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LAWS AND REGULATIONS 
PROMULGATED TO GIVE EFFECT TO THE PROVISIONS OF 

THE INTERNATIONAL TREATIES ON NARCOTIC DRUGS AND PSYCHOTROPIC SUBSTANCES 

In accordance with the relevant articles of the international treaties on narcotic drugs and psychotropic substances. 
the Secretary-General has the honour to communicate the following legislative texts. 

Communicated by the Government of the Netherlands 

(a) Some editing of texts may be done by the Secretariat in the interest of 
clarity. In this connection, words in square brackets [ ] have been added or 
changed by the Secretariat. 

(b) Only passages directly relevant to the control of narcotic drugs or psycho­
tropic substances have been reproduced in this document. Non-relevant 
parts of laws and regulations have been deleted by the Secretariat; such 
deletions are indicated by [...]. 

E/NL.1986/42 M i n i s t r y of P u b l i c H e a l t h and Environmental Hygiene. 
M i n i s t e r i a l decree of January 16, 1985 pursuant to 
the Opium N a t i o n a l Ordinance 1960 concerning the 
di s p e n s i n g and p r e s c r i b i n g of medicines. 

*) Note by t h e S e c r e t a r i a t : The present document i s a d i r e c t reproduction 
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MINISTERIAL DECREE of January 16 1985 pursuant t o a r t i c l e 3, 
paragraph 2, a r t i c l e 5, paragraphs 1 and 2, and a r t i c l e 7, 
parag r a p h s of the Opium Nat i o n a l Ordinance 1960 (O.G. 1960, 
no. 65), concerning the p r o v i s i o n of r e g u l a t i o n s i n regard t o 
the d i s p e n s i n g and p r e s c r i b i n g o f medicines r e f e r r e d t o i n 
a r t i c l e 3 and a r t i c l e 4 of the aforementioned n a t i o n a l o r d i ­
nance. 

THE MINISTER OF PUBLIC HEALTH 
AND ENVIRONMENTAL HYGIENE; 

Having regard t o : 
A r t i c l e 3, paragraph 2, a r t i c l e 4, paragraphs 1 and 2, and 
a r t i c l e 7, paragraph 2 o f the Opium Na t i o n a l Ordinance (O.G. 
1960, no. 65), as amended; 

H A S R E S O L V E D : 
A r t i c l e 1 

I n t h i s M i n i s t e r i a l Decree, the f o l l o w i n g terms s h a l l have 
the f o l l o w i n g meanings: 
a. National Ordinance : the Opium N a t i o n a l Ordinance 1960 1/ 

(O.G. 1960, no. 65), as amended; 2/ 
b. D i r e c t o r : the D i r e c t o r of Pharmaceutical Af­

f a i r s ; 
c. Medicines : a l l substances or any p r e p a r a t i o n 

of such substances, as r e f e r r e d t o 
i n a r t i c l e 3 and a r t i c l e 4 o f the 
n a t i o n a l o r d i n a n c e or d e s i g n a t e d 
pursuant t o the f i r s t paragraph sub 
g o f a r t i c l e 3 o f t h e n a t i o n a l 
ordinance. 
A r t i c l e 2 

1. E s t a b l i s h e d p h a r m a c i s t s may dispense medicines o n l y on 
p r e s c r i p t i o n given by a medical p r a c t i t i o n e r , d e n t a l surgeon 
or v e t e r i n a r y surgeon, and t h i s o n l y i f such p r e s c r i p t i o n 
meets the requirements sta t e d i n a r t i c l e 3 of t h i s decree. 
2. The f i r s t paragraph s h a l l not apply i n cases i n which such 
d i s p e n s i n g cannot be delayed and the p h a r m a c i s t s h a l l have 
adequately s a t i s f i e d h i m s e l f t h a t danger o f abuse does n o t 
e x i s t nor can i t a r i s e . The pharmacist s h a l l keep an accurate 
r e g i s t e r on such dispensing, s t a t i n g the medicine, the quan-

1/ Note by the S e c r e t a r i a t : E/NL.1985/9 
21 Note by the S e c r e t a r i a t : E/NL.1980/134 

E/NL.1985/15 
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t i t y and the p a r t y t o whom i t was dispensed. 
3. D i s p e n s i n g p h y s i c i a n s may dispense medicines f o r use by 
the persons p e r t a i n i n g t o t h e i r medical p r a c t i c e also, only 
and e x c l u s i v e l y on a p r e s c r i p t i o n t h a t s h a l l meet the r e ­
quirements st a t e d i n a r t i c l e 3 o f t h i s decree. 

