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AGENDA ITEM 878 IMPr,EMENTATION  OF THE PROQRAMME ?F ACTION FOR THE SECGND DECADE TO
COMBAT RACISM AND RA\;IAL DISCRIMINATION (~~&ll\bBe)  (A/43/3, 370, 491, 631, 637 and
644)

AQENDA ITEM 80: 19VERSE  CONSEQUENCES FOR THE ENJOYMENT OF HUMAN RIGHTS OF
POLITICAL, MILITARY, ECONOMIC AND OTHER FORMS OF ASSISTANCE QIVEN TO THE RACIST AND
COLONIALIST REQIME  OF SOUTH AFRICA (m) (A/43/207-6/19588, A/43/370, 491 and
646)

AQENDA ITEM Qlr ELIMINATION OF ALL FORMS OF RACIAL DISCRIMINATION (m)
(A/43/18, A/43/226-6/19649, A/43/230, 263, 320, 354, 370, 491, 516, 517 an8 607)

AQENDA ITEM 961 IMPORTANCE OF THE UNIVERSAL REALIZATION OF THE RIQHT OF PEOPLES TO
SELF-DETERMINATION AND OF THE SPEEDY QRANTINQ OF INDEPENDENCE TO COLONIAL COUNTRIES
AND PEOPLES FOR THE EFFECTIVE QUARANTEE AND OBSERVANCE OF HUMAN RIQHTS (m)
(A/43/163 and Corr.1, A/43/235-8/19674, A/43/370, A/43/384-6/19915, A/43/491, 538,
632 and 633)

1, I)r,...WOU-MARCOULTJSA (Cyprus )  s a id  thet i t  w a s  i r o n i c a l  t h a t  1 9 8 8  s h o u l d
mark the fortieth anniversary of both the Universal Dealaration of Human Rights and
the establishment in South Africa of the policy of inutitutionaliaed  racism known
as w, which was based on the doctrine of “separate development” and had
been used as a vehicle of oppression, segregation based on colour of skin, forcibla
removal o f  population and creation of pseudo-States called bantustans.

2, During those  40 yearsr the  Uni ted  Nat ions , wl th  the  f i rm suppor t  of  the
Qovernments and peoples of the world, had contr ibuted immensely  to  the  fur ther
e labora t ion and implementa t ion of  the  pr inciples  procla imed in  the  Universa l
Declarat ion. It had adopted a sbries  of international conventions, held
conferences , proclaimed Decades and Adopted measures designed to bring about the
abol i t ion  of  the  doct r ine  of rac ism and i t s  resul tant  pol ic ies  of racial
d i s c r i m i n a t i o n . In  tha t  connect ion , she noted the activities of the organisations
of the United Nations system in implementation of the Second Decade to Combat
Racism and Racia l  Discr iminat ion wi th  the  s t rong suppor t  and par t ic ipat ion o f  the
community of non-governmental organisations, T h e i r  c o n t r i b u t i o n  w a s  e s p e c i a l l y
noteworthy and could be very effeciive,

3. She expressed suppor t  for the  publ ic  informat ion ac t iv i t ies  o f  the  Uni ted
Nations system and considered that Qovernments and NGOs could play a  major  role  a t
the  nat ional  and local  levels  in  the  d isseminat ion of  informat ion on human r ights .
I t  was  important  for  people  to  become aware of  their  r ights  i f  they were to
pa r t i c ipa t e  ac t i ve ly  in  t he  i n t e rna t i ona l  s t r ugg l e  fo r  human  r i gh t s  and  t he
e rad i ca t ion  o f  r ac i sm. To that end, the importance of education to help eliminate
rac ia l  pre judice  and crea te  unders tanding among peoples  could  not  be
over-emphasised.
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4. She had noted with interest the results of the recent Qlobal Consultation
against Racism and Racial Diaatimiaatioa and would like to see them translated into
action and not remah a dead letter) they merited the commitment and firm resolve
of all States to eradicate that scourge, which poisoned relations between peoples
and aountries.

