y repressive measures, and under the state of emergency the 
administration of j u s t i c e had been undermined to the extent that judges were 
unable to maintain the rule of law and protect human rights and i n d i v i d u a l 
freedoms. 

35. The intransigence of that Government in the face of i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
pressure meant that a v i o l e n t confrontation between blacks and whites i n 
South A f r i c a was becoming increasingly l i k e l y . His delegation shared the view 
of the Ad Hoc Working Group of Experts that the Commission should go beyond 
repeated condemnations of apartheid and act as a c a t a l y s t for more e f f e c t i v e 
i nternational action aimed at bringing the apartheid system to an end and 
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securing the establishment of a free, non-racial society i n South A f r i c a . A l l 
the States which were permanent members of the Security Council and also 
belonged to the Commission must agree to support the c a l l for sanctions in 
accordance with Chapter VII of the Charter of the United Nations, and provide 
for a p p l i c a t i o n of a l l possible means to bring decisive pressure to bear on 
the South A f r i c a n régime. 

36. Possible means of promoting a negotiated solution guaranteeing f u l l 
respect for the human ri g h t s of the entire population and promoting the 
co-existence of a l l r a c i a l groups, should be explored. The South A f r i c a n 
Government must agree to talk to the legitimate representatives of the black 
majority, l i f t the state of emergency and the ban on anti-apartheid movements, 
and free a l l p o l i t i c a l prisoners. It must be persuaded that the a l t e r n a t i v e 
to negotiations could only be chaos, bloodshed and destruction. 

37. His delegation joined once again the appeal to the South A f r i c a n 
Government to commute the death sentences imposed on numerous anti-apartheid 
a c t i v i s t s , and to release immediately and unconditionally Nelson Mandela, 
Zephania Mothopeng and a l l other p o l i t i c a l prisoners, to bring an end to the 
indiscriminate imprisonment of youths, women and chil d r e n , to suspend the ban 
on the A f r i c a n National Congress, the Pan-Africanist Congress of Azania and 
a l l other p o l i t i c a l organizations, and to end i t s brutal repression of 
in d i v i d u a l s and organizations involved in the just struggle against 
apartheid. In other words, i t should put an immediate end to the system of 
apartheid i n a l l i t s manifestations. 

38. His delegation would vote for the various dr a f t resolutions being put 
forward in connection with the s i t u a t i o n i n southern A f r i c a . Furthermore, i t 
considered that the Commission should endorse and follow up the 
recommendations set out i n the report of the Ad Hoc Working Group of Experts. 

39. His Government was much pleased at the prospects opened up by 
implementation of Security Council r e s o l u t i o n 435 (1978), which would i n i t i a t e 
the process leading to Namibian independence. 

40. Miss AL-TURIHI (Iraq) said there had been some encouraging developments 
in southern A f r i c a , p a r t i c u l a r l y with regard to Namibia, which had been 
i l l e g a l l y occupied for so many years by the P r e t o r i a régime in defiance of the 
International Court of J u s t i c e , and regardless of the many United Nations 
resolutions condemning i t . The régime had f i n a l l y had to agree to Namibian 
independence and the w i l l of the Namibian people had thus triumphed over the 
forces of e v i l . 

41. She hoped that the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community would f i n d e f f e c t i v e means of 
implementing the peace process by the appointed date. She expressed concern 
at the proposal that the m i l i t a r y component of the United Nations T r a n s i t i o n 
Assistance Group (UNTAG) be reduced and emphasized the importance of there 
being an adequate number of i n t e r n a t i o n a l observers. I t was a well-known f a c t 
that the South African régime adopted d i l a t o r y manoeuvres to d e s t a b i l i z e the 
f r o n t - l i n e States and that i t might take advantage of the reduced force to 
obstruct the independence process. There must be no obstacles to the holding 
of free e l e c t i o n s i n an independent Namibia. 
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42. The s i t u a t i o n in southern A f r i c a as a whole was not otherwise 
encouraging. She praised the Ad Hoc Working Group of Experts for i t s report, 
which always presented an accurate p i c t u r e of the s i t u a t i o n under the odious 
apartheid regime. 

43. The black majority inhabitated only a small percentage of the land in a 
prosperous country r i c h i n natural resources. The f i v e m i l l i o n blacks were 
reduced almost to homelessness, being forced often to l i v e i n camps which were 
worse than Nazi concentration camps. Since the white minority owned so much 
of the land, many blacks were reduced to squatting on the land of absentee 
owners. They were deprived to their r i g h t s to l i f e , education, work and free 
movement, as the P r e t o r i a régime had found numerous ways of f l o u t i n g the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the two International Covenants on 
Human Rights. 

