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Letter dated 15 July 1983 from the Acting Chairman of the Special 
Committee against Apartheid to the Secretary-General 

I have the honour, on behalf of the Special Committee against Apartheid, to 
transmit herewith the text of the Dzclaration adopted by the International 
Non-Governmental Organizations Conference of Action against Apartheid and Racism, 
held at Geneva from 5 to 8 July 1983. 

The Conference was organized by the Non-Governmental Organizations 
Sub-Committee on Racism, Racial Discrimination, Apartheid and Decolonization, in 
co-operation with the Special Committee against Apartheid. 

On behalf of the Special Committee, I request that the Declaration of the 
Conference be published as a document of the General Assembly under item 32 of the 
provisional agenda, and of the Security Council, and drawn to the attention of the 
Second World Conference for Action against Racism and Racial Discrimination. 

(Signed) Uddhav Dee BHATT 
Acting Chairman of the 

Special Committee against Apartheid 

* A/38/150. 

83-19115 0524r (E) / . . . 
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ANNEX 

Declaration adopted by the International Non-Government Oraanizations 
Conference of Action against Apartheid and Racism, 

held at Geneva from 5 to 8 July 1983 

Its main p-se was to review the situation at tie end of tk Wited 
Nations Decade for Action to Cmbat iracism md kcial Discrimination; to fomulete 
a prcqrm of action for tie eltiinaticn of +mtJwid md racisr; a"d tom& 
a contributicn to tile second riorld Conference for ktion to Cmbat F.xim a"d 
Racial Discrbinztion. 

he Cmfcrenrr was attended bv rem-esentatives of 31 international row 
qvmmmnti orr;anizations, 52 nationti orynizations fm 30 countries of all 
mn+he..ts, and naticnal liberation mats of South ?..frica and Xamibia, aad 
indigenous peoples, rc~resentstiws of 33 qcwxnwnts, tile United E:aticns 
secretar,~-caeral, the Unite? :!ations Swcial Cormittee of 24. the United 
Xations Council for kunibia, the Lvternational Labour Office, tie Or~anizatio.? 
of African Vnity, the ;bn-aligned countries, ad tie League of xrab States 
attended as 0ljserJerj. 

After cliscusicm of the problem of racism as a ~?K&, and sFcia1 mnsidereratior. 
of the problem of apart&id and tie situation in southern Africa, as ~11 ~5 
discrimination aganstmti~enous ~?le.s, t?e conference adopted tie fOllcwln~ 
Dxlaration to be sent to ti2e Second Wxld Confe-me to Cotiat ?acism and 
Facial Discrtiination and to all aqxopriate ied.ks: 

I. =le International i;@J Conference of Txzion against An&eii and ?acisr: 
declares : 

- Pacim is a negation of the principles of t% United xeions CUrter 
and the U"ivErsal[rclaraticmof EumJn Ric$lts. 

- Racism is a weapon to divide and e+loit,people. 

- Padun is a" international crinx ard rust lx elininated. 

- Ap.+heid is a a-he against hwaity and a threat to the rrak?tenana? 
of uGxr"ational peace and security. The interr.ation.4 artit; must 

t&e all necessq ireasures to eradicate ap+YhG!id and entile tie 
pzople of Soukl Africa and Karribia to attax? freedom. 
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II. 

III. 

Iv. 

I' . 

The peoples of the world have r&e enormous sacrifices to eliminate the 
evils of racism 3nd racial discrimination; and build a new world order of 
h-1 equaliti'. 

?Ile past Decaic :ha; seen a vast rxkilization of wxlc?5& public o#nion 
against amrt!~eid and racisnl. The s'aggle for likeration and the 
eliTinati~1 of ayar%tieie and racis:, has intensified and has trade siqificant 
advances. %t tile racists haw not or.ly stepped up their vicious 
resis'dnce to chamje; tiey have cricaz-ked on a mur<eroa5 offensive. 

?prtieid in South Erica not only poses an ever qreater threat tc all t!!e 
;coples in sou',?ez Xrica and to ixtematiorul ;;eaor. !breover, the aggressive 
and brutal character of t3.e systfn o f irst.itu'ionaLizeC racisr!7 in a?artki2 
Soutil Africa se--s to exoura~e the rebirth of racist a3d wo-fascist 
organizatiors and acts in wq; pxt.5 elf tk wrld, p art.icJlarl:r in tile 
Western mrld. 

me Fretoria re+.. i~as not only escalated repression in South Xrica, and 
its wax against tile :Javihian pq&2, it is f2n~a~ in constant acts of 
aggression, destabilization ax2 terrorisn agzu,xt all nei@xxxi.?g SUtcs. 

