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Status of the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel,
Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment

Report of the Secretary-General

1 . The General Assembly, by its resolution 39/46 of 10 December 1984, adopted and
opened for signature, ratification and accession the Convention against Torture and
Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment and called upon all
Governments to consider signing and ratifying the Convention as a matter of
priority.

2. The Convention was opened for signature in New York on 4 February 1985. In
accordance with article 27 thereof, the Convention entered into force on
26 June 1987, on the thirtieth day after the date of the deposit with the
Secretary-General of the twentieth instrument of ratification or aCCeSSiOn*

3. By its resolution 42/123 of 7 December 1987, the General Assembly took note
with appreciation of the report of the Secretary-General on the status of the
Convention (A/42/451); welcomed with deep satisfaction the entry into force on
26 June 1987 of the Convention as a major step in international efforts to promote
universal respect for and observance of human rights and fundamental freedoms;
again requested all States to become parties to the Convention as a matter of
priority; once again invited all States, upon ratification of or accession to the
Convention, or subsequently, to consider the possibility of making the declarations
provided for in article 21 and 22 of the Convention; requested the
Secretary-General to submit to the Commission on Human Rights at its forty-fourth
SeSSiOn and to the Assembly at its forty-third session a report on the status of
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the Conventionj and decided to conaider  the rrport of the Secretary-General at ita
forty-third rorrion under the item entitled “Torture and other cruel, inhuman or
degrading trratment or punirhment”.

4. By itr rerolution 1988/36 of 8 March 1988, the Commisrrion on Human Right8
reitrrated itr trquert to all Staten to become partiea to the Convention aa a
matter Of priority,  80 that the inrtrument might acquire genuine universality,
invited all States ratifying or acording  to the Convention and those Statea partiee
which had not yet done ao to coneider  the porribility  of making the declarations
provided  for in artioler 21 and 22 of the Conventionr and regueated  thfr
Becretaty-General  to aontinue aubmitting to the General Assembly and to the
Commirrion  on Human Rightr  annual raportr on the rtatur of the Convention.

5. Aa at 2 Augurt 1988, the Convention had been ratified or acceded to by
33 Stater, In addition, 36 State8 had signed the Convention, The list of State8
that have riqned,  ratified or acceded to the Convention, aa well a8 the dater of
their  rignature, rstifiaation or accession, ir contained in the annex to the
prerent report.

6. Aa at the rame date, 12 of the State8 parties to thr Convention, namely,
Argentina, Aurtria,  Denmark, France, Luxembourg, Norway, Spain, Sweden,
Bwiteerland,  Togo, Turkey and Uruguay had made the declaratione provided for in
articles 21 rnd 22 of the Convention. Under artiale 21, a State party to the
Convention my declare at any time that it recoqnizeo the competence of the
Committee agrinrt Torture to receive and concider communicatione to the effect that
a State party claim@ that another State party io not fulfilling itr obligations
under the Convention. Under article 22, a State party to the Convention may
declare at any time that it recognizes  the competence of the Committee to receive
and conrider communicationa from or on behalf of individuals subject to its
jurirdiction who claim to be victims of a violation by a state party of the
provieione of the Convention.

7. The provirione of art icle8 21 and 22 entered into force on 26 June 1987 in
accordance with paragraph 2 of a r t i c l e 21 and paragraph 8 of art icle 22.

8. The first meeting of the States partiee to the Convention was convened by the
8ecretary-General  at the United Nations Office at Geneva on 26 November 1987 to
el-ct the membere of the Committee against Torture and to decide on the modalities
of discharging their financial obligations under the Convention. L/ In accordance
with article 17 of the Convention, the meeting elected the followinq  10 expertfi as
members of the Committee against Torture:

Mr, Alfred0 RI A. BENGZON (Philippines)
Mr. Peter Thorna BURNS (Canada)
Ye, Christine  CHANEL  (France)
Ma,.  Socorro DIAZ PALACIOS  (Mexico)
Mr, Alenir DTPANDA MOUELLE (Cameroon)
Mr, Ricrrdo GIL LAVEDRA (Argentina)
Mr, Yuri A. KHITRIN (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics)
Mr, Dimitrt  Nikolov MIKHAILOV (Bulgaria)
Mr, Bent !3@RBNSEN  (Denmark)
Mr. Jorreph VOYAMB  (Switzerland)
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9. The Committee aqainrt Torture held ito firot rersion at the united Nation8
Office at Geneva from 18 to 22 April 1988, In accordance with article 24 of the
Convention, the Committee her submitted ite annual report,  2J which aoverb the
activitiee  of the Committee at itr first seaaion, to the State8 partier and to the
General Asrembly at it8 forty-third Ee8aiOn.