44. She referred, in p a r t i c u l a r , to the wretched l i v i n g and working 
conditions experienced by the residents of a "homeland" described in 
paragraph 377 of the report, which provided a useful example of what was 
a c t u a l l y happening i n South A f r i c a . That also explained why the churches were 
opposed to the régime and preaching in favour of a m u l t i r a c i a l society. The 
régime, on the other hand, asserted that the churches were themselves involved 
in subversive a c t i v i t i e s . In the words of the report, the South A f r i c a n 
Government was facing "an unprecedented c r i s i s of legitimacy". 

45. The apartheid régime must be brought to an end. It could not be 
reformed. The i n t e r n a t i o n a l community should bring pressure to bear by 
boycotting the régime and seeking a l l possible means of unmasking the crimes 
committed against men, women and c h i l d r e n . The s i t u a t i o n had obvious 
implications with regard to the rights of the c h i l d , as set out in the d r a f t 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l covenant. Some 11,000 children were said to have been detained, 
but the true figure was much higher. Women had given b i r t h i n prison, and i t 
was not known ju s t how many babies had been born there. 

46. She wondered how such a great people could undergo so much s u f f e r i n g when 
the united Nations Charter provided for the protection of human r i g h t s and 
d i g n i t y . Even i f the P r e t o r i a régime had promised to reform the system, i t 
could hardly do so when i t regarded opposition to apartheid as a treasonable 
offence punishable by death. Furthermore, i t had closed down 
17 anti-apartheid organizations. 

4 7. At a time when the death penalty was imposed d a i l y under the state of 
emergency, a l l means must be used to help the black majority of South A f r i c a 
achieve democracy and freedom. A l l i n s t i t u t i o n s must stop c o l l a b o r a t i n g with 
the régime and a l l p o l i t i c a l p r i s o n e r s , . p a r t i c u l a r l y Nelson Mandela, who was a 
symbol of the w i l l for peace, must be released. Her Government had always 
supported the African National Congress and the Pan-Africanist Congress of 
Azania i n t h e i r desire to b u i l d a m u l t i r a c i a l State in which a l l black people 
could l i v e i n peace under conditions of equality with the white population. 

48. A l l the relevant resolutions must be supported and the boycott 
strengthened. Her delegation supported the imposition of sanctions pursuant 
to Chapter VII of the Charter of the United Nations. Some i n d u s t r i a l i z e d 
countries had promised to boycott the régime, but I s r a e l collaborated with 
P r e t o r i a at a l l l e v e l s , p a r t i c u l a r l y in the m i l i t a r y f i e l d . 
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49. The best way to eliminate d i s c r i m i n a t i o n was through education at a l l 
l e v e l s , i n the schools, i n homes, through the mass media and in academic 
forums. The United Nations system, e s p e c i a l l y UNESCO and the International 
Labour Organisation, had a s p e c i f i c r o l e to play in that regard. 

50. L a s t l y , she hoped that the Special Rapporteur, Mr. Eide, would be able to 
prepare h i s f i n a l report, evaluating obstacles to the achievement of the 
objectives of the Decade to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination. 

51. Mrs. GABR (Observer for Egypt) s a i d that the p o l i c y pursued by the 
apartheid régime i n South A f r i c a had grave e f f e c t s not only on the black 
majority there but also on the f r o n t - l i n e States and on the entire region. 
Her delegation supported the recommendations made by the Ad Hoc Working Group 
of Experts in i t s report (E/CN.4/1989/8) and, on behalf of the A f r i c a n Group, 
expressed the hope that the delay in c i r c u l a t i n g the current report would not 
be repeated in the future. 

52. Her delegation endorsed, inter a l i a , the conclusions, in paragraphs 661 
and 662 of the report, that economic, diplomatic and other sanctions would be 
the most e f f e c t i v e form of pressure to bring about a reversal of the apartheid 
policy, that the South A f r i c a n Government must talk to the genuine 
representatives of the black majority and that meaningful negotiations could 
take place only when the state of emergency had been l i f t e d and a l l p o l i t i c a l 
prisoners freed. Her delegation was confident that the Centre against 
Apartheid would continue to a s s i s t the Working Group in i t s further studies, 
and supported the South A f r i c a n people in i t s continued struggle for freedom 
and the exercise of i t s legitimate r i g h t s . 

