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Annex

Report of Ms. Hina Jilani, Special Representative of the Secretary-General on
human rights defenders, on her mission to Kyrgyzstan (30 July-4 August 2001)

CONTENTS
Paragraphs Page

INEFOTUCTION ... e 1-7 5
[. CONTEXT OF THE MISSION ......coiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e, 8-12 6
[1. BACKGROUND INFORMATION .....ccoouiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeie e 13- 64 7
Al GENENAL.....coo s 13- 33 7

B. Legal framework ..........ccooviiiiiiiiiiii e 34 -64 11

1. MAIN FINDINGS AND CONCERNS...........ooiiiiiiieieii, 65 - 155 17
A. Themediaand journalistS...........ccccuvvviiiiieeeeneeeeiiiinn, 65 - 88 17

B. Human rights organizations............cccccceviiiiiiiniiininnnnnn. 89 - 106 21

C.  YOUth groups........ccvviiiiiiieeeieeee e 107 - 111 25

D. Environmental aCtiVistS.........cccovvvveiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiieeeeee, 112 - 113 26

E.  CONCIUSIONS......oiiiiiiiiiiiiiiie e 114 - 155 27

[V. CONCLUDING OBSERVATIONS. ...t 156 - 169 35
V. RECOMMENDATIONS ... 170- 178 37

Appendix: Persons with whom the Special Representative

MeEt dUring Ner VISIT .....cooiiiiiiice e 39



E/CN.4/2002/106/Add.1
Page 36

V. RECOMMENDATIONS

170. On the basis of the observations and concerns set out in the previous section, the Special
Representative would like to offer the following recommendations for consideration by the
Government. In view of the open and constructive exchanges of views that took place during her
visit, the Special Representative is convinced that these recommendations will be received in a
spirit of shared commitment to strengthening the promotion and protection of human rights, and
in particular the rights of human rights defenders.

171. The Special Representative urges the Government to review restrictions imposed by laws
and regulations on the freedoms of assembly, association and expression and to bring them into
conformity with the spirit of the Constitution and the obligations of Kyrgyzstan under
international human rights law. The laws on libel and defamation should, in particular, be
reformed to eliminate the possibility of such laws being applied to curb the freedom of the press.

172. The Special Representative strongly urges the Government of Kyrgyzstan to ensure that
the legislative reforms under consideration reinforce guarantees for the protection of human
rights and provide for the establishment of effective mechanisms for their implementation.
Specific provision in the mandate of the Ombudsman for protection of human rights defenders
should be seriously considered.

173. In order to improve the environment for the work of human rights defenders, a dialogue
between the Government and civil society should be initiated and measures should be taken to
build mutual trust and respect. A positive step in this direction would be the withdrawal of cases
against human rights defenders.

174. The Special Representative strongly urges the Government to investigate violations
committed against human rights defenders and to bring the responsible parties to justice.
Complaints of harassment of human rights defenders must receive a prompt response and
adequate measures for their safety should be taken. In this regard, the Special Representative
urges the special unit within the Office of the General Procurator to investigate cases of abuse of
human rights defenders committed by law enforcement and security services and to make the
results of the investigation known. Public officials found to be responsible for such actions
should be prosecuted in order that the growing tendency of these officials to intimidate human
rights defenders may be effectively deterred.

175. The Special Representative urges the Government to respect the right of citizens to hold
peaceful demonstrations and assemblies and to adhere to international standards on the use of
force against demonstrators.

176. It is recommended that the Government strengthen its institutions; this should be a
priority on the agenda of reform. Steps for building public confidence in the independence of the
judiciary are critical for the legislative framework in order to make a positive impact on the
situation of human rights in the country, and to provide better protection to human rights
defenders.

177. The training of persons involved in the administration of justice as well as training of
government officials could improve the judicial and administrative systems. The Special

e rrean e A

L




E/CN.4/2002/106/Add.1
Page 37

Representative encourages the Government to undertake such training, which can also be a part
of technical cooperation sought through the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights.

178.  Finally, the Special Representative urges the Government to adopt appropriate measures
to disseminate widely and ensure full observance of the Declaration on Human Rights
Defenders. The Declaration, as well as all other human rights standards, should in particular be
made available to schools and institutions of higher education. Students and academics should
be encouraged to undertake human rights projects.
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Appendix
Persons with whom the Special Representative met during her visit
Officials
Mr. Osmonakun Ibraimov, State Secretary of Kyrgyzstan;

Mr. Askar Aitmatov, Adviser to the President of the Kyrgyz Republic on
International Affairs;

Ms. Rosa K. Aknazarova, Minister of Labour and Social Protection;
Mr. Arabaev Cholponkul Isaevich, First Deputy Minister of Justice;
Mr. C. Dubanaev, First Deputy Minister of the Interior,

Mr. Januzakov, Chairman of the Security Service, Minister of National
Security;

Mr. Tchubak Abyshkaev, General Prosecutor of Kyrgyzstan;
Ms. Cholpon T. Baekova, Chairperson of the Constitutional Court;
Ms. K. Aknazarova, Deputy Chief of the Supreme Court;
Mr. Naken Kasiev, Governor of Osh oblast;

