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ANNEX

Statement by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the German Democratic
Republic on the implementation of the United Nations Programme of Action
for African Economic Recovery and Development 1986-1990

1, Thre German Democratic Republic commends the efforts of

the African States and the contribution of the United Nations
aiced at redressing the critical economic situation in Africa
in conformity with the United Nations Programme of Action for
African Economic Recovery and Development 1986-1990 (UNPAAERD),
Docu=ent A/RES/S-13/2, adopted by the United Nations General
Assecbly at its 13th special session. That Programme stakes

out the lines for national action of African States and for
tarjeted co-operation between the African and other Member
Stztes of the United Nations to combat the economic emergency
situation in a number of African countries and to advance
overall socio-economic development in Africa. It has to be
noted though that little progress has so far been made in

the implementation of UNPAAERD. The heavy burden of Africa's
colonial past continues to have particularly persistent effects
in.the economic field, which have been exacerbated by new

foras of external dependence, notably the grave consequences

of the continent's specific forms of external indebtedness.
Latest United Nations publications and reports by the
Secretary-General of the United Naticns, including the

United Nations World Economic Survey for 1988, the Annual
Re;ort of the United Nations Economic Commissiou for Africa
(ECA), the report by prominent financial experts of February 1988
on financial flows for Africa, and the report by the Secretary-
Gereral on the net transfer of resources from developing to
developed countries (Doc. E/1988/64) give a clear picture of
this situation. An expression of those developments ie the
absolute decline of the per capita income in African countries.
Adcitional facts are that external financial flows to the
subt-Saharan countries during the 1985-1987 period fell by

about 6.5 hillion dollars annually from their level in the
early 1980s, that the per capita imports of these States
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have decreased substantially and are presently as low as
they were 20 years ago. The continual deterioration in the
terms of trade of these countries that has subsisted since
1981, the fall of official development assistance and private
investments, as well as the enormous debt service rate that
has since 1983 been accompanied with a permanent net drain

of resources froc the whole of Africa, have resulted in a
situation where the African macro-economic conditions are
even more unfavouradle than they were at the time of the
UNPAAERD's adoption.

The persistently critical economic situation of Africa poses
8 challenge to the whole international community. Peaces,
security, disarmazent, political stability and soclo-economic
progress are basic prerequisites for a successful economic
development of the African continent. The resolution of the
tasks flowing from the relationship between disarzament and
development, and the implementation of the "disarzament for

development” prirciple are of particularly topical importance
- for Africa.

2. Solidarity, assistance and mutually advantageous co-~
operation are irrevocable elements of the German Democratic
Republic's foreign policy. It recognizes the need for the
African States to be assisted in their policies for the
economic and soclal development of the continent by suitable
international measures, and it contributes to this end within
the tounds of its own possibilities. The GDR has been making
particular effor:s towards the establishment of the political
and economic environment that is vital for the long-term
solution of the economic and social problems of the African
States. In so doing, it regards peace, security and dis-
armament as fundamental prerequisites also for a prosperous
economic developaent of Africa.
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Cuts {n arms expenditures worldwide would release financial
and material resources which would benefit the combat against
underdevelopment, hunger and diseases.

The German Democratic Republic attaches great importance to
=he endeavours of African States to find political solutions
to existing conflicts and to prevent the emergence and spread
of new ones. It deems it urgently necessary for the Republic
of South Africa to abandon its policy of aggression and de-
stabilization against the States and peoples of southern
Africa that causes serious economic and social strains and
paralyzes developme:t.

The German Democratic Republic welcomes the accords that have
been reached in recent negotiations between Angola, Cuba,

South Africa and the USA on achieving independence for

Namibia, including the agreement to propose to the Secretary-
General of the United Nations 1 November 1988 as the date for

the beginning of implementation of Security Council resolutio= 435.
The GDR has repeatedly called for realization of this resolution;
and has been displaying solidarity with the struggle of the
peoples of the region for an independent Namibia. Consequentlw,
it encourages all measures that may lead to a peaceful settle-
ment of the conflict in southern Africa. Recognition of the

right of every people of the continent to choose and pursue

its own way of economic and social development without external
interference would also de conducive to development.

