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OR PUNI SHVENT

status of the Convention against Torture and Qther Cruel,
| nhuman or Degradi ng Treatnment or Puni shnent

Report of the Secretary-Ceneral

1. The Ceneral Assenbly, by its resolution 39/46 of 10 Decenber 1984, adopted and
opened for signature, ratification and accession the Convention against Torture and
O her Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment and called upon all

Covernnents to consider signing and ratifying the Convention as a natter of
priority.

2. The Convention was opened for signature in New York on 4 February 1985. In
accordance with article 27 thereof, the Convention entered into force on

26 June 1987, on the thirtieth day after the date of the deposit with the
Secretary-General of the twentieth instrument of ratification or accession.

3. By its resolution 42/123 of 7 Decenber 1987, the General Assemblytook note
with appreciation of the report of the Secretary-General on the status of the
Convention (A 42/451); welcomed with deep satisfaction the entry into force on

26 June 1987 of the Convention as a najor step in international efforts to promote
universal respect for and observance of human rights and fundamental freedons;
again requested all States to becomeparties to the Convention as a matter of
priority; once again invited all States, upon ratification of or accession to the
Convention, or subsequently, to consider the possibility of making the declarations
provided for in article 21 and 22 of the Convention; requested the
Secretary-CGeneral to submit to the Commission on Human Rights at its forty-fourth
session and to the Assenbly at its forty-third session a report on thestatus of
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the Conventiony and decided to consider the rrport of the Secretary-General at its
forty-third session under the item entitled “Torture and other cruel, inhuman or
degrading trratment or punishment",

4. By its rerolution 1988/36 of 8 March 1988, the Commission on Human Rights
reitrrated its request to all Staten to become parties to the Convention as a
matter or priority, 80 that the inrtrument might acquire genuine universality,
invited all States ratifying or acceding to the Convention and those States parties
which had not yet done so to consider the possibility of making the declarations
provided for in artioler 21 and 22 of the Convention; and requested the
Secretary-General to aontinue aubmitting to the General Assembly and to the
Commission on Human Rights annual reports on the status of the Convention.

S. As g 2 August 1988, the Convention had been ratified or acceded to by

33 states. In addition, 36 States had signed the Convention, The list of State8
that have signed, ratified or acceded to the Convention, as well as the dater of
their signature, ratification or accession, is contained in the annex to the
prerent report.

6. As at the same date, 12 of the States parties to thr Convention, namely,
Argentina, Austria, Denmark, France, Luxembourg, Norway, Spain, Sweden,
Switzerland, Togo, Turkey and Uruguay had made the declarations provided for in
articles 21 rnd 22 of the Convention. Under article 21, a State party to the
Convention may declare at any time that it recognizes the competence of the
Committee against Torture to receive and consider communicatione to the effect that
a State party claims that another State party is not fulfilling its obligations
under the Convention. Under article 22, a State party to the Convention may
declare at any time that it recognizes the competence of the Committee to receive
and consider communicationa from or on behalf of individuals subject to its
jurisdiction who claim to be victims of a violation by a €tate party of the
provieione of the Convention.

7. The provirione of article8 21 and 22 entered into force on 26 June 1987 in
accordance with paragraph 2 of article 21 and paragraph 8 of article 22.

8. The first meeting of the states partiee to the Convention was convened by the
Secretary-General at the United Nations Office a Geneva on 26 November 1987 to
slact the membere of the Committee against Torture and to decide on the modalities
of discharging their financial obligations under the Convention. 1/ In accordance
with article 17 of the Convention, the meeting elected the following 10 experts as
members Of the Committee against Torture:

Mr, Alfredo R. A. BENGZON (Philippines)

Mr. Peter Thomas BURNS (Canada)

Ye, Christine CHANEL (France)

Ms. Socorro DIAZ PALACIOS (Mexico)

Mr, Alexis DTPANDA MOUELLE (Cameroon)

Mr, Ricrrdo GIL LAVEDRA (Argentina)

Mr, Yuri A. KHITRIN (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics)
Mr, pimi tae Nikolov MIKHAILOV (Bulgaria)

Mr, Bent S@RENSEN (Denmark)

Mr. Joseph VOYAME (Switzerland)
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9.  The Committee againrt Torture held its first session at the united Nations
Office at Geneva from 18 to 22 April 1988, In accordance with article 24 of the

Convention, the Committee her submitted its annual report, 2/ which covers the
activities of the Committee at its first session, t0 the States parties and to the

General assembly at its forty-third session.

