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Non-use of nuclear_weapons and prevention of nuclear war
The _General Assembly,

Recalling that, in accordance wth paragraph 20 of the Final Document of the
Tenth Special Session of the General Assenbly, 1/ the first special session devoted
to disarmanment, effective measures of nuclear disarmanent and the prevention of
nucl ear war have the highest priority and that this commtnent was reaffirned by
the Assenbly at its twelfth special session, the second special session devoted to
di sar mament,

Recallinj also that, in paragraph 58 of the Final Docunent, it is stated that
all States, in particular nuclear-weapon States, should consider as soon as
possi bl e varivus proposal s designed to secure the avoidance of the use of nuclear
weapons, vhe prevention of nuclear war and related objectives, where possible
thrnugh in*erunational agreenent, and thereby ensure that the survival of mankind is
not endang-..d,

Recalling further that at its fifteenth special session, the third special
session devoted to disarmanment, it was generally rccognized that the prevention of

1/ Resol ution S-1012.
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nuclear War was of utnost concern and that specific efforts, bilateral, regional or
multilateral, should be vigorously pursued and measures should be strengthened to
reduce and ultimately @liminate the risk of nuclear war,

Reaffirming that the nuclear-weapon States have the primary responsibility for
nuclear disarmament and for undertaking measures aimed at preventing the outbreak
of nuclear war,

Welgoming measures taken by the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics and the
United States of America to reduce the risk of nuclear war,

Stregsing that a nuclear war cannot be won and must never be fought,

Recalling that, in the Political Declaration adopted at the Eighth Conference
of Heads of State or Government of Non-Aligned Countries, held at Harare from 1 to
6 September 1986, all nuclear-weapon States were called upon to enter early into an
internationally binding commitment not to be the first to use or threaten to use
nuclear weapons, 2/

Emphasizing that, for the sake of international peace and security, military
concepts and doctrines must be of a strictly defensive character,

1. Congiderg that the solemn declarations by two nuclear-weapon states made
or reiterated at the twel fth special session of the General. Assembly, concerning
their respective obligations not to be the first to use nuclear weapons, offer an
important avenue to decrease the danger of nuclear war;

2. Expresses the hong that those nuclear-weapon States that have not yet
done so would consider making similar declarations with res; .ct to not being thu
first to use nuclear weaponsr

3. Requests the Conference on Disarmament to commence negotiations on the
item “Prevention of nuclear war” of its agenda and to consider, inter alia, the
el aboration of an international instrument of a legally binding character laying
down the obligation not to be the first. to usQ nuclear weapons;

4. Degides to include in the provisional agenda of its forty-fourth session
the item entitled "Non-use of nuclear weapons and prevention of nuclear war".

2/ See A/41/697-S/18392, annex, sect. |, para. 47.




