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Letter dated 8 November 1955 from the Director of the International
Bureau of the Universal Postal Union to the Under-Secretary for
Trusteeship and Information from Non-Self-Governing

o Territories

‘ Note by the Secretary-Genersl: In accordence with
“the decision of the Fourth Committee taken at its

.- 510th meeting on 15 November 1955, the following
letter is circulated for the information of members
of the Committee. :

Berne, 8 November 1955

I bavevthé honour to ackﬁowledge receipt of the telegram you sent me on
8 November:1955 éoncernihg'the listing of the Territory of South West Afriea,
and, in reply, to infofmnyou:as follows: s S '

.Asvyou‘will cbserve from thé introduction to our Bulletin 19 of 1954, to
which yﬁu refer, the chénge nade iﬁ the listing of the Territory of South West
Africa was due to & communicetion trensmitted to us by the Postal Administration
of the Union of South Africa. - '

In this connexioﬁ,vif is the rule in the Postal Union that every member
country itself specifies the name undér which it or its dependent tefritdries
are to appear in the verious documents which we publish, provided that the name

chosen is not at variance with decisions teken at o Congress of the Union.
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In the case of the Territory of Soutih West Africa, the Inteirnationel Bureau
complied with this practice, firet, because the new listing regquested by the
South African Postal Administration was not at variance with o decision taken by
an organ of the Universal Postal Union, and, secondly, because this new listing,
which does not specify the legal bond in virtue of which South Africa adminlsterg
the sald Territory, is such as to cover all cases of Non~8elf-Governing
EErritorieé, whether Trust, Mandated or other.

Tn this connexion I venture to point out to you that, in response to a
proposal made by the Secretory-General of the United Natilons to the Brussels
Congress in 1952, and referred to the Executive and Linison Coamittee for study,
that Committee decilded at its seésion of May 1955, at which the United Nuﬁions
was represented by an Observer, to submit to the Universal Postal Congress to
be held at Ottava in 1957 proposals to amend the titles of articles b und 5
and the text of article 5 of the'Uhiversal Postal Convention of Brussels in such
o manner as to incorporate therein a terminology more in keeping then the
existing titles and ftext with the terminology used in the Charter and the
principal organs of the United Nations.

Under the terminology proposed by the Executive and Linison Comnlttee,
the terms "ecolonies, protectorates, territories under suzerainty, wandate, or
trusteeship” would be replaced by the general expression "Territories whose
international relations are assured by a member country", this expression being
based on the suggestioﬁs made to the Universal Pogtal Union by the United Natilons.

Having regard to the foregoing considerations, I venture to believe that
you will agree with me thet no error has occurred in the form in which we
refer to the Territory of South West Africa in this Union's publicantions,
and that, accordiﬁgly, no correction 1s needed.

(Signed) (illegible)

The Director
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