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I. INTRODUCTION

The Workshop was organized by the Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA)
to complement international and regional initiatives being taken for the social and economic reconstruction
of Iraq.

The main objective of the Workshop was to bring together different Arab and international experts and
academics, with a special emphasis on Iraqi expertise, in order to assess the impact of the war and sanctions
on Iraq’s society and economy. The Workshop served as a forum for the exchange of ideas and past
experiences of the United Nations and other entities in dealing with war torn countries, and their direct
interaction with Iraqi experts.

The Workshop also complemented previous initiatives by examining the impact of the war on the
Arab region as a whole. To this end, the Workshop provided a comprehensive appraisal of the challenges and
problems facing development in the Middle East arising from the war and occupation of Iraq.

The discourse resulting from the workshop serves as a starting point for proposals on working
strategies for socio-economic reconstruction and development of Iraq. Special emphasis on the humanitarian
needs of the people of Iraq were made. Moreover, political and cultural ramifications pertaining to the war
were tackled.



II. CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS
Preamble

The Workshop on Iraq and the Region after the War: Issues of Economic and Social Reconstruction
took place at United Nations House from 9 to 11 July 2003 and was attended by participants from Canada,
Egypt, Iraq, Germany, Lebanon, the United Kingdom and the United States of America.

The Workshop’s main objective was to deliberate on alternative courses of action to be undertaken by
Governments and people in the region, including Iraq, and possible courses of action open to intellectuals
and NGOs in facing the challenges of economic, social, cultural and humanitarian reconstruction and
development efforts in a war-torn country within a region plagued by wars and instability.

The stated objective of the Workshop was met through the presentation of papers and reports and the
subsequent discussion of different perspectives and proposals by the various participants. The subjects
chosen for discussion were organized under a number of headings and discussed over three days. The focus
on the first day was on the impact of war in Iraq and the region, the second day was concerned with issues of
reconstruction, rehabilitation and development, while the third day was largely devoted to analysis of the
future prospects for Iraq. Each session was followed by general discussions relating to the points raised in
the presentations, allowing the audience to express their opinions and pose questions and the speakers to
actively engage in a meaningful dialogue.

Prominent experts were invited by the Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA)
to present their views in the Workshop, which was co-sponsored by the World Bank, United Nations
Development Programme (UNDP), the Lebanese Center for Policy Studies and Friedrich Ebert Stiftung.
Every effort was made to ensure the participation of a large number of Iraqi experts, currently residing inside
and outside Iraq.

The Workshop was an attempt by ESCWA to generate a concerted effort to tackle the current situation
on the ground and to examine feasible alternatives that could improve socio-economic conditions in Iraq.
The Workshop also aimed to address the prospects for the future and the role ESCWA could play.

The Workshop concluded its proceedings with a number of recommendations, some of which were
wide-ranging and general in nature while others were more specific, addressing both socio-economic and
legal aspects of the situation in post-war Iraq.

A. GENERAL RECOMMENDATIONS

There was consensus at the Workshop that, in addition to the obligations of the occupying Power
under the Geneva conventions, the United Nations Charter and Security Council resolution 1483 (2003), the
Iraqi “rehabilitation and development project” must have total Iraqi ownership. The rehabilitation and
reconstruction of Iraq should be initiated, formulated, implemented and managed by a legitimate and
internationally recognized entity, independent from the occupying Power.

Participants agreed that no serious economic reform or reconstruction could succeed in the absence of
an internationally recognized Iraqi Government. Notwithstanding the provisions of Security Council
resolution 1483 (2003), there is currently an almost total legal void in Iraq that is detrimental to the economic
well-being of its people and very likely to create many additional economic and social problems.

Rehabilitation and reconstruction efforts will also fail if the basic issues of the physical and
psychological rights of Iraqgi citizens are not addressed. Those rights should be placed at the very core of a
future democratic State of Iraq. Therefore, it is of vital importance that a seminar on human rights in Iraq be
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held in cooperation with the Regional Office for the High Commissioner for Human Rights, ESCWA, UNDP
and the World Bank, in addition to other concerned regional and international organizations.

Participants urged all host countries of the Iraqi diaspora to facilitate participation in the rehabilitation
and reconstruction of Iraq. That participation can be channelled through the United Nations and other
international organizations, NGOs, family ties and personal relationships.

The coordinators of the workshop were called upon to assist the Center for Developing Freedom of
Journalists to hold a specialized seminar for Iraqis aspiring to become good journalists, which could be held
in cooperation with other relevant Arab and international parties.

The coordinators of the Workshop must continue in their joint efforts to cooperate with the relevant
regional and international entities and Arab and international civil society institutions in implementing those
recommendations. Additional studies, conferences, workshops and operational activities and projects should
be undertaken with the objective of promoting and supporting rehabilitation and reconstruction efforts in
Iraq.

B. LEGAL DIMENSION

There was consensus among the participants of the Workshop that, while the United Nations was
required under resolution 1483 (2003) to coordinate its activities with the occupying Power, the organization
should not be perceived as working directly under its jurisdiction.

It was thought that the United Nations would only be given a meaningful role in Iraq if the
international community demonstrated that such a role was indispensable. The success of that will depend
on re-enforcing United Nations independence vis-a-vis the occupying Power.

In this regard, the critical importance of United Nations neutrality as an international actor was
emphasized, as was the unique part it could play in enhancing the legitimacy of any new Iraqi political order
in the view of the people of Iraq, the Arab world and the international community.

Actors on the rehabilitation and development scene in Iraq and, in particular, the occupying Power,
should take stock of United Nations expertise and experience in conflict and post-conflict situations. It was
emphasized that the United Nations should play a critical role in the political, social and economic
reconstruction process in Iraq, and that its role should not be limited to the provision of humanitarian relief.
More specifically, the United Nations could undertake the following:

(a) Facilitate the establishment of a representative and inclusive Government;

(b) Supervise the election of a constitutional assembly;

(c) Share its experience in helping to design new political institutions in post-conflict situations;

(d) Assist in rebuilding Iraqi civil society by offering special programmes through international,
governmental or regional organizations;

(e) Ensure that the prosecution of the former Iraqi regime’s war crimes and violations of human
rights remains in conformity with international law and requirements of due process;

(f) Provide technical assistance on community participatory development based on human rights and
gender equality.



C. ECONOMIC AND FINANCIAL DIMENSIONS

The “Authority” as defined by Security Council resolution 1483 (2003) should not make any financial
commitments on behalf of Iraq other than paying salaries and re-establishing Government services. It should
not authorize any type of borrowing, especially based on mortgaging or securitizing future oil receipts.

