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keJlt?JL JâÎ^A 8,- March 1977'from Же,. Pema^ent 
|tejËrê ejitajtive_ o_f I s r a e l _to_ the_ ЦА^Ж^.. yg/fclgns 

OfjLice_at_ Geney^ 
РХ..Ж^—'^-""^ffission on H-uman Rights 

Enclosed, herev/ith, I have the honour to transmit to you a statement concerning 
hiflnan r i g h t s o f Jews i n the Union o f So v i e t S o c i a l i s t Republics and i n S y r i a . 

I sha,ll be g r a t e f u l i f you vrould c i r c u l a t e t h i s sta,tement as an o f f i c i a l 
document o f the Commission on Hujman Rights under agenda item 125 "Question of the 
V i o l a t i o n o f Hujïian Rights and Fundamental Freedoms i n any Part of the v/orldj vrith 
p a r t i c u l a r reference to C o l o n i a l and other Independent Countries and T e r r i t o r i e s . " 

Accept, S i r , e t c . 

(Signed) Theodor MEEON 
. Ambassador 

Perma,nent Representative 

GE.77-3540 
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I . 

I feve the honour to draw the a t t e n t i o n of the Commission to the p l i g h t of 
more than three m i l l i o n S o viet Jevs. 

The s i t u a t i o n .of the Soviet Jews did'not improve during the lást'.yea.r. The 
problem'faced t y a s i g n i f i c a n t number of the Soviet Jews i s the absence of f r e e 
emigration from the USSR and the c o n t i n u a t i o n of- the hr.rassments d i r e c t e d against 
those who wff^nt to emigrante to I s r a e l . The f o l l o v r i n g are the numbers of emigration 
permits r e c e i v e d by Jews who a p p l i e d to go to I s r a e l s i n 1973 '̂ he t o t a l of 
55,000 persons had l e f t ^ i n 1974 - about 20,000; i n 1975 - about 13,000 and i n 
1976 - about 14,000 Jews had l e f t the USSR. The number of persons requesting 
i n v i t a t i o n s ( a f f i d a v i t s ) from t h e i r r e l a t i v e s i n Isra^el continues to be much la.rger 
than the number of permits i s s u e d by the Soviet a u t h o r i t i e s . In 1976, 36,100 
persons ha,d asked f o r and r e c e i v e d t h e i r f i r s t a f f i d a v i t s s.nd another 19,500 had 
renewed (extended) the a f f i d ? . v i t s tha,t they already had, thus b r i n g i n g the number 
of the avpplicants to the t o t a l ox 555600, persons w h i l e , the number of the permits 
granted was 14?200. 

The hea.vy pressure exerted on Jevis i n order to dissuade them from da-ring to 
apply f o r emigration i s c o n t i n u i n g . The press c<?j3]paign against the a p p l i c a n t s f o r 
emigration goes on as before; the a u t h o r i t i e s a^re t r y i n g to prevent the Jevzish 
a c t i v i s t s i n d i f f e r e n t c i t i e s from maintaining. cûntâ,cts .betvrêen. them ; Hebrevi 
text-books and educational and r e l i g i o u s m a t e r i a l s .about I s r a e l are being c o n f i s c a t e d i 
applic3.nts fox' emigration are being dismissed from work or demoted to lower p o s i t i o n s 
and t h e i r s a l a r i e s are cut downj reserve officers'ha-ve had t h e i r pensions terminatedi 
telephones are o f t e n cut o f f and m a i l ( i n c l u d i n g the a f f i d a v i t s sent from I s r a e l ) i s 
being i n t e r c e p t e d and f r e q u e n t l y c o n f i s c a t e d 5 Jewish students SXQ e x p e l l e d from 
u n i v e r s i t i e s 5 Jewish young men are c o n s c r i p t e d i n t o the э-гту d e l i b e r a t e l y so as to 
•jprevent t h e i r f a m i l i e s from a p p l y i n g f o r emigration. Some Jev;s who have been ti-ying 
to r e c e i v e emigration permits f o r a long time had appealed i n October 1976 to the 
î'Iinister of I n t e r i o r of the USSR and the D i r e c t o r .of the A l l - U n i o n OVIR o f f i c e i n 
ora.er to p r o t e s t against the d i f f i c u l t s i t u a t i o n they had been placed i n ; they 
t r i e d to organize a p r o t e s t demonstration i n the s t r e e t s of Moscow and nea,r the 
o f f i c e s o f the Supreme S o v i e t . The demonstra,tors were s e i z e d by the a u t h o r i t i e s , 
c r u e l l y beaten and then sentenced to I5 days of a r r e s t (the women among them were 
f i n e d ) . 