5. Her Government had consistently supported the valuable work of the Committee
on the Elimination  of Racial Disarimination  (CERD),  which was effectively
monitoring the implementation by the States parties of the International Convention
on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial  Discrimination. It was distressed by
CERD’s  financi#,l  problems and urged all States parties with outstanding
contributions to fulfil their financial obligations promptly so that the Committee
could continue its important task.

6. Despite concerted international efforts, the situation in South Africa was
continuing to deteriorate. In defianoe of the exhortations of the international
community, the Qovernment  of E:outh Africa was brutally crushing all resistance, had
banned the activities of the press and other foreign media and imposed a state of
emergency, forcibly divided the population, enforced racial segregation and was
continuing to oppress a people which sought only justice and freedom. Cyprus had
always condemned those praotices  and firmly believed that policies of separate
development and the uprooting and transplanting of different groups or communities
with a view to enforcing segregation were inhuman and contrary to the most
elementary norms of human dignity. The sole object of the policy of so-called
separate independence for raaial  groups pursued by the South African regime was to
perpetuate  exploitat ion by dividing the populat ion.  Bantustaniaation  was a
flagrant violation of the right to self-determination and the doctrine that South
Africa wae a land of minorities, each of which was entitled to self-determination,
was merely  an instrument for white supremacy and a negation of the universal
principle of one man, one vote, The international community must continue to exert
pressure for the eradication of that anachronistic system and the immediate and
uncondit ional  release of all  pol i t ical  prisoners, including Nelson Mandela and
Zephania Mopotheng.

7, In view of the intransigence of Pretoria, the Conference of Ministers for
Foreign Affairs of the Non-Aliyned Movement recently held at Nicosia had called for
a special session of the United Nations General Assembly in 1989 to deal with
m and its destructive consequences in southern Africa. It was the hope of
her Government that the session would be at the highest possible level and would
produce decisions and action aimed at increasing pressure on South Africa to
dismantle m@r.

8. The ?nost recent positive change in the world situation was an indication of an
improvement in international relations and, therefore ,  mord poss ib i l i t i e s  of
co-operation; it was to be hoped that all Goverments would take advantage of that
opportunity to contribute to the elimination of the scourge of racism and racial
discr iminat ion  and thus rel ieve the suffer ing of mil l ions  of oFpressed  peoile al l
over the world.

/ . . .
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9, Wa. D (Botrwana) found it discouraging that awry yaar
reprorontativoe fror, countrirr all over the world met at the United Nation8 to
aonridor  and adopt rorolutionr on the qua&ion  of racial dircrimination  and the
rhamoful policy of m and that no apprecbblo progrorc had boon madr thus
far to l liminato it, m war brutal and inhuman and the United Nation0 had
rightly drclarod it to bo a crimr againrt.  humanity, It crratod inrocurity  for both
ito porpetratorr  and i ts  victimr and conrtitutod a roriour threat to international
poaco and rocurity. It was irroconcilablo  with the idralr  of a from and democratic
rocioty: it dotorminrd  whore prop10 should 11~0, what typo of l duaation thry
should roooivo, what kind of job they should havr and thweforo what kind of lives
they should l ive. It was a policy that caused suffering and had made one rector of
the population aliens in their own IarC and it war destroying and breaking up
falnilier.

10, The so-called banturtanr WYZO drrigmd to hoodwink Africans into believing
that they wore being given the right to dotormino their own dortinior,  when in
reality thry wore labour rraorvoirr  in which poverty, malnutrition and injustice
prevailed. m was also dangerous because , whrro it prevailed,  peaceful
opposition was not prrmittod and opporition leadorr  wore jailrd.

11. She draw attention to the wordr of the Minirtor for loreign Affair6 of
Botswana, who had said, addressing the Qeneral  Arrombly,  that nothing 1008  than the
total abolit ion of m wa8 accoptablr and that, oven if the problem of
Namibia were solved, the cauror  of the problem would remain and would continue to
pose a threat which might erupt at any time, It was not too late, however, to ait
down at a conference  table in a spirit of reconciliation to negotiate a non-racial
and democratic future for a united South Africa.