The external economic environment of development is equally
important for Africa's recovery and development. The GDR's
position is therefore one of active commitment to the democra-
tization of international trade, economic, monetary and
financial relations. It advocates a global and equitable
solution to external indebtedness that would heed thea interes:s
of developing countries just as much as the requirements of

a8 stable and harmonious evolution of the world economy.
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The German Democratic Republic believes that ics andeavours
for preserving peaco, strengthening international security
and achieving more sound international econczic relations

are a factor supporting the efforts of the African States

to surmount .nderdevelopment and ensure grow:h and prosperity.

J. Other evidence of the German Democratic Republic's
abiding solidarity with the peoples of the African continent
is the financial and material assistance it 2as been
providing to governments and national libera:ion movements
within the scope of its possibilities and in accdrdance

with the orisntations contained in the United Nations Programme
of Action. Iz 1986 and 1987 such assistance for Africa
reached almost 750 million marks, and its figure envisaged
for 1988 is 370 million marks.

The German Democratic Republic's assistance is primarily
geared to the promotion of productive faruming, the creation
of national industries and the building of viable infra-
structures, including those in the fields of public education,
basic and advanced vocational training, and jublic health.
Therefore, the GDR supports the activities of African States
to develop taeir humen resources. At the same time it
considers that human resource development should be given

a central place in the ongoing implementatioa of UNPAAERD,
since the elimination of i{lliceracy and the education and
training of qualified national personnel are indispeusable
prerequisites for a sustainable socio-economic development.

Over 6,000 Airican nationals received basic or advanced
vocational training in GDR enterprises and institutes in

1986 and 1987, and another 3,000 will take up such training

in this country in 1988. 2,850 Africans were studying at
universities and other academic institutions {n the GDR in
1986-1987. The trainees or students have such training and
education free of charge; it is financed by the GDR Government.




A/43/587
English
Page 6

Moreover, non-governmental organizations of the GDR auch ai
cthe trade unions, youth, journalists' and sport organizati:ns,
co-operat!ves and religious communities are engaged in
training or educational ac:ivities in specific areas, bearing
the expenditure involved iz this valuable form of assistar:e.

Within its assistance activities in favour of African cour:ries
the German Democratic chublic'last year chiefly sent teaczecs
and lecturers, medical doc:ors and nurses, graduate engineics,
economic experts, agricult.ral mechanics and vocational
instructors on assignments to these countries. 4}7 Africars
received free in-patient axd out-patient treatment in med:i:=al
facilitiss or underwent heilth cures in health resorts in

the GDR in 1987,

The German Democratic Repudlic assists the African front-line
States in various ways in jursuing their national and reg:onal
programmes for economic ani social development. Such assiszance
is furnished both at the bilateral level and in the fracewsrk
of activities of the Southarn African Developzent Co-ordiration
Conference. Foud aid and other vital supplies for refugees
from South Africa and Nami>ia who are depending on the
hospitality of the front-line States is another form of
assisting these countries.

&, The German Democratic Republic provided instant econo:ic
aid to African countries ia particular emergency situatiors,
including to Angola, Mozazdique and Ethiopis. Solidarity
supplies and services of the GDR for Mozambique from 1981 =o
1987 reached a total value of 278 million marks, and the
value of such assistance for that country in 1988 will be
some 28 million marks. The overall volume cf aid which the
GDR has been affording Ethiopia since 1983 to fight the
consequences of the catastrophic drought amounts to 130
million marks. The GDR's solidarity aid for Angola since
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1981 has reached 48.7 million marks. In all these instances
the aid has been financed from funds of the Government,

the Red Cross and the Churches of the GDR and, above all,
from pub.ic donations.

$. The German Democratic Republic's economic policy
vig-a-vis the African countries is aimed at caintaining
long-ter=, stable and predictable links based on the prin-
ciples oI the sovereign equality of either partner, non-
interferance in internal affairs, and mutual advéntage.