It was stressed that the problems of reconstruction should be well defined and kept distinct from the
needed transition of the Iraqi economy from a centrally-controlled economy to a market economy.

It was recommended that a major transformation of the economy should be instituted by reforming and
promoting productive activities in all sectors, with the aim of reducing the rentier character of the previous
economy. A strategy for transition to the new economy that can employ the talents of Iraqis at home and
abroad was regarded as critical.

Participants cautioned that, in the transition to a market economy, the mistakes made in some
countries, where privatization was conducted outside any clear legal framework and amounted to the looting
of the main assets of the country and, in particular, oil assets, should be avoided.

It was recommended that in the endeavours to stabilize the economy of Iraq, priority should be given
to the following:

(a) The pursuit of monetary reform and creation of anew dinar, possibly employing the decimal
system, in order to prevent the dollarization of the economy and the pegging of the new currency to the
United States dollar, thereby avoiding the Argentinian or Lebanese model. The importance of stabilizing the
Iragi dinar was emphasized, and it was suggested that such stabilization could be facilitated through the
establishment of a well-endowed stabilization fund, to which the International Monetary Fund and donor
community could contribute. In the absence of a diversified and viable production structure and in view of
the high indebtedness of Iraq, a fixed exchange regime should be maintained in order to anchor future
transactions without the inflation and debilitating high interest rates that would thwart investment and
production;

(b) The enactment of competition law that would put the development of the local private sector in
the context of a real market economy, thereby preventing the emergence of monopolies or oligopolies;

(c) The dismantling of foreign exchange control regulations. The Iraqi dinar could either be floating
or pegged to a basket of the currencies of its main trading partners with a sufficient margin of fluctuation;

(d) The preservation of the unity of the Iraqi budget, which should not be separated from the
reconstruction budget;

(e) The pursuit of fiscal reform that would secure financial decentralization;

(f) The modernization of the central bank and of laws governing commercial banks, commerce and
the judicial apparatus.

As for the reconstruction of the Iraqi economy, the following issues and priorities were suggested:
(a) Reconstruction activities should be linked to making the widest possible use of Iraqi industries

and services, in order to stimulate growth and productivity in the domestic economy. To thatend, a
depackaging of large contracts should be considered in order to enhance and maximise the local contribution;




(b) Costs should be contained and the utilization of Iraqi human resources, whether resident in Iraq or
abroad, should be the rule at all stages of reconstruction. The international and Arab communities should not
be considered as alternatives in that regard,;

(c) Reconstruction activities should not be centralized in one entity, and the planning and
identification of projects should be kept separate from execution. However, a comprehensive national plan
may be developed through direct dialogue between all the stakeholders, with particular emphasis on the
involvement of civil society institutions and, in particular, the private sector institutions and major actors;

(d) Execution or direct supervision should be entrusted to the relevant Government entities, namely,
technical ministries or public enterprises. In that regard, the regulatory role of the State and of policy-making
institutions should be enhanced, in order to enable them to draw up appropriate policies on fiscal, financial
and taxation matters and develop policies related to employment, education, health and social services;

(e) The rehabilitation of the infrastructure should be linked to local procurement to the maximum
capacity of the local market, and to the support of productive activities that can finance its operations and
maintenance.

Iraqi indebtedness to Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development countries could be
manageable provided interest accrued on such debts since 1990 is cancelled on the grounds that the sanctions
regime that was imposed on the country prevented Iraq from servicing its debts. In that regard, it was noted
that oil is a finite and non-renewable resource. It belongs to all present and future generations, and no
generation should be allowed to benefit at the expense of other generations. It is inconceivable that the
privatization of oil could protect and balance intergenerational claims. A fund for all generations should be
established and run by an independent public body that is transparent and accountable to the people of Iraq,
in order to oversee production and investment in this vital sector.

A regional integration plan should guide the reconstruction of the Iraqi economy, taking into account
the interests of neighbouring countries.

D. THE SOCIAL DIMENSION

Participants agreed that if the immediate needs of the Iraqi people are to be met, law and order must be
established within the context of a new social contract based on iron-clad guarantees for all of human
security, human rights and gender equality. '

A new social contract should not only serve as the main framework for the overall reconstruction of
Iraq, but should safeguard against the development of nepotism and a polarized society. It should also
support the middle classes and human resources, and assist in restoring ethical working codes and such social
values as productivity, integrity, professional capability and solidarity and assist in protecting marginalized
social groups. Efforts should be made to reform the social services network and rehabilitate safety nets, in
order to be able to respond to the needs of marginalized and impoverished groups.

Concern was expressed over the implementation of a sound privatization policy that would promote
the Iraqi people’s interests, while minimizing the negative aspects that are usually associated with
privatization, including unemployment and inflation.

As part of a stabilizing compaign, people need immediate food and cash supplements. Over the past
decade, Iraqis have relied heavily on the Government for food and income, which have largely been provided
through the oil-for-food programme. This dependency cannot be rapidly phased out without creating major
hardship for the local population.



Well-studied and carefully executed plans for capacity-building and the rehabilitation of the economy
and society are vital. The linkage between the short- and long-term should be maintained throughout the
transition period. The immediate needs of the people should be met while long-term developmental
objectives are kept in view.

The Workshop regarded the participation of international, including Arab, organizations as essential in
providing the requisite human and financial resources in the rehabilitation and development of Iraq. The
United Nations, through the office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General in Irag, ESCWA,
UNDP and others, should cooperate with the League of Arab States, the Arab Fund for Economic and Social
Development and the World Bank in this regard.

Overall rehabilitation and reconstruction efforts should not be confined to the public sector, but should
also include the whole of civil society, with special emphasis given to NGOs, including those dealing with
gender equality, women, older persons, children, youth, disabled persons and people with special needs,
whose numbers have been increasing.

Human security, human rights and gender equality be must safeguarded. Special emphasis must be
placed on the role that women can play in post-conflict reconstruction efforts. Women must be empowered
to become equal partners with men in this process.

In regard to the foregoing, the following were seen as essential:

(a) The provision of security as the basic and most significant right for all citizens, without which no
other right can be practiced,

(b) The removal and elimination of all remaining arms, landmines and unexploded ordinance;

(c) The provision of assistance to war victims and their families through the foundation of a central
committee that would address their immediate needs and establish official records for all cases, including
missing persons;

(d) The establishment of a special ministry or council for women’s affairs, responsible for the
management of special programmes for women as victims of war, violence against women and rape and
abduction;

(e) The provision of assistance to victims of forced migration and displacement, particularly women
and children, who are estimated to number two million, through the establishment of a special programme,
entity or ministry which would support their social and economic reintegration. Such a body should also
address the social problems caused by enforced migration, including those relating to residence and
employment.