12. Botrwana called for the immediate rrlaase of childron arrested and detained,
the immediate  and unconditional tolease  of all political detainees and prisoners,
the removal of troops from black townrhipe  and the unbanning of all political
organirationr  , In that reapoat, Botswana appealed to thr international community

‘to put an end to that crime against humanity, and to South \frica to implement
United Nations Security Council resolution 435 (1978).

13. Lastly, her delegation affirmed the Palestinian people’s right to
self-determination and to create an independent State, together with the withdrawal
of Israeli troop8 from thr Arab territories and recognition of the State of Israel
by the Arab States.

14. Mr. RO- (Peru) said that the current improvement in relations between
the super-Powurr and the better outlook for peace for many peoples from poor and
underdeveloped countries would not be irreversible trends towards the just
transformation of an extremely unjurt world unless they were accompanied by the
permanent elimination of the hateful w rdgime and the repudiation of all
expressions of racial discrimination in the world, It was important to repeat that
affirmation in order to keep in mind the suffering and the illusions  and hopes of
individual human beingrt in acme wayI politics, diplomacy, law and, in particular,
the economy had become dehumanised , which WELB  clearly the case with w,

/ .I.

.~-__ -..-.
--



A/C.3/43/SP.l1
English
Page 5

(m. Ra~a. Peru)

since it was a orime against humanity which systematiaally  violated all the human,
politiaal and social rights of the South African people.

15. It was important to pause and reflect upon the reasons behind the resolutions
adopted, the mandates granted and the measures envisaged within the United Nations
in the international struggle against racism. Opposition to racism was not only a
political imperative or an option for pclaoe  but an ethical question related to the
ability of peoples to affirm the universal validity of the principle that all human
beings were born free and equal in dignity and rights, The choice was clear,
either to struggle against raaial discrimination and m or to accept and
proteat  t h e  poliay, There were no intermediary positions,

16. He pointed out the exceptional nature of the m policy,  in that  i t  was
a violation of human rights and the rights of peoples based on the implementation
of its own juridical order. Not to f ight,  men indirectly,  against  the regime
meant not to be aware that the racist laws oontradicted  the principle set forth in
artiole 1 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights that all human beings were
born free and equal in dignity and rightal  that the system of bantustaniaation and
the law of repatriation of populations limited the freedom of the black majority of
South Africa, under articles 13 to 17 of the Declaration, to choose their residence
and own property) that South African legislation  restricted the right of
85 per aent of the population to take part in the government of their country and
to have equal aacess to public service, as provided under article 21 of the
Declaration, that the labour legislation violated article 23 of the Declaration,
which set forth the right to work and to equal pay for equal work; and that the
racist legislation imposed unequal, unjust and discriminatory education, in
oontravention of artiole 26 of the Dealaration, which established guarantees for
equal aacess to education. Nor were trade union freedoms or the freedom of
association, expression and conscience respected, and there were an increasing
number of cases of arbitrary detention, violation of the right  to l i fe  and
application of the death penalty, even for political reasons. In  such  a  s i t ua t i on ,
the South African people were offering a noble example in their collective struggle
against the social perversion represented b;l e, and were demonstrating
their greatness in their moral capacity to struggle in direct proportion to their
suffering.

17. In June 1986, the state of emergency had been extended under which thousands
of persons, including many children, as the Oovernment  itself had conceded, had
been detained without being formally chnrged.  The number tf executions and
detentions of leaders of occupatIona  and human rights associations had also
increased. The state of emergency demonstrated, however, not only the tightening
of the rigime’s grip, but also the progress of the oppooition,  especially of the
African National Congress (ANC) and the Pan Africanist Congress (PAC), together
w i t h  a l l  t h e  a n t i - m organisations. To stop such progress and resist
international pressure, the regime had been trying for some time to implement a
policy of reforms, for example in respect of voting laws. However, m was
not negotiable; it must be destroyed, and the current relaxation of international
relations might favour the fulfilment of that legal, political and moral mandate.