I n a number of cases Jevrs wo,nting to emigrate were t r i e d on c r i m i n a l charges -
a-nd not on p o l i t i c a J ones - i n order to serve as. examples f o r other p o s s i b l e 
p r o s p e c t i v e a,pplicants and i n order to conceal from the vrorld p u b l i c o p i n i o n the 
r e a l reasons f o r t h e i r a r r e s t and t r i a l . The s i t u a t i o n of the Jevjish pi-isoners who 
were ?^.rrested a.nd sent to p r i s o n f o r t h e i r d e s i r e to go to I s r a e l i s very s e r i o u s . 
The harassments to which they p^re subjected both by some e.nti-Semitic camp 
a d m i n i s t r a t o r s 3.nd by other p r i s o n e r s - i n s t i g a t e d c r i m i n a l s - t u r n t h e i r l i v e s 
i n t o h e l l . 

The s i t u a t i o n of the Jeirish i n t e l l e c t u a l s who had been dismissed from t h e i r 
p o s i t i o n s i n u n i v e r s i t i e s э-nd research i n s t i t u t e s a f t e r they e.pplied f o r emigration 
permits i s e s p e c i a l l y d i f f i c u l t ; they are forced to s t a y out of ггогк f o r a long' 
p e r i o d of time and, i n a d d i t i o n to t h e i r poor m a t e r i a l s i t u a t i o n , the a u t h o r i t i e s 
do everything they can to reduce them to the s t a t e of s p i r i t u a l and p r o f e s s i o n a l 
s t a g n a t i o n . Thoir attempts to improve t h e i r p r o f e s s i o n a l s i t u a t i o n by o r g a n i z i n g 
s c i e n t i f i c seminars and Ъу p u b l i c a t i o n of a magazine devoted to the problems of the 
Jewish m i n o r i t y i n the USSR (''Jews i n the USSR") are met by strong o p p o s i t i o n o f 
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the a u t h o r i t i e s ( i n c l u d i n g , court charges, t h r e a t s of such cliarges, a r r e s t s of those 
t a k i n g p a r t i n c u l t u r a l and s c i e n t i f i c a c t i v i t i e s , etc.)« Ibe attempt of the Jewish 
a c t i v i s t s i n December 1976 to organize i n Moscow a symposiimi on the problems of the 
Jexfish c u l t u r e desearves s p e c i a l , a t t e n t i o n . Representatives of the M i n i s t r y o f 
C u l t u r e of the USSR, So v i e t c u l t u r a l ' w o r k e r s as w e l l as l e c t u r e r s and guests from 
overseas were openly i n v i t e d to p a r t i c i p a t e i n the vrork of the symposium, but the 
S o v i e t a,uthorities d i d t h e i r best to prevent the symposium from being held? the 
foreigri.-guests were denied entrance v i s a s to the USSR, others had t h e i r v i s a s 
c a n c e l l e d , t o u r i s t s who happened to enter the USSR during those days were e x p e l l e d , 
the m a j o r i t y of the symposium's pa^rticipants were h e l d imder house a r r e s t . As a 
r e s u l t , those of the symposium's organizers who were not detained could o n l y h o l d a 
symbolic s e s s i o n of the symposium that l a s t e d a few hours. 

The a n t i - S e i n i t i c campaign i n the o f f i c i a l mass media i s c o n t i n u i n g . F a b r i c a t e d 
m i s i n f o r m a t i o n appears i n the mass media under the guise of " a n t i - Z i o n i s t " and/or 
" a n t i - r e l i g i o u s " propaganda. A c e r t a i n P r o f e s s o r V. Emelyanov, employed by the 
o f f i c i a l o r g a n i z a t i o n ''Znanie" as a l e c t u r e r , ms-inly to students, has become l a t e l y 
loiovm f o r h i s p u b l i c l e c t u r e s about Zionism. His l e c t u r e s are f u l l o f ma,licioùs 
a l l e g a t i o n s d i r e c t e d 3.gainst the Jewish people and i t s n a t i o n a l h e r i t a g e , against 
i t s r e l i g i o n and h i s t o r y . 