In conformity with the orientations of UNPAAERD this country's
co-operazion in the economic and techno-sciencific fields
and its crade with the African.countries are chiefly focussed
on agriculture, re-equipment and expansion projects in
processing and manufacturing industries, on transport and
communications, supplies of metallurgical equipment, the
construc:ion sector and building materials industry, and the
energy s:ctor. The German Democratic Republic executed a
large nu=ber of projects in these areas in bilateral co-
operatiox since the 13th special session of the United
Nations General Assembly. The scope of such projects has
been broad, ranging from cement factories, textile works,
grain mills, mineral extraction and processing plants,
power-gezeration installations, high-precision mechanics

and optical works to agricultural training ceatres. The
construczion of such facilities will continue in 1988,

6. The German Democratic Republic is a market for traditional
and non-:raditional products of African developing countries

in accordance with the capacities of either side. It is a

buyer of agricultural produce and, on an increasing scale,

of semi-finished and finished products of the light industry.

/‘l!
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The GDR is anxious to expand the range of importable gocds

and to take into account increasing export capadiliciss of

the African developing countries in terms of semi-man:factures
and manufactures.

The German Democratic Republic's trade and economic relations
with African developirg countries are based on inter-
governmental agreements and arrangements which, in mo:c
cases, have long terms of validity and thus add to th
stability and predictadbility of these ties. Joint Ecozoz=ic
Commissions, which have been estadblished with a numbe:r of
countries, and their periodic sessions and deliberaticas
contribute towards entancing and expanding economic and

trade relations. Long-term credits have been granted :o some
African countries to facilitate their economic develo;=ent.

7. The German Democratic Republic considers that tha
dovilopmcn: of goods exchanges as well as stable and
equality-based economic and techno-scientific co-operition
with African developirg countries are the main method of
supporting them in their efforts to build and to main:ain
effective socio-econoric infrastructures, to modernizs their
agriculture, to carry on with industrialization, and %o
overcome economic difficulties. Within the limits of :ics
possibilities the GDR will continue such co-operation with,
and such assistance fcr, African States.

8. The German Democratic Republic holds that the priority
task of the forthcoming meeting of the Ad Hoc Committee of
the Whole on the review and appraizzi of UNPAAERD wil. be to
identify the reasons vwhy, despite the great efforts ucrder-
taken by African countries and support measures initiited

by the international cormunity, the critical economic and
social situation in Africa is persisting. In that con:zext
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it appears essential to examine the economic aspects of
Africa's development in their inter.inkage with the
political and social ones. Special atzention needs to

be devoted to the development of huzan resources. In this
connection the GDR considers the Declaration of Khartoum of
March 1988 relating to the socioc-eccncaic aspects of
recovery and development in Africa as an important follow-up
activity to UNPAAERD, which should #ind due consideration

in the work of the Ad Hoc Committee of the Whole.
Furthermore, it believes a priority line of action for the
Ad Hoc Committee of the Whole should be the elabdration of
effective measures to create an interrational environment
favourable to economic recovery and development in Africa.
These measures would have to include, not least, moves for
the settlement of Africa's external indebtedness, for halting
the net outflow of resources from Airica and increasing the
flow of resources to Africa, as well as agreements in the
field of international commodity tride designed to ensure
stable export earnings for African countries.

9. The German Democratic Republic supports the activities
by the United Nations and the entire UN system for the
implementation of the UNPAAERD. The Joint Meeting of the
Administrative Committee on Co-ordiration and the Committee
for Programme and Co-ordination (ACC/CPC) in Geneva in early
July 1988, and ECOSOC's second regular session of 1988 have
again demonstrated that an effective co-ordination of all
activites of the United Nations and the UN system is of
decisive importance for employing the potentialities and
possibilities of the United Nations and the UN system not
only for overcoming emergency situations but also with

respect to long-term objectives of economic stadbilization
and development,
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Therefore, the Ger=an Democratic Republic holds t-e view
that the United Nations and its bodies as well as che
organizations of the UN system, in further implecinting
the UNPAAERD, should focus their efforts particulirly on
such tasks as are of fundamental importance for m:bilizing
means and ways for cthe solution of Africa's socic-economic
problems, will lead teo an effective co-ordination of all
relevant UN activicies and can thus help achieve ;ractical
results in the interests of African economic reccw ery and
development.

Berlin, 10 August 1988,




