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Honor Killing (Karo-Kari) in Pakistan

1. Pakigan ratified the Convention on the Elimination of All Formsof Discrimination
againg women (CEDAW) in 1989. Despite that, thereis avery high leve of violence
againg girls and women in the country. Judging from the increased number of honour
killings, it is clear that the Government of Pakistan has failed completely to address this
major violation of women's rights.

2. According to the findings of Human Rights and Legd Aid Centre in Karachi, in the first
three months of 2001, 120 Pakistani women were mur dered in the name of Honor
Killing. The mgjority of women were shot to deeth. Others were axed, burnt and
clubbed to desth. Those who kill in thisway are called Ghairatmand (those possessing
honor) and thereis no grief permitted in the victim’s family. The victims are condemned
for good. That iswhy the custom takes place overtly and brutdly. The police do not
intervene in cases of Honor Killing for it is recognized as a private family meatter. The
killers act under the ‘traditiond’ indtitution of Jrga, which protects criminas who
victimize innocent women and men, first accusing them of adultery and then daughtering
them. Significantly, not a single perpetrator has ever been put to trid. Because of this
pathetic indifference of state agencies and successive governments to this heinous crime,
there has been an increase in incidents.

3. By way of example, Perviaz Gujar was kidnapped, tortured and findly murdered in the
name of ‘honor’. Perviaz was not from the mgjority Suddhan tribe of hisregion, and as
amember of aminority group he was refused permission to marry his chosen love,
Raita. The couple, however, managed to have a secret marriage. During this period
Raita became pregnant. Hgji Mohammead Y agoob Khan and other relatives of Raita
mede it a question of their honor to kidnap Perviaz and torture him for three days. He
escaped and fled to his home, but early next morning one of Haji Y agoob's relatives,
Adhraf, cameto Perviaz' s house and took him outside a gunpoint, where he was
murdered. No one was dlowed to provide him with any medical assstance. Thisis not
the end, however, but the beginning of the barbarism in the name of ‘honor’ that the
Suddhan tribesmen have planned. They intend not only to kill other relatives of the
deceased but are also determined to murder Raita, who is pregnant and whose killing
will be adua murder. Such incidents of kidnapping, murder and torture are festures of
the region, however none of these crimes are registered by the police or reported by the
press because of pressure from leaders of the mgority tribe.

4. Given thisincreasng violence againgt women and some men, and the failure of the
Government of Peakistan to address the issue of Honor Killing, the Asan Lega Resource
Centre demands that:

- Exidinginternational commitments, including CEDAW, be trandaed into nationa
legidation;

- Exiging domestic laws be brought into line with internationa human rights
standards;
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- Law enforcement agencies be educated on their implementation;
- Laws be dtrictly applied without digtinction;

- A national committee be gppointed both to monitor cases of violations and to
advise the government on the implementation of existing laws, and,

A program beinitiated to educate the public on the issue of Honor Killing, snce no
long-term success can be expected without attituding change.



