UNITED E
NATIONS

Economic and Social Distr.
. GENERAL
Council
TRANS/WP.24/105
18 October 2004

Origind: ENGLISH

ECONOMIC COMMISSION FOR EUROPE

INLAND TRANSPORT COMMITTEE

Joint ECM T/UNECE Working Party/Group on Intermodal Transport and Logistics'
UNECE Working Party on Intermoda Transport and Logistics

REPORT
OF THE WORKING PARTY AT ITSFORTY-SECOND SESSION?
(Kiev, 29 September 2004)

ATTENDANCE

1 The sesson was attended by representatives of thefollowing countries. Austria; Belgium; Bulgaria;
Czech Republic; France; Germany; Hungary; Poland; Portugal; Romania; Russian Federation; Serbiaand
Montenegro; Sovakia, Switzerland; Ukraine. The European Conference of Minigters of Trangport
(ECMT) was represented as well as the following non-governmental organizations. Internationa Road
Trangport Union (IRV); Internationa Union of Railways (UIC); Europlatforms; International Multimodd
Trangport Association IMMTA); European Association for Forwarding, Trangport, Logisticsand Customs
Savices (CLECAT).

! The UNECE and ECMT have adopted cooperative arrangements in establishing the “Joint ECM T/UNECE
Working Party/Group on Intermodal Transport and Logistics’ consisting of separate ECMT and UNECE segments, the
UNECE segment consisting of its Working Party on Intermodal Transport and Logistics (WP.24).

2 Official documents aswell as other information relating to the activities of the W orking Party areavailableonthe
relevant UNECE web site: www.unece.org/trans/'wp24/wel come.html .
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ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA

2. TheWorking Party adopted the provisiona agendaprepared by the secretariat (TRANS/WP.24/104).

ADOPTION OF DECISIONSTAKEN AT THE FORTY-FIRST SESSION

3. TheWorking Party adopted the decisions taken at its forty-first session as prepared by the UNECE
Secretariat, in cooperation with the Chairman (TRANSWP.24/103 and Corr.1).

STRATEGIC OBJECTIVESOF THE INLAND TRANSPORT COMMITTEE

4. TheWorking Party took note of the strategic objectives adopted by the Inland Transport Committee
(ITC) (TRANS2004/18). Reviewing document TRANS2004/19, the Working Party felt that its

programme of work, adopted at itsfortieth session (TRANSWP.24/101) and subsequently approved by
the ITC in February 2004 (ECE/TRANS/156/Add.1), wasin linewith the strategic objectives of the I TC.
It decided, however, to add to thisprogramme specific referencesto “ trangport safety and security” aswell

as to “globdization of the world economy” and to amend the description of its programme activities
accordingly when considering the programme of work for the period 2006 to 2010 in autumn 2005.

5. Inthiscontext, the Working Party regretted thet, in spite of the effortsmade by the secretariat, the late
avalability of documentation in the three working languages of the UNECE continued to have a negetive
impact on its effident functioning.

EUROPEAN AGREEMENT ON [IMPORTANT INTERNATIONAL COMBINED
TRANSPORT LINESAND RELATED INSTALLATIONS (AGTC)

@ Status of the AGTC Agreement

6. The Working Party noted that, at present, the AGTC Agreement has 26 Contracting Parties’,

7. The up-to-date and consolidated text of the AGTC Agreement is contained in document
ECE/TRANS88/Rev.2 and is available a the web ste of the Working Party in English, French and
Russian  (http://Amww.unece.org/transwp24/wel come.html). 1t should be noted that only the text kept

8 Austria; Belarus; Belgium; Bulgaria; Croatia; Czech Republic; Denmark; France; Georgia; Germany; Greece,

Hungary; Italy; Luxembourg; Kazakhstan; Netherlands; Norway; Poland; Portugal; Republic of Moldova; Romania;
Russian Federation; Slovakia; Slovenia, Switzerland and Turkey.
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in custody by the Secretary-Genera of the United Nations in his capacity as depostary of the AGTC
Agreement condtitutes the authoritative text of the Agreement. This web Ste aso contains al relevant
Depositary Notificationsissued by the Legd Office of the United Nations, including those reaing to the so
far four amendments to the Agreementsthat have come into force on 25 June 1998, 1 February 2001, 18
December 2001 and 16 April 2004 respectively.

