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CIVIL AND POLITICAL RIGHTS, INCLUDING THE QUESTIONS OF: 
TORTURE AND DETENTION 

 
Letter dated 16 December 2002 from the Chairman-Rapporteur 

            of the Working Group on Arbitrary Detention addressed to the 
Chairperson of the Commission on Human Rights 

 
 I would like to refer to the attached letter dated 11 December 2002∗ from the Permanent 
Representative of Australia to the United Nations Office at Geneva.  As you can appreciate, the 
Permanent Representative of Australia is formally requesting that his Government’s comments* 
(also attached) to the report by the Working Group on Arbitrary Detention on its visit to 
Australia (E/CN.4/2003/8/Add.2), as well as my letter to him dated 3 December 2002,* be 
published as an official document of the Commission on Human Rights at its fifty-ninth session. 
 
 The Permanent Representative of Australia considers his request necessary, in order to 
ensure that the information before the Commission is appropriately balanced.  I would appreciate 
if you could do the necessary for the attached documents to be published as an official document 
of the fifty-ninth session of the Commission on Human Rights under agenda item 11 (a). 
 
 (Signed): Louis JOINET 
  Chairman-Rapporteur 
  Working Group on Arbitrary Detention 
 
 
 
 
                                                 
*  Reproduced in the annexes as received, in the language of submission only. 
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