53. The T r i p a r t i t e Agreement on Namibia gave grounds for optimism, but a 
r e a l i s t i c and v i g i l a n t a t t i t u d e must be maintained; the i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
community must give i t s f u l l support to United Nations plans for Namibia's 
independence. The peace-keeping force should be maintained at i t s i n i t i a l 
l e v e l of 7,500 men; a l l United Nations bodies and s p e c i a l i z e d agencies should 
provide assistance to an independent Namibia in coping with returnees; and 
the South A f r i c a n Government should declare an amnesty for a l l p o l i t i c a l 
prisoners before the e l e c t i o n s . The United Nations Council for Namibia should 
tabulate a l l the economic and administrative damage i n f l i c t e d as a r e s u l t of 
South A f r i c a ' s i l l e g a l occupation; and a s u f f i c i e n t number of United Nations 
observers should be dispatched, including the members of the Ad Hoc 
Working Group under a renewed mandate, with a view to ensuring impartial 
e l e c t i o n s . 

54. The updated report of the S p e c i a l Rapporteur (E/CN.4/Sub.2/1988/6 and 
Add.l) t e s t i f i e d to the need for continued scrutiny of the co-operation 
afforded to South A f r i c a by transnational corporations, banks and other 
i n s t i t u t i o n s . As the Special Rapporteur had reported to the Sub-Commission, 
as few as six major i n d u s t r i a l i z e d nations were in a p o s i t i o n to put e f f e c t i v e 
pressure on South A f r i c a to end apartheid; her delegation appealed to those 
nations to do so. I t supported the Special Rapporteur's e f f o r t s and awaited 
with in t e r e s t the outcome of the steps taken, together with the United Nations 
Centre against Apartheid and the Centre on Transnational Corporations, to 
produce a u n i f i e d l i s t of e n t i t i e s having dealings with South A f r i c a , as well 
as a study on the pr a c t i c e of sham withdrawal of investment from that country. 
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55. Her Government supported a l l United Nations machinery aimed at putting an 
end to racism and r a c i a l d i s c r i m i n a t i o n ; i t regretted that the International 
Convention on the Suppression and Punishment of the Crime of Apartheid had 
been r a t i f i e d by only 88 States as a t 31 December 1988, although many States 
which had not done so continued to voice their support for human r i g h t s . The 
e f f o r t s of the International Labour Conference, recorded i n the ILO report 
submitted to the Commission (E/CN.4/1989/35), showed how e f f e c t i v e the work of 
inter n a t i o n a l bodies could be i n that f i e l d . 

56. The inte r n a t i o n a l community attached growing importance to the plan of 
a c t i v i t i e s for the Second Decade to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination. 
As could be seen from the analysis of r e p l i e s received from Governments 
(E/1988/8), many countries had taken steps to incorporate suitable provisions 
into t h e i r domestic l e g i s l a t i o n - although some States had been far less 
p o s i t i v e i n their response. Her delegation appealed to countries which had 
not yet done so to r a t i f y the relevant i n t e r n a t i o n a l instruments, e s p e c i a l l y 
the International Convention on the Suppression and Punishment of the Crime of 
Apartheid. 

57. A l l ̂ 4ember States should endorse a c a l l for the Security Council to 
consider the urgent adoption of mandatory comprehensive sanctions against 
South A f r i c a under Chapter VII of the Charter. Co-ordination and co-operation 
among a l l United Nations bodies and the s p e c i a l i z e d agencies should be 
enhanced to promote a c t i v i t i e s for the Second Decade. L e g i s l a t i v e and 
administrative measures should be taken to safeguard free elections i n 
Namibia. The in t e r n a t i o n a l community should render a l l possible assistance to 
the victims o f racism and r a c i a l d i s c r i m i n a t i o n , inter a l i a , through the 
United Nations Trust Fund, as part of the action taken during the Second 
Decade. 

58. The inte r n a t i o n a l community's r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s were not confined to 
declarations of support. A l l must take part in measures to monitor the peace 
process, safeguard the rights of a l l those struggling against racism and other 
forms of i n j u s t i c e and promote the establishment for a l l peoples of freedom 
and eooncxnic and p o l i t i c a l s e c u r i t y . 

59. Mr. MAXIM (Observer for Romania) said that the Commission was meeting at 
a time of intense b i l a t e r a l and m u l t i l a t e r a l e f f o r t s to improve the 
int e r n a t i o n a l climate. The United Nations was making a substantial 
contribution towards finding new ways to s e t t l e i n t e r n a t i o n a l disputes, 
restore peace and promote t r u s t through i n t e r n a t i o n a l co-operation in place of 
confrontation. 