Notes

Y For the decisions  taken by the State6 parties at their firrt meeting, see
CAT/SP/SR. 1.

21 Official Records of the General Asremhly, Forty-third Se8lrion,  Supplement
No. 46 (A/43/46) m
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State

ANNEX

Lirt of Btater which have rigned, ratified or acceded to
the Convention  againat Torture.  an+ &~Cturnhnhuman

or Degrading Treatment or,Punirhmec

Afghanietnn

Algeria

Argentina A/

Auetralia

Aut!tria i/

Belgium

Be11 ze

Bolivia
Brazil

Bulgaria
Byelorurrian  Soviet
Socialirt  Republic

Cameroon

Canada

Chile

China
Colombia

Costa Rica
Cuba

Cypr uII

Czechoslovakia

Denmark s/

Dominican Republio

Ecuador

esYPt

Finland

France d/

Date of rignature

Ila,te  of receipt of the
inrkrument  o f  r a t i f i c a t i o nIl-.-

or acceseion

4 February 1985 ). April 1987

26 November 1985

4 February 1985 ’ 24 September 1986

10 Def:c,nber  1985

14 Hatch 1985 29 JULY 1987

4 February 1QdS

17 March 1986 1'

4 February 1,985

23 September 1985
10 June lS86 16 December 1986

19 Decemhtjr  1985 13 March 1987

19 December 1986 I?/

23 Auguat 1985 24 June 19R7

23 September 1987

12 December 1986

10 April 1985 R Decamber 1987
4 February 1985

27 January 1986

9 October 1985

3 September 1986 7 July 19SR
4 February 1985 3.7 May 1987

4 February 1985

4 February 1985 30 March 1988

25 June 1986 h/

4 February 1985

4 February 1985 ifl Febrsrary  1986
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Date of receipt of the

State Date of signature
instrument of ratification

or accession

Gabon 21 January 1986

Gambia 23 October 1985

German Democratic Republic 7 April 1986 9 September 1987

Germany, Federal Republic of 13 October 1986

Greece 4 February 1985

Guinea 30 May 1986

Guyana 25 January 1988 19 May 1988

Hungary 28 November 1986 15 April 1987

Iceland 4 February 1985

Indonesia 23 October 1985

Israel 22 October 1986

Italy 4 February 1985

Liechtenstein

Luxembourg d/

Mexico

Morocco

Netherlands

New Zealand

Nicar aqua

Nigeria

Norway d/

Panama

Peru

Philippines

Poland

Portugal

Senegal

Sierra Leone

Spain a/

Sudan

Sweden d/

Switzerland d/

27 June 1985

22 February 1985

18 March 1985

8 January 1986

4 February 1985

14 January 1986

15 April 1985

28 July 1988

4 February 1985

22 February 1985

29 May 1985

13 GTantlar*j 1986

4 L’e!\r::,3rv  lQH5

4 f'ebruary 1985

18 March 1985

4 February 1985

4 June 1986

4 February 1985

4 February 1985

29 September 1987

23 January 1986

9 July 1986

24 August 1987

7 July 1988

18 June 1986 &/

21 August 1986

21 October 1987

8 January 1986

2 December 1986

/ . . .



A/43/519
English
Pago 6

Stata

'cow s/

Tunilia
Turkey +/

Uganda

Ukrainian soviet socialist
Republic

Union of Soviet Socialist
Republ ica

United r(ingdom of
cheat Britain and
Nor thecn Ireland

United Rtates  of America

Uruquay $/

Vonezuala

II.

Date of risnaturr

.
Date of reaetpt of thr

instrument of ratification
or  accelrrion- ---.--

25 March 1987 18 November 1987

26 Augwt 1987

25 Jrrwary 1988 2 Augurt 1988
3 November 1986 ,b/

27 February 1986 24 February 1987

10 December 1985 3 March 1987

IS March 1985

I9 April 1988

4 February  1905 24 October 1986

15 February 1985

A/ Made the declaratiana  under aetlclea  21 and 22 of t.hs Wnvention.

Y Ancsss ion,


