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LETTER FROM THE CIATRMAV OF THE COMMISSION OF INVESTIGATION
CONCERNING GF FEX FRONTTER INCITENTS TO THE PRESIDENT OF
THE SECURT Y COUNCIL DATED 17 JULY 1gk7 CONCERNING
ALLEGID INCIDENTS AT SARANDAFOROS AND BANTIA

July 17th, 1947
8ir,

T have the }onour to trensmit, for the informetion of members of
the Security Coincil, the telegram received on July 17th 1947, from the
Cheirman of the Subsidiary Group concerning the investigation of the
alleged incidents at SaArandaporos and Bania on the Greco-Albanien
border,

T have the honour to be,
Sir,

Your obedient servant

(s1gned) Z. Gawrak

Z. Gawrzsk,
e e Chairman of the Commission

Dr. Oscar Lange,
President of the Security Council,
Lake Success.
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COMMISSION OF INVESTIGATION CONCERNING GREEXK FRONTIER 1NCIDEN1S

TELEGRAM FROM TEE CHAIRMAN CF THE SUSSIDIARY GROUP TO THE CEAIRMAN
OF THE COMMISSION RECEIVED 17 JULY 1gh7

I have honour informing you that Subsidiary Group had requested

ansyer before 15 July to following telegram sent to Albanian Government

on 5 July about Sarsndaporos alleged incident ard that no reply received

to date.

"Subsidiary Group of Cemmlssion of Investigetion of Greek
Frontier Incidents has begun investigation of an incidsnt brought to
its attenticn by Greek Government and alleg(;d to have occurred on
Greco-Albanian frontier., In comnection with this incident described(
as Serandeporos Bania incident it is allsged (1) that on night of
19/20 i{ay 1947 a band of about 35 Greek guerrillias pursued by units
of Greek Avmy entersd Albanis from Greece {2) that crossing of
frontier was effected by fording Sarandaporos River st a point between
Greok viliages of Dervent and Kalovriei {3) tha'i; after cromsing
frontier band encountered Albanian frontier patrol which gnided

guerillas to a point on Albanian territory in vicinity of Albenien

frontier post Eanjae Kouwlkesit (4) that bend remeined et this spot

throughout day 20 My (5) thet during day 20 Mey bend was supplied
with food and cigarettes by Altanian soldier from frontier post Banjae
Koukesit (4) that during dey 2C Mey 3 lemders of bafxd visited froﬁtier
post Banjae Koukesit and made contact with Albanian guarrison there

as well as with an Albanian offlcer who also visited guerilla camp

(7) that on night of 20/21 May bend guided by members of garrison of
frontier post Banjae Koukesit moved on Albanilan territory in direction

Jof Albanian
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of Albanian villege Dadat (8) that at a point between Redat end
Greco-Alvanian frontier band rested in fields allegedly belonging

te an Albaniun newted Alikos where they were given food (9) that

early on 21 Moy bend was led by same Albanian soldiers to a spot

nesr Greco-flbanian frontier {10) that band then crossed Greco-Albanian
frentier at a point opposite Greek viilage Amarandos (11) that on
evening 21 May band sgain crossed frontier into Albanian territory

ard moving north again crossed frontier in to Greek tevritory at point
between Greek villages Vourbleni and Plikati,

Subsidiayy Group congiders that in order to muke conplete

investigation of alleged incident it will be nacca~:ivy Tor

_Subsidiary Group to extend its investigation tc tolh s les of the
Gret_:o-Albania.g frentier, -Subsidiary Group recuests thercfore the
fullest co-operaticn of the Albenixn Gpvernmeﬁt in order to aggure
~both completeness and impartiality of -the investigation, Subaidiary
Group believes that co-operaticn and adminigtrative arracgemente between
Subgidiary Group and.Aldbanian Government in cecnnestlon proposed
investigation would be greatly facilitated i? AlLe:aan Covernment
could send gualified representaiive Salonita for cuniciiziion sconest.

Subgidiary Group desires to enter Albanie at iro7ier post

Enkevia cn or after 17 July. Subsidiary Group willi despatch telegram
to Albanisn Goveraront three days prior to cxect date of arrival at '
frontier post Rekeviz, Subsidiary Group thervfore reguesits Albanlan
Government to igsue necessary instructions to ensure that on Subéidiary
Greups arrival at fromtier post Kakevia it will find tkat preparations
bave been made to facilitate (1) its.-crossing of frontier (2)
interrogation of witnesses referred to below and (3) investigation of
“terrain inm Altenian territory in following areas (&) area within radiue
of five kilcmeters of frentier pdst Banjae Koukesit (b) erea between
Albanian villege Bedat (inclusive) and Greco-Albanian frontier (¢} such

other places or localities as Subsidiary Group mey lator in course of
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ncaring evidence consider necessary for a complete investicaticn,
Altanien Govermment preparations should include necessery arrangements for
trensrovtation lodaing end feeding'the Subsidiary— Group durinz its eter in
Albznlan territory and such other arransements as are necessary fully to
facilitate Subsldisry Groups work., Albanian Govermment is further

requested to be prerared to present such witnesaes in connecticn with

- Sexrsndaporgs Banla incident as Subsidiary Group wishes to hear 1ncl'-.zdirig

8ll mwembers of garriscn of frontier post Banjee Koulesit who were on duty
on 19, 20, 21 Mey also men knowvn as Alikos mentioned above as owing fields
between Radat villege ard Greco-Albanien frontier. Subsidiary Group
rropoges to bring with it for kesring in Aldania the following %wo Greex
witresses Nitsotolis Kirialcs end Mines Tllas.