A r t i c l e 3 
1. The s e l l i n g , d i s p e n s i n g or s u p p l y i n g o f any medicine on 
p r e s c r i p t i o n s h a l l o n l y be p e r m i t t e d i f the p r e s c r i p t i o n 
contains the f o l l o w i n g i n f o r m a t i o n : 
A. i f the p r e s c r i p t i o n serves f o r a medicine t o be dispensed 

t o a person f o r whose use i t has been p r e s c r i b e d , or t o 
the owner or caretaker of an animal, f o r whose use i t has 
been prescribed: 
1°. t h e name and i n i t i a l s , as a l s o the f u l l address and 

tele p h o n e number o f t h e person who g i v e s the p r e ­
s c r i p t i o n ; 

2°. the date on which the medicine i s prescribed; 
3°. the name of the medicine as also, stated i n f u l l and 

w r i t t e n i n l e t t e r s , the q u a n t i t y of the medicine; 
4°. t h e name, t h e i n i t i a l s as a l s o the f u l l address of 

the person f o r whose use the medicine i s prescribed, 
or the name and i n i t i a l s , as also the f u l l address of 
the owner or c a r e t a k e r o f the a n i m a l , f o r whose use 
the m e d icine i s p r e s c r i b e d , w i t h i n d i c a t i o n o f the 
animal; 

5°. c l e a r i n s t r u c t i o n s f o r use, i n c l u d i n g the maximum 
q u a n t i t y t o be used i n 24 hours, i t being understood 
t h a t i n s t r u c t i o n s "as d i r e c t e d " , "as before" and the 
l i k e s h a l l n o t be deemed t o i n d i c a t e t he mode o f 
employment. 

B. I n case o f a me d i c i n e b e i n g p r e s c r i b e d f o r use by a person 
or a n i m a l , b u t such m e d i c i n e h a v i n g t o be dispensed 
through the medium of the person who gives the p r e s c r i p ­
t i o n , p r o v i d e d t h e person who g i v e s the p r e s c r i p t i o n ' i s 
e s t a b l i s h e d on the same i s l a n d o f e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f the 
pharmacist or dispensing p h y s i c i a n , t o whom the p r e s c r i p ­
t i o n i s submitted f o r p r e p a r a t i o n : 
1°. the i n f o r m a t i o n l i s t e d sub A, 1°-4°; 
2°. t h e words: " i n manu m e d i c i " or an i n d i c a t i o n of 

s i m i l a r meaning. 
C. I n case o f a medicine d e s t i n e d f o r a p p l i c a t i o n i n the 

p r a c t i c e of the person who prescribes: 
1°. the i n f o r m a t i o n l i s t e d sub A, 1°-3°; 
2°. the words: " f o r medical p r a c t i c e " , " f o r dental prac­

t i c e " or " f o r v e t e r i n a r i a n p r a c t i c e " . 
2. A p r e s c r i p t i o n as r e f e r r e d t o i n the f i r s t paragraph s h a l l 
be w r i t t e n i n i n k by the person who g i v e s the p r e s c r i p t i o n , 
and s h a l l be signed by such person i n f u l l . 
3. A p r e s c r i p t i o n as r e f e r r e d t o i n the f i r s t paragraph s h a l l 
c o n t a i n and may prescribe only and e x c l u s i v e l y one medicine. 
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4. A p r e s c r i p t i o n as r e f e r r e d t o i n the f i r s t paragraph o f 
t h i s a r t i c l e s h a l l o n l y be v a l i d f o r one s i n g l e s upply. For 
any and a l l subsequent supplies of the medicines r e f e r r e d t o 
i n a r t i c l e 1 o f t h e decree, a new p r e s c r i p t i o n s h a l l be 
re q u i r e d . 