/ . . .
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18. The aqrermrnt re -bed in the negotiations on Nmbia must be fully
implemented, but it would take on its trur hiatorio dimension when e had
been abolished and when thr l xirtonoc OS a non-raairt South Afrioa had made it
posrible  for permanent future poaoo in tha region, In that aontext, any measures
that might be taken by the qenoral Assrmbly against tho seriously destabilising
phenomenon of meroenaries  were very important , and his delegation supported the
Speaial papporteur’a  report on that subjeat.

19. The international oommunity should adopt the sanotions provided for in
Chapter VII of the Charter boaause, although they might lead to suffering for the
people, the latter had l ⌧prersod rupport for them bacause they were thought to be a
necessary mean8 of pressure. A8 Albert Luthuli, former Prusidelrt of ANC, had said
in 1959, eoonomia boycott was a prior which they were prccpared  to pay in order to
avoid furthor bloodshed.

20, Aa Chairman of the Task Form on Political Prironers  of the Special Committee
againat ?..,, he aalled  on the South Afriaan authorities to release,
immediately and unaonditionally,  all politioal prironers,  inaludinq Nelson Mandela,
whore release aftor 25 yearr in priron would symboliro the advent of a non-racist
South Af riaa.

21. Mr. MOI(BIL (Pooplo'r Demoaratia Republia  of Yemen), spraki3q  also on behalf of
the Arab aountries, rraid that the struggle against raoirm was particularly
important beoauss it was rrlated to thr defenor of human rights, especially in
South Afriaa,  Namibia and Palestine. The international  oommunity should spare no
effort to put an end to m and l nauro the implementation of the Charter and
Unitrd  Nations resolutiona,  and rerpeat  for the norm8 of international law. To
bring about an and to the inhuman praatiaes  of the moist rbqime,  the international
conununity  should demonrtrate  more firmness and solidarity.

22. He noted that the implementation of Security Council resolution 435 (19781,
the internationally agreed framework for the independence of Namibia, would
represent a triumph for the oauae of human right8 in southern Africa.

23. In order to put an end to the crime of e, which was supported by
transnational  corporatiors  operating in Namibia and South Africa, the international
community murt impose the mandatory sanctions provided for in the Charter of the
United Nations. The pretext cited by aomo States that such sanc’r.ions would involve
sacrifices for the majority population was unaacaptable,  since the majority did
accept them as an inevitable consoquenco of itr struggle.

24. The struggle against racism and all forma of racial dircrimination  called for
firmer action in dealing with the alliance of r/qimes supporting South Africa,
which constituted a threat to world peace, The General Aasombly resolution which
held that sionism was a form of racism was still valid, in view of the repression
to which the Palestinian people wau subjected by the Israeli forces. Tho normu of
international law and United Nations resolutions must be implemented to restore to
the Palestinian people its right to self-determination and to establish its own
State in i ts  national  territory.

/ . . *
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25, Hr. s (Poland) said that, even though the question of racism and racial
disorimination had been the discussed in the United Nations and other forums for
40 yeare. results were far from satisfactory, espeaially in South Afrioa, South
Afrioa was the only country in the world that provided for racial discrimination in
its Constitution and law. The Pretoria rdqime had even embarked on an esoalati??q
spiral of terror and repression to preserve institutionalised raaism. Countless
appeals and reoommandations for peaceful ohaaqe in South Afriaa  and the eradication
of e had not deterred the Pretoria rdqime. It was evident that that regime
would not ahanqe its policy unless forced to do so by resolute international
action. Zomprahensive and mandatory sanctions must be adopted and imposed in
aaaordance  with Chapter VII of the United Nations Charter, as they constituted the
most appropriate and effective means of assisting the oppressed people of South
Afrioa in its legit imate struggle.

26. Poland had often reiterated its opposition to raoism,  racial discrimination
and mr and implemented all decioione  and recommendations of the United
Nations aimed at combating those aberrations. Poland had also acceded tn the
International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination
and the International Convention on the Suppression and Punishment of the Crime of
-1 it maintained no political, economic or other relations with South
Africa, condemned the assistance given by certain countries and transnational
corporations to the Pretoria regime, supported the immediate imposition of
mandatory sanctions against South Africa by the Security Council and expressed its
solidarity with all who struggled for the elimination of apartheid  and racial
di~arimination,  particularly the South West Africa People’~ Organisation (SWAPO)
and the African National Congress (ANCJ.

