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X. INTRODUCTION

1, By itr rorolution 391141 of 14 Doaembrr  1984, the Qonoral Aaaombly,  through
the Economic and Social Council, roquortod  the Commirrioa on Nwcotic  Drugs to
propare, as a mrttor of priority, a draf t coavonticn  agrinat i l l i c i t  t r a f f i c  i n
narcotic drugs and prgchotropic l ubataaool. Tho Ccmmirrion bogan thir work at its
t h i r t y - f i r r t  losaion, hold from 11 to 20 February 1985,

2. In futhoranco of that roguoat, aad the follow-up motion by the Commiamion  on
Narcotic Drugs and the Economic and Bcaial Council, the Division of Narcotic Drugs
proparaU the i n i t i a l  text o f  8 d r a f t  convoation 8gainat i l l i c i t  t r a f f i c  i n  n a r c o t i c
drugs and paychotropia rubatancra on thr baaia of 14 l lomonta idrntifird by the
Commiarion. The Divirion  later proparod a conrolidatrd working document which
includrd that iaitial  draft, the commonta mado thrrron by Govornmontar  the
doliboraticna  of thr Commirrion on that Craft at its thirty-rocond roraion  in 1987,
a draft preunbulrr part, a motion on the implomontation  moohaniam  and draft final
clauaoa. That working dccumont, which was ciraulatrd to all Qovornmentr  in
April 1987, was oonaidered  at two aoaaiona  of an open-ended intmrgovernmmtal
oxport  group, The l nauiag report of thr oxport group was diatributod to all States.

3, On 7 Docembor  1987, the Qonoral Aaaombly adopted roaoluticn 42/111,  ontitlrd
mOPreparaticn  of a draft  convrntion against  i l l ic i t  traff ic  in aarcotic drugs and
psychotropic aubatanooa*Qr which gavr furthrr inrtructicna for advancing the
prrparation o f  the ocnvention.

4, As the timo available to thr rxport group did not permit  thorough
conaidoration  of all  thr articloa,  including the proamblo, the implrmontation
meaaurra and the final alauaaa,  boforo rubmirrion  to the Commirrion at its tenth
epocial  aoaaion, from 8 to 19 February 1988, the Qenoral  Aasombly roquostrd the
Socrotary-0onoral to consider convoruing b furthrr intorgovorunontal oxpert group
masting for two wooka, immediately prior to that aea~ioxa,  to continue raviaion  of
the working papor on the draft convention against illicit traffic in narcotic drugs
and psychotropic aubatancaa and, if poaaiblo, to roach agroomrnt on the convention,

5. In paragraph 5 of the same rerolutiod, the General Aaammbly  rttqueated the
Commisrion  on Narcotic Drugs, through the Economic and Social Council, “to conaider
a n d ,  i f  poariblr,  approver at its trnth special l sasion, the draft convention
against i l l ic i t  traff ic  in narcotic  drugs and psychotropic ~ubatance~,  and to
prepare recommondationr  on the next measures to be taken with a view to ccncluding
the preparation of the convention, including the poasioility of convening a
plenipotrntiary conforenco  in 1988 for its adoption”.

6. In paragraph 6 of the rraolution, the Secretary-Goner61  was reguoatrd "to make
the nrcrreary adminiatrativr  arrangamonta  for the convrning  of any agreed
plenipotentiary conference in 1988 for the signing of the ccmvention”.

7 . In paragraph 8, the General Assembly furthor rrqurrted the Ircrotary-Goneral
to report  to i t  at  ita forty-third areaion on the implementation  of the
rrsolution, Thr prrront report has torn proparod in compliancr  with that request,
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II. ACTION BY THR ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL
AND THR COMMISSION ON NARCOTIC DRUGS

8. At its crganiaational rearion of 1988, the Economic and Social Council, in ita
decision  1988/120 of 5 February 1988, requested the Commiaaion on Narcotic Drugs,
a t  i t s  tenth s p e c i a l  aeraion, to procerd ,&long the lines set forth in Benoral
Assembly resolution 42/111. The Council furthor requested the Commiaaion  to report
to it at itr firrt regular l oaaion of 1988 on the reaulta achieved.

9. At its tenth special Iroaaion, from 8 to 19 February 1988, the Commiraion on
Narcotic Drugs had before it8

(a) A consolidated working document that included the initial draft
convention proparod by the Division  of Narcotic Druga (including 8 draft preamble,
implementation articles  and f inal  c lauses) , the comments received from Governments
on that draft, and the deliberations of the Cornmiaaion at its thirty-second seaaion~

(b) The report  of the three aeaaiona of the open-ended intergovernmental
oxpert group, from 29 June to 10 July 198?, from 5 to 16 October 1987 and from
25 January to 5 February 1988, and the roviaed text of the articlaa that the expert
group had completed  at thoao aesaionar

(c) A summary of commontr  received from Govermenta  on the expert group’6
rewiaed draft torts1

(6) A background noto by the Socrotariat  doacribing progress in the
preparation of the new convention.