60. Those e f f o r t s had not been echoed everywhere, however. Public opinion i n 
h i s country was profoundly shocked by the s i t u a t i o n i n South A f r i c a and 
considered the a u t h o r i t i e s ' p o l i c i e s and practices there a grave a f f r o n t to 
the world, a v i o l a t i o n of fundamental human r i g h t s and a threat to 
int e r n a t i o n a l peace and s e c u r i t y . I t viewed the a b o l i t i o n of apartheid as one 
of the Organization's chief aims, for which a l l Member States were 
responsible. The need to eradicate apartheid i n a l l i t s forms was cl e a r e r 
than ever; only by the establishment of true democracy and equality for a l l 
the people of South A f r i c a could the southern A f r i c a n region achieve peace and 
se c u r i t y . 
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61. His Government's views about the p o l i c y of apartheid had been expressed 
many times i n United Nations and other i n t e r n a t i o n a l forums: i t f i r m l y 
condemned that p o l i c y and voiced i t s s o l i d a r i t y with the just struggle of 
South A f r i c a ' s black population and i t s freedom movements. I t rejected the 
so- c a l l e d reforms recently announced by the South A f r i c a n Government and 
c a l l e d for the a b o l i t i o n of r a c i s t l e g i s l a t i o n and the freeing of p o l i t i c a l 
priscmers. It would do everything i n i t s power to support the peoples 
struggling against apartheid and for freedom and independence; i t continued 
to denounce the i l l e g a l occupation of Namibia and South A f r i c a ' s acts of 
aggression against that t e r r i t o r y and neighbouring States. 

62. The a b o l i t i o n of apartheid and of r a c i a l d i s crimination was o n e of the 
int e r n a t i o n a l community's major tasks. The world had condemned the p o l i c y of 
apartheid and supported the just demands of the African nations for the 
imposition of global mandatory sanctions against the South A f r i c a n 
Government. His delegation r e i t e r a t e d that Romania had no dealings whatsoever 
with the South A f r i c a n a u t h o r i t i e s ; i t reaffirmed i t s s o l i d a r i t y with the 
struggle waged by the people of South A f r i c a , supported a l l the relevant 
United Nations resolutions and greatly appreciated the Secretary-General's 
e f f o r t s to give them e f f e c t . 

63. Mr. EL-HAJJE (Observer for Lebanon) said that the Commission, which once 
again had before i t the question of the South African regime's oppression of 
the peoples of i t s own country and Namibia, must continue to exert every 
e f f o r t towards putting an end to the p o l i c y and practice of apartheid. His 
Government had always condemned racism and r a c i a l d iscrimination in a l l i t s 
forms. In 1971, i t had acceded to the International Convention on the 
Elimination of A l l Forms of Racial Discrimination; i t had also p a r t i c i p a t e d 
in drawing up the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. The s p i r i t of such 
instruments was in keeping with Lebanon's own t r a d i t i o n of tolerance. 

64. Human-rights v i o l a t i o n s , which should long since have become an 
anachronism, unfortunately remained a feature of c e r t a i n s o c i e t i e s , contrary 
to the p r i n c i p l e s set f o r t h i n the United Nations Charter and the universal 
Declaration of Human Rights. South A f r i c a , despite General Assembly 
condemnations as long ago as 1950 and 1952, s t i l l pursued i t s heinous p o l i c y 
of apartheid, thus v i o l a t i n g a l l the standards of the contemporary m u l t i r a c i a l 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l community. Despite the adoption of the International Convention 
on the Elimination of A l l Forms of Racial Discrimination and the International 
Convention on the Suppression and Punishment of the Crime of Apartheid, the 
South A f r i c a n Government continued to oppress the southern A f r i c a n region, 
with blatant disregard for the sufferings i t caused. 

65. Its intransigence was equalled only by that of the I s r a e l i régime. The 
report of the Ad Hoc Working Group of Experts (E/CN.4/1989/8) bore testimony 
to the extent of the persecution, including the large numbers of detainees, as 
well as to the continuing stout resistance by the national l i b e r a t i o n 
movements, such as SWATO. The Commission should continue to exert the utmost 
pressure on the South A f r i c a n Government to force i t to abandon i t s p o l i c i e s 
and comply with the provisions of Chapter VII of the Charter, for the true 
benefit of a l l i t s c i t i z e n s ; the state of emergency must be l i f t e d ; and 
Nelson Mandela and a l l other p o l i t i c a l prisoners, including a l l those held 
because of membership of ANC and PAC, should have their f u l l freedom restored. 
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66. The Special Rapporteur's updated report (E/CN.4/Sub.2/1988/6 and Add.l) 
was of p a r t i c u l a r importance to the e f f o r t s aimed at forcing the South African 
a u t h o r i t i e s to d e s i s t from th e i r current practices and conform to 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l law. 

67. With regard to the s i t u a t i o n in Namibia, h i s delegation hoped that the 
T r i p a r t i t e Agreement would enable the Namibian people to achieve freedom and 
independence pursuant to Security Council r e s o l u t i o n 435 (1978); Lebanon 
looked forward to p a r t i c i p a t i n g i n the e f f o r t s towards that goal. 