27. The complete eradication of racism, racial disorimination and m
depended also on the universal ratification and strict observance of the relevant
international conventions, including the International Convention on the
Eliminntion of All Forms of Racial Discrimination, the adoption of which by the
Qeneral  Assembly in 1965 had been a historic milestone. That instrument provided
th? basis for the activities of the Committee on the Elimination of Racial
Discrimination (CERD),  to whose work Poland attached great importance.
Unfortunately, the current financial crisis affecting the Committee had hEU&dred
i t s  ab i l i ty  to  d i scharge  i t s  re spons ib i l i t i e s . All States parties must honour
their obligationa under the Convention and pay their contributions.

28. Another significant instrument in that struggle was the International
Convention on the Suppression and Punishment of the Crime of m, even though
only 88 of the 159 States Members of the United Nations were parties to it. HiS
delegation appealed to those States that had not yet done so to accede to the
Convention, particularly those States having jurindiction  over transnational
corporations operating in South Africa and Namibia.

29. Poland fully supported the implementation of the Programme of Action for the
Second Decade to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination and commended the
Secretary-General’s  detailed reports on the activities undertaken to achieve the
objectives of the Decade as well as the convening at Geneva during the current

/ ..*
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month of the Qlobal Consultation on racism and racial disorimination. HiS
drloqation  aqroed with the aonalusion  in document A/43/637 that the global
compilation of legislation against raaial  discrimination was an important element
in the Sroond Doeado’s offort to strengthen proteotion against raoial
disorimination at  the national  level .

30. The right of peoplrs to srlf-determination was one of the most siqnifioant
conaepte of the prorent  time, yet despite its general acacptanae,  millionr of
people were deprived of that right, particularly  the peoples of South Africa and
Namibia. Poland oondomnrd  the policy of the Pretoria rdqime, which refurrd to
oomply with United Nationr tosolutions and attaaked the front-line Stator,
jeoparditinq international peace and security. Poland supported the prompt
declaration of Nami..,ia.n  indeprndence  on the basis of Security Counail resolution
435 (1978). It likewise suppartod all poopler of the world who were struggling
against colonialism and othr!.  forma of oppression and exploitation.

31. There would be no peace or stability in the Middle Eart without a settlement
of the question of Palestine. The Palestinian people must be able to exercise its
right to wolf-dotrrmination  and establish an independent State within the framework
of a poaar srttlomont for the Middle Eart, based on the Charter and the relevant
resolutions of the United Nationr, that would guarantee all countries of the region
roooqnirod  and l oouro boundaries. Poland supported the proposal to oonvane  an
international  poaoo oonforonoo  on the Middle Eart and drplorod the reprosrive
measures  taken by Israel  in the occupied territories.

32, The use of mrrornarior  was a flagrant violation of the right of peoples to
self-determination, and all oountriw should condemn it regardless of whore it
ocaurred and thr motivrs that lay behind it. His delegation oalled for the prompt
adoption of an international convention against the recruitment, uler finanainq  and
training of moroenarios, supported United Nations efforts to that end and endorsed
the conalusionr and recommendations of the Special Rapporteur’s  report on the
subject .

33. Mr. VW (Quatemala)  said that the international community had devoted
two decades to the struggle against racism and racial discrimination, and yet it
had not yet been possible to eradicate those phenomena totally, At present, racial
discrimination was illegal in almost every part of the world, and countries that
supported it were unaminously  condemned, as was the case with the iqnominious
institutionalired  aystem ofm practised by the South African Qovernment.
That intolerable situation murt be ended. To that end, the Conqrerr  of the
Republic of Quatemala had recommended to the executive branch of the Qovernment
that of all typos of relations with South Africa should be suspended.