I n previous sessions of t h i s Commission, we have had occasion to p o i n t out 
t h a t v i r u l e n t l y a n t i - S e m i t i c books, a r t i c l e s , cartoons e t c . are p e r i o d i c a l l y 
p u blished i n the USSR w i t h the o f f i c i a l b l e s s i n g of the a u t h o r i t i e s . To these 
we should now add eqxially a n t i - S e m i t i c t e l e v i s i o n and r a d i o bi-oadcasts as i r e l l 
as l e c t u r e s d e l i v e r e d under o s t e n s i b l y s c h o l a r l y auspices. 

The continuous a n t i - S e m i t i c barrage i n the Soviet media i s o f t e n camouflaged 
under the guise o f a p o l i t i c a l propaganda campaign against I s r a e l . I nterspersed w i t h 
denunciations of I s r a e l are defamatory statements about the Jewish r e l i g i o n , 
outrageous misrepresentations of Jewish c u l t u r e and sheer nonsense about Jewish 
h i s t o r y . 

A recent a n t i - S e m i t i c f i l m c a l l e d 'Secret and Other Things' suggests that Jews 
t r i e d to k i l l L e n i n , that 'Jewish c a p i t a l helped H i t l e r to power' and juxtaposed 
scenes of d e p r i v a t i o n w i t h p i c t u r e s of prominent Jens. 

Seventy-six Jews signed a statement condemning an a n t i - Z i o n i s t f i l m c a l l e d 
'Buyers of S o u l s ' , which was sho\-m by the State t e l e v i s i o n net\TOrk on 22 Janiiary., 

The r a d i o broadcasts t r a n s m i t t e d f o r the S o v i e t Jews - even Hebrew l e s s o n s , 
l e c t u r e s on Jewish h i s t o r y and Jewish and Hebrew l i t e r a t u r e - are s'ystematicaJly 
jammed by the S o v i e t a u t h o r i t i e s i n c o n t r a d i c t i o n to i n t e r n a t i o n a l agreements 
r e l a t i n g thereto signed by the S o v i e t a u t h o r i t i e s . 

The Human Rights Commission must c a r e f u l l y ехалйпе these grave v i o l a t i o n s o f . 
human r i g h t s and of the r i g h t s o f a n a t i o n a l m i n o r i t y and i t should f i r m l y demand 
tha t the USSR should remove a,l l the o b s t a c l e s i n the way of those Jews xfho x/ish to 
leave the S o v i e t Union f o r , I s r a e l i n accordance v i i t h the b a s i c r i g h t s l a i d à.o\m i n 
the U n i v e r s a l D e c l a r a t i o n . o f Human Rights and other i n t e r n a t i o n a l agreements. The 
members of the United Nations must demand the immediate reléanse by the S o v i e t 
a u t h o r i t i e s o f a l l those p r i s o n e r s whose sole "crime" was t h e i r d e s i r e to l i v e as 
Jews and to go to I s r a e l , and to a l l o w them to go t h e r e . The a n t i - S e m i t i c campaign, 
the p r o h i b i t i o n to pass on to the nevi generation the r e l i g i o u s and n a t i o n a l Jewish 
t r a d i t i o n s and the acts d i r e c t e d against these t r a d i t i o n s , the v i o l a t i o n s o f the 
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freedom o f coimnunication between the Sovie t Jews and t h e i r bre thren overseas, the 
attempts to i s o l a t e them, the obstac les placed i n t h e i r way to t h e i r h i s t o r i c 
homeland - a l l these c o n t r a d i c t both the s p i r i t and the l e t t e r of the H e l s i n k i 
Agreement and are a v i o l a t i o n of fundamental human r i g h t s . 

I I . 

Another grave humanitarian problem per ta ins to the p l i g h t o f the Jews i n S y r i a . 

From year to year we have r e g u l a r l y drawn the a t t e n t i o n o f the Human Rights 
Commission to the t r a g i c condi t ions of t h i s people , u n f o r t u n a t e l y without e l i c i t i n g 
any r e a c t i o n , except f o r the repeated statements by spokesmen f o r the S y r i a n 
Government, denying wi th i n d i g n a t i o n that the Jews of S y r i a were subjected to 
r e s t r i c t i o n s or to d i s c r i m i n a t i o n . 

I t i s therefore o f importance to note that the S y r i a n a u t h o r i t i e s have now 
decided (as reported i n the Kuwait i Newspaper "Allcabas" o f 28 December 1976) to 
l i f t some o f the r e s t r i c t i o n s which had been imposed by them on the Jews of S y r i a . 
The declared reason f o r the d e c i s i o n of the S y r i a n a u t h o r i t i e s "to consider the 
Jeiírtí as o r d i n a i y c i t i z e n s " vw.s "to prevent I s r a e l from c la iming that the Jews i n 
S y r i a Viere being perspcuted" . Yet whatever the reason, i f the report i s indeed t r u e , 
i t r e f e r s to a p o s i t i v e o b j e c t i v e . 

