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POLICIES OF APARTHEID OF THE GOVERNMENT
OF SOUTH AFRICA

Letter dated 15 July 1983 from the Acting Chairman of the Special
Committee against Apartheid to the Secretary-General

I have the honour, on behalf of the Special Committee against hpartheid, to
transmit herewith the text of the Declaration adopted by the International

Non-Governmental Organizations Conference of Action against Apartheid and Racism,
held at Geneva from 5 to 8 July 1983,

The Conference was organized by the Non-Governmental Organizations

Sub-Committee on Racism, Racial Discrimination, Apartheid and Decolonization, in
co-operation with the Special Committee against Apartheid.

On behalf of the Special Committee, I request that the Declaration of the
Conference be published as a document of the General BAssembly under item 32 of the

provisional agenda, and of the Security Council, and drawn to the attention of the
Second World Conference for Action against Racism and Racial Discrimination.

(Signed) Uddhav Deo BHATT
Acting Chairman of the
Special Committee against Apartheid
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ANNEX

Declaration adopted by the International Non-Government Crganizaticns
Conference of Action against Apartheid and Racism,
held at Geneva from 5 to B July 1983

The Internaticnal Nen-Govermmental Organizations Conference of Action
acainst é@:_heid and Racism, organized by the NG Sub-Committee on Facism,
Racial Discrimination, Apartheid and Decolenization, in co- operaticn with the
United Nations Special Cammittee against Apartheid, was held at the Headquarters
of the Intermaticnal Labour Qffice in Geneva, from S toc 8 July 1983.

Its main purpose was to review the situation at the end of the United
Naticns Decade for Action to Corbat Racism and Pacial Discrimination; to formulate
a programme of action for the elimination of apartheid and racism; and to make
a contributicn to the Second World Conference for nction to Carbat Racism and
Racial Discriminaticn.

The Conference was attended by representatives of 31 intermational ron-
governmental organizations, 52 national orcanizations from 30 countries of all
continents, and naticnal liberation movements of South Africa and Hamibia, and
indigenous pecples, representatives of 33 covernments, the United Faticns
Secretary-Cenceral, the United Mations Srecial Cormittee of 24, the United
Naticns Council for Mamibia, the Intemational Labour Office, the Orcanization
of African Unity, the tion-aligned countries, and the League of Arab States
attended as okservers.

After discussion of the problem of racism as a wheole, and special consideration
of the problem of apartheid and the situation in southern Africa, as well as
discrimination against Indicenous ceoples, the Conference adopted the following

Declaration to be sent to the Second 'eorld Conference to Combat Raclsm and
Racial Discrimination and to all ampropriate bodies:

I. T™e Internaticnal K@ Conference of Action against Anartheid and Racism
declares:
- PRacism is an affront to huan dignity and the conscience of mankind.

- Racism is a negation of the principles of the United dations Charter
and the Universal Declaration of Human Richts.,

- Racism is a hindrance tc genuine intemational co-operation.

~ Racism is a weapon to divide and exploit people.

- Racism is ane of the rajor causes of cpnflict and war,

- PRacism is an internaticnal crime and must be eliminated.

- heid 1s a crime against humanity and a threat to the maintenance
of Intermaticnal peace and security. The international cormunity must
take all necessary measures to eradicate apartheid and enable the

reople of South Africa and Namibia to attain freedom.,

~ Naticnal and internmational efforts must be redoubled to elimdnate all
discrimination against indicencus peoples and migrant workers - /..
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The peoples of the world have made enormous sacrifices to eliminate the
evils of racism and racial discrimination and build a new world order of
human ecuality.

Today when the world is threatened with nuclear annihilation the struggle
against racism and apartheid is inextricable linked witn the struggle for
peace and disarmament.

The past Decade has seen a vast mobilizaticon of worldwids public opinion
against apartheid and racism. The struogle for literation and the
elimination of apartheid and racism has intensified and has made sicnificant
advances. But the racists have not only stepped up their vicious
resistance to change; they have erbarked on a murdercus offensive,

Apartheid in South “rlca not anly posas an ever greater threat tc all the
>eoples in southern Africa and to international peace. !Moreover, the aggressive
and brutal character of the system of l.nStJ.tut_lOI‘L.‘_.l"e" racism in apartheid
South Africa serves to encourage the rebirth of racist and neco-fascist
organizations and acts in many parts of the world, p articularly in the

Western vorld,

The Pretoria regime has not only escalated repression in South Africa, and
its war acalnst the Wamibian people, it is encaced in constant acts of
aggression, destabilization and terrorism acainst all neighibouring States.

Wiile the Conference notes that the majority of States nave suovorted the
goals of the Decade; 1t expresses crave concern that intermational
efforts for the elm.matlon of amartheid and racism have not been effective
because of the negative policies and acticons of certain goverments

The Conference considers it essentizl that the Second World Conference for
Acticn to Corbat Racism and Pacial Discriminaticon rust succsed in
revitalizing intermational action. It rust clearly identify the main
obstacles to the total eradicaticn of racism, racial discrimination ana
apartheid in the world, and prevare an effective nrogramme of acticn to
rerove these obstacles.

The Conference declares its unconditicnal support for the just strucole
cf the liberation rovements of scuthem Africa, the indicencus georles and
the rights of migrant workers.

The Conferznce urces the United Hations, its specialized acencies and other
intercovernmental organizations, as well as govermments, to rec":oublﬁ their
cfforts to render all necessary sugport to the national liberaticn
roverents recognized by the Organizat_on nf African Unity.

It stresses the need for full co-operaticn between the United Hations and
non-covernmental organizations, including religious kbodies, trade unions,
waren and vouth organizations, peace rovaments, and anti- apartheid and
solidarity movements.,
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VI. The Conference supports the United MNations and the Organization of African
Unity in their condemmaticn of the actions of certain Vestern and other
countries, as well as transnational corporations, wiiich continue to
collaborate with the racist regime of South Africa.

It deplores in particular the policies of the United States administraticn
vhich, under the guise of "constructive encacement™, has provicded comfort
and encouragerent to the apartheid regire.

It calls for corprehensive and mandatory sanctions against the racist
regime of Soutli Africa under Chapter VII of the Charter of the United udaticns.

The Conference reaffirms that apartheid is a crime against humanity.

t opooses all manceuvres, including the co-called "linkage", to delay the
incdependence of Hamibia,

It denounces South Africa's murdercus attacks on the frontline States and
calls on the internaticnal community to intensify its support Zor the
frontline States.

VII. The Conference urges the United Nations and other intergovernmental organizations,
governmants and non-governmental organizations to intensify their efforts
to eliminate discrimination against indicencus peoples and migrant workers.

VIII.The Conference pays tribute to the millions of martyrs in the struccle
against apartheid and racism. It calls on all governrents and organizations
to hanour the renory of the leaders of the oppressed pecnles in their
struggle against apartheid, racism and colonialism, and for peace and
internaticnal co-cperation, and to publicize their contributicns to these
noble causes,

The Conference calls on all covernments which have not yet cdone s0 tc accece
to the International Convention on the Elimination of All Fomms of FRacial
Discriminatiop,thc International Conventicn on the Suppression and Punishment
of the Crire of 2Zpartheid and all other relevant conventions.

IX. Tor the sae of justice and world neace, the Conference urges the entire
nternational comtunity to join its forces to banish racism, racial
c¢iscrimination and apartheid for ever from this eartn.

Therefore the need for action to combat racism is greater than ever.