34. The return to a dangerous ethnocentrism - the most subtle form of
discrimination - and the resurgence of extremist political groups which denied
individuals freedom of movement within their own territory because they were not
nationalof  or were children of migrant workers, came from former colonial
territories or, even worse, were not of the same race or culture, were particularly
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disturbing. His delegation hoped that United Nations recommendations aimed at
mobilisinq and alerting public opinion to those issues would be implemented. In
that connection, it was to be hoped that the deliberations of the working group
established by UNESCO in 1966, in co-operation with the Committee to Investigate
Relations between.  Races, Ethnic Qroups and Minorities of the International
Soaioloqioal Association , would help foster ties of brotherhood and solidarity
rather than confrontation between indigenous ethnic groups@

35. Quatemala supported, the Programme of Action adopted by the Second World
Conference to Combat Racism end Racial Discrimination, which called fol measures to
eliminate discrimination and combat all racist practices and m. Quatamela
also followed with interest the activities carried out by the United Nations and
other aoncerned  organisations to implement the Programme, particularly through the
holding of seminars and symposia. It was important that educational measures
should be taken to promote friendly relations between peoples, equality, and
understanding between different races and cultures,

36. Quatemala had a heterogeneous population of great ethnic diversity and was
proud that all ethnic groups participated in the country’s political, economic and
s o o i a l  l i f e . There were representatives of indigenous communities  in Congress,
holding municipal office and on the regional and national development councils.
The Constitution contained a section devoted to the indigenous communities, under
which the State recognised, respected and promoted their way of life, austoms,
traditions and forms of social organisation , offered special protection to lands
held by co-operatives, indigenous communities and other system8 of communal or
collective landholding, and established preferential loans and techniaal  assistance
to facilitate the ownership and development of land. Article 76 provided that the
educational system should be decentralised and regional in character and that
teaching should be bilingual in regions with a predominantly indigenous
population. While the official language was Spanish, the vernacular tongues were
part of the nation’s cultural heritage.

37. In view of its commitment to the protection of the ethnic groups which make up
i t s  soc ie ty , Guatemala appealed to the Sub-Commission on the Prevention of
Discrimination and Protection of Minorities to maintain the impartiality that
should characterise its work ant3 recognise the political aims of tendentious groups
that sought to divert it from the purpose for which it was established, namely to
strengthen and advise the United Nations on the best ways of eliminatinq
discrimination against vulnerable groups.

38. Quatemala appreciated the work done by the Working Group on Indigenous
Populations, but was concerned that it might be influenced by political interests
which, far from contributing to the promotion of and respect for the cultures it
was intended to preserve, encouraged fratricidal  confl ict  that  jeopardised  the
territorial  integrity of  countries  with indigenous populations. Guatemala also
supported the use of education, teaching and training to eradicate racism, and the
use of the communications media to promote respect for and protection of the human
rights of minority groups.
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39, With rogard to tho right of poop100  to rolf-detorminatioa,  Quatomala rupportod
the implomontation of Security  Counoil roaolutionr  385 (1976) and 435 (1978) as the
only  internationally rooognirod  basin for a praceful  ae*elemetnt  of thr quortioa  of
Namibia and would rupport any moarurea  adopted by the United Nation0 in dofonoo of
the inalioaablr  right of the Nambian poop10  to relf-government that would oneuro
the ertablirhment  of a plural irt io and demooratic  rrociety, It  wan  hoartoning  that
current nogotiati0nr  on the rubjoct gave grounda for hOping for kho rprody
implementation of the rolovant rorolution of the Security Council adopt06  10 years
ago.

40. Lt wao a dirturbing faot that there wore p0qp100  who could not exeraise their
right to rolf-dotrrmination  brasure  of the exirtsnce of anachronistic  colonial
systems  or occupation by foroiga troops in open violation of the United Nation8
Charter. Quatomala aondomned  interference in the domertic affairu of Stator  and
augport  for group8  which used tetroriam  and violence to grevsnt  people8  frcim
chooring their govornmontr  frorly through rlectionr and from ratablishing the
economic and racial rystem they believed beat. Ouat:emala  war a firm believer in
the peaceful rottlemont of dirputes in accordance with the proviriona  of the United
Nation8 Charter.