A r t i c l e 4 
The persons s t a t e d i n a r t i c l e 7, paragraph 2 sub a and b of 
the n a t i o n a l o r d i n a n c e s h a l l observe t h e f o l l o w i n g r e g u l a ­
t i o n s on dispensing the medicines r e f e r r e d t o i n a r t i c l e 1 of 
t h i s decree: 
The l a b e l s , under which any medicine, or p r e p a r a t i o n c o n t a i n ­
i n g a m e d i c i n e i s o f f e r e d f o r s a l e or i s s u p p l i e d , s h a l l 
s t a t e t h e w e i g h t and the percentage o f t h e m e d i c i n e , t h i s 
w i t h o u t p r e j u d i c e t o t h e p r o v i s i o n s o f a r t i c l e 18 o f the 
N a t i o n a l Ordinance c o n c e r n i n g the Di s p e n s i n g o f Medicines 
(O.G. 1969, no. 24). 
These l a b e l s s h a l l also s t a t e the name i n c o n f o r m i t y w i t h the 
denomination o f the medicine i n the n a t i o n a l ordinance or i n 
a m i n i s t e r i a l decree on the s t r e n g t h of a r t i c l e 3, paragraph 
1 sub g o f the o r d i n a n c e . 

A r t i c l e 5 
1. Established pharmacists s h a l l have the o b l i g a t i o n t o keep 
s e p a r a t e l y i n t h e i r pharmacy, f o r a p e r i o d o f a t l e a s t s i x 
years, the p r e s c r i p t i o n s on which they dispensed a medicine, 
which p r e s c r i p t i o n s s h a l l be subsequently arranged according 
t o the name o f t h e person who gave such p r e s c r i p t i o n s , t he 
name o f the m e d i c i n e , and the date on which i t was dispensed; 
i n case o f a p r e p a r a t i o n i n v o l v i n g more t h a n one me d i c i n e , 
the necessary c o p i e s s h a l l be made o f t h e p r e s c r i p t i o n i n 
order t o meet the a f o r e s a i d requirement. 
2. The f i r s t paragraph s h a l l n o t a p p l y i n r e s p e c t o f p r e ­
s c r i p t i o n s p r e s c r i b i n g a p r e p a r a t i o n c o n t a i n i n g none o t h e r 
than one or more of the f o l l o w i n g medicines: 
acetyldihydrocodeine and i t s s a l t s 
codeine and i t s s a l t s 
dihydrocodeine and i t s s a l t s 
ethylmorphine and i t s s a l t s 
norcodeine and i t s s a l t s 
pholcodine and i t s s a l t s 
p u l v i s ipecacuanhae e t o p i i compositus 
nicocodine and i t s s a l t s 
diphenoxylate, i n s o f a r as the p r e p a r a t i o n per dosage u n i t 

c o n t a i n s no more than 2,5 mg, c a l c u l a t e d as 
base and such a q u a n t i t y of a t r o p i n e sulphate 
e q u a l t o a minimum o f one p e r c e n t o f the 
q u a n t i t y of diphenoxylate. 

3. The esta b l i s h e d pharmacists s h a l l keep the p r e s c r i p t i o n s 
r e f e r r e d t o i n the f i r s t paragraph r e a d i l y a v a i l a b l e f o r 
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access and i n s p e c t i o n by the D i r e c t o r and the t e c h n i c a l 
o f f i c i a l s of the Bureau of Pharmaceutical A f f a i r s d u r i n g the 
peri o d prescribed i n said paragraph. 
4. On the f i r s t day of each q u a r t e r , established pharmacists 
s h a l l have the o b l i g a t i o n t o send t o the D i r e c t o r , by r e g i s ­
t e r e d m a i l , c opies o f the p r e s c r i p t i o n s r e f e r r e d t o i n t h e 
f i r s t paragraph, which p r e s c r i p t i o n s r e l a t e t o such cases as 
r e f e r r e d t o i n the f i r s t paragraph sub B and C of a r t i c l e 3. 
5. Dispensing physicians s h a l l have the o b l i g a t i o n t o conduct 
an a d m i n i s t r a t i o n , set up and kept t o the s a t i s f a c t i o n of the 
D i r e c t o r , of the medicines dispensed by them, w i t h the excep­
t i o n of preparations as r e f e r r e d t o i n the second paragraph; 
such a d m i n i s t r a t i o n s h a l l i n d i c a t e the medicines dispensed, 
and the person t o whom they were dispensed. 
The records concerning the a d m i n i s t r a t i o n r e f e r r e d t o i n the 
f i r s t sentence, and the p r e s c r i p t i o n s on which the medicines 
r e f e r r e d t o i n s a i d sentence were p r e s c r i b e d , s h a l l be k e p t 
by t h e d i s p e n s i n g p h y s i c i a n s f o r a t l e a s t s i x y e a r s , and 
d u r i n g such p e r i o d they s h a l l be k e p t r e a d i l y a v a i l a b l e f o r 
access and i n s p e c t i o n by t h e D i r e c t o r and t h e t e c h n i c a l 
o f f i c i a l s o f the Bureau of Pharmaceutical A f f a i r s . 

