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UN 2059 Nitrocdlulose solution, flammable - Packing Groups |1 and 11

Transmitted by the expert from the United Kingdom

1. The expert from the United Kingdom notes that UN 2059 NITROCELLULOSE SOLUTION,
FLAMMABLE with not more than 12.6% nitrogen, by dry mass, and not more than 55%
nitrocellulose is currently forbidden in the Model Regulations for carriage in IBCs. It is proposed
that such transport should now be permitted.

2. Prior to aignment with the Model Regulations, carriage in IBCs was permitted in RID/ADR until
2001 and current US regulations (49CFR 173.242(d), B2, 1B3) still permit carriage in IBCs in the
equivaent of UN packing instructions IBC02 (PGII) and IBCO3 (PGIII). The Model Regulations
also permit the transport of UN 2059 in tanks in al Packing Groups.

3. According to data available to the expert from the United Kingdom, the vapour pressure of this
substance at the Packing Group |1 level is 44kPa at 55 °C (37kPa at 50 °C). Asthe threshold for not
permitting dangerous liquids in IBCs on the basis of vapour pressure is that they should not exceed
110kPa at 50 °C or 130kPa at 55 °C, there does not appear to be a sound reason for prohibiting
transport in IBCs of UN 2059 on the basis of its vapour pressure. The expert from the United
Kingdom is not aware of any other judtification for prohibiting the use of IBCs.

4.  Some sectors of industry have expressed a desire to carry this substance in IBCs and the expert
from the United Kingdom sees no reason why this should not be permitted. It is therefore proposed
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that the use of IBCs for Packing Groups Il and 111 of UN 2059 should be permitted as shown in the
proposal below.

Proposal:

Amend the Dangerous Goods List by adding IBC02 to Column 8 for PGII and IBCO3 to column 8 for
PGIII as shown:

UN No. Name and description Class | Subsi- UN Special | Limited Packagings and IBCs
or diary | packing | provi- | quantities
divison| risk group sions

Packing Special
instruction  packing provisiong
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2059 |NITROCELLULOSE SOLUTION, 3 | 198 NONE PO01
FLAMMABLE with not more than
12.6% nitrogen, by dry mass, and not 3 I 198 1L PO0L
morethan 55% nitrocellulose 1BCO2
3 11 198 1L PO01

1BCO2