Following consideration  of the draft convention, the Commission approved draft
resolution I ,  which recommended  m~aaurea  to further the preparation of  the draft
convention, for aubmiaaion to the Economic and Social Council at itr firat regular
session  of 1988.

10. On 25 May 1988, the Economic and Social Council adopted the draft roaolution
as resolution 198818, entit led “Preparation of  an international  convention against
i l l i c i t  t r a f f i c  i n  n a r c o t i c  d r u g s  a n d  psychotropic  subatancer”. The C o u n c i l
requested the Secretary-General to transmit the relevant parts of the rrpr, k- of the
Commission on Narcotics Drugs on ita tenth special session, “with any relevant
annexes and ruch background documentation considered pertinent, to all States, the
spetcialiaed  agencies, the International Narcotica Control Board and thr
International Criminal Police OrgaiAzation  and other interested intergovernmental
organiaationa”. The Council also decided to convene “a conferonco  of
plenipotentiarieo  for the adoption of  a  convention against i l l ic i t  traff ic  in
narcotic drugs and psychotropic  substances”, In decision  1988/120  of 25 May 1988,
the Council decided that the conference should be held at Vienna from 25 November
to 20 December 1988.

/ . . I
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11, In its resolution 1988/S,  the Economic and SoaiR Cuuncil  further decided to
convene “a review group for the acnference to meet for a prriod of up to two woeka,
preferably at Vionnr, not later than mid-Juno 1988”. The reviow group was
instructed to review the draft  texts of articlea 1  to 6 referred to  i t  by the
Commiaaion with a view to submitting them to the plenipotentiary confermoo. In
addition, the group might reviow the remaining rrticlra and related draft texts
with a view  to making those changoa neceaaary to l chiovo overall conaiatency in the
draft  text of  thr ccnvontion to be submitted to the plonipoteatiary  conferoace.
The review group was also “to conaider  organisational  mattora relating t o  t h e
confrronce and the draft provisional ruloa of procrdure  to be propared  by the
Secretary-General”.

12. The Economic and Social Council also regueated the Secretary-Qonoralr

(a )  To  inv i t e  to  par t i c ipa te  in  the  conference and the meet ing  of  the roviaw
group:

(1) A l l  Stateat

( i i )  Specialised agencies and intergovernmental  organiaationa intrreated in
the matter, with the same rights as they have at l eaaiona of the Economic
and Social Councilr

(i i i )  The International  Narcotica Control  Board, with the same rights as it has
at l oaaiona of the Economic and Social Council)

(b) To transmit  immediately  after the meeting of the review group the draft
text of the convention and related documonta to all States and other intereated
partiaar

(c) To prepare provisional rules of procedure for the conferences

(d) To provide summary recorda  for the conference an& its committoer,

I I I . ACTION BY THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

13. The Secretary-General convened a third meeting of the open-ended
intergovernmental expert group immmediately  prior to the tenth special aeaaion of
the Commiaaion on Narcotic Druga held at Vienna from 25 January to 5 February 1988.

14, Further to paragraph 5 of reaolution 421111,  which had given riae to specific
inatructiona from the Economic and Social Council, the Secretary-General organiaed
the meeting of a review group at Vienna from 27 June to 8 July 1988, The revised
draft text of the convention and related documenta, conta ined  in  i t s  report ,  11 wan
transmitted to all States and other interested parties under cover of a note dated
16 August 1988.
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15. Following consideration  of organiaational mattera relating to the conferrnce
on the baaia of documents prepared by the Sacrotary-Qeneral, the review group
decided to transmit to the conference the draft provisional agenda, a/ the draft
proviaional rulea of procedure, a/ and a note on the organisation of the
conf errnce . 4/

16. The Secretary-Genrral has made the necoaaary administrative arrangementa for
convening thr conferonco  for  the s igning of the convention, to  bo held from
25 November to 20 December 1988 at the Hofburg Congroaa  Centre, Vienna, As
requrated in paragraph 10 of Economic and Social Council roaolution  198818 and its
decirion  198W120  of 25 May 1988, invitationa wero iaaued on 26 August 1988.

17. In accordance with Economic and Social Council decision  19881159 of
26 July 1988, the conference will be preceded by one day of pre-conference
conaultationa at the Vienna International Centre, on 23 November 1988,

18. The Secretary-General has deaignated the Director-General of thr United
Nations Office at Vienna and Co-ordinator of all Unitad  Nations Drug
Control-related Activit ies  as  his  repreaentative for the plenipotentiary conference
and the Director of the Division of Narcotic Drug8 an executive aocrrtary of the
conference.

11 E/CONF.82/3.

21 E/CONF.82/1.

21 E/CONF.82/2.

P/ EICONF. 82/4.