A r t i c l e 6 
1. Established pharmacists s h a l l be obliged t o keep r e g i s t e r s 
o f each o f the medicines i n d i c a t e d i n a r t i c l e 3 and a r t i c l e 4 
of the Na t i o n a l Ordinance, separately, s t a t i n g : 
a. t h e purchase, along w i t h t h e da t e , name, s u p p l i e r and 

q u a n t i t y ; 
b. t h e d i s p e n s i n g , along w i t h t h e da t e , name, r e s i d e n c e o f 

th e m e d i c a l p r a c t i t i o n e r , d e n t a l surgeon or v e t e r i n a r y 
surgeon, t h e name and r e s i d e n c e o f the p a t i e n t or the 
owner o f the a n i m a l , the form i n which the m e d i c i n e has 
been dispensed, the q u a n t i t y and the number o f t h e p r e ­
s c r i p t i o n . 

The r e g i s t e r s s h a l l be set up and kept t o the s a t i s f a c t i o n of 
th e D i r e c t o r , r e a d i l y a v a i l a b l e i n the pharmacy f o r access 
and i n s p e c t i o n a t a l l times by the D i r e c t o r and the t e c h n i c a l 
o f f i c i a l s . 
2. The p r o v i s i o n s contained i n the preceding paragraph sub b 
s h a l l not apply t o medicines and the preparations i n d i c a t e d 
i n the second paragraph of a r t i c l e 5 of t h i s decree. 

A r t i c l e 7 
The o r d e r i n g as r e f e r r e d t o i n the second paragraph o f a r ­
t i c l e 5 o f the n a t i o n a l o r d i n a n c e may o n l y be e f f e c t e d by 
pr e s e n t a t i o n of a w r i t i n g , s t a t i n g : 
1°. the date; 
2 ° . the name and q u a n t i t y of the medicine or o f the 

medicines; 
3 ° . the words: " f o r the purposes of pharmaceutics"; 
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4°. the name o f t h e e n t e r p r i s e f o r w h i c h the or d e r i s 
made; 

5°. the name, r e s i d e n c e and s i g n a t u r e of the person 
making the order on behalf of the e n t e r p r i s e r e f e r r e d 
t o sub 4°. 

A r t i c l e 8 
1. E s t a b l i s h e d p h a r m a c i s t s and d i s p e n s i n g p h y s i c i a n s s h a l l 
accept a q u a n t i t y of a medicine only against r e c e i p t , a copy 
of which they s h a l l keep themselves. 
I n case o f a p o s t a l p a c k e t , the r e c e i p t s h a l l be sent t o the 
pa r t y who supplied the medicine w i t h i n t hree days - exclud­
ing Saturdays, Sundays and o f f i c i a l h olidays - from the date 
of r e c e i p t . 
2. The r e c e i p t , which s h a l l be signed and dated by the estab­
l i s h e d pharmacists, the dispensing p h y s i c i a n or by a person 
a u t h o r i z e d t o the e f f e c t by the d i s p e n s i n g p h y s i c i a n , s h a l l 
s t a t e : 
1°. the name and the address o f the e s t a b l i s h e d pharma­

c i s t or the dispensing p h y s i c i a n , as the case may be; 
2°. the name and the q u a n t i t y o f t h e me d i c i n e , as a l s o 

the pharmaceutical form, i n case of a preparation; 
3°. the name and the address o f the p a r t y who s u p p l i e d 