68. Mr. GICHERU (Observer for Kenya) said that the past year, which had 
marked the f o r t i e t h anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 
had been one of encouraging peace i n i t i a t i v e s . Hopes for southern A f r i c a were 
s t i l l being dashed, however, and the system of apartheid, with i t s 
i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d r a c i a l discrimination remained one of the world's major 
challenges. 

69. The South A f r i c a n regime's repressive measures were s t i l l causing 
horrendous suffering and loss of l i f e within South A f r i c a i t s e l f and in 
Namibia, and the neighbouring f r o n t - l i n e States continued to suffer from the 
aggression aimed at coercing them into s i l e n t coexistence with apartheid and 
dependence on South A f r i c a . The violence throughout the region could be ended 
only when apartheid had been t o t a l l y eradicated, and a l l countries had a duty 
to co-operate to that end; apartheid could not be reformed but must be 
destroyed root and branch. 

70. It was regrettable that c i r c u l a t i o n of the current report of the 
Ad Hoc Working Group of Experts (E/CN.4/1989/8) had been delayed; i t was to 
be hoped that there would be no such delay in the future. The Group's reports 
had long provided the Commission with commendable fi r s t - h a n d information on 
the p l i g h t of the black people i n southern A f r i c a . The Commission and other 
bodies had p e r s i s t e n t l y voiced their concern at the infringement of human 
rig h t s under the system of apartheid, which the General Assembly had condemned 
as a crime against humanity. The Assembly had made s p e c i f i c recommendations 
to abolish that system and e s t a b l i s h a non-racial democracy. 

71. Those recommendations had remained unheeded, however. The state of 
emergency had been reimposed; black p o l i t i c a l p a r t i e s remained proscribed and 
their leaders imprisoned. Nelson Mandela having spent almost 28 years behind 
bars; no dialogue had begun between P r e t o r i a and the black community's 
genuine leaders; and the media were shackled. The régime remained stubbornly 
opposed to a l l genuine e f f o r t s towards a l a s t i n g negotiated settlement, having 
not only rejected the "negotiating concept" submitted by the Eminent Persons 
Group but also attacked Botswana, Zambia and Zimbabwe. 

72. Despite the negative response, i t was s t i l l true that only through 
negotiation could catastrophe be avoided in South A f r i c a . Meanwhile, 
repression had f a i l e d to s t i f l e the urge for freedom. Even the incarceration 
and i l l - t r e a t m e n t of c h i l d r e n had not broken that resolve. Boycotts and 
trade-union activism t e s t i f i e d to the i n t e r n a l resistance, which no censorship 
could disguise, and Pretoria's neighbours had strengthened t h e i r s o l i d a r i t y 
and resolve. 

73. His Government remained f i r m l y committed to the idea of comprehensive 
mandatory sanctions against South A f r i c a . Kenya v i v i d l y r e c a l l e d i t s own 
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bloody and costly struggle for independence and was deeply concerned at the 
econonic and m i l i t a r y co-operation South A f r i c a received from c e r t a i n States 
Members of the united Nations; such support constituted сюе of apartheid's 
main p i l l a r s . His Government strongly appealed to the countries concerned to 
reconsider t h e i r p o s i t i o n urgently a n d take p o s i t i v e measures towards 
i s o l a t i n g South A f r i c a and ext i r p a t i n g apartheid. The p l i g h t of 
South A f r i c a ' s neighbours, too, despite substantial development assistance and 
security provided by several countries, was a matter which c a l l e d for 
reinforced aid, p a r t i c u l a r l y in key sectors such as transport and 
communications. 

74. Having b r i e f l y r e c a l l e d the history of the s i t u a t i o n in Namibia, and the 
fr u s t r a t i o n of the Organization's e f f o r t s by South A f r i c a since the revocation 
of the l a t t e r ' s mandate, he said that his delegation welcomed the recent peace 
i n i t i a t i v e s pursuant to Security Council r e s o l u t i o n 435 (1978). There was no 
room for complacency, however, and his Government appealed to a l l the parties 
concerned to ensure that the work was c a r r i e d out in good f a i t h . The decision 
to reduce the size of the United Nations peace-keeping force was regrettable 
and should be reconsidered; i t was important to guard against d i v i s i v e n e s s 
and d i s r u p t i o n , so that the new nation could embark, i n peace and s t a b i l i t y , 
on the monumental task of national reconstruction and r e h a b i l i t a t i o n . Kenya 
thanked a l l those, including the Commission, who had helped to bring Namibia 
to the threshold of nationhood, and gave a strong warning to any neo-colonial 
forces that might be contemplating d e s t a b i l i z a t i o n . 

