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United Nations Nations Unies 

19 June L947 

Mr. Chairman: 

At the request of the delegate of Australia, the President of the 

Security Council bogs the Chairman of the Military Staff Conmittee to let him 

know urgently, and if possible before the next meeting of the Security 

Council (Friday, 20 June): I... 
?It 

(1) !the '~15~y Staff Committee's interpretation of Articlee5:and .6 

of the-repoti.of the Military Staff Committee to the Sectity Council: 

on the organization of the armed forces of the.Nnnited Natior~;.- - :. i 

(2)'The action at present being taken-bythe Military.Staff Coattee 

%connection with the estimate of the tiverall strength i;,&the armed 

forces made available to the Security.Council. ..̂  

.,:- 

. 

:. (signed) A. PPRODI /:.. 
President of the Security Council 

'I 

. . . . .. -. 
19 June 1947 

Mr. chairmsn: 

I have the honour to communicate to you below an extract from the 

verbatim record of the lk2nd meeting of the Security Council held at 

L&e Success on Wednesday, 18 June 1947 (S/P.V./lkZ, page 52). 

"The delegate of Australia: 'My question is........: Is the 

Militkry Staff Committee giving consideration or will 'it give 

consideration to agreed articlea unless there is a direction 

from this Council? 

f “Tne *es ident: 

-  .  
_ .  . . e  
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: 
"The President: As I pointed out, the quest:on has now been 

asked and a reply will be forthcoming, possibly at our next 

meeting." 

I should be obliged if you would let me have a reply to the 

questions cf thd delegate of Ausb., '-alia as soon'as possible, if 

possible by Friday, 20 June. 

(sirned) A. PARODI 

President of the Security Council 

, 
- 

i:... _’ _:. ,; 19 June 194-j' 

Sir, 

In reply to your letter of 19 June requesting a reply to the 

questions posed by the AustraMan-Delegate at the 142~3 zneettig of 

the Security Council, 18 Jung 1947, as indicated in S/pV/lk?, page 92, 

I have the honor to submit the following: 

.:_i._.. . . . . 

._ .__:. 

First, the Military Staff Coxaittee is net now reconsidering 

the word&g or meaning of agreed articles of the Gsnsral Principles, 

end second, the Military Staff Comuittee has no present intention 

of reconsidering any.of the agreed articles of the General Principles 

without specific direction to that effect from the Security Council. 

Respectfully yours, 

JC=EPR T " . WcNARNEY I 
General, CSAAF, : 

Chairman, , 
Military Staff Committee. 

. 120 June 1947, 



: . . . 

:- .;. .- ._:. 

Sir, 

. 20 Juno 1947 

in reply to your letter of 15 JWB 1947, I have the honcr to 

inform you that at the 47th maetn 4 g of the Military Staff Comm",ttse, 

on 20 Jun61947, the Chinese, French, U.K. and U.S. Dolegaticns 

agraed to the following replies to-your two questions: 

a. (1) Article 5 is an article px-taining to the overall 

strength of all the forces to be made available to the Security 

Council in the special agreements and not to the size of any 

Torcen that may be called upon for'action in any specific 

operation. It must be considered in connection with the other 

articles in Chapter III, Overall Strength of Armed Forces. 

Actually, this article states but one of the factors which the 

Military Staff Committae believes should be taken into 

consideration in estimating the overall strength of the forces 

which should be made available to the Security Council by Member 

Nations in accordance with the special agrocmegte under 

Article 43 of the Charter. 

(7) Article 6 also states a factor which the Military 

Staff Committee believes should be taken into ccnsideration 

in estimating the overall strength of the forces which should 

be ?~de available to the Security C;)uncil by Member Nations in 

accordance with the special agreements under Article 43 of the 

Charter. It signnifies that while they shall be of a strength 

sufficient to enable the Securitg Council to take prompt action 

in any part of the world for th, - maintenarxe or the restoration 

of international I;eace and security as envisaged in Article 42 

of the Charter, they shall not be unlimited. 
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b -* The Military Staff Committee subconmittee on Overall 

Streng:h and Composition has been conducting informal discussions 

for approxtitely three weeks. During these discussions two 

methods of apprcaching the problem of estimating Overall Strength 

and Ccmpcsition have been suggested. These methods are presently 

under consideration by the several Delegations. The Subcommittee 

on Overell Strength and Ccmpoaition in its terms of reference 

from the Military Staff Committee was directed to report its 

pragress to the Military Staff Committee by 30 June 1947. 

The U.S.S.R. Delegation was not prepared to teke part in the 

discussions at which the above answers were agreed by the other four 

Delegations, since the U.S.S.R. Delegation stated that it did net 

consider that your letter was conveying decisions of the Security 

&uncil as a whole, which they regarded as essential. 

The other fcur Delegations accepted the ruling of the Chairman 

that the matter was one of procedure and not of substance and 

therefore that ~iscu3sictn shoti& proceed. The U.S.S.R. Deiegation 

thereupon withdrew. 

Resoectf.iLl$ rours > 

JOSE?3 T. McNARI'lRY, 
General., USAAP, 
Chairman, 
Military Staff Ccmmittee 

-A. Parodi, 
President of the Security Council, 
United Rations, 
La.ke Success, New York. 


