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1 The United Nations Statisticdl Commission is one of the two parent bodies of the
Conference of European Statigticians (CES). Consequently, the CES has dways paid attention
to the deliberations and concerns of thisimportant forum in the globa Satistical system. Itis
customary, therefore, that at the plenary sesson of the CES a summary report of the annual
session of the Statistical Commission is provided to the Conference in order to inform it of the
main outcome of the most recent session of the Commission.

2. The 35th session of the Statisticd Commission was held in New Y ork from 2-5 March
2004. The report of this sesson is publicly available on the UN Statistics Divison webgte. This
report contains al details about participating Member States and organisations, and the
conclusions of the discussions on each item of the agenda.

3. In many instances, the conclusions of the 35th session of the Statisticdl Commission give
additiona or revised mandates for further work to either UN Statistics Divison (UNSD), UN
organisations other than ECE, or the various expert, intersecretariat and city groups. This note
does not list decisions of thistype. The Bureau of the Conference and the Secretariat, in their
ongoing work of updating and reviewing the various e ements of the Integrated Presentation of the
International Statistical Work, take due account of the work of the various expert groups, and
that any activities and outcome relevant for the ECE region be reflected in the Integrated
Presentation. The regular participation of the Director of UNSD in the meetings of the Bureau
ensures that a maximum degree of coordination takes place regarding al activities under the
responsibility of UNSD.
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4. The present noteis limited to those items on the agenda of the Statisticadl Commission
where decisons reached at the 35th sesson may directly affect the future work of the Conference
and its Bureau, or where new groups were created, the work of which will have to be taken into
account by the Conference and its Bureau. Five items on the agenda of the Statisticadl Commission
fdl into these two categories. Population and Housing Censuses, Hedlth Statistics, Poverty
Statigtics, Nationd Accounts, and Fundamental Principles of Officid Statistics.

5. Item 3(a) of the Agenda: Socid Statistics: The most important issue discussed under this
item, based on aroom document, was the forthcoming 2010 World Population and Housing
Census Programme. The Statisticd Commission recommended that an internationa Expert Group
be crested to focus on critical issuesin planning the next round of censuses, and established an
extengve lig of priority consderations for this group.

6. The work at the world and ECE level needs to be closdly coordinated. The Expert Group
set up by the Statisticd Commission will have to take into consderation the possibilities of
developing countries to carry out censuses, whereas the work on developing recommendations
for the ECE region, carried out jointly with Eurogtat, will have to reflect the needs of developed
countries, aswell as of developed and |ess devel oped trangition economies in the ECE region.
The joint ECE/Eurostat work was launched following the recommendations of the 51%
Conference of European Statisticians in 2003, and a Steering Group has been set up. Therange
of possihilities concerning the methodology of carrying out censuses in the ECE countries has
increased congderably in recent years. It would be advisable that both expert groups consider,
on the basis of the experience of the last round of censuses, the importance of dissemination and
use of censusresults, and come up with arguments to facilitate the advocacy for obtaining
sufficient resources for carrying out censuses at nationd level.

7. The first meeting of the ECE/Eurostat Steering Group on population and housing censuses
identified the priority areas of work and developed atime schedule for the work to be carried
until the adoption of the recommendations by the Conference in 2006. The Expert Group at the
world level could take into account the priorities and timeframe of the ECE/Eurogtat work, so as
to avoid any duplication. The UNSD will participate in the ECE work and vice versa. The
ECE/Eurogtat Steering Group will report regularly to the Bureau of the Conference.

8. Item 3 () of the Agenda, Hedlth Statigtics: The Commission discussed the report of the
“Friends of the Chair” (FoC) group established to improve the coordination of work between the
internationd organizations, and to ensure a better integration of internationd activities amed a
data collection a nationd level with the nationa Satistica systems. The ECE secretariat and
severd countries of the region contributed to the report and welcomed the findings of the group,
especidly with respect to better coordination. Furthermore, the Commission inter dia
“underscored that hedlth statistics are an integra part of socid gatidtics....and that the
Fundamenta Principles of Officid Statigtics should be gpplied in the development of officid
gatigtics’, and “requested closer cooperation at the regiond level between WHO, its regiond
offices, and other agenciesinvolved in hedth Satistics”

0. The CES Bureau has already expressed concern about the lack of coordination of the
work in the area of hedth gatistics in the ECE region severd timesin the padt. In its future
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periodical review of this statistical area, the Bureau will have to take into consideration the
findings of the FOC group and the conclusions of the Statisticd Commission. The ECE secretariat
will contribute to the improvement of the cooperation in hedlth satigtics in the ECE region by
organising joint ECE/WHO/Eurostat meetings on hedlth statistics, such as the forthcoming meseting
to be held in Genevain May 2004.