A judicial body should be established with a specific mandate for dealing with cases of “missing
victims” who were detained by Iraq’s previous regime. In addition to supervising mass graves and former
detention centres, the body should prevent any tampering at those sites, which constitute legal evidence of
crimes against humanity.

The following recommendations were made relating to basic needs and general services:

(a) A food-rationing programme similar to the-oil-for food programme should be maintained until
such time as a macro-economic framework and balanced labour market are restored;

(b) Child malnutrition must be eradicated and the relevant preventative measures undertaken;




(¢) National health programmes and hospitals must be rehabilitated. Doctors and medical staff must
be properly and fairly paid,

(d) Contagious diseases and, in particular, cholera, typhus and tuberculosis must be eradicated;

(e) Clean drinking water and sanitation must be made available. The swift recovery of the general
utilities and services sector and, in particular, the water sector, must be assisted by establishing an emergency
plan for the rehabilitation of distribution networks and treatment stations and by developing a medium- and
long-term national plan for water management;

() A multi-dimensional drug-control programme must be established in order to counteract drug
abuse, which has risen significantly since the war;

(g) Such special mechanisms as a hotline for women victims of domestic violence, abduction and
rape should be established;

(h) Legislation should be enacted in order to empower women who have lost their husbands and
women heads of household, through training and rehabilitation.

With respect to resources and family income, participants identified the following priorities:

(a) The protection of the Iraqi family’s source of income, particularly when salaries from the public
sector are in question. This issue should be considered in tandem with the projected rehabilitation,
restructuring and privatisation programmes;

(b) The maintenance of the pension system, which is a major source of income for retirees.
Pertaining to education, the following measures were seen as vital:
(a) The review of all curriculums with new consideration given to human rights and gender equality;

(b) The removal of all obstacles to the resumption of regular scholastic programmes by the following
measures:
(i)  Providing security and facilitating the transportation of students and teachers;
(i)  Filling teaching and management vacancies;
(iii)  Repairing school buildings and providing them with water and electricity;
(iv)  Providing refugees with alternative safe-havens to the educational facilities they currently

occupy.

(c) The provision of employment stability for teachers and ending of the arbitrary dismissal policy
that is applied to teaching staff on the pretext of their having a Baathist background. Legal indictment
should be restricted to those responsible for human rights abuses and crimes;

(d) The rehabilitation and modernization of the education system and improvement of the quality of
education;

(e) The establishment of links with external labour markets;

(f) The removal from education programmes of any vestiges of the former regime, through a
specialized national committee, in coordination with the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization. It is of vital importance that any external or foreign assistance in this respect should be limited
to financial and technical support.



III. ABSTRACTS OF PAPERS DISCUSSED IN WORKSHOP®

A. IDENTIFYING THE MAIN ECONOMIC AND RECONSTRUCTION ISSUES IN IRAQ

by
George Corm

Identification of problems

Three wars and 13 years of sanctions have impoverished the Iraqi population, not causing the private
sector to disappear totally. Nevertheless, the economy was largely centralized with the public sector, playing
a leading role in managing and controlling the economy, with a minor role played by the private sector.

There are currently four main tasks. These are the following:

1. Fight against poverty and the creation of the foundations for sustainable development.
2. Transition from a centrally controlled economy to a market economy.

3. Reconstruction plans and financing mechanisms.

4. Rebuilding a monetary and financial system and avoiding a debt trap.

The main obstacles to the fulfillment of these tasks are the following:
(a) The non-existence of an internationally recognized Iraqi Government;

(b) The status of the Coalition Provisional Authority (CPA) in Iraq, its relations with both the Iraqi
population and the United Nations;

(c) International competition to get “reconstruction contracts”;
(d) The multiplicity of actors;
(e) The high dependence of the Iraqi economy on oil.

Central issues in planning economic transition

1. Privatization.

2. Subsidies.

3. Freeing foreign exchange market.
4. Developing the stock market.

Central issues in reconstruction policies

Damage assessments.

Planning and execution of Reconstruction works.

Linking reconstruction to the stimulation of the domestic economy.
Linking reconstruction to a global vision.

The Iraq reconstruction process be should not be viewed as solely as a channel to bonanza profits for
foreign or Arab companies and Iragi businessmen. Lessons from failures of reconstruction and transition
policies in many countries should guide Iraqi, American, United Nations and World Bank/IMF planners and
decision makers in securing the proper framework and institutions so that the billion of dollars that will flow
into the Iraqi economy will profit the Iraqi people that have suffered from twenty five years of hardship and
economic deprivation. '

* The opinions expressed in this part are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the views of ESCWA.




B. SAMPLES OF IRAQI RECONSTRUCTION EFFORTS
DURING THE PERIOD 1991-2002

by
J.D. Jafar

The war during Jan./Feb. of 1991, followed by the upheavals in twelve of the eighteen governorates of
Iraq, resulted in enormous damage to both public and private property. Coalition missiles and air forces that
flew over 100000 sorties during the 42 days of the war delivered more than 100 kilotons of high explosive
ordnance. Anglo-American air forces attacked Iraqi industrial facilities with missiles on a number of
subsequent occasions during the period 1992-1998; the largest of these attacks was during a four-day period
in Dec. 1998, when a large number of industrial establishments were substantially damaged.

Reconstruction was hampered by the following factors: Imposed sanctions by the Security Council
(SC) August 1990, recently lifted; a lack of foreign currency that made the importation of goods, spare parts
and services almost impossible until the “Oil for Food” program was implemented late in 1996; poor
communications because all major telephone networks were bombed and microwave links were put out of
service and remained so till the end of 1991.

Before the end of February 1991, the priorities for reconstruction were clearly established. The first
priority was assigned to the oil refineries at Daura and the North. The second priority was assigned to
electricity generation, transmission and distribution. The third priority was assigned to the reconstruction of
the transport and building sectors (e.g. cement production). Followed by communications and other
industrial establishments

By mid May 1991, electricity was available from the national grid in all governorates of Iraq
(including the three Kurdish ones). By July 1991, the countrywide demand for electricity was satisfied and
more than 3000 MW were available. In July 1992, a peak load of 4500 MW was met and later in 1994 the
load climbed to 5200 MW, which exceeded the peak load recorded in July/August 1990 (i.e. pre-war levels).

During the sanctions era, such projects as the North Jazira Irrigiation Project, whose objective was to
provide complementary irrigation for 160,000 donums (1 donum = 2500 m?) of arable land, received high
priority in an effort to achieve self-sufficiency in strategic crops.