Notes

1/ For the decisions taken by the states parties at their first meeting, see
CAT/SP/SR.1.

2/ Official Records of the General Assembly, Forty-third Sessien, Supplement
No. 46 (A/43/46) .
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ANNEX

List of states which have signed, ratified or acceded to
the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman
or _Degrading Treatment or Punishment

State

Afghanistan
Algeria
Argentina a/
Auetralia
Austria a/
Belgium
Belize
Bolivia
Brazil
Bulgaria

Byelorussian Soviet

socialist Republic
Cameroon

Canada

Chile

China

Colombia

Costa Rica

Cuba

Cypr us
Czechoslovakia
Denmark a/
Dominican Republio
Ecuador

Eqypt

Finland

France a/

Date of rignature

4
26
4
10
14
4

23
10

19

23
23
12
10

27

i S O 7 I (o)

N

February 1985
November 1985
February 1985
De:ember 1985
Marvch 1985

February 198%

Februarv 1,985
September 1985
June 1586

Decembur 1985

Auguat 1985
September 1987
December 1986
April 1985
February 1985
January 1986
October 1985
Saptember 1986
February 1985
February 1985
February 1985

February 1985
February 1985

Date Of receipt of the

inst.rument OT ratification

1

24

29

17

16
13

19
24

or accegssion

April 1987
September 1986
July 1987
March 1986 ! /

December 1986
March 1987

December 1986 b/
June 1987

December 1987

7 July 1988
3.7 May 1987

30 March 1988
25 June 1986 b/

i8 Febraary 1986




State

Gabon
Ganbi a

Cerman Denocratic Republic
Cermany, Federal

G eece

QUi nea

CGuyana
Hungary

| cel and

| ndonesi a

| srael

ltaly

Li echtenstein
Luxenbourg a/
Mexi co
Morocco

Net her | ands
New Zeal and
Nicaraqua

N geria
Norway a/
Panama

Peru

Phi |'i ppi nes
Pol and

Port uga
Senega

Sierra Leone
Spain a/
Sudan

Sweden a/
Switzerland a/
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Date of receipt of the
instrunent of ratification

Date of signature or accession

Republic of

21 January 1986

23 Cctober 1985

7 April 1986 9 Septenber 1987
13 COct ober 1986

4 February 1985

30 May 1986
25 January 1988 19 May 1988
28 Novenber 1986 15 April 1987

4 February 1985

23 Cctober 1985

22 COctober 1986

4 February 1985
27 June 1985

22 February 1985 29 Septenber 1987
18 March 1985 23 January 1986

8 January 1986

4 February 1985

14 January 1986

15 April 1985

28 July 1988

4 February 1985 9 July 1986
22 February 1985 24 August 1987
29 May 1985 7 July 1988

18 June 1986 b/
13 Tanuary 1986

4 webhruary 1985

4 ¥ebruary 1985 21 August 1986
18 March 1985

4 February 1985 21 Cctober 1987

4 June 1986

4 February 1985 8 January 1986

4 February 1985 2 Decenber 1986
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State

Togo a/
Tunisia
Turkey a/
Uganda

Ukrainian soviet socialist
Republic

Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics

United Xingdom of
Great Britain and
Nor theen Ireland

United states of America
Uruguay a/
Venezuela

Date of signature

Date of receipt of thr
instrument of ratification

25
26
25

27

10

15

March 1987
August 1987
January 1988

February 1986
December 1985

March 1985

2 April 1988

February 1985
February 1985

Or accassion

18 November 1987

2 Augurt 1988
3 November 1986 b/

24 February 1987

3 March 1987

24 October 1986

a/ Made the declarations under articles 21 and 22 of the Convention.

b/ Ancession.