75. His delegation appealed to the world media to p u b l i c i z e the e v i l s of 
apartheid as widely as possible. The apparent conspiracy of sile n c e by 
cer t a i n sections of the media must end; concerted and imaginative steps 
should be taken to educate the world, e s p e c i a l l y the young, regarding the 
horrors of apartheid, and the subject should be included i n a l l c u r r i c u l a . An 
Academic Year Against Apartheid should be declared - possibly 1990; the 
Commission had already made recommendations along those l i n e s . 

76. His Government reaffirmed i t s s o l i d a r i t y with the peoples of southern 
A f r i c a i n their heroic struggle. It c a l l e d for the immediate and 
unconditional release of Nelson Mandela and of a l l other p o l i t i c a l prisoners, 
the immediate l i f t i n g of the state of emergency and other oppressive measures 
and of the ban on l i b e r a t i o n movements inside and outside South A f r i c a , the 
cessation of k i l l i n g s and kidnapping of p o l i t i c a l a c t i v i s t s and of a l l acts of 
aggression against the Namibian people, the imposition of comprehensive 
mandatory sanctions, immediate and genuine independence for Namibia i n 
accordance with Security Council resolution 435 (1978), and endorsement of the 
recommendations of the Ad hoc Working Group of Experts on southern A f r i c a . 
Apartheid must be dismantled immediately and completely. 

77. Mr. OQOURTSOV (Observer for the Byelorussian Soviet S o c i a l i s t Republic) 
said that the ine v i t a b l e r e s u l t of the developments i n the s i t u a t i o n in 
southern A f r i c a would be an i n t e n s i f i c a t i o n of the armed struggle, which 
would, i n the f i n a l analysis, lead to the p o l i t i c a l and econcxnic collapse of 
apartheid. The p o s i t i o n of those who were trying to remain i n power was 
hopeless, despite the enormous f i n a n c i a l , economic and p o l i t i c a l support 
provided by several countries. 

78. The refusal to respect the embargo, the increase i n the amount of loans, 
investment and trade only prolonged the agony of the South A f r i c a n régime. 
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which was a disgrace to the planet. South A f r i c a had received loans anounting 
to $22.5 b i l l i o n i n 1986 alcxie. If account was also taken of the $25 b i l l i o n 
i t had received in d i r e c t foreign investment, i t became c l e a r that the 
economic framework of the apartheid system was maintained by f i n a n c i a l 
contributions from abroad. I t was to be noted, however, that countries such 
as Canada, Sweden, Denmark, Norway and Finland had taken c e r t a i n measures to 
reduce their c a p i t a l holdings in South A f r i c a . Such actions could only be 
welcomed.. 

79. Apartheid was seeking new partners and expanding i t s o l d t i e s . In that 
connection, his delegation was s e r i o u s l y concerned at the increasing r o l e 
played by Taiwan, which was becoming an important partner of the South A f r i c a n 
régime. With regard to arguments against the introduction of comprehensive 
compulsory sanctions against the r a c i s t P r e t o r i a régime, i t was claimed that 
economic sanctions would i n f l i c t greater harm on the Africans and f r o n t - l i n e 
States than on the apartheid régime. In f a c t . South A f r i c a was more 
vulnerable than ever to economic sanctions, while i t s m i l i t a r y arsenal would 
be reduced i f the embargo were s t r i c t l y observed. 

80. Referring to the conclusions reached by the Special Rapporteur on the 
adverse consequences for the enjoyment of human ri g h t s of p o l i t i c a l , m i l i t a r y , 
economic and other forms of assistance given to the c o l o n i a l and r a c i s t régime 
in South A f r i c a , he drew attention to the statement that a l l assistance given 
to the e x i s t i n g régime had had an adverse e f f e c t on the human-rights s i t u a t i o n 
of the non-whites of South A f r i c a , and made the eradication of apartheid more 
d i f f i c u l t . 

81. I t was c l e a r that only an i n t e r n a l movement was capable of undermining 
the p i l l a r s of apartheid. However, there was a need for substantial support 
from abroad in the form of constant pressure by the e n t i r e i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
community on the bankrupt system of apartheid. The eternal dream of the 
indigenous inhabitants of South A f r i c a for freedom would come true, but the 
f i r s t step along that path was the l i q u i d a t i o n of apartheid. The c i v i l i z e d 
States should combine their e f f o r t s aimed at bringing about the eradication of 
apartheid and at enabling the South African peoples to create a s i n g l e , 
democratic, n a i - r a c i a l State without a r b i t r a r y measures or force. 