Under stable security conditions, the following may be concluded: any major reconstruction effort
must commence by pooling all the resources of the industrial sector as a whole; priorities must be clearly
defined; separate projects must be set-up and experienced managers designated; with sufficient motivation
and good organization Iraqi personnel could implement any reconstruction project with little or no help on
assistance from foreign contractors; essential spare parts and replacement items would have to be imported
and foreign suppliers should strive to reduce the lead times before delivery; the overall cost of reconstruction
is expected to be much lower when Iraqi personnel are primarily engaged. Moreover, a significant reduction
in project execution time is also to be expected.

C. IDENTIFYING THE MAIN FINANCIAL AND MONETARY ISSUES IN IRAQ
by
George Corm

There have been numerous estimates of Iraq’s financial obligations and of the financial needs for
reconstruction.

Estimates have been exaggerated for both issues reaching 400 billion dollars for claims on Iraq and
200 billion dollars for reconstruction needs.



The banking system in Iraq has crumbled down during the war as the Central Bank and the
commercial banks have been looted. The Ministry of Finance apparently was also looted. A state of financial
and monetary chaos has developed in Iraq since the beginning of April 2003.

United Nations Security Council Resolution 1483 has outlined some basic institutional arrangements.
The establishment of a Development Fund for Iraq (paragraphs 12,13,14) is at the core of the resolution.
However, the resolution does not address the functioning of a monetary system in Iraq and especially the
use of other currencies than the Iraqi dinar as legal tenders. In fact, Iraq is not cashless, but the problem is
one of regrouping all of these amounts under a renovated Central Bank and re-establishing the overall Iraqi
Treasury function where all payments and receipts should be centralized.

There are three types of financial claims on Iraq: debts, claims and contracts signed but not executed.

The present state of affairs is very detrimental to the Iraqi society. Iraq is in bad need of monetary and
financial stability. However, without an internationally recognized government it will be difficult to create a
new monetary and banking system.

D. ISSUES OF ECONOMIC RECONSTRUCTION OF IRAQ: THE LARGER VIEW

by
Mahmoud Abdel-Fadil

Any future economic and social development, for post-war Iraq, will be severely limited by the
following constraints: Severe lack of financial resources; excessive external public debt; heavy war
reparations; mal-distribution of income and wealth; extensive loss of human resources and expertise, as a
result of migration.

The Iraqi people’s immediate needs are for law and order, electricity, food and medicine. The basic
elements of a ‘recovery program’ in Iraq should focus on the following vital aspects: The provision of basic
social services, especially in the fields of health and education; the reconstruction and rehabilitation, of
power and water plants, sanitation, sewage facilities and telecommunications; and the institution of a new
program of human development and technological rehabilitation and upgrading of the country’s manpower.

Oil is the most valuable economic asset for Iraq. Hence it has to be managed to ensure the finance of
‘maintenance imports’, as well as financing reconstruction and development efforts. The Security Council
resolution set up an international advisory board to audit income from Iraqi oil and put it into an “Iraqi
Development Fund”, to be held at the Iraqi central Bank until “a new Iraqi government is properly
constituted”.

The optimal solution is to put Iraq’s oil under international trusteeship until an elected Iraqi
government manages the country’s economic and political affairs.

It is suggested that the UN should have a supervisory role, which would enhance the legitimacy and
credibility of the political and economic reconstruction process in Iraq. ESCWA, together with other UN and
Arab specialized agencies should cooperate to establish a "monitoring unit" to oversee the transparency and
fairness of reconstruction contracts awarded to foreign and American companies in particular.
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E. REBUILDING IRAQ STRATEGIES OF DEVELOPMENT UNDER CRISIS CONDITIONS

by
Atif Kubursi and Ali Kadri

The specific strategy for Iraq today is dictated by a tight time frame and a sequence of connected steps
fashioned by crisis conditions. It is also, a development-oriented strategy. The real issues are those of
choosing a development strategy under crisis, where development is about unleashing human potentialities
and broadening the choices of people. The development strategy by necessity requires a phasing out of the
occupation; it simply cannot coexist with it.

There can be no alternative to beginning with the establishment of law and order. It is the first action
from which and upon other choices can be made. No economy or society can function and develop in their
absence. However, law and order cannot be sustained without strong and healthy economic measures that
address immediate economic dysfunctions, hardships and dislocations.

To establish an adequate stable fund, to back up the Iraqi Dinar, all immediate and future transactions
should come immediately from the international community and institutions, particularly the IMF and AMF.

The urgent creation of employment and gainful sources of income is imperative for cementing law and
order.

The rehabilitation program in the electricity, water, transportation and communication sectors should
ultimately be put in place. On a priority basis, the productive infrastructure should be the first claimant of
any funds for this rehabilitation of infrastructure. It is also instructive to tie the rehabilitation of this
infrastructure to local procurement of goods and services. In this way building the infrastructure will be tied
to creating effective demand for local industry and the employment creation effort.

Irag, unlike many Arab Gulf States and other Arab oil producers, has the potential to build a
diversified economic base. There is a great potential for efficient agricultural activities once agricultural land
could be reclaimed, rehabilitated and water rights secured. There are strong arguments for moving into the
new economy and into ICT based activities given the proven talents of the Iraqis and the changes in the basis
of success in the new and highly competitive international environment. While this transition strategy would
take a long period of time to implement, it should start immediately.

There is a substantive need for immediate debt relief. By suspending payments on old debt until it is
rescheduled and re-evaluated and some of it is forgiven, without penalizing old lenders by sharing the burden
of debt relief, will remove the massive debt overhang that can straddle kick starting the economy.

Revocation of the stringent and imbalanced allocation formulas governing the existing distribution of
oil revenues is of crucial importance at this stage. Iraqi’s should immediately exercise their exclusive right

to govern the use of their oil revenues and determine the volume of their oil production. This underscores the
need to empower Iraqis to govern themselves.

F. WINDING DOWN OIL FOR FOOD: PRIORITIES FOR IRAQ
by
Dr Kamil Mahdi
The Oil-for-Food (OFF) programme was always envisaged as a temporary measure during the period
of economic sanctions and as an exception to the comprehensive nature of the sanctions. Given that UN

sanctions remained effective for nearly thirteen years, the OFF programme and its modes of implementation
have become a part of the institutional framework of economic policy and have resulted in a high level of
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dependency of the Iraqi economy and of the welfare of the population on the arrangements established under
sanctions.

The programme’s effectiveness in delivering humanitarian relief and in regenerating Iraq’s economy
were thus under continuous strain. A series of crises between the United States and Iraq after the
introduction of the programme disrupted the smooth flow of goods.

