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1 ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA

In accordance with the Commission's rules of procedure, the first item to be considered is the
adoption of the agenda prepared by the secretariat (TRANS/WP.30/2004/24).

2. ELECTION OF A CHAIRPERSON

In accordance with the commission’s rules of procedure and established practice, the Ad hoc
Expert Group should eect a Chairperson for its sessons in 2004.

3. BACKGROUND AND MANDATE

At its one hundred-and- saventh meeting (15-18 June 2004), the UNECE Working Party on
Customs Questions affecting Trangport, after an in-depth discussion, mandated the secretariat to convene
an Ad hoc Expert Group with a view to dedling with the other amendment proposds that had been
transmitted by Contracting Partiesaswell as, possibly, other proposal sfor amendments of the Convention,
in particular in relation to the guarantee system. The Working Party was of the view that the Ad hoc Expert
Group should be established with an open-ended mandate and should be open to participation by all
Contracting Parties and relevant organizations. As a firgt priority, it should consider the amendment
proposas before it with aview to separating these into (a) questions of amore technica nature, which the
Working Party or the TIR Executive Board (TIREXB) could dedl with and (b) questions of amore strategic
nature, which the Ad hoc Expert Group should consider how best to ded with. In this context, it was
proposed thet it could be considered to launch a strategic review of the future of the Convention through a
meeting d a TIR Contact Group, as it had been done in connection with Phase | of the TIR revison
process. Contracting Parties were invited to inform the secretariat whether they were interested in hogting
such a TIR Contact Group meeting. The topics to be dealt with by the TIR Contact Group could be
decided by the Ad hoc Expert Group. The Working Party decided to convene the Ad hoc Expert Group on
30 and 31 August 2004 in Geneva as proposed by the secretariat (TRANS/WP.30/214, para. 42).

The Ad hoc Expert Group may wish to take into account its mandate.
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4, CATEGORIZATION OF AMENDMENT PROPOSALS

As requested by the Working Party, the Ad hoc Expert Group may wish to consder the
categorization of the amendment proposasinto () questions of amoretechnical nature, whichtheWorking
Party or the TIR Executive Board could deal with and (b) questions of amore Strategic nature, which the
Ad hoc Expert Group should consider how best to dedl with.

Basad on the submissions by Contracting Parties, the secretariat has identified the outstanding
amendment proposals as listed below.

The Ad hoc Expert Group may wish to consider the categorization of the amendment proposasas
well as decide which competent body should consider the proposalsin further detail:

- Article4: TRANS/WP.30/2004/14 (Proposal by the European Community);

- Title Chapter Il: ~ TRANS/WP.30/2004/14 (Proposal by the European Community);
Informal document 2 (2004) (Proposal by the Russian Federation);

- Article6.2. bis TRANS/WP.30/2003/11 (Proposal by the Russian Federation);
TRANSWP.30/2003/22 (Proposal by the Chairman of WP.30);
TRANSWP.30/2004/11 (Comments by the Russian Federation);
TRANSWP.30/2004/14 (Proposal by the European Community);
TRANSWP.30/214 (various dternative proposals);
TRANS/WP.30/210 (Questions by the European Community and the

IRU)

- Article 8.5: TRANSWP.30/2004/14 (Proposal by the European Community);

(and 32)

- Article 8.7 TRANSWP.30/2003/22 (Proposal by the Chairman of WP.30);
TRANS/WP.30/2004/14 (Proposal by the European Community);

- Article 11: TRANSWP.30/2004/14 (Proposal by the European Community);
TRANSWP.30/2004/11 (Comments by the Russian Federation);
TRANSWP.30/2003/11 (Proposal by the Russian Federation);
TRANSWP.30/210 (Questions by the European Community and the
IRU)

- Article 28: TRANSWP.30/2004/14 (Proposal by the European Community);

- Article 40: TRANSWP.30/2004/14 (Proposal by the European Community);

- Article 41: TRANSWP.30/2004/14 (Proposal by the European Community);
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- Article42 bis: TRANS/WP.30/2004/14 (Proposd by the European Community);

- Annex 8 and
Article 13 TRANS/WP.30/AC.2/2004/4 (Proposal by the secretariat);
Informal document 3 (2003) (Proposal by Turkey);

Furthermore, the Ad hoc Expert Group may wish to consider other amendment proposds, which
may have been submitted for its consideration by Contracting Parties or other interested parties.

Within the context of its work, the Ad hoc Expert Group may wish to take note of various other
proposas for amendment of the TIR Convention, which are currently under consideration by the Working
Party and/or the TIR Adminigtrative Committee:

- Preparation of Phaselll of the TIR Revision process.
- Revisonof the TIR Carnet, induding theinsertion of additiona datadements (1D number,
HS code, value of goods, €tc);
- Increase in the number of places for loading and unloading under Customs sedl;
- Use of new technologies in TIR operations, also with a view to reducing the delay in
natification of non-discharge;

- Inclusion and attribution of voting rightsto Regiona Economic Integration Organizations (REIO);

- Amendment proposals relating to technica provisons,

- CITES.

5. PRELIMINARY EVALUATION OF AMENDMENT PROPOSALS

The Ad hoc Expert Group may wish to undertake a prdiminary evauation of each of the
amendment proposaswhich it has grouped under point 3 of the agendawith aview to providing guidance
to the competent bodies, which possibly could consider the proposalsin detail. In this context, the Ad hoc
Expert Group may wish to consder document TRANSWP.30/2004/25, prepared by the secretariat,
containing observations concerning each of the provisons of the Convention to which amendments have
been proposed.
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6. TIR CONTACT GROUP

The Working Party, & its one-hundred-and- seventh session, considered that astrategic review of
the future of the Convention could be launched through amesting of a TIR Contact Group, asit had been
done in connection with Phase | of the TIR revision process.

The Ad hoc Expert Group may wish to consder this posshbility and to be informed if any
Contracting Partieswould be ready to organize such ameeting aswell asto decide on the possible dates.

1. UNECE/IRU CONTRACT

The Ad hoc Expert Group may wish to recal that arevised Agreement between the UNECE and
the IRU was signed in 2003. The Agreement will continue until and including 2005. The Agreement
dipulatesthat the particulars concerning the annud TIREXB funding should be adjusted through an exchange
of letters between the UNECE and the IRU (TRANSWP.30/AC.2/2003/14). Furthermore, the
Agreement dso dipulates that it shal be amended or renewed according to a decison of the TIR
Adminigrative Committee to be taken not later than its first meeting in 2005.

The Ad hoc Expert Group may wish to be informed about the budget amendment processfor 2005

aswell asany proposals for the renewa or amendment of the Agreement beyond 2005.

8. OTHER MATTERS

The Ad hoc Expert Group my wish to consider any other maiters of interest.

The Ad hoc Expert Group may also wish to consder the date of a possible next meeting.
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