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Note: At the one-hundred- and-fifth sesson of the Working Party (23-26 September 2003), the
delegations of the Russan Federation and the Republic of Belarus provided a detailed ora
explanation of the background of the Customs Union between the Republic of Belarus and the
Russian Federation as well as adarification of the consequences for the TIR system. The Working
Party invited the delegations of the Republic of Belarus and the Russan Federation to provide this
informationinwriting (TRANS/WP.30/210, paras. 48 and 50). Below the secretariat hasreproduced
theinformation provided by the Russian delegation.
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1 The Agreement on the Customs Union between the Russian Federation and the Republic of
Bdaruswas signed on 6 January 1995 in Minsk. Thisagreement determines the objectives, principles
and mechanisms of the functioning of the Customs Union, aswell asthe phasesfor itsimplementation.

2. Phase | envisages the creation of identicad systems to regulate foreign trade, including the
harmonization of Customs law.

3. Inlinewith the above Agreement, the President of the Russian Federation signed the Decree
"Onthe abolition of Customs control at the border between the Russian Federation and the Republic
of Bearus' on 25 May 1995. On the basis of thisDecree, crossing points at the Russian-Bydorussan
border were abolished, at the same time ensuring that due Customs controls take place a theexternd

borders of the Customs Union.

4, However, problems gppeared when claims had to be made againgt the nationd guarantesing
associations of the Russian Federation or the Republic of Bdarusfor TIRinfringementscommitted by
malafidetrangport operators. It became obviousthat no evidence of goodsimportation intheRusdan
or Bydorussanterritory could be provided, whichisanindispensable tool in order to take adecision
on the vdidity of such dams.

5. The only feasible short-term solution to this problem was found in the establishment of so-
cdled regidration points with the function to fill-in and samp TIR Carnets entering the Russan
territory.

6. Taking into account the compaosition of goodsflows, it was considered appropriate toarange
that the regigtration points would function in West-Eagt direction only. The procedure outlined in
paras. 1to4 of document TRANS/WP.30/2003/17 wasintroduced. In East-West direction, aneven
more smplified procedure was introduced, as described in paa 5 of document
TRANS/WP.30/2003/17.

7. Thus, the Russan Federation has made use of the provisions of Article 48 of the TIR
Convention, pursuant to which Contracting Parties which form a Customs or Economic Union may
enact gpecia provisons in respect of trangport operations commencing or terminating, or passing
through, their territories, provided that such provisionsdo not attenuate the facilities provided for by
this Convention.
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8. At present the Russian Customs authorities, in cooperation with the Byel orussian colleagues,
are discussng mid-term issues how to digtinguish between the lighility of the nationa guaranteeing
associations ASMAP and BAIRC. In thiscontext, the principle applied in the European Community
(lighility of associations according to the country of entry) is under study.

0. At thismoment, the Russian Federation and the Republic of Belarus stand onthethreshold of
Phase 1l of the implementation of the Customs Union Phase Il is aimed at mergng the Customs
territories of the two countriesinto a Single one and making the Customs Union into legd entity. The
implementation of Phase 11 will provide for the solution of many problems, including those at stake
within the framework of the TIR Convention.