!\hile the Conferexe notes LYnt the nujoriP( of States have sti:srted tie 
pals of e_2 r2cadc; it egresses CTave concern ',at intimational 
efforts for 5e eli~k~ation of arx&keid and racist? have not ken effective 
Lecause of the negative @icics ar?d actions of ccrLxi.2. govenxe3ts. 

The Conferexe consi&xs it es.5ent.M <~a: t5.e Second kxld Conference for 
Acticn to Cc&at Racisi2 and Pacial Di;criAnation rust succeed in 
revitalising i-itenational action. It nust clearly idmtify the xii7 
obstacles to t5e total erar&icaticn of racisn, racial ciiscririlation and 
aoartheid in tile wxld, and >r+are JT. effective "roqramre of action to 
,rern"e ',iesc obstacles. 

The CoRr.ferexc declares its ~ucon?itional sqprt for tie just stm+e 
of the likration r;ovexnts of soutiem Africa, t+a ixiigenous :eqles and 
',ie rights of d.qrant tmrjsers. 

The Conkzxe Llrqes the United xations, its specialized qencies and oker 
interfp~wn~~ental orqarizations, as ml1 as c~ovcm~~ts, to redouble their 
cffcrts to render all necessary su~~rt to tie national liberatic2 
rcw2mnt.s recqnized by tie 0rgar-i.kition of .Griczn Vnity. 

It ,stresses t3.e need for ,Wl o3-oFeratiAn 'beween 'Uie Mi"zzd 2ations antnd 
non-pve-mmn tal organizatiors, ixludiacJ religious todies, trade ,xions, 
Kmtn and youti organizations, peats 170verents, and ati- aoL'th.eid and 
solxlari:;' Ir3ve~~~~ts. 

I . . 
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VI. 

\TI. 

The conference supx3ti tie United Nations and the Orgmization of African 
Unity in their mnm+ion of the actions of certain ?!estern and other 
countries, as well as transnational mrprations, c;;lic? mnt.inue to 
mllatmrate wit;2 the rxist regim-2 of South Africa. 

It deplores in prticul~r the plicies of tie United States admiaistiation 
hi&, under the pise of "constn~ctive mqa~t", has provided amfort 
ad e~mura~~t to tk apart\eid regire. 

It calls for corp;r&ensiw and mandator] sanctions against the racist 
reghe of South Africa under Cllapter LTI of the Clarter of the Wited Ations. 

The Cmferexc reaffims Cat apartheid is a cri.. against humxit~. 

It opposes all mnmuvres, including the so-called "lirhqe", *a dela;, I;;.e 
independeruze of Xmibia. 

It cknounces South Africa's murderous attacks on tile frontline States and 
calls on tha international IXXEXUCF~ to iVuznsi~ its syprt for the 
frontline States. 

'1Zle Confcrencc urges tik2 United Xations and otter intergoverxrental orqanizatior5, 
govemts and no?-govermental organisations to intensify their efforts 
to elirrinate discrihnation apinst indi~ous ~ples and migrant workers. 

VIII.Tae Conferexe pays tribute to the nillions of martyrs in the struggle 
against a?art&id and racim. It calls on all pnxnmnts and orgtizatiors 
to im..our he m-orj of the 1eacTers of tie opp-essecl ,mples in their 
struggle against qart'lf)id, racism azzd mlonialisr;., and for xxe and 
international. co-o-ration, md to pblicize their nntribu'lcns to these 
noble causes. 

me Confe~renw calls on all cpverrxnts vtich ilam not yet done so tc acc&e 
to the Intenatioml cmwmtion on tie Zltiination 05 ~1 moms of Faxal 
~iscritiation,tix Internatioml Convmtion on t..e SuFqxssion and Pzk&xxz-.t 
0: tk Ci+E of +rtheid and all otter relevant conventions. 

Ix. ror tie sake of jmtice and mrld Face, tk conferexe urges the entire 
intrrnational ammnity to join its forces to banish racism, racial 
dis&hation and aoartkeid for ever from this earth. 

'JhrefOre the need for action to combat racism is qreater !zhn ever. 