10. Item 3(q) Poverty Statistics: The Statistical Commission recommended thet the draft
handbook on poverty statistics developed by UNSD be discussed in dl regions, including the
ECE. The Conference and its Bureau should consider the organization of a meeting on poverty
datigtics for early 2005. The posshilities for organising this meeting together with Eurostat and
OECD could be aso explored.

11. Item 4(a) Nationa Accounts. With respect to the process of updating the SNA 1993, the
Statisticd Commission “emphasized the need for transparency and the broadest possible
involvement of the globa gatistica community in the updating process; suggested to consider
using eectronicaly circulated questionnaires as atool to record opinions on each issue by dl
member sates, o0 suggested strengthening the consultation process through additional regiona
workshops with the participation of developing and trangition countries for which appropriate
funding should be reserved”. Furthermore, it * suggested further research into the underlying
factors that impede SNA implementation asinput for the updating process; requested UNSD in
collaboration with regiond offices to draft an action plan and seek funding support for its
implementation”. The ECE secretariat will contribute to the current update of the 1993 SNA
through its active participation in the work of the ISWGNA and by organising joint
ECE/Eurostat/OECD expert meetings on nationad accounts, such as the forthcoming meeting to
be held in Geneva on 28-30 April 2004.

12. Item 6(a) Implementation of the Fundamental Principles The UNSD presented the
findings of a survey of the UN member states about the implementation of the Fundamenta
Principles, following the Statisticdl Commission’s decison in 2003. The Commission “expressed
disgppointment” about the overall response rate (58%). The ECE region compared favourably
with other regionsin this respect. The Commission “considered that it was important to find out
information on the implementation in countries that had not responded, and to study the
implementation more in depth for a sample of countries, in cooperation with other
organizions...”

13. Severd interventions in the discussion on thistopic underlined the importance of the
fundamenta principles as an umbrdlafor dl officid Satigtics a the nationd level, and not only for
the gatigtical offices. Some trangtion economies pointed out the relevance of the fundamenta
principles as an internationd standard when they began to adapt their Satigtica systems, in
particular their legidation, during the trangtion process. It was aso stressed that some principles
are not easy to implement or to understand by policy-makers and other stakeholders, and that
thereis a need for assistance and advice from abroad.

14.  The ECE Statidica Divigon continues to be committed to promoting the implementation
of fundamentd principles a nationd level through multilateral workshops and, on request, assst
countriesthat are in the process of revising their satistica legidation. The planned revison of
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the (electronic) ECE Handbook of Officia Statistics will include selected descriptive e ements of
nationd satisticad systems that relate to the fundamentd principles.

15.  The Staigicd Commisson “consdered that it would be useful to survey the extent to
which gatigtical servicesin the internationa organizations implemented the Fundamenta Principles
and welcomed the work of the Committee for Coordination of Statistical Activities (CCSA)
drafting principles for internationa Statistica services’. The ECE Statisticd Divison participates
actively in this CCSA activity. It has made an attempt to answer the questionnaire on the
implementation of the principles for its own activities. Officia Satistics at nationd and
internationd level are related and applying the same principles to the various types of internationa
activities (production and dissemination of internationa statistics, development, adoption and
monitoring the implementation of datistica sandards for officid gatigtics; technica cooperation)
will undoubtedly improve the globd detigtical system. It is therefore in the interest not only of the
internationd organizations, but o of the national datistica authorities, that the revance of the
fundamenta principlesfor the activities of international organizations be officialy recognised. The
Bureau and the Conference will be regularly informed about progress of work in this area.

16. Recommended action by the CES: The Conference is asked to note the above
conclusions and to consider whether any other item not specificaly mentioned above should have
any implications for the programme of work of the Conference of European Statisticians on which
it would like the Bureau to follow-up.