~Ms. Oksana Malevania, Chairman of the Commission on Human Rights of
Kyrgyzstan;

Talant Mambetov, Chief of the Department of International Affairs of the
Constitutional Court;

Mr. Evgueni Kablukov, Head of the United Nations Division of the Ministry
for Foreign Affairs;

Nuran S. Niyazaliev, Attaché, Western Countries Department, Ministry for
Foreign Affairs;

Mr. B. Ishimov, Head of the Academy of the Ministry of Interior.
International organizations and diplomatic community
Mr. Ercan Murat, Resident Representative and United Nations Resident Coordinator;
Mr. Yuri Misnikov, UNDP Deputy Resident Representative;
Ms. Katarina Szecsi Asbrink, Assistant to the Resident Coordinator;
Mr. Richard Young, UNICEF Assistant Representative;
Ms. Kakoli Ray, IOM Chief of Mission;
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Dr. Isabelle Mihoubi, UNHCR, Senior Regional Legal Adviser;

Mr. Nikolai Melenewski, Director, OSCE Osh;

Ms. Kathleen Samuels, OSCE Political/Human Dimension Officer;

Mykola Melenevsky, OSCE Economy/Ecology Officer;

Ms. Heike Gabriel, Chargé d’affaires of the German Embassy;

Mr. Peter Ekstrom, Chargé d’affaires of the United States Embassy.
Non-governmental organizations

Civil and political rights: Ms. Tolekan Ismailova, President of the Coalition
for Democracy and Civil Society; Mr. Abdraham Usupbaev, Chairman of the
Kyrgyz Committee for Human Rights; Mr. Noomagan Arkabaev, Coordinator of the
Kyrgyz Committee for Human Rights; Mr. Korgoldoev; Ms. Natalia Ablova,
President of the Kyrgyz-American Bureau on Human Rights and the Rule of Law;
Chairman of the Council of Elders; Chairman of the Auditing Commission; Mr.
Bahadir Ahmedov, Chairman of the Committee for Protection of Muslims’ Rights;
Mr. Valery Uleev, Director-Coordinator of Human Rights Justice; Mr. Ghazi,
representative of the International Crisis Group; Amnesty International Group of the
American University; Mr. Aldarov, Deputy President of the Human Rights
Movement of Kyrgyzstan; Mr. Sergey Ryspekov, Director of the National Council of
Development; Mr. Igor Varenikov, Chairman of the Bishkek Helsinki Group; Mr.
Erich Brainich, Director of Mercy Corps; Ms. Azizulla Gaziev and Saniya
Sagnaeva, political analysts of the International Crisis Group; Mr. Bootaliev,
Kyrgyz Committee; Mr. Eliseev, Kyrgyz Committee;

Economic, social and cultural rights: Mr. Fomenko, President of the Public
Association for Social Protection of the Population; Ms. Umetalieva Toktaim,
Chairperson, Board of the Non-Governmental and Non-Commercial Organizations’
Association; Ms. Gulnara Mamutbetova, member of the Non-Governmental and
Non-Commercial Organizations’ Association;

Right to environment and peace: Ms. Kalia Moldogazieva, Director of Tree
of Life; Ms. Chinara Jakypova, Director of the Institute for War and Peace
Reporting;

Youth: Ms. Maria Lisitsyna, Chairwoman of the Youth Human Rights
Group; Mr. Dmitry Kabak, Programme Coordinator of the Youth Human Rights
Group;

Women: Ms. Zamira Akbagysheva, President of the Women’s Congress of
Kyrgyzstan; Ms. Dshamilja Alymbekova, Director of UMUT; Ms. Alexandra
Eliserenko, Director of CHANS; Ms. Asiya Sasykbaeva, Director of Interbilim;
SEZIM;
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Refugees: Mr. Rozmukhamet A. Abdulbakiev, Chairman of the Uigur
Society of the Kyrgyz Republic (ITTIPAK); representatives from Tajikistan,
Afghanistan and Chechnya.

Academics
Ms. Bolchurova Ishengul, Rector of the Humanitarian University of Kyrgyzstan.
Media professionals

Mr. Ernes Nurdinov, journalist; Mr. Christoph Schuepp, Country Director of
Internews; Mr. Victor Zapolski from Delo No; Mr. A. Kim from Maja Stolizia;
Mr. Alisher Khamidov, Executive Director of the Media Resource Center in Osh;
Res Publica.

Political parties

Mr. Emil Aliev, Chair of Ar Namy’s; Mr. Victor Chernomovets, deputy
leader of the Democratic Movement of Kyrgyzstan.

Jurists

Mr. Urmat Sovetov, jurist; Ms. Liubov Ivanova, lawyer; Mr. Ravshan
Gapirov, lawyer; Mr. Mamudov, lawyer; Mr. Maychiev Shamaral, President-elect
and member of the board of the American Bar Association; Mr. Azamat Kerimbaev,
staff attorney of the American Bar Association; Mr. Stuart Kahn, Rule of Law
Liaison of the American Bar Association; President of the Kyrgyz Bar Association.

Trade unionists

Mr. Sagyn Bozgunbaev, President of the Federation of Trade Unions.