Whereas the United States gave priority to the deduction of war reparations from Iraq’s oil revenues,
the former Iragi regime, for its part, continuously tried to use the OFF programme in order to break out of
international political isolation.

The insistence on an extremely restrictive interpretation of sanctions was probably designed for
maximum economic impact rather than for preventing the leakage of resources to military activities.

The decision to end sanctions under United Nations Security Council Resolution 1483 removed a
highly unsatisfactory arrangement ending the restrictions that had been in place since August 1990.
However, in abolishing the OFF programme, Resolution 1483 has also removed any effective monitoring by
the UN of the Iraqi economy while the country is under occupation and its cancellation raises the question of
what is to replace it

To effectively address the acute social and economic problems of Iraq, there is a need for a proper and
effective economic administration that is answerable to the people of Iraq and that is able to negotiate the
country’s international obligations effectively on the people’s behalf. In the meantime, tampering with the
comprehensive food ration programme, the budgetary support for basic public services and the provisions of
cheap fuel supplies would be at high social, humanitarian and political costs.

G. “OIL FOR FOOD” AND “OIL FOR RECONSTRUCTION”
by
Ramzi Salman
Oil for Food

The Oil-For-Food-Program was intended to be a “temporary measure to provide for the
humanitarian needs of the Iraqi people, until the fulfillment by Iraq of the relevant Security Council
resolutions”.

In spite of the massive life-supporting needs, which were to be met rapidly, the program, initially
allowed the sale of only two billion dollars worth of oil every six months. Only about two thirds of that
amount was allocated to meet Iraq’s humanitarian needs; 25% being allocated for a compensation fund for
war reparation payments; 2.2% for united Nations administrative and operational costs; and 0.8% for the
weapons inspection program.

With the lifting of civilian sanctions on May 22, 2003, the Oil for Food program will be terminated
within six months. Responsibility for the administration of any remaining program activity, including funds,
will be transferred to the occupying powers.

Qil for Reconstruction
Oil was one of the prime building blocks of the Saddam regime and it will be one of the prime

building blocks of any new Iraqi Government, it will constitute a major foundation for the reconstruction of
Iraq. The post war development of Iraqi oil will impact on the Organization of Petroleum Exporting
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Countries (OPEC) and on regional and global producers and markets. Oil will also have sweeping
consequences for regional geopolitics.

The present state of the Iraqi oil industry and bringing production levels to recent pre-war levels then
to 1990 levels is a lot more complex than many seem to realize. The issue is more of replacement, at least of
substantial parts of the existing facilities, rather than repairs. Repairs and rehabilitation of the old
infrastructure and equipment might be more costly and time consuming than building a new parallel
production system in some areas and fields.

What is destroyed in Iraq during the three wars since 1980 and the inter war periods needs immediate
attention. The destruction and downgrading was not limited to the industrial infrastructure, it covered all
aspects of life. Reconstruction transcends the physical sectors to cover fiscal, monetary and all social sectors.

H. LESSONS LEARNED FROM UNDP INVOLVEMENT IN CRISIS
AND POST-CONFLICT SITUATIONS

by
Walid Mehalaine

Based on UNDP experience in 17 countries, it has developed a recovery approach to enable UNDP to
support communities to recover and reconcile from conflict by linking recovery activities to long-term
development processes and outcomes.

UNDP carries out recovery programs that focus on the following:
(a) Economic and social assistance for the recovery of war-affected communities;
(b) Reintegration of returning refugees, internally displaced person and ex-combatants;

(c) Capacity building of governance structures and systems that provide essential services and of
civil society at local and national levels.

UNDP has recognized strengths, shown clearly in country presence and outstanding global reputation,
as an impartial objective development partner. The ability of UNDP to build capacities for improving
governance, mobilize donor resources and engage civil society and local NGO’s help in immediate structure
formation.

Iraq tentative reconstruction process would begin with an immediate rehabilitation of basic
infrastructure, institutional reforms decentralization, market — friendly regulations, democratic governance
and participatory processes, and capacity building of new constitutions.

Assessment would also be necessary to obtain reliable information for planning and budgeting
recovery and development activities. A clear mandate clarifying responsibilities would be needed in order to
restore civil order and legal systems.

Nevertheless, the main challenges facing UNDP in accomplishing target would be transition from a

centralized to a decentralized and democratic state and to market economy/private sector development,
macro-economic stabilization and employment generation, and settlement of the debt issue.
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I. SOCIAL AND HUMANITARIAN CONDITIONS IN IRAQ:
CHALLENGES - PRIORITIES — NECESSITIES

by
Antoine Haddad

The suffering of the Iraqi people both social and humanitarian, may not improve in the near future due
to the fall of the former regime and the structural imbalances generated from it, along with international
sanctions and successive wars for the last quarter century. The war introduced chaos, insecurity and
lawlessness in the country.  Attacks against US troops, delays in launching the country’s political
reconstruction, security problems such as shootings, murder, robberies, kidnappings and revenge killings,
and the formation of private militias are all significant delay factors in the establishment of a stable and
secure a political system in Iraq.

Other than the harm caused by the invasion or war, threats to the safety of the Iraqis also originated
from land mines, the presence of radioactive materials in some nuclear facilities. Another priority involves
dealing with problems resulting from property disputes. The use of firearms in some of these disputes has
caused dozens of casualties. Despite the efforts made by the Coalition forces to help restore security and
order and begin forming local authorities and a police force, daily social and humanitarian suffering still
continue.

For the foreseeable future, until the country’s macroeconomic framework and the system of incomes
and family budgets are re-stabilized, there will be a tremendous need for an interventionist program to secure
basic nutritional needs for the overwhelming majority of the population.

On the health front, there are two priorities. The first involves preventing the spread of epidemics,
especially cholera, of which some cases were reported in the south after the war, particularly in the city of
Basra and its surroundings. The second priority involves rehabilitating and restarting the national health care
system and hospital sector. The health sector suffered a painful blow with the collapse of the old regime, as a
number of hospitals were subjected to looting, theft and fire; some of them remain completely closed today.

Currently, Baghdad receives approximately 40% of its electricity needs, which means that power
supplies remain intermittent and subject to rationing, while some neighborhoods are completely without
electricity due to damage to the network. Telephone service remains non-operational in most of Baghdad
neighborhoods.

As for water, many parts of Iraq, particularly the South, suffer from chronic problems of insufficient
supplies of clean potable water, especially during the summer. Many rural areas lack domestic water
networks and are limited to obtaining water from rivers, ponds and canals.

The collapse of the former Iraqi government raises considerable doubts about the fate of sources of
income for a very wide segment of the Iraqi population.

The CPA has not issued a final, detailed policy on the issue of public sector salaries and pensions.