(b) Status of amendment proposals adopted by the Working Party

8. The Working Party noted that the amendment proposal s proposed by the Russian Federation and
adopted by the Working Party at itsforty-first sesson (TRANS/WP.24/103/Corr.1) have been circulated
by the Depositary on 6 July 2004 (Depositary Natification C.N.724.2004.TREATIES-1). The period for
objections will expire on 6 Jauay 2005 (for further detals refer to:
www.unece.org/trans'wp24/depnot.html).

(© New amendment proposals

0. With aview to updating the AGTC Agreement and to extending its geographica scope, including
important Euro-Adan transport links, the Working Party considered in detail amendment proposals to
Annexes | and Il of the AGTC Agreement as compiled and consolidated by the secretariat
(TRANS/WP.24/2004/6).

10.  Noting that some of the required information, particularly with regard to the location of important
terminds, had not yet been forthcoming, the Working Party invited concerned countries to tranamit this
information as soon as possible to the secretariat in order to be able to formally adopt these amendment
proposas (in accordance with article 15 of the AGTC Agreement) a its forthcoming sesson in March
2005. Inthiscontext, the importance of devel oping a coherent parnt European network, covering also that
of the OSZhD and proving, in particular, a consistent numbering system of combined transport lines, was
stressed.

11. Reviewing a draft map of the extended AGTC network, the Working Party requested the
secretaria to findize this map following adoption of the amendment proposals and to publish it in an

electronic and hard copy form.

d) Inventory of AGTC standards and parameters

12. The Working Paty noted that, as requested, the secretariat has transmitted pre-filled
questionnaires to dl Contracting Parties for the collection of 2002 data reating to the AGTC
Agreement and to the relevance of the infrastructure and performance standards and parameters
contained therein (“Ydlow Book™). By 1 September 2004, the following countries have transmitted
the requested information: Audria; Belgium; Bulgaria; Croatia; Czech Republic; Denmark; France;
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Germany; Hungary; Portuga; Romania; Russian Federation; Serbiaand Montenegro; Sovenia; Switzerland.
The Working Party invited al countries that had not yet tranamitted the required information to the
secretariat, particularly regarding the questionnaire on the relevance of present sandardsand parametersin
the AGTC Agreements, to do so as soon as possible.

13.  TheWorking Party fdt that it was of particular importance to analyse the coherence between the
technicd infrastructure parameters of the AGTC and AGC Agreements, the Trans-European and Par+
European transport networks and with the infrastructure standards of access to nationa rail networks as
prescribed in European Directive 2001/14/CE and to examine, if necessary, their harmonization in the
longer term.

14.  TheWorking Party wasinformed about the current work undertaken by the secretariat toinsert all
data received into an eectronic data base that would alow a comparative andys's of infrastructure and
performance data among participating countries and aong specific internationa combined transport lines
(C-Elines).

PROTOCOL ON COMBINED TRANSPORT ON INLAND WATERWAYS
TO THE AGTC AGREEMENT

15.  TheWorking Party recalled the request made by the Inland Transport Committee to undertake an
andysis of the reasons that have led to the non-acceptance of anumber of internationa lega insruments,
including the Protocol to the AGTC Agreement (ECE/TRANS/156, para. 29). Tothiseffect, the secretariat
will address acommunication to Contracting Partiesto the AGTC Agreement with aview toinquiring onthe
future course of action.

16.  TheProtocol has been ratified so far by seven countries, but isnot yet in force’. It text is contained
in document ECE/TRANS/122 and Corrs.1 and 2 and is aso available at the web site of the Working
Party in English, French and Russian

(http://Amvww.unece.org/transwp24/wel come.html).

DEVELOPMENT OF COMBINED AND INTERMODAL TRANSPORT AT THE PAN-
EUROPEAN LEVEL

17. The Working Paty noted that the objective of its work on “modd” action plans and
partnership agreements is to identify “good practices’ and edtablish “benchmarks’ to assgt
Contracting Parties to the AGTC Agreement and dl actors involved in international intermodd
trangport services to cooperate with each other at the policy as well as a technicd and commercia

4 Bulgaria; Czech Republic; Denmark; Luxembourg; Netherlands;, Romania; Switzerland.
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levels with a view to improving the competitiveness of internationa intermoda trangport services in the
region.