Albenian Government is invited to present such evidence and produce
such witnesses as it may deem deairable in ‘connection with Sarandaporos
Panla incident.

Coples of 211 documentation submitted by Greek Government zg weil as
list of delegaticns members of Secretariat press Greek witnesses snd other
vexrsons who will accompany Subsidlary Group will 'bé forwarded by Suvsidlary
Group courisr who will arrive at frontier pest Kalavia 7 July. Albanian
frortier authorities at that post should be inssructed to- eccept documents
on that date for gquickest possible transmission to Altanian Goverm:enf.

Sutsidisry Group invites corments of Albanian Govermment cn ebove
Trogramme and vegquests that proposals of Albanian Government regerding
itirersry time table and hearings in Albanla be ccmmunicated in time to
reach Subgildiery Group at Salonika before 15 July. Subsidiary Group
reguest favour of an immediate reply. Signed Chriatopher'malkias,'

Actirg Chairmen, Subsidlary Group".

I further inform you that Groups courler sent to Greco-Altanian froptisr

pest of Kalavia to deliver envelope documents concerning Sarandaperos frontier

inelicat valnly attempted to do so several times from Monday 7 July at 17C0

D o SO © MY SUN TN S S
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"Or. Mor.day T July 1947 at 17GC hours I arrived together with &n
interpretez- at Gr"cc»Albania.u frontier 'ooct Lakavia for purpose of
delivering t.o the officer in cnarue of Albhanian post envelope centaining
documents concerning the uarandaporos (Ba.nia) frontier incident, Five
Altenian soldlers were étamling on thair side of the fromtier on hill
overl‘v;)cking Greek. post, Deﬁth of hill upon vhich Alba.nians starding ves
gbout T5 éeet high‘ and. 50 yarda av;ayAfrom frontier barrier. I inetructed
intarp.re;er.to shout to Albenian soldiers I was a courier of Sibsidiary
Group frem Salonika axd I desired to speak to Officer in charre cf their
post. No reply ves received, Simllar attemnts to establish contact
were rade until eventué.lly Altenien soldier came to within sbout 10 yards
of where. I ves starding, Whereupon I through interpreter took opportunity
of e::plaining to him purpese of my vigit end requested that he qall his
officer. Hls enly reply was 'mo'. FHe then walked eway. One further

- effort wag made at 1915 hours to establish cortact with officer in charge
cf post but the reply was 'Get into your cer emnd return to the place you
have come from’ . T assumed that no instructions had been received by
fro;.ztisr .];ost frc:m-'l’i;rana hence reluctance of officer to ccue to frontier
i:mier to speek to hxe. Therefore further efforits to esteblish contact
that evening would héve teen futile so I decided to return to Yamnina, On
Tuesday 8 July at 13C0 hours I received telephonic instructions from
Prmcipal Secretary not to return to frontier until afternoon of
VYedregday 9 Jul:'. T arrived at frontier tost at 1630 hours on 9 July.
A.gaﬁ I shouted to Altaniean soidiers one of whom appeered to be an
cfficer prc;ba‘cly a Znd Lieuterent, my missicn and requested to
sreak tovaﬁcer in chafge of post. The answer wes 'mo'. I then inguired
whether or not instructions bed been received from Tirema to eccept
decurents but agein ansver was 'no', Replies came frem person presumed by
Te to be Officer. Orme last effert to deliver documents wes mede at 173G
Lours. Again 1t was the Officer who spoke and 21l he sald was 'if 3:'01.1
went the documents to go to Tirane tzke the frontier barrier down walk

- .
there and deliver them personally'!. At 1740 hours I returned to Yannins
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ané dispatched the following cable addressed to Principal Secretary

"Altanian pogt states no inssructlons received from Tirana end

categorically refuse accept documents returning Salonike approximately

1100 hours Thursdart”,

I further inform rou that Oreek Government brovght to attention
Subgidiery Groupd 13 July new frontier incident described ag follows by Greek
Liaison Representative in kis letter 344 of 13 July "I have honour %o bring
your attention thei according information recsived from my government
detachuents of "international brigade" coming from Albania have invaded tcday'
the Greek territory in the divection of City of Konitsa.

These detachments in close co-operation with armed bandits have blown up
.‘bridge of Bourazan in Region of Konitsa and have mede contact with our troops.
The city of Komitsa is threatened." At its 59th meeting held on 13 Jul; Group
decided to sezd on the spol team composed of delegates for Ausiralis,

Unlted States, Soviet Union to investigate develepment of new situation and to

report to Group. Telegates for Byazil and Syria have also Jolned investigating

S e

team, No infomgticxx recelved to date from teanm.

Commardant Ecussa, Actirg Chalrman of Subsidiary Group.
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