There is an urgent need for the Central Bank to resume operations as soon as possible because of the
huge impact that inflation, price stabilization and real income stabilization have on the cost-of-living and
living conditions for the overwhelming majority of Iraqis.

There are five issues connected to education and the education system, some of which are structural
and chronic, and others emerged during and after the last war. These are the following: resuming studies and
the fate of the current academic year; emergency conditions for the teaching staff, amending the curricula,
rehabilitating the infrastructure of schools and universities; total reform of the educational system along the
concept of sustainable development.
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J. OIL FOR FOOD AND THE AFTERMATH- THE ALTERNATIVES

by
Saadalla Fathi

Resolution 986 of 14 April 1995: Commonly referred to as the “Qil- for- Food’ Program; Iraq to sell
$2 billion worth of oil every 180 days.

The programme improved the overall socio-economic conditions and prevented the further
degradation of public services and infrastructure.

Performance under the UN Oil-For-Food Program

(a) The Program, under the insistence of Iraq, was expanded beyond its initial emphasis of food and
medicines to include infrastructure rehabilitation and other sectors: such as electricity, agriculture and
irrigation, education, transport and telecommunications etc. But the results were questionable;

(b) On 29 May 2003, UNICEF reported that child malnutrition in Iraq almost doubled from 4 per
cent to 7.7 per cent between 20 March 2003 (the onset of war) and 29 May 2003;

(c) The oil for food program, never allowed fresh investment, curtailed government spending and
prevented other exports from Iraq. Therefore, it contributed to the GDP remaining at a low level while the
population increased.

United Nations Security Council Resolution 1483 of 22 May 2003: Lifts economic sanctions on Iraq;
grants interim governance powers to the Coalition and confers on them the status of an ‘occupying power’;
and creates an Iraq Development Fund held by the Central Bank of Iraq, which will receive all oil revenue
and other designated funds. It will have an international advisory and monitoring board, and reduce the oil
revenue paid to the UN Compensation Commission to 5%. In addition, it dismantles the Oil For Food
Program.

The Alternative

(a) Another oil for food program? Certainly not;

(b) UN Security Council Resolution 1483- 22 May 20032 Not likely;

(¢) The current chaos and trail and error of the occupation forces? Definitely no;

(d) The deliberate policy of forced unemployment? A recipe for disaster;

(e) The only alternative is the end of occupation, the independence of Iraq, a government of national
unity and reconciliation, democracy and elections, the rule of law and respect of human rights;

(f) The UN and the international community to revitalize, reform and modernize its economy, cancel
its debts and allow the expansion of its oil industry for the benefit of its people in the way they see fit;

(g) The attempt to force certain economic models on Iraq, particularly in the oil industry, will only
spell trouble and scare vitally need investment;

(h) Irag’s oil resources, as it did in the past, can make the major contribution to Iraq’s recovery.
However, other economic sectors must be developed to reduce gradually dependence on oil and gas.
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K. THE SOCIO-POLITICAL EFFECTS OF THE WAR ON IRAQ AND THE ARAB REGION
by
Hani Faris

A principal outcome of the recent U.S. war on Iraq has been the collapse of the Iraqi order, as well as
the Arab regional order. At both the national and regional levels the war had and continues to have far
reaching effects.

The collapse of the former totalitarian regime should have provided Iragis after decades of repression
and violence with the challenge and the opportunity of rebuilding their civil society, and reforming their
economic and political systems. The Occupation has thus far hindered this process. In this regard, the
following issues need to be considered:

1. Most Iraqis either reject outright the presence of the American and the British in their country, or
expect the forces and administrators of these two countries to have a short stay.

2. Like any occupation, the U.S. cannot rule the country directly. It has to have a local agent or
interlocutor to deal with the population. The U.S. faces a predicament. The immigrant groups that returned
with U.S. forces from Western countries and which the U.S. has promoted over the years lack a strong
constituency and have no regional supporters.

3. There is a growing perception that American officials seem to be moving in the direction of
establishing a confessional system.

4. In the modern history of Iraq, two institutions defined the country’s character and fortunes — the
army and the national oil industry. The American administrators moved to dissolve the former and are
pushing for the privatization of the latter. In time, these two issues could place the country on a collision
course with the U.S.

5. Finally, the rebuilding of civil society needs to be based on pluralism, tolerance and mutual trust.

A multilateral and transparent process is urgently needed in the establishment of a government. The
United Nations needs to assume a leadership role and maintain a significant presence in Iraq. Without a UN
role, there will be no legitimacy to any efforts at political and economic reforms, and stability will be far
from assured.

At this juncture, it is not feasible to analyze with a measure of certainty what the regional effects of
this war will be.

There remains much controversy with regard to the American objective(s) behind the war. Depending
on what these objectives are, this will suggest, in turn, how long the US intends to stay, what measures it will
adopt in Iraq and what form its presence will take. It is these issues that will determine the long-term socio-
economic and political effects of the war on the region and how regional actors will respond.

Meanwhile, the Arab regional order is shattered. No rules remain to guide Arab State behavior, and
the structures, programs and policies for joint Arab action are a thing of the past.
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L. SOCIAL INSTITUTIONS AND CIVIL SOCIETY IN IRAQ
by
Faleh Abdel Jabber

Modern civil society in Iraq has evolved since the reforms of Medhat Pasha (1872) that continued
during the royal era (1921-1957). It was a period of the renewal of agricultural society, which was
transformed from being formed of tributes, noble houses and handworkers to a society adopting the criteria
of wealth and education without forgetting its traditional past.

During that period a class of traders, industrialists, bankers and contractors emerged, in addition to a
class of landowners. This evolutional process stopped during the period of military governance (1958-1968)
and became totally corrupted during the period of totalitarian governance (1968-2003).

The government affected all the domains of civil society in the totalitarian era (1968-2003): it
dominated economic life as the sole owner and producer of the oil resources. Oil revenues enhanced the
government’s capacity to own vast resources independent of society and, enabled it to bribe some social
groups, allowing it to restructure the marginalized classes of businessmen. Furthermore, the government has
also dominated all the voluntary unions of the middle and working classes and has attached them to the one

party regime.

Finally, the government controlled in the dissemination of culture and in the language of conversation
and communication.

Iraqi society broke down, formed from a high class of businessmen and different middle and low
classes with no link between them, no institutions to protect them and no unified cultural identity. It could be
argued that the operation of building a new civil society has to begin from phase zero under a foreign
occupation and without any internal support.

M. SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT IN IRAQ: TRENDS AND PROSPECTS AND THE IMPORTANCE
OF SOCIAL SAFETY NETWORKS

by
Faleh Abdel Jabber

This study will address some historical indicators of social development in Iraq that may form the
basis of a more promising future.