The report i n d i c a t e s that the Sjrrian Government has now talcen the f i r s t 
h e s i t a n t steps to grant Jews some b a s i c human r i g h t s : the r i g h t of f ree movement 
w i t h i n the country i t s e l f , the r i g h t to i n h e r i t and to bequeath immovable proper ty 
and the p o s s i b i l i t y o f making a t r i p abroad f o r medical treatment o r f a m i l y reasons. 

I t i s obvious that i n more l i b e r a l countr ies such r i g h t s f o r every c i t i z e n are 
considered as b a s i c . 

Taking i n t o account the h u m i l i a t i n g condi t ions under which S y r i a n Jev;s have been 
s u f f e r i n g f o r so many years , we must o f course be g r a t e f u l f o r any improvement. Y e t , 
i n order to place i n proper perspect ive the newspaper reports p e r t a i n i n g to the 
i n t e n t i o n o f S y r i a to consider Jews as o r d i n a r y c i t i z e n s , p a r t i c u l a r l y i n r e l a t i o n to 
g e n e r a l l y accepted standards, one p o i n t must be mentioned: any Jew permitted to 
t r a v e l abroad - and permission i s o n l y granted f o r h e a l t h o r f a m i l y reasons - has to 
post a bond equivalent to more than 25 thousand S y r i a n pounds, which i s about 
s i x thousand f i v e hundred d o l l a r s . On top of t h i s any Jev; permitted to t r a v e l abroad 
i s r e q u i r e d to leave behind as hostage a member o f h i s c l o s e s t f a m i l y a spouse or an 
unmarried c h i l d . 

A l l t h i s , o f course, a p p l i e s o n l y to Jews, i n c o n f l i c t vrith the p r o v i s i o n s of 
the U n i v e r s a l D e c l a r a t i o n on Human R i g h t s . The o n l y humane s o l u t i o n to t h i s 
problem and the o n l y way by which t h i s small community can a t l a s t be r e l i e v e d of 
i t s s u f f e r i n g s i s by p e i m i t t i n g those of them, who vrish to do so , to leave the 
coiantry to be r e u n i t e d wi th t h e i r f a m i l i e s , wherever they may be . By doing so , S y r i a 
w i l l do no more than comply at l a s t wi th g e n e r a l l y accepted standards and o b l i g a t i o n s 
xiith respect to human r i g h t s . I t i s o f p a r t i c u l a r urgency that S y r i a should permit 
the departure o f some фО Jevrish women o f marriageable age, who cannot f i n d husbands 
i n S y r i a . 
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I n c o n c l u s i o n , I should l i k e to draw the a t t o n t i o n of the Comniission to the 
fol l o v / i n g R e s o l u t i o n adopted on 8 February 1977 by the V/orld oepharadi Federation 
at i t s Convention held i n 4эгиза1эиг 

" R e c a l l i n g the i n t e r n a t i o n r , l l y rolmouledged ri.?ht ox every person to 
freedom to leave h i s coxuitry. 

Expressing cur grecit concern, a t the continuin^-j aenia.l of the r i g h t to leave 
S y r i a , a i"i{;ht d&nied to those S y r i a n Jera who vital to do so, 

F e a r f u l o f the threat to the s u r v i v a l o f the ancient Jewish Commnity of 
S y r i a , th.2 './orId Sephcradi Fédération: 

C a l l s ywpn inte:.:-n& t i o n a l p u b l i c o p i n i o n to demand f::'om the 
Syria/n Government recpcc- of the rigiït of the S^.-rian Jev.àsh Com.niunity to 
the f.reedom to leave. 

2. ]iiE.sj3 Governments o f tlie f r e e woi^Id to demand fron; the S y r i a n Govex-nment 
to end their- aiacriminf-to.ry p r a c t i c e s against the Jev/ish Community. 

3, AppeaJs to concerned persons around the vrorld to c a l l upon 
President Assad of S y r i a to f u l f i l h i s o b l i g a t i o n s and undertakings to respect 
the b a s i c r i g h t s o f the Syi-ian Jev/ish Community to j o i n t h e i r r e l a t i v e s overse3,s." 