82. Mr. Heller (Mexico) took the Chair. 

83. Mr. TRIKI (League of Arab States) s a i d that, from i t s establishment, the 
League of Arab States had focused on the f u l l enjoyment o f human ri g h t s and 
had supported the e f f o r t s of the international community to a t t a i n that goal. 
The League supported the just cause of the Africans combating apartheid i n 
South A f r i c a . 

84. Since 1960, the League had r e g u l a r l y considered the situation in 
South A f r i c a involving the persecution of the majority by a minority, had 
condemned that s i t u a t i o n and had appealed to world p u b l i c opinion to put an 
end to the practices of the r a c i s t South A f r i c a n régime. The Council of 
Ministers for Foreign A f f a i r s of the League had adopted a resolution demanding 
the postpcMiement of recognition by the League of the South A f r i c a n Government, 
so long as i t continued to deny the majority of i t s population the r i g h t to 
p a r t i c i p a t e in power. 
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85. Apartheid was inconsistent with the p r i n c i p l e s of human r i g h t s and 
d i g n i t y . In that connection, he noted that the tenth Arab summit meeting had 
adopted a r e s o l u t i o n to give assistance to African l i b e r a t i c m movements 
f i g h t i n g against r a c i a l discrimination and apartheid. 

86. The organic t i e s between the régimes in T e l Aviv and Pretoria were not 
new and dated back to the period before the p a r t i t i o n of Palestine i n 1948. 
The two régimes co-ordinated a c t i v i t i e s r e l a t i n g to the use o f repressive 
measures and co-operated c l o s e l y i n the development and manufacture of weapons 
of mass destruction. He wcmdered against whom those weapons would be used in 
the future. 

87. In keeping with the p r i n c i p l e of the common destiny of the A f r i c a n and 
Arab peoples, the League supported a l l e f f o r t s to combat the p o l i c y of r a c i a l 
discrimination and supported the Namibian people in i t s struggle to achieve 
independence i n accordance with Security Council r e s o l u t i o n 435 (1978). I t 
commended the role played by the Organization of A f r i c a n Unity in that regard 
and i t s support for Arab causes in general and the question of Palestine in 
p a r t i c u l a r . In that connection, he r e c a l l e d that, in i t s r e s o l u t i o n No. 77 
adopted at i t s Conference i n 1975, the OAU noted that the r a c i s t régime i n 
Palestine and the r a c i s t régimes in South A f r i c a had the same i m p e r i a l i s t 
o r i g i n and possessed the same r a c i s t structures. 

88. The reports submitted to the Commission by various United Nations bodies 
and by non-governmental organizations condemned the p o l i c y of apartheid. I t 
should never be forgotten that the inhumane and barbarous treatment of 
m i l l i o n s of men, women and children was part of a systematic p o l i c y in 
countries that claimed to be flag-bearers of the c i v i l i z e d and c u l t u r a l values 
of the modern world. Nevertheless, the W i l l of peoples to achieve d i g n i t y and 
win t h e i r freedom would triumph i n the end. In that connection, he said that 
the Commission's decisions could help those peoples by mobilizing public 
opinion in support of their just struggle against apartheid. 

89. It seemed that some States adopted a double standard in dealing with the 
régime in South A f r i c a . On the one hand, they acted as i f r a c i a l 
d iscrimination and human r i g h t s v i o l a t i o n s did not e x i s t there. On the other, 
they refrained from imposing sanctions in the name of freedom of trade. His 
delegation stressed that any provision of assistance to States which trampled 
human rights was unacceptable. 

90. His delegation, which had f u l l confidence in the Commission, hoped that 
at i t s current session i t would devise e f f e c t i v e means to combat the p o l i c y of 
apartheid and, in p a r t i c u l a r , to monitor the implementation of the resolutions 
adopted concerning sanctions against South A f r i c a . The League c a l l e d for the 
release of a l l p o l i t i c a l prisoners in South A f r i c a , including Nelson Mandela. 
It welcomed the p o s i t i v e developments i n the search for a settlement that 
would ensure a free and independent Namibia. 

91. Mr. MOKBIL (Observer for Democratic Yemen) said that the various 
documents submitted to the Commission on agenda item 9 r e f l e c t e d the e f f o r t s 
made by people to resolve c o n f l i c t s by peaceful means. In that connection, he 
r e c a l l e d that the Palestine National Council had adopted a Declaration 
proclaiming the establishment of the independent State of Palestine and 
c a l l i n g for the convening of an i n t e r n a t i o n a l peace conference on the 
Middle East in which the PLO would p a r t i c i p a t e together with other p a r t i e s to 
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the dispute and the permanent members of the Security Council, under the 
auspices of the united Nations, the report of the S p e c i a l Committee to 
Investigate I s r a e l i Practices in the Occupied T e r r i t o r i e s (A/43/694) and the 
report of the Ad hoc Working Group of Experts on southern A f r i c a 
(E/CN.4/1989/8) showed c l e a r l y the s i m i l a r i t i e s between the repressive 
practices and p o l i c i e s pursued by the South African and I s r a e l i régimes. 