Between 1970-1980, Iraqi society witnessed important progress in development. GDP grew by 11.3%
and the social level developed by 5.8%, mainly in education and health. The oil revenues were estimated at
95 billion dollars and upon this national development, for the 1970s and 1980s were established.

Progress made was lost with the beginning of the Iragi-Iranian war that lasted 8 years, increasing
poverty which was coupled with the loss of the household heads and breadwinners not to mention the debts
of the Iraqi government. The situation was further aggravated by the second Gulf War and United Nations
imposed sanctions

However, the first element of failure was the totalitarian regime, which transformed the society into a
tool for the act of development to help the authority in making publicity to itself. This authority never
considered development as an act to fulfill the needs of a whole society.
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The last ten years created a complete institutional paralysis threatening the livelihood of Iraqis and
exposing society to a state of deprivation. The most dangerous consequence of war and sanctions is the
spread of inflation in all levels of life, which had structural effects on Iraqi society.

The social structure of Iraq was not stable as a result of different factors such as rapid social transfer,
the collapse of the middle class, the diminution of the levels of life and the increasing poverty rate.

Social safety networks were formed according to a group of programmmes funded by the government
and some funds related to NGOs or assisstance programmes.

Development under the authority of the state failed but it has also failed without the government’s
interference. In other words we can say that to achieve a sustainable development on the economical and
social levels Iraq needs an effective decisive government.

N. WHAT POSSIBLE ROLE FOR THE UNITED NATIONS IN IRAQ?
by
Karim Makdisi and Nawaf Salam
Abstract”

The paper asserts that any role assigned to the United Nations (UN) following the collapse of the Iraqi
government and the occupation of Iraq should be analyzed in the context of recent UN peace operations in
the post-Cold War era, given that the role of the UN in securing peace in conflict areas has now evolved
from simple ‘peace-keeping’ to multi-dimensional ‘peace-building’. In other words, the UN experience has
lead to a recognition that only an increased and urgent focus on the political and institutional aspects of peace
operations can allow it to succeed in building true peace in war torn countries. As such, this paper briefly
examines the UN’s role in four such ‘peace-building’ missions--Cambodia, Kosovo, East Timor, and
Afghanistan--to draw from the lessons the UN has learned from then, and to better understand the options
available to the UN in Iragq.

The paper then turns to the possible role of the UN in Iraq. It states that although required under
resolution 1483 to coordinate its activities with the Occupying Powers, the UN should not be perceived as
working under their ‘authority’. A meaningful UN role depends on the international community
demonstrating that such a role in Iraq cannot be dispensed with. The success of such a role will depend on re-
enforcing UN  “independence” vis-a-vis the Occupying Powers. According to the paper, what should be
emphasized is: (1) The critical importance of UN neutrality as an International actor; (2) The relevance and
the value of UN expertise and experience in conflict and post conflict situations; and (3) The uniqueness of
UN role in enhancing the legitimacy of any new Iraqi political order vis & vis :the Iraqis themselves, the Arab
world, and the International community.

The paper concludes by offering a number of ways that the UN could play a critical role in the Iraqi
political reconstruction process. It could:

1. Promote dialogue and consensus building among the various Iraqi groups.
2. Facilitate the establishment of a representative and inclusive government.

3. Supervise the election of a constitutional assembly.

* Please note that this paper was delivered in July 2003, before the second UN resolution on Iraq.
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4.  Share its experience in helping to design new political institutions in post conflict situations.

5. Help in the rebuilding of Iraqi civil society by offering though UNDP and other relevant IGOs
special programs to that effect.

6. Ensure that the conduct of transitional justice regarding the prosecution of Saddam’s regime war

crimes and violations of human rights remains in conformity with international law and requirements of due
process.
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E-mail: shara@annahar.com.In

Mr. Sami Abboud
Lawyer

Beirut, Lebanon
Tel.: 961-3-519 430



Ms. Suad Abbas
Beirut, Lebanon
Tel.: 961-1-801 497

Ms. Samira Al Bayyati

Consultant

Dohet Aramoon

Lebanon

Tel.: 961-3-564 229

E-mail: samira-albayati@hotmail.com

Mr. Samer Jabbour

Faculty of Medicine & Medical Centre

American University of Beirut

Beirut, Lebanon

Tel.: 961-1-374 374/374 444/
961-3-856 006

Fax: 961-744 470

E-mail: sjabbour@aub.edu.lb

Mr. Samir Makdisi
Professor of Economics

American University of Beirut
Beirut, Lebanon
Tel.: 961-1-744 485

E-mail: makdisi@aub.edu.lb

Ms. Tanja Voelker

Economic Advisor

The Delegate of German Industry & Trade
P.O. Box 11-35 - Beirut 2011-3104
Lebanon

Tel.: 961-1-985 229 / 985 230

Fax: 961-1-985 231

E-mail: tanja.voelker@diht-1b.com

Mr. Zaid Abdul-Hadi

Head, Computer and Biometric Services Unit
ICARDA

P.O. Box 5466

Aleppo, Syria

Tel.: 963-21-221 34 33 / 227 3680

Fax: 963-21-221 3490/ 574 4622

E-mail: Z.Abdul-Hadi@cgiar.org

B. RESOURCE PERSONS

Mr. Adnan Yasin Mustafa
General Manager/Sociologist
Beit Al Hikma

Baghdad, Iraq

E-mail: al hikmal@hotmail.com

Mr. Antoine Haddad

Partner in charge

Dar At-Tanmiya Ltd.

P.O. Box 14/5492

Beirut, Lebanon

Tel: 961-1-373 247 /961-3-212 543
Fax: 961-1-496 540

E-mail: anthadad@cyberia.net.lb

Mr. Basil Al-Hussaini

National Consutlant

UNDP

Baghdad, Iraq

Tel.: 9641-88 216 511 74 124 Office /556 1134
Home

E-mail: al-hussaini@un.org
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Mr. Faleh Abdel Jabbar