18.  As requested, the ad hoc expert group of the Working Party has prepared document
TRANSWP.24/2004/5 containing detailed “model” action plans, partnership agreements and performance
indicatorsaswel asan analysisof possible ways and meansof ensuring vishility and effectiveapplication of
these good practices and benchmarks for intermodal transport. Finally, the expert group has prepared
possible amendment proposals to the AGTC Agreement as well as a draft resolution for adoption by the
ITC and endorsement by the Council of Ministers of ECMT.

19.  TheWorking Party fdt that it wasnot yet in aposition to takeafina decision on thelarge number of
proposals made by the expert group. It decided, however, to opt, at that stage, for the preparation of a
recommendation or resolution to be adopted by the Working Party that could subsequently be endorsed
and/or approved by the ECMT and ITC. The secretariat was requested to prepare such a draft
recommendation/resolution for congderation by the Working Party at its next sesson in March 2005. In
addition, a document describing in detail possible amendment proposalsto the AGTC Agreement, witha
view to fadilitating consderations in the Working Party and in the ITC, might aso be established.

MONITORING OF WEIGHTS AND DIMENSIONS OF LOADING UNITS IN
INTERMODAL TRANSPORT

20.  TheWorking Party recdled that the |SO Technical Committee TC 104 had considered the possible
standardization of 45 ft containers and had requested UNECE to clarify the applicability of ITC resolution
No. 241 of 5 February 1993 on“Increasing Dimensions of Loading Unitsin Combined Trangport”. Onthe
bass of secretariat document TRANSWP.24/2004/4, the Working Party, a its forty-first sesson,
considered the text of this resolution as well as related information on a Smilar resolution adopted at the
second globa Seminar on the Impact of Increasing Dimensions of Loading Units on Combined Transport
(Geneva, 1-4 September 1992). Noting that, in most European countries, thelength of the | SO- conddered
45 ft container would conflict with nationa road trangport regulationsthat were not likely to be modified to
alow the transport of such loading unitson aregular basis, the Working Party requested the secretariat to
consult with UNECE member Stateswith aview to obtaining arepresentative opinion onthe SO proposas
to gandardize maritime containerswith thefollowing dimensons. 45 x 8 x 96" (Lengthx Width x Height)
(TRANS/WP.24/103, paras. 21-23).
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21.  TheWorking Party invited those countriesthat had not yet informed the secretariat of their position,
to do so as soon as possible so as to alow the secretariat to prepare a document on this subject for
consderation by the Working Party at its forthcoming session.

RECONCILIATION AND HARMONIZATION OF CIVIL LIABILITY REGIMES
GOVERNING INTERMODAL TRANSPORT

22.  The Working Party was informed of progress made by the United Nations Commission on
Internationa Trade Law (UNCITRAL) in the preparation of an internationd insrument on maritime
transport that would aso extend to al contracts of carriage involving asealeg, including short- seashipping
and port hinterland transport by road, rail or inland water trangport. The secretariat was requested to
provide more detailed information on the status of thiswork at itsnext sesson, in particular onthe results of
the session of the UNCITRAL Working Group on Trangport Law (Vienna, 29 November —10 December
2004).

DATE OF NEXT SESSIONS

23.  TheWorking Party decided to hold its next session on 8 March 2005 in Paris, in conjunctionwith
the session of the ECMT Working Group on Intermodal Transport and Logigtics (7 March 2005).

24.  Theforthcoming autumn session of the Joint ECM T/UNECE Working Party/Groupisscheduled to
be held at the Palais des Nationsin Geneva during the period 26 to 28 September 2005.

SUMMARY OF DECISIONSTAKEN
25.  Asagreed and in line with the decison of the ITC (ECE'TRANS/156, para. 6), the UNECE

secretariat, in cooperation with the Chairman, hasfindized the present report on the outcome of the session
of the Working Party.