92. He noted the e f f o r t s made by the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community in various 
resolutions and decisions adopted by the Security Council, the 
General Assembly and the Commission aimed at promoting the holding of an 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l peace conference and at bringing pressure to bear on 
South A f r i c a to respect the T r i p a r t i t e Agreement and withdraw from Namibia. 

93. His delegation, which had already condemned I s r a e l i practices and 
supported the intifadah, also supported the struggle of the people of Namibia 
to achieve independence under the leadership of SWAPO, i t s legitimate 
representative. The eradication of apartheid could not be achieved through 
p a r t i a l reforms since i t required guarantees of f u l l democracy for a l l the 
people. The South A f r i c a n régime must, therefore, be f u l l y i s o l a t e d both 
economically and p o l i t i c a l l y . 

94. His delegation endorsed the j u s t demand of the overwhelming majority of 
Member States for the imposition of comprehensive sanctions against the 
P r e t o r i a régime in accordance with Chapter VII of the Charter and believed 
that the only way to i s o l a t e South A f r i c a was to sever a l l p o l i t i c a l , 
economic, m i l i t a r y and c u l t u r a l l i n k s with that country. 

95. Mr s. BEREZ HNAYA (Women's International Democratic Federation) said that 
her organization was deeply concerned at the f a c t that defenceless people, i n 
p a r t i c u l a r c h i l d r e n , were being harassed, detained, tortured and k i l l e d i n 
c o l d blood by the r a c i s t South A f r i c a n régime. In that connection, she said 
that the assassination of the chief ANC representative i n Paris was o n e more 
еха1ф1е of the crimes committed by that régime. 

96. On the basis of the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies for the 
Advancement of Women, WIDF supported a l l i n i t i a t i v e s for the promotion of the 
r i g h t s of women and children in South A f r i c a and Namibia suffering from the 
inhumane practices of apartheid. In that regard, her organization had aroused 
awareness among women i n the entire world by organizing seminars, round 
tables, congresses and speaking tours at which the question of apartheid and 
r a c i a l discrimination was discussed. Furthermore, i t had c a l l e d upon i t s 
national branches to i n t e n s i f y their a c t i v i t i e s i n exposing the crimes of 
apartheid and to contribute to the struggle for i t s eradication. 

97. WIDF noted with s a t i s f a c t i o n that the l i f t i n g of the death sentences 
against the Sharpeville Six was a v i c t o r y won by a l l democratic forces. I t 
emphasized that Nelson Mandela and a l l other p o l i t i c a l prisoners must be 
released. Some 1,500 persons were currently being held without t r i a l i n 
South A f r i c a n prisons for " p o l i t i c a l " reasons, among them pregnant women and 
ch i l d r e n . Recent reports indicated that, over a period of three years, more 
than 300 c h i l d r e n had been k i l l e d and more than 1,000 wounded. WIDF urged the 
Commission to assert i t s authority with a view to h a l t i n g the r a c i s t regime's 
f l a g r a n t v i o l a t i o n s of human r i g h t s , i n general, and the rights of women and 
children, in p a r t i c u l a r . 
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98. She drew att e n t i o n to the p l i g h t of Daisy Modise, who was being held i n 
the Bophuthatswana Bantustan Central Prison and had been sentenced to death. 

99. WIDF recognized with s a t i s f a c t i o n that progress had been made since 1988 
towards s e t t l i n g the c o n f l i c t i n south-western A f r i c a and welcomed the 
T r i p a r t i t e Agreement signed i n New York on 22 December 1988 by Angola, 
South A f r i c a and Cuba. Her organization hoped that a l l the measures aimed at 
bringing about independence for Namibia i n accordance with Security Council 
re s o l u t i o n 435 (1978) would be implemented. The Namibian people, under the 
leadership of SWAPO, needed i n t e r n a t i o n a l s o l i d a r i t y more than ever. Special 
emphasis should be given by the in t e r n a t i o n a l community to the resettlement of 
100,000 refugees, mainly women and ch i l d r e n , inside Namibia. 

100. In conclusion, she said that WIDF supported the International Convention 
on the Suppression and Punishment of the Crime of Apartheid and contributed to 
the implementation of the Programme of Action for the Second Decade to CcMibat 
Racism and Racial Discrimination. It was prepared to co-operate and 
co-ordinate i t s e f f o r t s with a l l forces struggling against racism and 
apartheid. 

The meeting rose at 6 p»m 