Academic Researcher

Ph.D. Sociology

8 Neal Avenue

Middex UB1 @QR

United Kingdom

Tel: 44-208-578 0580 / 44-79-74 305 152
Fax: 44-208-578 0600

E-mail: falehl@btopenworld.com

Mr. George Corm

Economic & Financial Consultant

Former Minister of Finance

Banks Street, Riadh El-Solh

Beirut, Lebanon

Tel.: 961-3-544 445 /325764 /
961-1-980 179

Fax: 961-1-797 022

E-mail: gecorm@inco.com.lb

Mr. Hani Faris

Research Associate

Institute of Asian Research

C.K. Choi Building, 1855 West Mall

Vancouver, B.C. Canada V6T 172

Canada

Tel: 1-604-683 2406/1-604-683 2407/
1-604-926 9339/1-604-970 4744

E-mail: hanifaris@shaw.ca




Mr. Jaafar D. Jaafar

P.O. Box 9168

United Arab Emirates

Tel.: 971-6-572 7000/359 0944/
971-50-360 8329

Fax: 971-6-572 6000

E-mail: jafdjaff@hotmail.com

Mr. Kamil Abbas Mahdi

Institute of Islamic and Arab Studies

University of Exeter

Exeter EX4 4ND

United Kingdom

Tel: 441-39-226 4029/441-39-226 4035/
441-39-264 4036

E-mail: k.a.mahdi@exeter.ac.uk

Mr. Michael Hudson

George Town, USA

Tel: 1-301-656 9453

E-mail: hudsonm(@georgetown.edu

Mr. Mahmoud Abdel-Fadil

Professor

Cairo University & American University
Cairo, Egypt

Tel.: 202-736 2790

Fax: 202-736 2790

E-mail: mfadil@idsc.net.eg

Mr. Nawaf Salam
Beirut, Lebanon

Tel: 961-1-346 061 /342 633 /961-3-377 115

Fax: 961-1-347 031
E-mail: nsalam(@cyberia.net.lb

The World Bank

Mr. Omar Razzaz

Country Manager in Lebanon
World Bank

United Nations House

Riad El-Solh

Beirut, Lebanon

Tel: 961-1-987 800

Fax: 961-1-986 800

E-mail: orazzaz@worldbank.org

Mr. Ramzi Salman

Advisor

Qatar Petroleum

P.O. Box 3212

Doha, Qatar

Tel: 974-449 1466 / 483 1888 / 483 1891
Fax: 974-483 1831

E-mail: salman88@yahoo.com

Mr. Saadalla A. Fathi

Consultant

P.O. Box 225

Sharjah, United Arab Emirates
Tel.: 971-50-718 6045

E-mail: Saadallal4@hotmail.com

Mr. Salim Nasr

General Director

The Lebanese Center for Policy Studies
P.O. Box 55215 Sin al-Fil

Beirut, Lebanon

Tel: 961-1-490 561/ 6

Fax: 961-1-490 375

E-mail: snasr@lcps.org.lb

Mr. Walid Mehalaine

Trade Policy Adviser
UNDP/SURF

Beirut, Lebanon

Tel.: 961-981301 Ext. 1746

Fax: 961-981510

E-mail: walid.mehalaine@undp.org

C. ORGANIZERS

25

Ms. Lara Saade

External Affairs Officer

The World Bank

1818 H St. Washington, D.C.
U.S.A.

Tel.: 202-473 3245

Fax: 202-522 0006

E-mail: Lsaade@worldbank.org




Fridrich Ebert Stiftung (FES)

Mr. Achim Vogt

Division of International Dialogue
Department for Western Industrial Countries
Friedrich Ebert Stiftung

Hiroshimastrasse 17

D-10785 Berlin

Germany

Tel.: 49-030-269 35 814

Fax: 49-030-269 35 853

E-mail: Achim.Vogt@fes.de

Mr. Michael Luders

International Policy Analysis Unit
Friedrich Ebert Stiftung
Hiroshimastrasse 17

D-10785

Berlin, Germany

Tel.: 49-030-269 35 840

Fax: 49-030-269 35 860

E-mail: Michael.Lueders@fes.de

United _ Nations Development  Programme

(UNDP)

Ms. Alia Al-Dalli

Chief, SURF Co-ordination Unit

Sub-Regional Resource Facility
For Arab States (SURF-AS)

UNDP

Beirut, Lebanon

Tel: 961-1-981 301/ 311 Ext. 1744

Fax: 961-1-981 521 /522

E-mail: alia.al-dalli@undp.org

ESCWA Secretariat

Ms. Mervat Tallawy
Under-Secretary-General
Executive Secretary

E-mail: tallawy@un.org

Ms. Mariam Al-Awadhi
Deputy Executive Secretary
E-mail: malawadhi@un.org

Mr. Hassan Charif

Chief

Sustainable Development & Productivity Division
(SDPD)

E-mail: hcharif@un.org
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Mr. Atef Kubursi

Chief

Economics Analysis Division (EAD)
E-mail: kubursi@mcmaster.ca

Mr. Nazem Abdalla

Team Leader

Regional Integration and Financing for
Development

Globalization and Regional Integration Division
(GRID)

E-mail: abdallan@un.org

Mr. Riad Tappuni

Team Leader

Urban Development and Housing
Social Development Division (SDD)
E-mail: tappuni@un.org

Mr. Walid Hilal

Team Leader

Human Development Policies
SDD

E-mail: whilal2escwa.org.lb

Mr. Ali Kadri

Team Leader

Growth and Productivity
EAD

E-mail: kadri@un.org

Mr. George Kossaifi

ESCWA Consultant

Director “Dar Al Tanmiya”

Beirut, Lebanon

Tel.: 961-3-624 216 / 961-1-318 792
E-mail: gkossaifi@escwa.org.lb

Mr. Nabil Al Nawwab

Regional Adviser

Programme Planning and Technical Co-operation
Division (PPTCD)

E-mail: nalnawwab@un.org

Mr. Abdulilah Dewachi

Regional Advisor on Telecommunications and
Computer Networking

PPTCD

E-mail: dewachi@un.org




Mr. Kamil Al-Adhadh

Regional Adviser on National Accounts and
Economic Statistics

PPTCD

E-mail: aladhadh@un.org

Mr. Raghid El-Solh

Political Affairs Officer

Office of The Executive Secretary (OES)
E-mail: raghid_elsolh@consultant.com

Mr. Karim Makdisi

Economic Affairs Officer

Sustainable Management of the Environment
(SME) Team

SDPD

E-mail: makdisi@un.org

Ms. Bayan Tabbara

Social Affairs Officer

SDPD

E-mail: tabbara.escwa@un.org

Mr. Hassan Meneimneh

Research Assistant

Private Sector & Enterprise Development (PSED)
Team

SDPD

E-mail: hmeneimneh@escwa.org.lb
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Ms. Hala Mohanna
Research Assistant
Task Force on Iraq

E-mail: mohannahalwani@un.org

Ms. Therese Massaad
Secretary

Task Force on Iraq
E-mail: massaad@un.org

Mr. Moneem Murrah
Administrative Assistant
SDPD

E-mail: murrah@un.org

Mr. Adnan Kaddoura

Security Environment and Water Team
SDPD

E-mail: kaddoura@un.org
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