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PREVENTION OF AN ARMS RACE IN OUTER SPACE

R.eWaWf.ffi-rmi.ng that outer space is the common heritage of mankind, and that the
peaceful exploration and USQ of outer space, including the Moon and other celestial
bodies, as a comon aspiration of all countries in the world, shall be carried out
fcr the benefit and in the interests 0.E all countries, and shall be the province of
all mankind,

F?e.c.all.i.iq  the principles and objectives of the 1967 Treaty on Principles
Governing the Activities of States in the Exploration tind Use of Outer Space,
including the Moon and Other Celestial Bodies, l/ and in particular articles III
and IV thereof,

F~~.r4rhe_r._.r~..c~C,a,~.~-~q  paragraph 80 of the Final Document oE the Tenth Special
Sossioxx of the General Assembly 2./ and its relevant resolutions since 1981,

Espcc_i.a..l_ly._l~.a.~.~n.~.~n.,_.~.i.nd  its resolution 42133 of. 70 November 1987,

Con.vi.,x.c.ed  that the development of space weapons enLails a qualitative
escalation of the already serious arms race ;lnd poqes a new threat to internation;\]

1/ Resolution 2222 (XXI), annex.

2/ Resolution S-1012.
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peace and stability, and that to prevent the arms race in outer space has
consequently become a new priority in the field of disarmament,

F&&li-ay~-nWg  that the prohibition of space weapons constitutes an effective means
to prevent the arms race in outer space,

uy takinq IJQ&Q of the urgent demand of the international community that
immediate and effective measures be taken to prevent an arms race in outer space,

&Ei.rmiqg the need to consolidate and reinforce the legal rkgime applicable to
outer space and recognizing  that this legal rhgime,  as such, is not sufficient to
guarantee the prevention of an arms race in outer space,

Also re-cqgnizes that with a view to achieving the goal of preventing an ;lrms
race in outer space, measures may be considered in the following aspects,
simultaneously or separately:

(a) Completely prohibit all types of space weapons, including anti-missile
weapons and anti-satellite weapons, so as to realize the "non-weaponization"  of
outer space,

(b) Prohibit the use or threat of force and any other hostile actions or
threat of such actions within outer space, against outer space from th9 Earth or
from outer space against the Earth,

Believing that the two States with the largest space capabilities bear a
special responsibility for the prevention of an arms race in outer space,

~~,kkingrno.t~~  of the consideration of the question by the Conference on
Disarmament, 3_/

&J..~Q-II the re-establishment of the Ad--W! Committee on the Prevention of ill1
Arms Race in Outer Space by the Conference on Disarmament during its 1988 sess.i.on,

Ndting with regret that the Ad Hoc Committee so far has not been able to start
negotiations on an international agreement for the prevention of an arms race in
outer space,

1. Calls uocn all States, especially those with space capabilities, to
contribute actively to the realisation of the objective of peaceful use of outer
space and to adopt prompt and effective measures to prevent an arms race in outer
space:

2. Reyu.e-s-t.?. the Conference on Disarmament, the single multilateral
disarmament negotiating body, to speed up the consideration of the questi.on  of
preventing an arms race in outer space in all its aspects as a matter of pri0rit.y
and urgency, taking irto accnunt all the relevant draft resolutions and proposal:;;

$1 See Off-.icial Recp.~.~~~...~~~.~._h~....~.~n~.r_a1.~AS;;.~mblyl..~~..F.or.ty~.t.h~~d..$~.~_sion,._-_. -
S_u~plement..No..-..27 (A/43/27),  sect. III.E-
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3. Reauestg. the Conference on Disarmament to re-establish immediately an
ad hQS; committee on the prevention of an arms race in outer space with an adequato
mandate at the outset of its 1989 sess:on, with a view to initiating negotiations
for concluding an international agreement or agreements, as appropriate, on the
prohibition and destruction of all space weapons and on the prohibition of the ubt!
of force or hostile actions in, to or from outer spacs;

4. Uraes the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics and the United States of
America, the two ma.;or space Powers currently engaged in the development of space
weapons, to refrain from developing, testing, producing and deploying space
weapons, to destroy all their existing space weanons, to conduct serious bilateral
negotiations on the prevention of an arms race in outer space and to keep the
Conference on Disarmament properly informed of the progress of these negotiations:

5. &queLest_s.  the Secretary-General to transmit to the Conference on
Disarmament all the documents relating to the consideration of this item by the
General Assembly at its forty-third session;

6, &auests  the Conference on Disarmament to submit a repurt on its
consideration of this subject to the General Assembly at its forty-fourth session:

7 . D?r:$-d.es. to include in the provisional agenda of its forty-fourth session
the item entitled "Prevention of an arms race in 0uLer space".