the medicine. 
3. Beneath the sign a t u r e on the r e c e i p t , the signatory's name 
s h a l l be st a t e d c l e a r l y and l e g i b l y . 
4. Combination o f t h e w r i t i n g r e f e r r e d t o i n a r t i c l e 7 and 
the r e c e i p t r e f e r r e d t o i n the f i r s t p aragraph o f t h i s a r ­
t i c l e s h a l l be allowed. 
5. Established pharmacists and dispensing physicians s h a l l be 
obliged t o check p e r s o n a l l y w i t h i n three days - not i n c l u d ­
ing Saturdays, Sundays and o f f i c i a l holidays - from the date 
of r e c e i p t o f a q u a n t i t y o f a m e d i c i n e , whether the goods 
de l i v e r e d t o him correspond w i t h the statement contained i n 
the r e c e i p t ; i f such i s not i n c o n f o r m i t y , they s h a l l n o t i f y 
the p a r t y who d e l i v e r e d the q u a n t i t y , i n w r i t i n g , w i t h i n the 
p e r i o d o f t i m e s t a t e d i n the f i r s t sentence. I n case o f a 
po s t a l packet the unsigned r e c e i p t s h a l l accompany the w r i t ­
ten n o t i c e . 
6. E s t a b l i s h e d p h a r m a c i s t s and d i s p e n s i n g p h y s i c i a n s s h a l l 
have th e o b l i g a t i o n t o keep co p i e s o f the w r i t i n g r e f e r r e d 
t o i n a r t i c l e 7 and the r e c e i p t r e f e r r e d t o i n a r t i c l e 8, 
s e p a r a t e l y and a c c o r d i n g t o the name o f the medicine o r , as 
the case may be, a c c o r d i n g t o the name o f the medicine con­
t a i n i n g the p r e p a r a t i o n , i n c h r o n o l o g i c a l order according t o 
the date o f r e c e i p t , and t h i s f o r a t l e a s t 6 years; d u r i n g 
such period these copies s h a l l be kept r e a d i l y a v a i l a b l e f o r 
ins p e c t i o n by the D i r e c t o r . 
7. Paragraphs 1 t o 6, i n c l u s i v e s h a l l a p p l y a n a l o g o u s l y i n 
respect of es t a b l i s h e d v e t e r i n a r y surgeons. 
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1.a. Established pharmacists, dispensing physicians and es­
t a b l i s h e d v e t e r i n a r y surgeons and h o l d e r s o f a l i c e n c e as 
r e f e r r e d t o i n the f i r s t paragraph of a r t i c l e 6 and the f i r s t 
paragraph of a r t i c l e 7 o f t h e n a t i o n a l o r d i n a n c e s h a l l be 
bound t o s t a t e i n w r i t i n g , i n the manner t o be prescribed by 
the D i r e c t o r , the i n v e n t o r y o f medicines k e p t by them on 
January 30 of each calendar year. 
At the same t i m e t h e y s h a l l t h e r e b y s t a t e s e p a r a t e l y each 
medicine or each p r e p a r a t i o n t h a t c o n t a i n s a m e d i c i n e as 
r e f e r r e d t o i n a r t i c l e 3 and a r t i c l e 4 of the n a t i o n a l o r d i ­
nance, and t h i s i n such a manner t h a t the w r i t t e n s t a t e m e n t 
s h a l l s p e c i f y the q u a n t i t y o f the purchase and dispensing or 
sale during the preceding calendar year. Statement s h a l l also 
be made o f those q u a n t i t i e s o f med i c i n e , p r e p a r a t i o n or 
compounding l o s t or destroyed d u r i n g the preceding calendar 
year, g i v i n g the reason and circumstance. 
b. as t o the medicines r e f e r r e d t o i n the second paragraph of 
a r t i c l e 5 of t h i s decree, statement need only be made of the 
q u a n t i t y as at January 30 of the calendar year, and the t o t a l 
purchase o f these m e d i c i n e s d u r i n g the p r e c e d i n g c a l e n d a r 
year. 

A r t i c l e 10 
To p r o v i d e t h a t t h e M i n i s t e r i a l Decrees o f A p r i l 29 1964 3/ 
(O.G. 1964, no. 70) p u r s u a n t t o the second paragraph o f 
a r t i c l e 7 o f the Opium N a t i o n a l Ordinance 1960 (O.G. 1960, 
no. 65) and o f A p r i l 29 1964 (O.G. 1964, no. 71) p u r s u a n t t o 
the f i r s t and second paragraphs o f a r t i c l e 5 o f t h e Opium 
National Ordinance 1960 (O.G. 1960, no. 65) s h a l l become n u l l 
and v o i d a t the time t h i s decree s h a l l take e f f e c t . 

A r t i c l e 11 
This decree, which s h a l l be i n s e r t e d i n the O f f i c i a l Gazette, 
s h a l l take e f f e c t as and f r o m the f i r s t day o f t h e t h i r d 
month a f t e r t h a t o f i t s proclamation. 

Willemstad, January 16 1985. 
The aforesai d M i n i s t e r , 
M. Ph. LIBERIA-PETERS. 

Issued on February 15 1985. 
The M i n i s t e r of General A f f a i r s , 

M. Ph. LIBERIA-PETERS. 

Note by the S e c r e t a r i a t : E/NL.1985/11 