41, hw (Ukrainian Soviet Socialirt  Republic)  haid that  the exrrcire of
eelf-determination preruppoeed the r i g !t t0 8Ot up a Stat0 and OlOCt
repreaentativer. In the modern &y t,orld,  the principle8 of roveroign  independence
and non~interference  i*r the domestic  affaira of other Statea were widely recognised
and it had been dan.,..rtzated  that rerpect for those principle8  porrible the
peaceful settlrmeat ol dir-)uter  and the reduction of international tension,

42. It was elrrential  that the reaolutiona  and decioicrna of the general  A8rembly
and ths Security Council rkould  be applied to the situation in southern Africa,
bearing in mind the interertr of the liberation movementa  and the OAU. Recent
development8 in the negotiations gave ground6 for hoping that very loon the people
of Nemibia would be able to exercise their right of relf-determination freely and
unconditionally. To achieve a ratiofactory result, the implementation of Security
Council rerolution 435 (1978) must be made irreversible  and the Secretary-General
must participate actively in the proceaa. The sol;ltion uf the problem of Namibia,
though an important atop, war not enough in itself to bring peace to routhern
At rica. That could only be achieved by eliminating the hateful ayetem of m
through collective action by the international community baaed on the ruler of
international  law, non-interfersnce  i n  internal  affairs  and respect for the
sovereignty of States.

43. On the situation in the Middle East,  he said that Iarael’a  aqgrerrrion  hrd
denied the Palestinian  people the exercise of their right to aelf-determination.
The Palestinian6 murt recover that right and choose their repreaentativea freely as
the Israelia  had done. Israel  was unwil l ing to face the facto in o r d e r  to arrive
at a just rolution and allow the ertabliahment of a Palestinian State. The
Ukrainian SSR endorsed  the idea of ccnvening an international peace conference on
the Middle Ealrt, which had the support of a growing number of counttier. In the
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light of what had happened in the case of Afghanistan, it was clear that such a
conference could be useful. With reference to Afghanistan he pointed out that it
was important for all States to respect the agreements signed at Geneva. The
Ukrainian SSR supported efforts aimed at maintaining and strengthening the
independence, non-alignment and neutrality of the Republic of Afghanistan.

44. The international community's fundamental objective of establishing the
necessary conditions for sustained development, respect for human rights and world
peace and justice depended upon enjoyment of the right to development. It was each
country's prerogative to decide for itself which road it wished to follow.
Nicaragua, which had made that decision, was seeing its efforts blocked by the
aggressive acts of the forces of the opposition, The United Nations should act to
promote the settlement of the problems besetting the countries of Central America
and should set up machinery for starting a dialogue in the region.

45. More than 20 non-independent States were still in existence, victims of
colonialist Powers seeking to perpetuate their control or to impose neo-colonialist
forms of government. The rights of those peoples must be protected in accordance
with the provisions of the Charter and of the Declaration on the Granting of
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples.

46. In that connection, mention should be made of the problem of mercenaries. The
financing, training and use of mercenaries to destabilize the internal order of
independent States and overthrow their Governments must be ended. The
Ukrainian SSR commended and supported the efforts of the Special Rapporteur and
shared the view expressed by other delegations that he should continue in his work.

47. Only respect for the right to self-determination and the peaceful settlement
of conflicts in all the regions of the world would guarantee true respect for human
rights. In today's interdependent world, tolerance was fundamental. Each people
must decide for itself what economic system was right for it and to what gods it
wished to pray.

48. Mrs. MUKHERJEE  (India), speaking in exercise of her right of reply, said, in
connection with a comment made by the representative of Pakistan at the previous
meeting, that Jammu and Kashmir were part of India. The right to
self-determination did not apply to integral parts of an independent and sovereign
State. India's position on that question was well-known and there was no need for
any further explanation.

49. Mr. SHAUKAT (Pakistan), exercising his right of reply, said that his
delegation had already made known its views on the question of Jammu and Kashmir
and it was not his intention to engage in further polemics on the matter.

The meetins rose at 4.45 D.m.


